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1) Abstract:  
The provided text offers an in-depth lecture on specific chapters of the Book of 
Matthew, focusing on key teachings of Jesus. It analyzes Matthew 6, exploring 
concepts of genuine versus counterfeit religion, including proper approaches to 
giving, prayer, and fasting, and the Lord's Prayer as a model for kingdom priorities. 
The lecture then transitions to material possessions and anxiety in Matthew 6:19-
34, emphasizing reliance on God's care. Finally, it examines Matthew 7, addressing 
judgmentalism versus discernment, the certainty of God answering prayer, and 
three stern warnings about the two paths, two trees, and two foundations, 
highlighting the importance of obedience and a transformed life. 

 

2) Briefing Document: Briefing Document: Key Themes from Matthew 6-

7 

This briefing document summarizes the main themes and important ideas from 
Matthew 6-7, drawing from Dr. David Turner's "Matthew Lecture 4A." The lecture 
highlights Jesus' teachings on genuine religion, the proper approach to prayer, the 
handling of material possessions and anxiety, discernment, and the critical 
importance of obedience to His words. 

I. Counterfeit vs. Genuine Religion (Matthew 6:1-18) 

Jesus distinguishes between external religious performance designed for human 
applause and genuine acts motivated by a desire for God's approval. The core 
principle is "that holiness comes from the inside out. The disciple's character is to 
be modeled on the father's character, and the disciple's performance is to be done 
for the father's approval." 
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• Hypocritical vs. Genuine Practice: Jesus addresses three core religious 
duties for the Christian Jewish community: alms/giving, prayer, and fasting. In 
each case, "Jesus first prohibits hypocritical religion and its ostentatious 
activity with the wrong motivation to be admired by others, and his solemn 
affirmation that they have their reward, contrasted with genuine religion, 
which is commanded. The activity should be carried out in secret to be seen 
only by the father, who will, in due time, reward the believer." 

• Motivation and Reward: Acts done "with the intention to impress people, 
since acts done with the intention of impressing people will not be rewarded 
by the heavenly father." This cuts against "Western culture, which is often 
characterized by exhibitionism and ostentation." The fleeting "applause of 
today's crowd is to forfeit the approval of our Heavenly Father tomorrow and 
forever." True disciples "are content to be noticed by the Father, realizing that 
the crowd's approval doesn't matter in the light of eternity." 

II. The Model for Prayer (Matthew 6:9-15) 

The Lord's Prayer serves as a "model prayer for his disciples," not a "mantra to be 
mindlessly and superstitiously repeated," but an "example of godly kingdom 
priorities in prayer." 

• Addressee and Priorities: Prayer is addressed to the "Heavenly Father," 
balancing His "goodness and His greatness," intimacy and awe. The primary 
priority is not receiving "goods and services from God but to render service to 
God." This means promoting "God's name or his reputation, the advancement 
of his kingdom or his rule, and the performance of his will." 

• Daily Needs, Pardon, and Protection: Disciples pray for "daily bread," 
representing "the necessities rather than the luxuries of life." They pray for 
"pardon," recognizing their shortcomings and the need for God's forgiveness, 
which "comes with a corresponding responsibility, extending pardon to 
others. A forgiven person is a forgiving person." They also pray for "protection 
from temptation to sin" and "deliverance from the strategies of the evil one." 

• Forgiveness as a Prerequisite: A crucial principle is that disciples "may not 
presume to ask God to forgive them if they have not forgiven others." 
Reconciliation with God is intertwined with "reconciliation with neighbors." It 



3 
 

"is not that we merit God's forgiveness by forgiving others, but that we 
demonstrate God has forgiven us when we forgive others." 

III. Material Possessions and Anxiety (Matthew 6:19-34) 

This section addresses the human tendency towards "anxious materialism," 
contrasting it with "kingdom priorities" and trust in God's provision. 

• Prohibition of Materialism and Anxiety: Jesus prohibits "materialistic 
activities and anxious thoughts." The futility of worry and "the assurance of 
the Father's care" are key motivations. 

