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1. Abstract of Spiegel, Christian Ethics, Session 1, Introduction, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

 Dr. James S. Spiegel's introductory session on Christian Ethics outlines the course's approach, which integrates philosophical theories with theological inquiry to analyze moral issues. The course will explore normative ethics, contrasting it with descriptive fields, and emphasizes the universal human concern for ethical living. Spiegel plans to examine various ethical traditions like deontology, teleology, and mixed approaches, alongside Christian ethical perspectives rooted in scripture. The methodology involves reviewing moral theories and philosophical concepts before applying them to contemporary and personal moral dilemmas, considering both philosophical and theological arguments. The aim is to equip students to think critically about moral issues from a Christian viewpoint within a pluralistic society.
2.  17 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Spiegel, Christian Ethics, Session 1 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Theology  Apologetics  Christian Ethics). 





3. Briefing Document: Spiegel, Christian Ethics, Session 1, Introduction

Top of Form
Briefing Document: Introduction to Christian Ethics (Dr. James S. Spiegel)
Overview:
This briefing document summarizes the main themes and important ideas presented in the first session of Dr. James S. Spiegel's lectures on Christian Ethics. Dr. Spiegel, a professor of philosophy and religion, introduces the field of ethics, particularly from a Christian perspective informed by philosophical theories. He outlines the scope of the course, the rationale for Christians studying ethics, and the intended methodology, emphasizing the integration of philosophy and theology in addressing moral issues.
Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. Defining Ethics and its Nature:
· Ethics is a prescriptive or normative field of study concerned with how we should live, what ought to be, and what choices we ought to make. This contrasts with descriptive fields like history and science, which focus on what is the case.
· Ethics addresses issues that are important to everyone simply because we are human. Unlike specialized fields like engineering or sports, ethical considerations are fundamental to a flourishing human life.
· Key theoretical concepts in ethics include obligation, rights, justice, fairness, and virtue. Understanding these concepts is crucial for analyzing practical moral issues.
Quote: "Ethics is a normative field that is concerned with how things ought to be, how we should live, and what choices we ought to make in various contexts."
2. Scope of the Course and Practical Issues:
· The course will cover various ethical traditions in philosophy and theology to categorize different moral perspectives. These include:
· Deontological ethics: Emphasizes duty and rules (e.g., Kant's categorical imperative, divine command theory, the Golden Rule, the Decalogue).
· Teleological ethics: Emphasizes ends, goals, and purposes (e.g., utilitarianism, virtue ethics focusing on human telos).
· Mixed/Hybrid approaches: Combine elements of deontology and teleology (e.g., social contract ethics, natural law ethics).
· The course will also address pressing and controversial practical issues such as abortion, euthanasia, war, drug legalization, and sexual morality.
Quote: "There are certain practical issues that are more pressing than others, and we'll talk about some of the more controversial and divisive issues in our time that confront us, either in our personal lives, publicly, or both. Issues like abortion, euthanasia, war, drug legalization, sexual morality, and so on."
3. Why Christians Should Study Ethics:
· The Christian life is fundamentally about morality and living rightly before God. This makes ethics a central concern for Christians.
· Scripture places a huge emphasis on right living, citing passages like:
· Proverbs 15:9: "the way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but he loves him who pursues righteousness."
· Micah 6:8: "[the Lord requires of you] to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God."
· 1 Peter 3: (exhortations to living rightly and righteously).
· Understanding ethical concepts like justice and righteousness leads to meta-ethics, where the meaning of moral terms is analyzed in relation to specific issues.
Quote: "The Christian life is fundamentally about morality, living rightly before God, and that is a moral or ethical concern. There's a huge emphasis placed on right living in Scripture..."
4. Methodology: Integrating Philosophy and Theology:
· The approach of the course will be to integrate philosophical theorizing with theological inquiry. Dr. Spiegel argues this integration is crucial and unavoidable, as we all make philosophical assumptions.
· Philosophical arguments are practically unavoidable because we live in a pluralistic society where not everyone is interested in theology. To be heard in the public square, Christians need to be able to defend their positions philosophically.
· The course will take a two-step approach:
· Review and assess major moral theories and philosophical concepts (utilitarianism, Kantian ethics, social contract ethics, virtue ethics).
· Examine important theological traditions in ethics (divine command theory, natural law ethics).
