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1) Abstract
This academic lecture from Dr. David Turner offers an in-depth examination of Matthew chapter 13, focusing on Jesus' parables of the kingdom. It specifically analyzes the parable of the wheat and the weeds, discussing its dualistic and eschatological themes, and critiques common interpretations of the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast, advocating for their portrayal of the kingdom's subtle yet significant growth. The lecture further explores Matthew's use of Psalm 78 as a typological fulfillment through Jesus' parables, highlighting their purpose in revealing God's faithfulness and the ultimate destiny of the kingdom. Finally, it addresses the parables of the hidden treasure, the pearl, and the fishing net, emphasizing the sacrificial pursuit of the kingdom and its universal mission, concluding with the parable of the homeowner and the importance of integrating both "new" Christian teachings and "old" Old Testament scriptures.


2. Briefing Document: 
Top of Form
Matthew 13:24-52: The Parables of the Kingdom II - Detailed Briefing
This briefing document summarizes key themes, interpretations, and significant facts from Dr. David Turner's Lecture 6b on Matthew 13:24-52, focusing on the parables of the kingdom.
I. Overview of the Parabolic Sermon (Matthew 13)
Dr. David Turner's Lecture 6b continues the exploration of Jesus' parabolic sermon in Matthew chapter 13, specifically verses 24-52. This section delves into several parables, their interpretations, and their implications for understanding the Kingdom of Heaven, the nature of good and evil, the growth of God's rule, and the role of disciples.
II. Key Parables and Their Interpretations
A. The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds (Matthew 13:24-30, interpreted 13:36-43)
· Similarities to the Parable of the Sower: Both parables feature motifs of "sowing, seed, and mixed results." However, the specific meanings of sowers and seeds differ.
· New Elements: This parable introduces "the enemy, the weeds, the landowner, the slaves, the harvest, the harvesters, the fire, and the barn."
· Cosmic Battle: The developing dualism between "the landowner and his enemy, the good seed, that is the wheat, versus the weeds, the barn, and the fire, can already be seen as portraying an ominous battle between the cosmic forces of good and evil."
· Dualistic and Eschatological Tone: Jesus' interpretation is more dualistic and eschatological than the Parable of the Sower, emphasizing the "destinies of the two groups" and the "contrasting ethical qualities, literally lawlessness versus righteousness."
· Ultimate Figures: The struggle is ultimately between "Jesus in verse 37 and the devil in verses 38 and 39." Jesus sows "the good seed, the people of the kingdom," while "the enemy, Satan," sows "the weeds."
· Judgment: Matthew's narrative frequently stresses "the end of the age and the judgment," a theme anticipated by John the Baptist and developed by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount. This parable offers a "vivid portrayal of the end of the age."
· The Field is the World, Not the Church: A crucial point is that "Jesus says in verse 38 that the field is the world, not the church." Therefore, the parable does not support a casual attitude toward church discipline or the inevitability of widespread evil within the church. Instead, it "underlines the eventual global ministry of the church." While false disciples exist, "it's not easy to maintain a pure church, but it is mandatory for those who take Jesus' call to discipleship seriously."
B. The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast (Matthew 13:31-33)
· Debate over Meaning: There is significant debate, particularly between dispensationalist and postmillennialist views.
· Classic Dispensationalist View: Often interprets these parables pessimistically, seeing the "imagery... meant to portray the presence of evil within professing Christendom." They argue that "leaven is sometimes in the Bible a symbol of evil."
· Postmillennialist View: Interprets the "images of the growth of the kingdom in the two parables as indicating the ultimate conversion of the world to Christianity before Christ returns." This is a more optimistic view.
1. Critique of Classic Dispensationalism:Their understanding of the kingdom of heaven as a "mystery of evil within Christendom" is "doubtful." The kingdom in Matthew is "the rule of God inaugurated through the words and works of Jesus and consummated at His return."
2. It is "very doubtful that straightforward statements which compare the kingdom of God to leaven or to mustard seed should be understood as a portrayal of evil." Symbols can have varying meanings (e.g., lion for Satan and Jesus).