• Prioritizing God's Kingdom: Instead of materialistic pursuits, "we are to 
pursue kingdom priorities." "If we seek the Father's kingdom first, our needs 
will be met. We'll receive what we didn't seek." Disciples must "prioritize their 
allegiance to God, His rule, and His righteous standards. In so doing, they will 
receive all they need to eat and to wear, as it were, as fringe benefits." 

• God's Knowledge and Care: The Heavenly Father "knows what they need 
even before they can ask Him about it," and His care is "much greater than His 
care for birds and flowers." 

IV. Discernment vs. Judgmentalism and Gullibility (Matthew 7:1-6) 

Jesus warns against "hypocritical judgmentalism" while also cautioning against 
"naive simpletons" or "gullibility." 

• Prohibition of Censorious Judgmentalism: Matthew 7:1, often misquoted, 
does not forbid all judgment. Instead, Jesus "forbids a rigid, censorious 
judgmentalism which scrutinizes others without even a glance at oneself." 
"Genuine, honest introspection is an indispensable prerequisite for clear 
discernment and just moral judgments." 

• The "Log in Your Own Eye": The hyperbolic illustration of the "log" highlights 
the need for self-examination before judging others. If we don't remove the 
log from our own eye, "we won't be able to discern the difference between a 
fellow believer with a relatively minor problem and an enemy who will do 
great harm to the kingdom." 

• Warning Against Gullibility: On the opposite extreme, Jesus warns against 
being naive with those who "viciously reject and continue to scorn the 
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gospel," who "must be regarded as dangerous enemies of the kingdom whose 
evil actions can do great damage." 

V. Assurance in Prayer and the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:7-12) 

This section reassures disciples of God's benevolent response to prayer and 
encapsulates the principle of treating others as one wishes to be treated. 

• God's Benevolence: Jesus emphasizes that God "will certainly answer their 
prayers from the depths of His goodness." God is "not ignorant, and neither is 
He impotent. He's not malevolent. He's not an evildoer." He "will give good 
gifts." 

• The Golden Rule (7:12): Although not explicitly expounded in the provided 
text, the lecturer notes that some scholars connect 7:7-11 to the theme of 
how to treat people, suggesting that "one must treat people with 
discernment, not judgmentally or gullibly, but with the same generosity 
exhibited by our Heavenly Father in answering prayers." 

VI. Warnings and Conclusion to the Sermon (Matthew 7:13-27) 

The sermon concludes with stern warnings, presenting "two contrasting responses 
to the sermon in the form of three metaphors," emphasizing the "ethical dualism" of 
obedience versus disobedience. There is "no middle ground." 

• Two Gates/Roads (7:13-14):The "wide gate" and "easy road" lead to 
"destruction, separation from God" and "hell." 

• The "narrow gate" and "arduous" path of discipleship lead to "eternal life," 
"freedom, sharing in the life of God." 

• Two Trees/Fruits (7:15-20): This metaphor focuses on "false prophets," who 
"masquerade as sheep" but are "wolves." They can be unmasked by their 
"works, pictured as fruit," which must be "inspected by the standards of the 
sermon." An "upright lifestyle is compatible with discipleship." 

• Two Builders/Foundations (7:24-27):The "wise builder" constructs on "the 
rock" through "obedient deeds... who act on what they hear from their 
master," resulting in an "enduring house." 
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• The "foolish cobbler" builds on "sand" through "inactivity of the complacent 
hearers who do nothing," resulting in a "doomed edifice." 

• The Call to Obedience: The overarching message is that hearers, both 
ancient and modern, "can dare to walk away unchanged, complacent. To do 
so is ultimately not to weather the storm, to be eternally separated from 
Jesus, to arrive in hell." The authoritative words of Jesus demand a 
transformative response. 

 

3) Study Guide: Matthew 6-7: Prayer, Worries, and Other Matters - Study 

Guide 

I. Overview of Matthew 6-7 

• Structure: Divided into approximately five sections, focusing on key 
teachings of Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount. 

• Key Themes: Counterfeit vs. Genuine Religion, the Model Prayer, Relation to 
Material Possessions, Judgmentalism vs. Discernment, and Final Warnings 
about Discipleship. 

