2

Dr. Robert Chisholm, Amos: The Lion Has Roared, 
Who Will Not Fear?
Session 2: A Prophet Entraps His Audience (Amos 1:1-2:16) (B)
1) Abstract, 2) Briefing Document, 3) Study Guide, 4) FAQs – NotebookLM AI

1) Abstract:
In the provided text, Dr. Robert Chisholm's teaching on the book of Amos focuses on Amos 1:1-2:16, highlighting how the prophet entraps his audience, particularly Israel. Chisholm explains that God holds all nations accountable for violating universal moral standards, drawing a connection to the Noahic Covenant. He then details Israel's specific transgressions, including social injustice, exploitation of the poor, sexual misconduct or idolatrous practices, and disrespect for spiritual leaders. The text emphasizes that Israel is held to a higher standard due to their special covenant relationship with God, illustrating the principle that "to whom much is given, much is required." This leads to the announcement of complete military defeat and destruction as divine judgment for their unfaithfulness.

2) Briefing Document:
Top of Form
Detailed Briefing Document: "A Prophet Entraps His Audience" (Amos 1:1-2:16)
This briefing document summarizes key themes, ideas, and facts presented in Dr. Robert Chisholm's "Amos: The Lion Has Roared, Who Will Not Fear?" Session 2(B): "A Prophet Entraps His Audience" (Amos 1:1-2:16). The session focuses on God's judgment, particularly against Israel, and the principles underlying divine accountability.
I. God's Universal Standards of Morality and Ethics (Amos 1:3-2:5)
The initial section of Amos, leading up to the oracle against Israel, establishes a foundational principle: "God holds nations accountable when they violate his universal standards of morality and ethics."
· Noahic Covenant as Basis: This principle traces back to the Noahic Covenant, which mandates respecting the divine image in fellow human beings. Violation of this principle is ultimately "showing disrespect for the Creator."
· Prohibition of Murder: A core instruction given to Noah and his descendants was to "be fruitful, multiply, and rule on his behalf," and importantly, God "prohibited human beings from murdering one another, for each individual bears the divine image."
· Historical Precedent: Chisholm asserts that this principle "still holds today" and that God "has judged nations that have done the kinds of things that these nations were doing," citing the example of "Germany in World War II" as a corporate judgment.
· Purpose of Initial Oracles: The oracles against the surrounding nations (Amos 1:3-2:5) serve to set a precedent and "entrap" Israel. The Israelites would likely approve of God's judgment on these other nations, inadvertently setting themselves up for the coming condemnation.
II. Israel's Accusations and the Breakdown of God's Design (Amos 2:6-8)
Amos's oracle against Israel, introduced with the ominous "for three sins of Israel, even for four, I will not relent," reveals specific violations that highlight a fundamental breakdown of justice and their covenant relationship with God.
· Injustice and Economic Exploitation (Amos 2:6-7a):
· Selling the Innocent and Needy: "They sell the innocent for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals." This refers to selling people into debt slavery, often through rigged courts.
· Trampling the Poor and Denying Justice: "They trample on the heads of the poor, as on the dust of the ground, and deny justice to the oppressed." This signifies systemic injustice and the misuse of economic and legal power.
· Background of Royal Bureaucracy: Chisholm links this injustice to the demand for a king in 1 Samuel 8. The "typical king in the ancient Near Eastern world" would establish a "big royal bureaucracy" that "swallows things up." This led to the forfeiture of land through "taxation, debt, or owing debts," creating a "landless group within society that become day laborers."
· Violation of Land Ownership: This contrasts with God's original intent for Israel, where the land "belongs to me" and was parceled out so "everyone is supposed to have enough to maintain their lifestyle and a certain degree of freedom and independence." The story of "Naboth and his vineyard" is cited as a prime example of this injustice.
· Profaning God's Holy Name through Idolatry/Immorality (Amos 2:7b-8):
· "Father and son use the same girl": This phrase, "father and son use the same girl, and so profane my holy name," has debated interpretations.
· Sexual Immorality: One view sees it as literal sexual relations, possibly exploiting the poor or engaging with cult prostitutes.