· Apply these theoretical concepts to particular moral issues.
Quote: "The approach that I will take, which is the approach of every Christian moral scholar or ethicist that I know, is that we'll integrate our philosophical theorizing with our theological inquiry. And I think that kind of integration of philosophy and theology is crucial, and it's even unavoidable."
5. Eclectic Model and Balanced Approach:
· Dr. Spiegel will highlight the strengths and weaknesses of each moral theory (philosophical and theological).
· He will offer an eclectic model for thinking about moral theories from a Christian perspective, believing that many traditions have significant insights.
· The discussion of major moral issues will consider philosophical and theological arguments on both sides, as well as relevant biblical passages.
Quote: "I happen to believe that all or at least many of the major philosophical traditions and ethics have significant insights that we need to attend to. So, I'll explain that eclectic model once we're done with our survey of moral theories."
Conclusion:
Session 1 of Dr. Spiegel's Christian Ethics course provides a foundational introduction to the field. It establishes ethics as a crucial normative discipline relevant to all humanity, particularly for Christians whose faith emphasizes right living. The course will adopt a methodology that intentionally blends philosophical and theological perspectives, recognizing the necessity of engaging with secular arguments in a pluralistic society. By exploring various ethical theories and theological traditions before applying them to specific moral issues, the course aims to equip students with a comprehensive framework for Christian ethical reasoning.
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4.  Study Guide: Spiegel, Christian Ethics, Session 1, Introduction
Top of Form
Christian Ethics: An Introduction - Study Guide
Quiz
1. According to Dr. Spiegel, what is the primary focus of ethics as a field of study?
2. Contrast descriptive and normative fields of study, providing an example of each.
3. Explain why Dr. Spiegel asserts that ethics is important for all human beings, regardless of their other interests.
4. Identify and briefly describe the central focus of deontological ethics. Provide one example mentioned by Dr. Spiegel.
5. What is the main emphasis of teleological ethics? Name two ethical traditions that fall under this category, according to the source.
6. Why does Dr. Spiegel argue that Christians should study ethics? Support your answer with examples from the provided text.
7. What is meta-ethics, and how does it relate to practical ethical issues like abortion or euthanasia?
8. Describe the approach to studying Christian ethics that Dr. Spiegel intends to take in his lectures, particularly regarding the integration of philosophy and theology.
9. What practical reason does Dr. Spiegel give for Christian ethicists needing to be able to articulate their positions philosophically in addition to theologically?
10. Briefly outline the two-step approach Dr. Spiegel will use in his lectures on Christian ethics.
Quiz Answer Key
1. Ethics is a prescriptive field of study concerned with how we should live. It asks what ought to be, focusing on the choices we ought to make in various contexts and addressing issues important to all humans.
2. Descriptive fields of study, like history and the sciences, focus on what is the case. Normative fields, like ethics, are concerned with how things ought to be and how we should live.
3. Ethics is important for all humans because as human beings, we are called to live a certain way, be responsible, fulfill duties, respect rights, and act justly. Moral concerns are fundamental to human existence.
4. Deontological ethics emphasizes duty and is primarily concerned with rules. An example mentioned is Kant's ethics with the categorical imperative and divine command theory with the Decalogue.
5. Teleological ethics emphasizes ends, goals, and purposes. According to the text, the utilitarian tradition and virtue ethics are examples of teleological ethics.
6. Christians should study ethics because the Christian life is fundamentally about morality and living rightly before God. Scripture places a significant emphasis on right living, as illustrated in passages like Proverbs 15:9, Micah 6:8, and 1 Peter 3.
7. Meta-ethics involves analyzing moral concepts and terms, such as justice and righteousness. It is relevant to practical ethical issues because understanding these concepts is crucial for determining how to act justly and righteously regarding issues like abortion, euthanasia, etc.
8. Dr. Spiegel will take an approach that integrates philosophical theorizing with theological inquiry. He believes this integration is crucial and unavoidable, as everyone makes philosophical assumptions.
9. In a pluralistic society, many people do not accept theological arguments. To be heard and taken seriously in the public square, Christians need to be able to defend their positions using philosophical reasoning that is accessible to those outside their faith.
10. The two-step approach involves first reviewing and assessing major moral theories and philosophical concepts (like utilitarianism and Kantian ethics) and theological traditions (like divine command theory and natural law ethics). The second step is to apply these theoretical concepts to specific moral issues.