• Connection to Matthew 5: Continues to elucidate the "greater 
righteousness" expected of disciples, exceeding that of Jewish leaders (5:20) 
and emulating the Father's character (5:48). 

II. Counterfeit and Genuine Religion (Matthew 6:1-18) 

• General Principle (6:1): Disciples must watch out for religious acts done with 
the intention to impress people; such acts will not be rewarded by the 
Heavenly Father. 

• Three Religious Duties (Repetitive Pattern):Alms/Giving to the Poor (6:2-
4):Prohibition: Publicizing names of donors, "blowing trumpets." 

• Genuine: Giving in secret, seen only by the Father, who will reward. 

• Violation: Paying for human approval, forfeiting divine approval. 

• Prayer (6:5-15):Prohibition: Ostentatious, long, eloquent prayers to impress 
others. 



6 
 

• Genuine: Praying in secret, for God's approval. 

• Misconception: Confusing eloquence/length with effectiveness; assuming 
God is ignorant or reluctant. 

• Fasting (6:16-18):Prohibition: Drawing attention to one's fasting to be 
admired. 

• Genuine: Fasting in secret, for God's approval. 

• Tendency: Ignoring fasting altogether, or publicizing "above and beyond" 
religious endeavors. 

• Core Lesson: To gain fleeting human applause is to forfeit the Father's 
approval in eternity. Disciples are content to be noticed by the Father alone. 

• Holiness: Comes from the inside out; character modeled on the Father's, 
performance for the Father's approval. 

III. The Model for Prayer / The Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:9-15) 

• Purpose: Not a mindless mantra, but an example of godly kingdom priorities. 

• Person Addressed (6:9-10):"Father": Leads to intimacy and community (He 
is "ours," not just "mine"). Relationship with human father can color 
perception. 

• "in Heaven": Leads to awe and reverence (God blends goodness/greatness, 
grace/power, imminence/transcendence). Avoids one-sided sentimentality or 
austere apathy. 

• Priorities (6:9-10):Motive: To render service to God, not primarily to receive 
goods/services. 

• Core Petitions (essentially one): Promotion of God's name/reputation, 
advancement of His kingdom/rule, performance of His will. 

• Burning Desire: To see the Father honored on earth as in heaven. 

• Kingdom of God: Encroaches on Satan's domain through faith in Christ and 
disciples' growth; not mere escapism but seeking heaven's interests on earth. 
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• Problems Prayed About (6:11-13):Daily Provisions (6:11): Necessities, not 
luxuries. Trust the Father implicitly, not worry about tomorrow. Pardon (6:12): 
Recognition of ethical lapses; admitting spiritual poverty. Receiving pardon 
comes with responsibility: extending pardon to others. "A forgiven person is a 
forgiving person." 

• Protection (6:13): From temptation to sin and strategies of the evil one. 
Breaking the cycle of temptation-sin-forgiveness. 

• Governing Principle (6:14-15): Disciples cannot presume God's forgiveness if 
they have not forgiven others. Reconciliation with God requires reconciliation 
with neighbors. Forgiving others demonstrates God's forgiveness in us. 

IV. Material Possessions and Anxiety (Matthew 6:19-34) 

• Interweaving Themes: Commands against anxiety and materialism, 
commands to believe God will meet needs. 

• Structure: Repetitive use of: 

1. Prohibition: Against materialistic activities and anxious thoughts (e.g., 6:19, 
25, 31, 34a). 

2. Exhortation: To have kingdom priorities in action and thought (e.g., 6:20, 33). 

3. Motivation: Statements, proverbs, rhetorical questions moving towards 
obedience (e.g., 6:21-24, 26-30, 32, 34b). 

• Core Idea: Instead of materialistic pursuits, pursue kingdom priorities due to 
the futility of worry and the assurance of the Father's care. 

• Connection to Lord's Prayer: Closely tied to the request for "daily bread." 

• Summary: Put God first. Live for the Father's reward. Express zeal for God's 
glory first, then concern for needs. God's care is greater than for 
birds/flowers. 