· Idolatrous "Marzeach" Banquet: A more recent interpretation suggests it refers to participating in a "Marzeach," a known idolatrous social club where "the girl stands for the Marzeach banquet" as a hostess. This interpretation highlights participation in "idolatrous" practices that profane God's name. Regardless, Chisholm concludes, "At any rate, whether you see it as sexual or as just primarily idolatrous, it's wrong, it's a crime that has been committed against the Lord."
· Syncretism/Hypocrisy/Idolatry in Worship (Amos 2:8): "They lie down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge. In the house of their God [or 'gods'] they drink wine taken as fines."
· Exploitation in Worship: The use of "garments taken in pledge from the poor" for worship (violating Mosaic Law to return pledges overnight) and "wine taken as fines" highlights how their injustice is intertwined with their religious practices.
· Failure to Love God and Neighbor: Chisholm observes, "You've got both. You know, the prophets usually speak of idolatry and injustice, which we can think of in terms of not loving the Lord your God and not loving your neighbor as you should. There's a vertical and a horizontal dimension."
III. God's Recalled Benevolence and Israel's Rejection (Amos 2:9-12)
Before announcing judgment, God reminds Israel of His past gracious acts, emphasizing their profound rebellion despite His consistent care and provision.
· Conquest of the Land (Amos 2:9): God recalls His supernatural destruction of the "Amorites before them, though they were tall as the cedars and strong as the oaks." This highlights God's power in giving them the land, despite overwhelming odds.
· Deliverance from Egypt and Wilderness Guidance (Amos 2:10): "I brought you up out of Egypt and led you 40 years in the wilderness to give you the land of the Amorites." This emphasizes their liberation and divine guidance.
· Provision of Spiritual Leadership (Amos 2:11): "I also raised up prophets from among your children, people like Samuel and Nazarites from among your youths." This signifies God's ongoing provision for their spiritual well-being and guidance.
· Israel's Disrespect for God's Provision (Amos 2:12): Despite this, Israel "made the Nazarites drink wine and commanded the prophets not to prophesy." This demonstrates a deep-seated "disrespect for their spiritual leaders" and "devaluing dedication to the Lord." This constitutes a significant "fourth crime" in Israel's transgression.
IV. Announcement of Judgment: Complete Destruction (Amos 2:13-16)
The accusation is followed by a clear announcement of God's intervention and its severe results, particularly focusing on military defeat.
· God's Direct Intervention (Amos 2:13): "Now then, I will crush you. As a cart crushes when loaded with grain." This vivid agricultural imagery illustrates the overwhelming and destructive nature of God's impending judgment.
· Military Defeat (Amos 2:14-16): Despite Israel's reliance on its military, God declares that their army will be utterly useless:
· "The swift will not escape. Fast runners will not escape."
· "The strong will not muster their strength."
· "The warrior will not save his life."
· "The archer will not stand his ground."
· "The fleet-footed soldier will not get away, and the horseman will not save his life."
· "Even the bravest warriors will flee naked on that day, declares the Lord."
· Sevenfold Description of Defeat: Chisholm notes the "seven different ways" God describes this military defeat (three statements in v.14, three in v.15, one in v.16), indicating a "complete list" and "complete destruction."
V. Higher Moral Standard for God's People (Amos 3:1-2)
The transition to Amos 3:1-2 introduces a crucial principle that explains the severity of Israel's judgment compared to other nations: "God places a higher moral standard upon his people, to whom he has clearly revealed his will."
· "You only have I known" (Amos 3:2): The Hebrew verb yada ("know") here means more than mere awareness. It signifies God having "recognized you in a special way as my special covenant people" and "chosen you in a special way." This special relationship, including the Mosaic Law, places greater responsibility on Israel.
· Knowing God as Loyalty and Obedience: Examples like the sons of Eli (who "did not know the Lord" despite working in the sanctuary) and King Josiah (who did know the Lord through his commitment to justice for the vulnerable) illustrate that "knowing the Lord in that case is loyalty demonstrated by obedience."
· Greater Privilege, Greater Accountability: Because Israel was uniquely chosen and given God's revealed will, their sins are seen as more egregious. Chisholm emphasizes, "I made you my special people. I expect more from you. To whom much is given, much is required."
· Application to Believers Today: This principle extends to contemporary believers. "Before we hastily point a condemning finger at the pagan world around us, we should first examine our own lives." Our sins "may not seem as bad as those of the pagans, but in God's sight, they may be worse, because we should know better." This calls for self-reflection and faithfulness to our "high calling in Jesus Christ," rather than self-righteousness.