· True Meaning: These parables "speak of the deceptively subtle yet dramatically significant growth of God's kingdom." Despite initial appearances, the kingdom is advancing. "It may presently seem as insignificant as a mustard seed, but it will eventually be the largest tree in the garden. Its growth may be as imperceptible as the influence of yeast in a loaf of bread, but in the end, it will be pervasive throughout the earth."
· Humble Symbols, Glorious Destiny: The use of "humble symbols like mustard seed and leaven is appropriate for God's humble servant" (Jesus). They portray a "contrast between the present reality and the ultimate destiny of the kingdom. That which is now humble will then be glorious." This realization offers "hope" to the disciples.
C. The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl (Matthew 13:44-46)
· Shared Theme: This "pair of similar parables... describes the sacrificial pursuit of a singular goal."
· Meaning: Unlike interpretations that view Jesus as buying the field/pearl (reading Pauline theology into Matthew), the context suggests these parables fit the "pattern of positive response to the kingdom."
· Discipleship and Sacrifice: The kingdom is portrayed as "a hidden treasure and as a valuable pearl, and it's pursued by men who sell all they have in order to gain it." This aligns with the theme of discipleship in Matthew, where following Jesus "entails the sacrifice of losing one's life for Jesus, and thereby finding it, paradoxically."
· Joy in Possession: These parables highlight "both the sacrifice required in following Jesus and the disciples' joy when they do follow him." This joy is found in "the present possession of the kingdom as well as its future rewards."
D. The Parable of the Fishing Net (Matthew 13:47-50)
· Similar to Weeds Parable: The message is "obviously similar to that of the parable of the weeds."
· Universality of Mission: A key difference is the "presence of fish of every kind," subtly reminding of "the universality of the kingdom mission, which is mandated to all the nations in 28:20." The net "does not discriminate as it gathers the fish, and neither should disciples of the kingdom as they fish for people." This challenges church growth philosophies that overly target specific demographic groups.
· Divine Hand: Disciples are to "be gathering, we need to be sowing, and we need to be preaching the gospel to all the nations and leave it in God's hands as to who will ultimately turn and believe in Jesus."
E. The Parable of the Homeowner (Matthew 13:51-52)
· Recognition as a Parable: This passage is correctly identified as a parable due to its "classic parabolic introduction" (verse 52), despite its brevity.
· Context: It concludes Jesus' third discourse, following the disciples' affirmation that they understand his parabolic teaching (though this understanding is qualified by later events, e.g., 15:15).
· Disciples as "Scribes of the Kingdom": Surprisingly, Jesus refers to his disciples as "scribes or teachers of religious law," a term usually associated with his enemies. However, in their "teaching capacity, they will function in Matthew's Christian Jewish community just like the scribes functioned in the larger Jewish community."
· New and Old Treasures: The homeowner "utilizes both new and old treasures."
· Old: Refers to "Israel's pre-Christian scriptures" (the Old Testament), which are "still part of the kingdom's scribe's resources."
· New: Refers to "the ultimately definitive teachings of Jesus about the kingdom," which are to be used "first as the scribes' primary resources."
· Fulfillment of Old by New: This parable highlights Jesus' teaching that he came "not to cancel but to fulfill the law and the prophets" (Matthew 5:17). The New Testament builds upon the Old. As Hagner states, "Christians must represent a Christianity which encompasses both Testaments." It is crucial to understand the Old Testament to fully grasp the New.
III. Fulfillment Citation and Typology (Matthew 13:34-35, citing Psalm 78)
· Matthew's Commentary: Matthew cites Psalm 78:2 as a fulfillment of Jesus' practice of speaking in parables.
· Asaph's Purpose in Psalm 78: Asaph spoke of God's faithfulness to Israel's rebellious people, recounting "God's mighty acts of redemption." He styled his historical narrative as parabolic because:
1. Matters known to his generation were "ancient secrets to the coming generation."
2. His recounting "reveals the profound pattern that may be discerned from the bare historical events," interpreting Israel's story as God's faithfulness despite sin.
· Matthew's Typological Use: While Psalm 78 is not a direct prediction of Jesus, Matthew uses it typologically. "Matthew's penchant for typology, his finding of patterns in Old Testament history which are filled with ultimate significance by Jesus, is well known."