• Paradox: Seek the Father's kingdom first, and needs will be met (receive what 
wasn't sought). Seek own needs first, be no different than pagans. 
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• Disciple's Posture: Prioritize allegiance to God, His rule, and righteous 
standards. Needs (food, clothing) become "fringe benefits." Don't let needs 
dominate, but also don't think God doesn't care. 

V. Judgmentalism and Discernment (Matthew 7:1-6) 

• Warning Against Judgmentalism (7:1-5):Misquoted Verse: 7:1 is often 
misinterpreted as forbidding all judgment. 

• Jesus Forbids: Rigid, censorious judgmentalism that scrutinizes others 
without self-reflection. 

• Jesus Permits/Exemplifies: Discerning judgments about individuals and 
teachings (analysis and evaluation, not condemnation). 

• Prerequisite for Clear Discernment: Genuine, honest introspection 
("removing the log from one's own eye"). 

• Goal of Judgment: Constructive, not retributive (disciples love enemies, not 
"eye for an eye"). 

• Hypocrisy: If ignorant of self, arrogant toward others. 

• Warning Against Gullibility (7:6):Opposite Extreme: Not being naive 
simpletons. 

• Meaning: Be wary of those who viciously reject the gospel or are dangerous 
enemies of the kingdom. Discern the difference between a minor problem in 
a believer and serious harm from an enemy. 

VI. Prayer and God's Goodness (Matthew 7:7-12) 

• Context: Seen as a postscript to the model prayer (6:9-13). Reassurance that 
God knows and cares. 

• God's Awareness (6:8, 32): God knows disciples' needs before they ask. 

• Certainty of Answer (7:7-8): God "will certainly answer" prayers. 

• Goodness of Answer (7:9-11): God is not ignorant, impotent, or malevolent; 
He "will give good gifts." 
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• The Golden Rule (7:12): Often connected to the previous theme of treating 
people, suggesting that treating others with discernment and generosity 
reflects the Father's generosity in answering prayers. This verse encapsulates 
the law and the prophets. 

VII. Final Warnings: Two Ways, Two Trees, Two Builders (Matthew 7:13-27) 

• Ethical Dualism: Strong statement of either obeying or disobeying 
God/Jesus; "no middle ground." 

• Three Metaphors for Contrasting Responses:Two Gates/Roads (7:13-
14):Wide Gate/Easy Road: Leads to destruction/hell (antinomianism). 
Seems to promise freedom but ends in separation from God. 

• Narrow Gate/Arduous Path: Leads to eternal life/freedom/sharing in God's 
life (discipleship). Seems difficult but arrives at the best destination. 

• Two Trees/Fruits (7:15-23):Focus: False prophets who masquerade as sheep 
but are wolves. 

• Discernment: Unmasked by their "fruit" (works/ethical activities) according 
to kingdom standards. 

• Deception: Can perform prophetic activities, exorcisms, miracles, and 
mouth Jesus' lordship. 

• Importance of Lifestyle: Upright lifestyle is compatible with discipleship; 
faith without works is dead (James 2:26). Avoid "cheap grace" and 
antinomianism. 

• Two Builders/Foundations (7:24-27):Wise Builder (Rock): Constructs a 
solid house through obedient deeds, acting on what they hear from Jesus. 
Enduring. 

• Foolish Builder (Sand): Constructs a shoddy house through 
inactivity/complacent hearing. Doomed. 

• The Difference: Obedient deeds vs. inactivity. 

• Conclusion: Readers cannot walk away unchanged or complacent. 
Disobedience leads to eternal separation from Jesus. Heed warnings, 
weather the storm, enter the kingdom, find life. 
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• Authority of Jesus' Words (7:28-29): The original hearers marveled at the 
authoritative word of God from His Messiah. 

Quiz: Matthew 6-7 

Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences. 

1. According to Matthew 6:1-18, what is the primary motivation Jesus prohibits 
for performing religious duties like giving, praying, and fasting? What is the 
consequence of acting with this motivation? 

2. How does Jesus describe the ideal way for disciples to practice giving to the 
poor, and what is the ultimate reward for doing so? 