Next Section Preview: The upcoming section, "Salvation History Comes Unraveled," will explore how Israel's violation of God's covenant will lead to a reversal of their history, returning them to "slavery, into exile."
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Amos: A Prophet Entraps His Audience (Amos 1:1-2:16) - Study Guide
This study guide is designed to help you review and deepen your understanding of Dr. Robert Chisholm's teaching on Amos 1:1-2:16, focusing on the overarching themes, specific accusations against Israel, and the theological principles discussed.
I. Summary of Key Concepts
This session of Dr. Robert Chisholm's teaching on Amos focuses on two main sections: the oracles against the surrounding nations (Amos 1:3-2:5) and the culminating oracle against Israel (Amos 2:6-16), followed by an introductory discussion of Amos 3:1-2.
A. Universal Accountability (Amos 1:3-2:5):
· Principle: God holds nations accountable when they violate His universal standards of morality and ethics.
· Basis: This principle is rooted in the Noahic Covenant, which established that all human beings bear the divine image, and therefore, respect for human life is paramount.
· Violation: Nations in Amos's day, and throughout history, are judged for actions that disrespect the divine image in humanity (e.g., murder, slavery, breaking treaties, excessive cruelty).
· Nature of Judgment: God's judgment is often corporate, affecting entire people groups, as seen in historical examples like Germany in WWII.
B. The Entrapment of Israel (Amos 2:6-16):
· Setup: Amos builds an expectation of judgment against surrounding nations, making Israel feel secure, before turning the accusation directly to them.
· Background: The Demand for a King (1 Samuel 8):Israel rejected God's direct rule, desiring a king "like all the nations."
· Samuel warned them of the typical Ancient Near Eastern king's practices: large royal bureaucracy, taxation, conscription, and the eventual loss of land and freedom. This established a system ripe for injustice.
· Israel's Specific Crimes (Amos 2:6-8):Injustice and Economic Exploitation:Selling the innocent for silver and the needy for sandals (debt slavery, rigged courts).
· Trampling the poor and denying justice to the oppressed.
· Forfeiting land through taxation, debt, or extortion (e.g., Naboth's vineyard).
· Creating a landless class of day laborers.
· Profaning God's Holy Name (Amos 2:7b):"Father and son use the same girl": Interpreted either as sexual exploitation of the poor/prostitution or, more recently, as participation in the idolatrous "Marzeach" banquet (a social club involving carousing and possibly ancestor worship, where the "girl" refers to the hostess).
· Both interpretations indicate a violation against the Lord, whether sexual sin or idolatry.
· Syncretism/Hypocrisy/Idolatry and Injustice (Amos 2:8):Lying down beside altars on garments taken in pledge (violating Mosaic Law regarding collateral from the poor).
· Drinking wine taken as fines in the house of their "God/gods" (idolatrous worship or hypocritical worship using ill-gotten gains).
· This combines "not loving the Lord" (vertical dimension) with "not loving your neighbor" (horizontal dimension).
· God's Past Deliverance and Israel's Rebellion (Amos 2:9-12):God's Acts of Deliverance: Destroyed the powerful Amorites (Canaanites) for them, brought them out of Egypt, led them 40 years in the wilderness, gave them the land.
· God's Provision of Spiritual Leadership: Raised up prophets and Nazarites.
· Israel's Disrespect/Rebellion: Made Nazarites drink wine (encouraging them to break vows) and commanded prophets not to prophesy (silencing God's word).
· The Announcement of Judgment (Amos 2:13-16):Divine Intervention: "I will crush you as a cart crushes when loaded with grain." (Agricultural imagery for complete destruction).
· Results: Total military defeat and panic (swift cannot escape, strong cannot muster strength, warrior cannot save his life, archer cannot stand, fleet-footed cannot get away, horseman cannot save his life, bravest warriors flee naked). This sevenfold description emphasizes complete and utter defeat.
· Theological Principle: God places a higher moral standard upon His people, to whom He has clearly revealed His will ("To whom much is given, much is required"). Their sins, while perhaps appearing less "pagan," are worse in God's sight due to greater knowledge and revelation (Mosaic Law, covenant). This principle applies to believers today.