· Jesus as Fulfiller: "As Asaph utters profundities for a new generation, so Jesus reveals the ultimate secrets of the kingdom of heaven to his own generation." Just as Asaph's reflection revealed truth, Jesus' parables "equip his disciples to bring out of their treasure things new and old in their teaching."
IV. Core Themes in Matthew 13
· The Mixed Reception of the Kingdom Message: Jesus' parables consistently show "that the kingdom will have a mixed reception all the way to the end of the age." (Parable of the Sower, Wheat and Weeds, Fishing Net).
· The Deceptive Growth of the Kingdom: The Kingdom's growth is "real, though imperceptible," and its "humble beginnings will eventually lead to a substantial entity." (Mustard Seed, Yeast).
· Sacrifice and Reward in Discipleship: Entering the kingdom requires great sacrifice, but those who abandon everything to follow Jesus will be "greatly rewarded." (Hidden Treasure, Pearl).
· Dualism and Eschatological Judgment: There is an "ominous battle between the cosmic forces of good and evil," culminating in a clear "judgment to Kovalo" at the end of the age. (Wheat and Weeds, Fishing Net).
· The Role of Disciples as Kingdom Scribes: Disciples are called to understand and teach "things new and old," drawing from both the Old Testament and Jesus' definitive teachings.
· God's Inaugurated Rule: The "kingdom in Matthew is the rule of God inaugurated through the words and works of Jesus and consummated at His return." It is not merely a future concept but a present reality that is advancing.


4) Study Guide: Study Guide: Matthew 13 – Parables of the Kingdom II
I. Overview of Matthew 13:24-52: The Parables of the Kingdom II
This lecture continues the exploration of Jesus' parabolic sermon in Matthew chapter 13, focusing on the parables from verse 24 onwards. It delves into the interpretations of these parables, their theological implications, and their connection to Old Testament prophecy and the broader narrative of Matthew's Gospel.
II. Key Parables and Their Interpretations
A. The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds (Matthew 13:24-30)
· Similarities to Parable of the Sower: Sowing, seed, mixed results.
· New Elements: Enemy, weeds (tares), landowner, slaves, harvest, harvesters, fire, barn.
· Developing Dualism: Portrays an ominous battle between cosmic forces of good and evil (landowner vs. enemy, wheat vs. weeds, barn vs. fire).
· Jesus' Interpretation (Matthew 13:36-43):More dualistic and eschatological tone than the Sower.
· Stresses destinies of two groups (righteous vs. lawless).
· Highlights contrasting roles of Jesus (sower of good seed) and the Devil (sower of weeds).
· Crucial Point: The "field" is the world, not the church. This parable does not support a casual attitude towards church discipline or the inevitability of evil within the church. It underlines the eventual global ministry and God's ultimate judgment.
B. The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast (Matthew 13:31-33)
· Dispensationalist View (Classic): Interprets these parables pessimistically, seeing them as portraying the presence of evil within professing Christendom (organized/nominal Christianity). Leaven (yeast) and birds nesting are seen as symbols of evil.
· Postmillennialist View: Interprets these parables optimistically, seeing them as indicating the ultimate conversion of the world to Christianity before Christ's return.
· Critique of Classic Dispensationalism:Understanding of "kingdom of heaven" as "mystery of evil within Christendom" is doubtful; rather, it is God's inaugurated rule.
· It's doubtful straightforward comparisons of the kingdom to leaven or mustard seed portray evil.
· Symbols (like birds or lions) can have different meanings in different contexts.
· Preferred Interpretation: These parables speak of the deceptively subtle yet dramatically significant growth of God's kingdom from humble beginnings to a pervasive reality. They contrast the present insignificant reality with the glorious ultimate destiny.
C. The Parable of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl (Matthew 13:44-46)
· Common Misinterpretation: God redeeming the church (Jesus as buyer).
· Preferred Interpretation (Contextual): These parables portray the sacrificial pursuit of a singular goal by those who respond positively to the kingdom.
· The kingdom is so valuable that individuals sell everything to obtain it.
· Connects to discipleship: leaving all to follow Jesus, paradoxically gaining life by losing it, sacrifice leading to great reward and joy.