3. Regarding the Lord's Prayer, what two aspects characterize the Heavenly 
Father to whom prayer is addressed, and what should be the balance in our 
view of Him? 

4. Beyond receiving goods and services, what are the three primary kingdom 
priorities that should govern the formation of a disciple's prayers according to 
Matthew 6:9-10? 

5. When disciples pray for "daily bread," what does this phrase primarily 
represent, and what larger principle about worry does Jesus connect to this 
request? 

6. Explain the principle that governs a disciple's petition for pardon in the Lord's 
Prayer. What is the responsibility that comes with receiving God's 
forgiveness? 

7. Matthew 6:19-34 warns against both materialism and anxiety. What is the 
paradoxical outcome for disciples who prioritize seeking God's kingdom first? 

8. According to the lecture, what specific type of "judgment" does Jesus forbid 
in Matthew 7:1-5, and what is the necessary prerequisite for making genuine, 
constructive judgments? 

9. In Matthew 7:7-11, how does Jesus reassure disciples about God's response 
to their prayers, addressing potential doubts about God's awareness, ability, 
and benevolence? 
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10. Matthew 7:13-27 presents three warnings using metaphors. Briefly describe 
the core difference illustrated by the "two gates/roads" metaphor. 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. Jesus prohibits religious acts done with the intention to impress people or 
gain human applause. The consequence of acting with this motivation is that 
such acts will not be rewarded by the Heavenly Father; the fleeting approval 
of the crowd forfeits divine approval. 

2. Jesus describes the ideal way for disciples to practice giving as doing so in 
secret, where the activity is seen only by the Father. The ultimate reward for 
such genuine giving is that the Father, who sees in secret, will reward the 
believer in due time. 

3. The Heavenly Father is characterized as both "Father" (leading to intimacy 
and community) and "in heaven" (leading to awe and reverence). When 
praying, one's view of God must balance His goodness and His greatness to 
avoid syrupy sentimentality or austere apathy. 

4. The three primary kingdom priorities are the promotion of God's name 
(reputation), the advancement of His kingdom (rule), and the performance of 
His will. These three are essentially one petition, qualified by a burning desire 
to see the Father honored on earth as in heaven. 

5. When disciples pray for "daily bread," it primarily represents the necessities of 
life rather than luxuries. Jesus connects this to the principle that disciples are 
not to worry about such necessities or even tomorrow, but rather to trust their 
Father implicitly for everything. 

6. The principle governing the petition for pardon is that disciples may not 
presume to ask God to forgive them if they have not forgiven others. Receiving 
God's pardon comes with the corresponding responsibility of extending 
pardon to others, demonstrating that God has forgiven us. 

7. The paradoxical outcome for disciples who prioritize seeking God's kingdom 
first is that their worldly needs will be met as "fringe benefits." They will 
receive what they did not primarily seek, experiencing the joy of resting in the 
Father's care and provision. 
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8. Jesus forbids a rigid, censorious judgmentalism which scrutinizes others 
without even a glance at oneself, ultimately leading to disaster. The necessary 
prerequisite for making genuine, constructive judgments is honest 
introspection and removing the "log" from one's own eye. 

9. Jesus reassures disciples that God is aware of their needs (7:8), will certainly 
answer their prayers (7:7-8), and will give good gifts, affirming His 
benevolence (7:9-11). This combats the mistaken idea that God is ignorant, 
impotent, or malevolent. 

10. The "two gates/roads" metaphor illustrates that there is no middle ground in 
discipleship. The wide gate/easy road, often associated with antinomianism, 
promises freedom but leads to destruction, while the narrow gate/arduous 
path of discipleship leads to eternal life and true freedom. 

Essay Format Questions 

1. Discuss how Jesus' teaching on counterfeit and genuine religion in Matthew 
6:1-18 challenges societal norms, both in His time and today. Analyze how the 
principles of secret giving, prayer, and fasting are intended to cultivate true 
righteousness and avoid exhibitionism. 

2. Analyze the components of the Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:9-15), focusing on 
how it models godly kingdom priorities for disciples. Explain the significance 
of addressing God as "Father in Heaven" and the interplay between petitions 
for God's glory and for personal needs. 