C. Introduction to Chapter 3 (Amos 3:1-2):
· Formal Introduction to Judgment: "Hear this word, people of Israel, the word the Lord has spoken against you."
· Emphasis on "Only You": "Only you have I known [chosen] from all the families of the earth."
· "Known" (Hebrew: yada) signifies a special, chosen relationship, not just mental awareness.
· This "knowing" implies recognizing God's authority and demonstrating loyalty through obedience (e.g., King Josiah's concern for justice, widows, and orphans).
· Consequence of Special Relationship: "Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities." The special covenant relationship means greater accountability and more severe judgment for disobedience.
II. Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. What is the overriding principle Dr. Chisholm identifies in Amos 1:3-2:5 regarding God's judgment on nations? On what ancient covenant does he base this principle?
2. How did Amos "entrap" his audience (Israel) with the structure of his oracles?
3. Describe the background of Israel's demand for a king in 1 Samuel 8 and how it contributed to the injustices seen in Amos's day.
4. List and briefly explain two specific economic or social injustices committed by Israel, according to Amos 2:6-7.
5. What are the two main interpretations for the phrase "father and son use the same girl" in Amos 2:7, and how do both interpretations signify a crime against the Lord?
6. How did Israel's actions regarding garments taken in pledge and wine taken as fines demonstrate a violation of both horizontal and vertical dimensions of their covenant relationship with God?
7. Beyond the specific sins, what general type of rebellion did Israel exhibit towards God's spiritual leaders (prophets and Nazarites)?
8. Describe the agricultural imagery used to depict God's intervention in Amos 2:13 and what it signifies regarding the judgment.
9. Explain the theological principle "To whom much is given, much is required" as applied to Israel in Amos 3:1-2.
10. What does the Hebrew word yada, translated as "known" in Amos 3:2, signify in the context of God's relationship with Israel, beyond mere mental awareness?
III. Answer Key (Quiz)
1. Answer: The overriding principle is that God holds nations accountable when they violate His universal standards of morality and ethics. Dr. Chisholm bases this principle on the Noahic Covenant, which established the sanctity of human life as bearing the divine image.
2. Answer: Amos entrapped his audience by delivering severe oracles against the surrounding "pagan" nations first, which Israel likely approved of. This built a false sense of security and righteousness among the Israelites before Amos abruptly turned his condemnation directly upon them.
3. Answer: In 1 Samuel 8, Israel demanded a king "like all the nations," rejecting God's direct rule. Samuel warned that such kings would establish a large royal bureaucracy, leading to high taxes, land forfeiture, and forced labor, which created a system where economic and legal injustices could flourish.
4. Answer: Israel sold the innocent for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, likely referring to debt slavery and rigged court systems where the poor were unjustly condemned. They also trampled on the heads of the poor and denied justice to the oppressed, exploiting those without power through legal or economic means.
5. Answer: One interpretation is that it refers to sexual exploitation, such as prostitution or abuse of vulnerable women. Another, more recent, interpretation suggests it refers to father and son attending the same idolatrous "Marzeach" banquet, where the "girl" is the hostess. Both interpretations signify a crime against the Lord, either through sexual immorality or through participation in idolatry that profaned God's holy name.
6. Answer: By lying on pledged garments and drinking wine taken as fines at altars, Israel violated the Mosaic Law that protected the poor (horizontal dimension). Furthermore, engaging in worship using these ill-gotten gains demonstrated hypocrisy or idolatry, showing a lack of true devotion to God (vertical dimension).
7. Answer: Israel exhibited a general disrespect for God's spiritual leaders. They encouraged Nazarites to break their vows of dedication (e.g., by making them drink wine) and commanded prophets not to prophesy, effectively silencing God's word and devaluing spiritual commitment.
8. Answer: God's intervention is depicted as "I will crush you as a cart crushes when loaded with grain." This agricultural imagery signifies a complete and heavy destruction, implying that Israel will be utterly overwhelmed and flattened by God's judgment.
9. Answer: This principle means that because God specially chose Israel, gave them His law, and entered into a unique covenant relationship with them ("only you have I known"), He expected a higher standard of moral and ethical conduct from them. Their sins were therefore more grievous in God's sight due to their greater revelation and responsibility.