D. The Parable of the Fishing Net (Matthew 13:47-50)
· Similarities to Wheat and Weeds: Judgment and separation at the end of the age.
· Differences: Presence of "fish of every kind" (not just two types of plants).
· Implication: Subtle reminder of the universality of the kingdom mission (mandated to all nations). The net gathers indiscriminately, and disciples should not discriminate in "fishing for people."
E. The Parable of the Homeowner / Scribe (Matthew 13:51-52)
· Identified as a Parable: Due to the "like the head of a household" formula, similar to other parables.
· Role of the Scribe/Disciple: Compared to a homeowner utilizing both "new and old treasures."
· "New and Old" Interpretation:Old: Israel's pre-Christian scriptures (Old Testament) – not obsolete but foundational.
· New: Jesus' ultimately definitive teachings about the kingdom – primary resources for kingdom scribes.
· Significance: Stresses the importance of understanding both Testaments. The New Testament's "superstructure" is built upon the Old Testament's "foundation." Kingdom scribes must manage God's household with both the fulfilled old revelation and the new definitive teachings of Jesus.
III. Fulfillment Citation: Psalm 78 (Matthew 13:34-35)
· Context: Matthew's commentary on Jesus speaking in parables.
· Connection to Psalm 78:2: Jesus' parabolic teaching fulfills Asaph's practice of uttering "secrets hidden since ancient times."
· Why Asaph's Narrative is "Parabolic":Matters well-known to his generation were "ancient secrets" to the coming generation (poetic hyperbole).
· His recounting of the past interprets Israel's story, revealing a profound pattern of God's faithfulness despite sin and judgment.
· Why Matthew Cites Psalm 78:Matthew's "penchant for typology" (finding patterns in OT history fulfilled by Jesus).
· As Asaph revealed profundities for a new generation, Jesus reveals the ultimate secrets of the kingdom for his generation.
· Jesus' parables lay out the pattern of reception and rejection of the growing kingdom, leading to ultimate judgment and reward.
· Jesus' parables equip disciples to bring out "new and old" (Old Testament truth and Jesus' new definitive teachings).
IV. Eschatological and Judgment Themes in Matthew
· The parables of the Wheat and Weeds and the Fishing Net highlight the end of the age and judgment.
· Matthew's Gospel frequently stresses eschatological judgment:
· John the Baptist's warnings.
· Jesus as eschatological judge (Sermon on the Mount).
· Bliss of the future kingdom for faithful disciples.
· Gentiles sharing in the eschatological banquet.
· Reward for confessing Jesus and aiding messengers.
· Worse judgment for unbelieving towns.
· Unforgivable sin against the Holy Spirit.
· These themes build to the vivid portrayals of judgment in Matthew 13 and are developed further throughout the Gospel (e.g., Matt 24-25).
V. Disciples' Understanding and the Kingdom Message
· Many hearers (crowds) do not understand the kingdom message.
· Jewish religious leaders show animosity.
· Disciples are initially slow to grasp (e.g., 13:10, 13:36, 15:15).
· Yet, they affirm understanding in 13:51, which Jesus takes "with a grain of salt."
· Jesus' parables teach:
· Mixed reception of the kingdom until the end.
· Real but imperceptible growth, leading to a substantial entity.
· Great sacrifice required for entry, leading to great reward.
· The mysterious, enigmatic nature of parabolic teaching.
Quiz: Matthew 13:24-52 – Parables of the Kingdom II
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. How does the parable of the wheat and weeds portray the cosmic forces of good and evil?
2. What is a common dispensationalist interpretation of the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast, and why does the lecture critique it?
3. According to the lecture, what is the primary meaning of the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast regarding the kingdom of God?
4. How do the parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl relate to Christian discipleship?
5. What significant difference exists between the parable of the fishing net and the parable of the wheat and weeds, and what does this difference imply?
6. Why does Matthew cite Psalm 78:2 in relation to Jesus' use of parables?
7. In what two ways does the lecture explain why Asaph's historical narrative in Psalm 78 could be styled as "parabolic and enigmatic"?
8. What is the main point Jesus is making when he calls his disciples "scribes" in the parable of the homeowner, and how does it relate to "new and old" treasures?