3. Examine Jesus' teachings on materialism and anxiety in Matthew 6:19-34. 
Discuss how the repetitive structure of prohibitions, exhortations, and 
motivations reinforces the central message, and explain the paradoxical 
relationship between seeking God's kingdom and having one's needs met. 

4. Compare and contrast Jesus' warnings against judgmentalism (Matthew 7:1-
5) and gullibility (Matthew 7:6). Discuss what type of "judgment" Jesus 
permits and forbids, and explain why genuine introspection is an 
indispensable prerequisite for true discernment in relating to others. 

5. Jesus concludes the Sermon on the Mount with three powerful warnings 
using metaphors: two gates/roads, two trees/fruits, and two 
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builders/foundations (Matthew 7:13-27). Choose two of these metaphors and 
explain how they vividly convey the "ethical dualism" and authoritative call to 
obedience in discipleship, emphasizing the consequences of complacency. 

Glossary of Key Terms 

• Alms: Donations or gifts given to the poor or needy; a religious duty in Jewish 
tradition. 

• Antinomianism: The belief that under the gospel dispensation of grace, 
moral laws are of no use or obligation; often characterized by a disregard for 
moral law or ethical behavior, assuming grace covers all. 

• Censorious Judgmentalism: A rigid, critical, fault-finding attitude that 
scrutinizes others without self-reflection; the specific type of judgment Jesus 
forbids. 

• Chiasmus (Introverted Parallelism): A literary device where two or more 
clauses are balanced against each other by the reversal of their structures in 
order to produce an artistic effect; often in an A-B-B-A pattern. 

• Counterfeit Religion: Religious practices performed with the wrong 
motivation, specifically to be admired by others or for human applause, 
rather than for God's approval. 

• Daily Bread: A phrase from the Lord's Prayer representing the necessities of 
life rather than luxuries; emphasizes dependence on God for immediate 
provisions. 

• Discernment: The ability to judge well; in a spiritual sense, the capacity to 
perceive and evaluate spiritual realities, teachings, or individuals. 

• Divine Approval: God's acceptance and favor, contrasted with human 
applause. 

• Ethical Dualism: A strong emphasis on two contrasting and exclusive paths 
or responses, typically obedience vs. disobedience, leading to distinct 
outcomes (e.g., life vs. destruction). 

• Exhibitionism: Behavior that is designed to attract attention to oneself; 
showing off. 
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• False Prophets: Individuals who masquerade as spiritual guides but are 
deceptive and lead people astray, often identifiable by their "fruit" (unethical 
actions inconsistent with kingdom values) despite charismatic 
achievements. 

• Fasting: Abstaining from food or certain activities for religious or spiritual 
reasons; a religious duty. 

• Genuine Religion: Religious practices carried out in secret with the sole 
intention of being seen and approved by God, leading to His reward. 

• Gullibility: The tendency to be easily deceived or cheated; in Matthew 7:6, a 
warning against being naive or undiscriminating towards dangerous 
individuals. 

• Hyperbolic Illustration: The use of extreme exaggeration for emphasis or 
effect; e.g., the "log in one's own eye" in Matthew 7:3-5. 

• Hypocritical Judgmentalism: Judging others harshly and rigorously while 
failing to acknowledge or address one's own greater faults. 

• Imminence (of God): God's nearness, presence, and active involvement in 
the world and in the lives of His people. 

• Inclusio: A literary device where a passage begins and ends with the same or 
a similar word, phrase, or idea, forming a "bookend" structure. 

• Kingdom Priorities: Focusing on the promotion of God's name, the 
advancement of His rule, and the performance of His will, as outlined in the 
Lord's Prayer. 

• Lord's Prayer: The model prayer given by Jesus to his disciples, providing an 
example of godly kingdom priorities in prayer rather than a mantra. 

• Mantra: A word or sound repeated to aid concentration in meditation; the 
lecture warns against treating the Lord's Prayer as a mindless mantra. 

• Ostentation: A showy display intended to impress others. 