10. Answer: In Amos 3:2, yada (known) signifies more than just mental awareness; it means to "recognize as having a special place" or to "choose." It implies a unique, intimate, and covenantal relationship where God has distinguished Israel from all other nations, placing them under His authority in a special way.
IV. Essay Format Questions
1. Discuss how the concept of "universal standards of morality and ethics," rooted in the Noahic Covenant, provides the theological framework for God's judgment on the nations surrounding Israel in Amos 1:3-2:5. How does this compare to the specific accusations later leveled against Israel?
2. Analyze how the historical account of Israel's demand for a king in 1 Samuel 8 sets the stage for the specific social and economic injustices highlighted in Amos 2:6-8. Provide specific examples from the text.
3. Compare and contrast the different interpretations of "father and son use the same girl" in Amos 2:7b. How does Dr. Chisholm conclude that, regardless of the precise interpretation, this act constitutes a significant "crime against the Lord"?
4. Explain the principle "To whom much is given, much is required" as the central theological point of Amos 3:1-2. How does the meaning of the Hebrew word yada (known) in this context reinforce Israel's unique accountability?
5. How does Dr. Chisholm's teaching on Amos 1-2 encourage modern believers to examine their own lives before "hastily point[ing] a condemning finger at the pagan world"? What are the implications of the "higher moral standard" God places on His people today?
V. Glossary of Key Terms
· Noahic Covenant: God's covenant with Noah and his descendants (Genesis 9), establishing universal principles for human society, including the sanctity of human life (bearing the divine image) and a prohibition against murder. Dr. Chisholm argues it is the basis for God holding all nations accountable.
· Divine Image: The concept that human beings are created in the image of God. Violating this image in fellow human beings (e.g., through murder or disrespect) is ultimately an act of disrespect towards the Creator.
· Corporate Judgment: God's judgment that extends beyond individuals to encompass entire people groups or nations, often as a consequence of their collective actions and systemic sin.
· Entrapment: A rhetorical strategy employed by Amos, where he first condemns the surrounding nations (which Israel would applaud) to build their confidence, only to then abruptly turn the condemnation onto Israel itself, highlighting their greater guilt.
· Royal Bureaucracy: The administrative system and personnel of a king's court. In Ancient Near Eastern contexts, these often grew large and required significant resources, leading to heavy taxation, land forfeiture, and forced labor from the general population.
· Agrarian Society: A society whose economy is primarily based on agricultural production. Ancient Israel was largely agrarian, making land ownership and agricultural output central to its economy and individual well-being.
· Naboth's Vineyard: A story from 1 Kings (21) where King Ahab desires Naboth's ancestral vineyard. Jezebel orchestrates Naboth's false accusation and execution, allowing Ahab to seize the land. This serves as an illustration of the injustice and land seizure prevalent in the Northern Kingdom.
· Marzeach: An ancient Near Eastern social club or banquet, sometimes associated with idolatrous practices like carousing, drinking, and potentially ancestor worship. Dr. Chisholm discusses this as a possible interpretation for "father and son use the same girl" in Amos 2:7, with the "girl" referring to a hostess.
· Syncretism: The blending of different religious beliefs and practices, often seen in Israel as combining the worship of Yahweh with pagan deities like Baal.
· Nazarite: An individual (male or female) in ancient Israel consecrated to God by a special vow, often involving abstaining from wine and strong drink, not cutting their hair, and avoiding contact with dead bodies. Their vows symbolized dedication to the Lord.
· Prophetic Speech Forms: Structured patterns of communication used by prophets, often identified by scholars. A "judgment speech" typically includes an accusation (identifying wrongdoing) and an announcement of judgment (declaring God's intervention and its results).
· Yada (Hebrew): A Hebrew verb typically translated as "to know." In contexts like Amos 3:2, Dr. Chisholm explains it signifies more than mere intellectual awareness; it implies a special, chosen, and covenantal relationship, recognizing authority and demonstrating loyalty through obedience.
· To Whom Much Is Given, Much Is Required: A theological principle stating that those who have received greater blessings, knowledge, or revelation from God are held to a higher standard of accountability and obedience. This is a central theme in God's judgment of Israel in Amos.
· Salvation History Comes Unraveled: A phrase used by Dr. Chisholm to describe the theme of the next section (Amos 3-6), where the history of God's deliverance and establishment of Israel in the land is reversed due to their covenant violations, leading to exile and slavery.