9. Why does the lecture emphasize that the "field" in the parable of the wheat and weeds is the world and not the church?
10. Despite the disciples claiming to understand Jesus' parables in Matthew 13:51, what does the lecture suggest about their actual comprehension?
Quiz Answer Key
1. The parable of the wheat and weeds introduces new elements like the enemy, weeds, harvest, and fire, which deepen the dualism. This imagery, especially the contrast between the landowner and his enemy, and the wheat versus the weeds, portrays an ominous battle between the cosmic forces of good (God's people) and evil (Satan's influence).
2. Classic dispensationalists often interpret the mustard seed and yeast parables as portraying the growth of evil within organized Christianity (Christendom). The lecture critiques this by arguing that the kingdom of heaven is God's rule, not a mystery of evil, and that biblical symbols like leaven or birds are not invariably evil.
3. The parables of the mustard seed and the yeast speak of the deceptively subtle yet dramatically significant growth of God's kingdom. They illustrate how God's rule, despite its humble and seemingly insignificant beginnings, will eventually expand to become pervasive throughout the earth.
4. The parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl describe the sacrificial pursuit of a singular, invaluable goal—the kingdom. They highlight that following Jesus entails giving up everything one has (selling all) to gain the incomparable treasure of the kingdom, leading to great reward and joy for the disciple.
5. The parable of the fishing net includes "fish of every kind," unlike the wheat and weeds which only have two types of plants. This subtle difference suggests the universality of the kingdom mission, implying that disciples should not discriminate when "fishing for people" but should preach the gospel to all nations.
6. Matthew cites Psalm 78:2 to show that Jesus' parabolic teaching fulfills an Old Testament pattern of revealing profound truths. Just as Asaph uttered "secrets hidden since ancient times" to a new generation, Jesus reveals the ultimate secrets of the kingdom of heaven to his contemporaries through parables.
7. Asaph's narrative was styled as parabolic because matters well-known to his generation were ancient secrets to the coming generation, involving poetic hyperbole. Additionally, Asaph didn't just recount history; he interpreted it to reveal a profound pattern of God's faithfulness to Israel despite their sin, which was a "secret" truth.
8. Jesus calls his disciples "scribes" to indicate their future teaching capacity within the Christian Jewish community. They are like homeowners who bring forth both "new and old" treasures, meaning they will utilize Israel's pre-Christian scriptures (the old) alongside Jesus' definitive new teachings about the kingdom.
9. The lecture emphasizes that the "field" is the world to correct the misconception that the parable supports a casual attitude toward church discipline or that evil within the church is inevitable. Instead, it underscores the global scope of the church's ministry and the ultimate judgment that will separate the righteous from the lawless in the world.
10. Despite their affirmative answer, the lecture suggests that Jesus took their claim of understanding "with a proverbial grain of salt." This is supported by later passages in Matthew where the disciples clearly demonstrate a lack of understanding, indicating that Jesus frequently needed to continue ministering to and helping them grasp his teachings.
Essay Format Questions
1. Compare and contrast the classic dispensationalist interpretation of the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast with the lecture's preferred interpretation. Discuss the theological implications of each view regarding the nature and growth of God's kingdom.
2. Analyze Matthew's use of Psalm 78:2 in Matthew 13:34-35. Explain why Asaph's historical narrative is considered "parabolic" and how Matthew's typological view of the Old Testament informs his citation, connecting it to Jesus' teaching mission.
3. Discuss how the parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl, along with the parable of the fishing net, contribute to Matthew's overall theme of discipleship and the nature of the kingdom of heaven. How do these parables encourage or challenge believers in their response to the kingdom message?
4. Examine the eschatological and judgment themes present in Matthew 13, particularly as highlighted in the parables of the wheat and weeds and the fishing net. Trace how these themes are developed elsewhere in Matthew's Gospel and explain their significance for understanding the "end of the age."
5. Explain the significance of the parable of the homeowner (Matthew 13:51-52) in concluding Jesus' parabolic discourse. Discuss what it means for kingdom "scribes" to bring forth "new and old" treasures, and how this concept reflects Matthew's broader theological emphasis on the relationship between the Old Testament and Jesus' teachings.