• Pardon: Forgiveness for an offense or sin. 
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• Perfectionistic Additions: Rigorous and often unattainable standards added 
to biblical teachings, going beyond what is required for genuine discipleship. 

• Prohibition: An act of forbidding or interdicting. 

• Reconciliation (Human/Divine): The restoration of friendly relations; 
Matthew 6:14-15 and 5:23-24 emphasize that reconciliation with God is tied 
to reconciliation with neighbors. 

• Rhetorical Questions: Questions asked in order to create a dramatic effect 
or to make a point rather than to get an answer. 

• Soteriological Dualism: The stark distinction between two ultimate spiritual 
outcomes (salvation vs. damnation, life vs. destruction), often emphasizing 
that there is no middle ground. 

• Transcendence (of God): God's otherness, His existence above and beyond 
the created world, His unapproachable glory. 

• Widow's Mite (Mark 12:41-44): A biblical story illustrating that the value of a 
gift is not determined by its quantity but by the sacrificially generous heart of 
the giver, relevant to the principle of genuine giving in Matthew 6. 

 

4) FAQs  

Q1: What is the central theme of Jesus' teaching on "counterfeit and genuine 
religion" in Matthew 6:1-18? 

A1: The central theme revolves around the contrast between ostentatious, 
hypocritical religious acts performed for human admiration and genuine religious 
duties carried out in secret for God's approval. Jesus emphasizes that true 
righteousness stems from an inward character modeled after God's, and actions 
should be motivated by a desire to honor the Heavenly Father, not to gain fleeting 
applause from others. He illustrates this principle through three key religious 
practices: giving to the poor, prayer, and fasting. In each case, a similar pattern 
emerges: Jesus prohibits public displays with wrong motivations, stating that such 
actions have already received their reward (human approval), and commands 
secret devotion, promising divine reward. 
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Q2: How does the Lord's Prayer in Matthew 6:9-13 serve as a model for disciples' 
prayers? 

A2: The Lord's Prayer is presented not as a mere mantra to be mindlessly repeated, 
but as an exemplary model of godly kingdom priorities in prayer. It guides disciples 
on both to whom prayer is addressed (the Heavenly Father) and by what priorities 
prayers should be formed (His glory). The Father is simultaneously intimate and 
distant, blending goodness and greatness, grace and power. The primary motive for 
prayer should be to render service to God and promote His purposes, not primarily 
to receive goods or solve personal problems. The three petitions ("Hallowed be your 
name," "Your kingdom come," "Your will be done") are essentially one, reflecting a 
burning desire for the Father to be honored on earth as He is in heaven. Only after 
these kingdom priorities are established do petitions for daily provisions, pardon, 
and protection follow, always with a governing principle of forgiving others as one 
desires to be forgiven by God. 

Q3: What is Jesus' teaching on materialism and anxiety in Matthew 6:19-34, and 
how does it relate to previous lessons? 

A3: In Matthew 6:19-34, Jesus addresses the dangers of materialistic pursuits and 
anxious thoughts, contrasting them with the pursuit of kingdom priorities. This 
passage is closely tied to the "daily bread" request in the Lord's Prayer (6:11). Jesus 
prohibits storing up earthly treasures, which are fleeting, and instead exhorts 
disciples to store up heavenly treasures by prioritizing God's kingdom. He motivates 
this by highlighting the futility of worry, demonstrating that God cares for birds and 
flowers even more so for His children. The core lesson is that disciples should 
prioritize their allegiance to God, His rule, and His righteous standards. 
Paradoxically, by seeking God's kingdom first, their material needs will be met as 
"fringe benefits," a testament to the Father's loving care, in contrast to pagans who 
worry because they lack such a God. 

Q4: What kind of judgment does Jesus forbid in Matthew 7:1-5, and what is the 
prerequisite for clear discernment? 

A4: Jesus forbids "rigid, censorious judgmentalism" which involves scrutinizing 
others without honest introspection of oneself. This is not a prohibition against all 
forms of analysis or evaluation, as discipleship inherently requires discernment. 
Instead, it targets hypocritical condemnation, where one focuses on the minor 
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faults of others ("speck") while overlooking one's own major flaws ("log"). The 
passage emphasizes that such a rigorous, condemning standard will inevitably 
return to haunt the one who applies it. Therefore, genuine, honest introspection and 
removing the "log" from one's own eye are indispensable prerequisites for clear 
discernment and making constructive, just moral judgments about others. 