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1. What is the overarching principle of the first section of Amos (Chapters 1:3-2:5) regarding God's accountability for nations?
The overarching principle is that God holds all nations accountable when they violate His universal standards of morality and ethics. This principle is rooted in the Noahic Covenant, emphasizing the divine image in every human being and the disrespect shown to the Creator when this image is violated through actions like murder. This accountability extends even to contemporary nations, as seen historically in events like the downfall of Nazi Germany.
2. How did Amos "entrap" his Israelite audience, and what was their initial reaction?
Amos entrapped his Israelite audience by first pronouncing judgment on the surrounding nations. The Israelites likely viewed his pronouncements in a positive light, seeing him as a prophet of salvation who was on their side, condemning their enemies. However, this served as a setup to then deliver God's judgment directly to Israel, revealing them as the primary target.
3. What were the specific sins of Israel detailed in Amos 2:6-8 that led to God's judgment?
Israel's specific sins included:
· Injustice and Exploitation: Selling the innocent for silver and the needy for sandals, trampling the poor, and denying justice to the oppressed. This arose from an overextended royal bureaucracy that exploited the agrarian society, leading to widespread land forfeiture and the creation of a landless, oppressed class.
· Profaning God's Holy Name (Idolatry/Immorality): Father and son using the same girl, which is interpreted either as sexual exploitation of the poor or, more recently, as participation in the idolatrous "Marzeach" banquet. In either case, it involved practices that profaned God's name.
· Hypocrisy and Sacrilege in Worship: Lying down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge from the poor and drinking wine taken as fines in the house of their God (or gods). This showed a combination of economic injustice linked with either syncretistic worship or outright idolatry, demonstrating a lack of love for God and neighbor.
4. How does the historical context of Israel's demand for a king in 1 Samuel 8 relate to their later injustices?
Israel's demand for a king in 1 Samuel 8, "like all the nations," led to the establishment of a large royal bureaucracy that eventually became exploitative. Samuel warned them that a king would take their crops, draft their children for military and other services, and take their daughters. This historical trajectory, particularly seen from Solomon onward, resulted in the very injustices Amos condemns: the royal court rigging courts, imposing excessive taxation, and extorting people, leading to the loss of land and the oppression of the poor.
5. What was God's historical intervention for Israel, and how did Israel respond to His spiritual provisions?
God reminded Israel of His powerful interventions on their behalf:
· He destroyed the mighty Amorites (Canaanites) during the conquest of the land.
· He brought them out of Egypt and led them for 40 years in the wilderness, providing for them.
· He raised up prophets and Nazarites from among their children and youths to provide spiritual leadership and dedication.
However, Israel responded by making the Nazarites drink wine (devaluing their vows) and commanding the prophets not to prophesy (silencing God's message), showing disrespect and a devaluing of dedication to the Lord.
6. What was the nature and outcome of God's announced judgment against Israel?
God announced that He would "crush" Israel, likened to a cart loaded with grain. This judgment would manifest as a complete military defeat. Despite their reliance on their army and royal court, the swift would not escape, the strong would not muster their strength, warriors would not save their lives, archers would not stand their ground, and even the bravest warriors would flee naked in panic. This sevenfold description of military defeat signifies a complete and utter destruction.
7. What higher moral standard did God place upon His people, Israel, compared to other nations?
God placed a higher moral standard upon Israel because He had clearly revealed His will to them through the Mosaic Law and had chosen them in a special covenant relationship ("Only you have I known/chosen from all the families of the earth"). This "knowing" implies a unique recognition, authority, and covenant relationship, going beyond the universal Noahic mandate. Therefore, Israel was expected to live a life worthy of their calling, demonstrating loyalty through obedience and a commitment to justice, especially for the vulnerable like the widow and orphan.
8. What is the significant principle that emerges from God's judgment on Israel for believers today?
The significant principle is "to whom much is given, much is required." Just as God expected more from Israel because they had more light and a clearer revelation of His will, He expects a higher moral standard from His people today who have received the truth in Jesus Christ. This means that while it's important to identify sin in the world, believers must first examine their own lives for faithfulness to God. Sins that may seem "less bad" compared to "pagan" actions can be worse in God's sight if committed by those who "should know better" due to their greater knowledge and calling.
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