Glossary of Key Terms
· Parabolic Sermon/Discourse: A major section in Matthew 13 where Jesus teaches about the kingdom of heaven using parables.
· Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds (Tares): A parable describing the coexistence of "good seed" (sons of the kingdom) and "weeds" (sons of the evil one) in the world until the harvest (end of the age), when separation and judgment occur.
· Dualism: The concept of two opposing forces or principles, often referring to the cosmic struggle between good (God, Jesus) and evil (Satan).
· Eschatological: Pertaining to the "last things" or the end times, including judgment, the consummation of God's kingdom, and the future destiny of humanity.
· Dispensationalism (Classic): A theological system that interprets biblical history as a series of distinct "dispensations" or ages. Classic dispensationalists often held a pessimistic view of the current age, seeing evil growth in Christendom.
· Postmillennialism: A theological view that believes Christ will return after a "millennium" (a long period, not necessarily a literal 1000 years) during which the world will be largely converted to Christianity and experience a golden age of righteousness and peace, often through the Church's efforts.
· Kingdom of Heaven (Kingdom of God): In Matthew, refers to God's rule, inaugurated through Jesus' words and works and consummated at his return.
· Mystery: In a biblical context, often refers to a truth previously hidden but now revealed by God, particularly concerning the nature of His kingdom.
· Parable of the Mustard Seed: A parable illustrating the growth of the kingdom of heaven from seemingly insignificant beginnings to a great and prominent entity.
· Parable of the Yeast (Leaven): A parable illustrating the pervasive and transformative influence of the kingdom of heaven, spreading subtly throughout something (like yeast in dough) until it affects the whole.
· Parable of the Hidden Treasure: A parable describing someone finding a valuable treasure hidden in a field and selling everything they have to buy that field, illustrating the immense value of the kingdom and the sacrifice required to gain it.
· Parable of the Pearl of Great Value: A parable describing a merchant selling everything to buy a single, supremely valuable pearl, reinforcing the theme of the kingdom's immense worth and the costly commitment required for its possession.
· Parable of the Fishing Net: A parable comparing the kingdom to a net that gathers all kinds of fish, which are then sorted (good from bad) at the end, symbolizing the universal scope of the gospel and the final judgment.
· Typology: A method of biblical interpretation where a person, event, or institution in the Old Testament is seen as a "type" (pattern or prefigurement) of a corresponding "antitype" in the New Testament, especially fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
· Asaph: The psalmist (or guild of psalmists) traditionally associated with Psalm 78, cited by Matthew.
· Scribe/Homeowner Parable: The final parable in Matthew 13, where a "scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven" is compared to a homeowner who brings forth "new and old" treasures, symbolizing the disciple's role in teaching both Old Testament truth and Jesus' new definitive teachings.


4) FAQs: 
Top of Form
What is the primary theme of the parables of the kingdom in Matthew 13?
The parables in Matthew 13, particularly those discussed in this lecture, focus on the nature and growth of the "kingdom of heaven" or "kingdom of God." They collectively portray the kingdom's humble beginnings, its subtle yet significant growth, the mixed reception it receives, the ultimate judgment that distinguishes between good and evil, and the sacrificial commitment required for discipleship. They reveal the profound truth of God's redemptive grace and faithfulness, contrasting the kingdom's present reality with its glorious ultimate destiny.
How does the parable of the wheat and the weeds (tares) differ from the parable of the sower, and what is its main message?
While both parables feature sowing, seed, and mixed results, their specific meanings differ. In the parable of the wheat and the weeds, the sower is Jesus and the good seed represents the "people of the kingdom," while the enemy is Satan who sows weeds (evil people). The field is explicitly identified as the world, not the church. The main message is one of cosmic struggle between good and evil, culminating in a clear, dualistic, and eschatological judgment where the righteous are gathered and the wicked are destroyed by fire. It emphasizes that while distinguishing between good and evil may be difficult in the present, a final separation will occur at the end of the age. This parable should not be interpreted as supporting a casual attitude toward church discipline, as other Matthean texts emphasize the importance of godly living among Christians.
What is the ongoing debate regarding the meaning of the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast (leaven)?