Essay Format Questions
1. Discuss the distinction between descriptive and normative ethics. Why is the classification of ethics as a normative field significant for its purpose and application?
2. Analyze Dr. Spiegel's argument for why the study of ethics is essential for all individuals. To what extent do you agree with this assertion?
3. Compare and contrast deontological and teleological ethical frameworks as presented by Dr. Spiegel. Provide potential strengths and weaknesses of each approach.
4. Evaluate Dr. Spiegel's rationale for integrating philosophical and theological perspectives in the study of Christian ethics. What are the potential benefits and challenges of this approach?
5. Consider the practical implications of Dr. Spiegel's argument that Christians in a pluralistic society must be able to articulate their ethical positions using philosophical arguments. How might this impact engagement on contemporary moral issues?


Glossary of Key Terms
· Ethics: A prescriptive field of study that concerns how we should live, focusing on what ought to be and the moral choices we should make.
· Descriptive Ethics: A branch of study that describes and explains moral beliefs and practices as they are, without making judgments on their rightness or wrongness. Examples include history and the sciences.
· Normative Ethics: A branch of study concerned with establishing moral standards and principles that guide right and wrong conduct; it focuses on how things ought to be.
· Deontological Ethics: An ethical framework that emphasizes duty, rules, and obligations as the primary determinants of moral action.
· Teleological Ethics: An ethical framework that focuses on the ends, goals, or consequences of actions to determine their morality.
· Utilitarianism: A teleological ethical theory that judges the morality of an action based on its ability to produce the greatest good for the greatest number.
· Virtue Ethics: A teleological ethical theory that emphasizes the development of virtuous character traits as essential for living a moral life and fulfilling one's human potential (telos).
· Divine Command Theory: A theological ethical theory that holds that morality is based on the commands of God.
· Natural Law Ethics: An ethical theory that posits the existence of objective moral principles inherent in human nature and discoverable through reason.
· Meta-ethics: A branch of ethics that explores the nature of moral judgments, properties, and language; it examines the meaning of ethical terms like "good," "right," and "justice."
· Categorical Imperative: A central concept in Kant's deontological ethics, it is a universal moral law that dictates actions should only be done if one can will that the maxim of one's action become a universal law.
· Eclectic Model: An approach that draws upon various sources, styles, or ideas to create a comprehensive understanding, rather than adhering strictly to a single theory or tradition.
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5. FAQs on Spiegel, Christian Ethics, Session 1, Introduction, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions on Christian Ethics
1. What is the primary focus of ethics as a field of study, and how does it differ from other disciplines like history or science?
Ethics is a prescriptive or normative field of study concerned with how things ought to be, how we should live, and what choices we ought to make. It asks "what ought to be?" rather than simply describing "what is." This distinguishes it from descriptive fields like history and the sciences, which focus on understanding and explaining the world as it is, without necessarily making judgments about how things should be.
2. Why is the study of ethics considered universally important for all human beings?
Ethics is universally important because, as human beings, we are inherently called to live in a certain way, to be responsible for our actions, to fulfill our duties, to respect the rights of others, and to act justly. Unlike fields like electrical engineering or sports, which may be of interest to some but not essential for a flourishing life for everyone, ethical considerations are fundamental to navigating human existence and our interactions with one another.
3. What are some of the core theoretical concepts explored in the study of ethics, and why is it important to understand them?
The study of ethics delves into various theoretical concepts such as obligation, rights, justice, fairness, and virtue. Understanding these concepts is crucial because they provide a framework for analyzing moral issues and making informed ethical decisions. By explicitly thinking about what these terms mean, we can better navigate complex moral dilemmas in both our personal lives and in the broader society.


4. What are the main categories of ethical traditions discussed, and what is the central emphasis of each?
The main categories of ethical traditions discussed include:
· Deontological ethics: Emphasizes duty and adherence to rules, as seen in Kant's ethics and divine command theory.
· Teleological ethics: Focuses on ends, goals, or purposes. Utilitarianism and virtue ethics fall under this category, with utilitarianism emphasizing overall well-being and virtue ethics focusing on fulfilling human potential.
· Mixed/Hybrid approaches: Combine elements of different traditions, such as social contract ethics (combining deontology and teleology) and natural law ethics.
5. According to the source, why is the study of ethics particularly important for Christians?
The Christian life is fundamentally about morality and living rightly before God. Scripture places a significant emphasis on right living, righteousness, justice, and other moral virtues. Passages like Proverbs 15:9, Micah 6:8, and 1 Peter 3 encourage Christians to live in a way that honors God morally. Therefore, studying ethics helps Christians understand and apply these principles to their lives.
6. What is meta-ethics, and how does it relate to practical ethical issues?
Meta-ethics involves the analysis of moral concepts and terms themselves, such as justice and righteousness. It asks questions like "What does it mean to act justly?" This is directly relevant to practical ethical issues such as abortion, euthanasia, war, and the treatment of animals, as a clear understanding of these fundamental moral concepts is necessary to address these complex issues thoughtfully and consistently from a Christian perspective.


7. What approach to Christian ethics will be taken, and why is the integration of philosophy and theology considered crucial?
The approach taken will involve an integration of philosophical theorizing with theological inquiry. This integration is considered crucial because we all make philosophical assumptions when approaching Scripture and life in general. Furthermore, in a pluralistic society, philosophical arguments are often necessary to effectively communicate and defend biblically informed positions on moral issues in the public square, where theological arguments alone may not be persuasive to those who do not share Christian beliefs.
8. What will be the methodology for studying Christian ethics, and what can be expected in terms of the content covered?
The methodology will involve a two-step approach. First, there will be a review and assessment of major moral theories and philosophical concepts, as well as important theological traditions in ethics, highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of each. This will lead to the presentation of an eclectic model for Christian ethical thinking. Second, these theoretical concepts will be applied to particular moral issues, considering both philosophical and theological arguments on various sides, along with relevant biblical passages.
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