Q5: How do Matthew 7:7-11 reassure disciples about prayer, and what common 
doubts do these verses address? 

A5: Matthew 7:7-11 serves as a postscript to the model prayer, offering reassurance 
about God's willingness to answer prayers. It builds on the earlier teaching that God 
sees private religious acts and knows His disciples' needs even before they ask. 
These verses emphasize that God will "certainly answer" prayers from the "depths of 
His goodness." They directly address common doubts disciples might have in times 
of trial: first, the mistaken belief that God is unaware of their problems (addressed 
by 6:8 and 6:32), and second, the doubt about whether God is able to answer. The 
affirmation that God will "give good gifts" counters any suspicion of God's 
malevolence or impotence, stressing His benevolent character as a Heavenly Father 
who is infinitely better than any human parent. 

Q6: What three metaphors does Jesus use in Matthew 7:13-27 to illustrate the 
contrasting responses to His sermon? 

A6: Jesus uses three powerful metaphors to warn about the critical choice required 
after hearing His sermon, presenting an "ethical dualism" with no middle ground: 

1. Two Gates/Roads (7:13-14): A narrow gate leads to a difficult but ultimately 
life-giving path, while a wide gate leads to an easy but destructive path. This 
illustrates that genuine discipleship is arduous but results in eternal life, 
whereas a complacent, antinomian life seems easy but ends in separation 
from God. 

2. Two Trees/Fruit (7:15-20): False prophets are likened to bad trees that 
produce worthless fruit, contrasting with good trees that produce good fruit. 
This emphasizes that true character and genuine faith are revealed by one's 
actions and ethical lifestyle. Despite charismatic achievements, false 
prophets are exposed by their works if they are incompatible with kingdom 
values. 
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3. Two Builders/Foundations (7:24-27): A wise builder constructs a house on 
rock, enabling it to withstand storms, while a foolish builder builds on sand, 
leading to collapse. This signifies that those who act on Jesus' teachings are 
like the wise builder, securing their eternal future, whereas complacent 
hearers who do nothing are like the foolish builder, facing ultimate 
destruction. 

Q7: What is the significance of the "fruit" metaphor in Matthew 7:15-23, especially 
concerning false prophets? 

A7: In Matthew 7:15-23, the metaphor of "fruit" (representing ethical activities and 
lifestyle) is crucial for distinguishing between genuine and false prophets. False 
prophets are depicted as "wolves masquerading as sheep," capable of deceptive 
charismatic activities like prophecy, exorcism, and miracles, and even mouthing 
Jesus' lordship. However, their true nature is revealed by their "works" or "fruit." If 
their ethical conduct is incompatible with the values and standards of the kingdom 
expounded in the Sermon on the Mount, they are to be identified and exposed as 
false. This means that an upright lifestyle, not just impressive spiritual gifts or verbal 
declarations, is the definitive mark of true discipleship and authentic ministry. The 
focus is on the necessity of perseverance in good works as evidence of true faith. 

Q8: What is the ultimate warning and conclusion presented in Matthew 7:13-27 
regarding the Sermon on the Mount? 

A8: The conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 7:13-27 delivers a stern 
warning that there is no middle ground or complacency allowed for those who hear 
Jesus' words. The three metaphors (gates/roads, trees/fruit, builders/foundations) 
powerfully illustrate that two contrasting responses are possible: obedience or 
disobedience to Jesus' authoritative teaching. To walk away unchanged or remain 
complacent is equated with taking the easy but destructive path, being a bad tree 
producing worthless fruit, and building a doomed house on sand. The ultimate 
consequence of such a choice is eternal separation from Jesus and arrival in hell. 
Therefore, the sermon demands a decisive commitment and active obedience, 
emphasizing that true discipleship involves heeding these warnings, weathering 
spiritual storms, and entering the kingdom to find eternal life. 