There is significant debate over the meaning of these two short parables. The "dispensationalist school" traditionally interprets them pessimistically, seeing the imagery (birds in the mustard tree, leaven as evil) as portraying the presence of evil within "Christendom" (nominal Christianity). This view often cites biblical instances where leaven symbolizes evil. In contrast, "postmillennialism" views these parables optimistically, understanding the growth imagery to indicate the ultimate conversion of the world to Christianity before Christ's return. The lecture argues against the classic dispensationalist position, suggesting that interpreting straightforward comparisons of the kingdom to mustard seed and yeast as portrayals of evil is doubtful. Instead, it asserts that these parables speak of the deceptively subtle yet dramatically significant growth of God's kingdom from humble beginnings to a pervasive force, aligning with the idea that symbols can have different meanings in different contexts (e.g., a lion representing both Satan and Jesus).
Why does Matthew cite Psalm 78 in relation to Jesus' use of parables?
Matthew cites Psalm 78:2 to explain why Jesus taught in parables. In Psalm 78, Asaph recounts God's historical faithfulness to Israel, styling these well-known matters as "secrets hidden since ancient times" for a new generation. Matthew sees this as a precedent and a typological pattern that Jesus fulfills. Just as Asaph revealed profound truths from the past to a new generation, Jesus reveals the "ultimate secrets of the kingdom of heaven" to his contemporaries through parables. This citation highlights that Jesus' parables, though mysterious, are a means of revealing the pattern of the kingdom's reception and rejection, leading to ultimate judgment and reward. It also suggests that disciples, like scribes, are equipped to draw out both "new" and "old" truths from their understanding, building upon ancient revelation with Jesus' definitive teachings.
How do the parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl illustrate discipleship?
These two similar parables describe the sacrificial pursuit of a singular, invaluable goal: the kingdom of heaven. They portray individuals who, upon discovering the kingdom (whether as a hidden treasure or a valuable pearl), sell everything they own in order to acquire it. This illustrates the absolute commitment and sacrifice required for genuine discipleship, aligning with other Matthean teachings where Jesus' followers are called to leave behind family and possessions, lose their lives to find them, and forgo worldly wealth for eternal reward. Despite the significant cost, the parables also convey the profound joy experienced by those who make such a sacrifice, emphasizing the present possession of the kingdom and its future rewards.
What is the significance of the parable of the fishing net?
The parable of the fishing net is similar to the parable of the weeds in its emphasis on ultimate judgment and separation. However, a key difference is the presence of "fish of every kind," which may subtly hint at the universal mission of the kingdom, extending to "all the nations." The net's indiscriminate gathering of fish suggests that kingdom disciples should not discriminate when "fishing for people" but should preach the gospel broadly. While acknowledging the ultimate distinction between those who believe and those who don't, the parable encourages gathering people from all backgrounds, leaving the final discernment to God.
What is the role of the "scribe of the kingdom" as described in the parable of the homeowner?
The parable of the homeowner (or householder) describes a "scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven" as being like a homeowner who brings out "new and old treasures" from his storeroom. This implies that disciples, acting as teachers (scribes), must utilize both Israel's "old" pre-Christian scriptures and Jesus' "new," ultimately definitive teachings about the kingdom. The "old" is not obsolete but foundational, and the "new" (Jesus' teachings) are the primary resources for understanding God's reign and fulfilling the law and the prophets. This highlights the importance of understanding both Testaments for a comprehensive grasp of Christian truth and for effectively managing God's "household" through teaching.
What is the overall outlook on the kingdom's growth and reception based on these parables?
The parables collectively present a nuanced view of the kingdom's growth and reception. While its beginnings may seem humble and imperceptible (mustard seed, yeast), it is destined for dramatic and pervasive expansion. The kingdom will experience a mixed reception, with both positive responses (fruitful soil, sacrificial pursuit) and negative responses (unbelief, rejection). Despite this mixed reception and the presence of evil (weeds), the parables affirm the real advance of God's rule. Ultimately, there will be a clear, definitive judgment at the end of the age, separating the righteous from the wicked. This provides both a hopeful vision of the kingdom's ultimate triumph and a sober reminder of the sacrifices and challenges inherent in discipleship and the reality of future accountability.
Bottom of Form

