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1. Abstract of Rata, Old Testament Theology, Session 5, God as Law Giver, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

Dr. Rata's Old Testament Theology lecture, session five, explores the multifaceted role of God as lawgiver. The session begins by examining the New Testament perspective on the purpose of the Old Testament law, highlighting its function in revealing sin and God's holiness, ultimately guiding Israel to the Messiah. It clarifies that while the Old Testament law teaches doctrine and instructs in righteousness, the new covenant under Christ is superior and not binding in the same way. The lecture addresses how Christians should view the law, emphasizing that freedom from the Mosaic law doesn't equate to freedom from righteous living, as Jesus raised the standard. Dr. Rata discusses different scholarly approaches to the Old Testament law's applicability today, including theonomic, reformed, Lutheran, dispensational, and moderating views, ultimately advocating for understanding its moral principles as enduring while the ceremonial and civil aspects are fulfilled in Christ.
2.  26 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Rata, Old Testament Theology, Session 5 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Theology  OT Theology, Rata). 



3. Briefing Document: Rata, Old Testament Theology, 
Session 5, God as Law Giver
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Briefing Document: God as Lawgiver in Old Testament Theology
Executive Summary:
This briefing document summarizes Dr. Tiberius Rata's lecture on "God as Lawgiver" within his Old Testament Theology series. The lecture explores the purpose and function of the Old Testament law (Torah), its relationship to the New Testament, and its applicability to contemporary Christians. Key themes include the law's revelatory and regulatory nature, its role in revealing sin and God's holiness, its ultimate purpose of pointing to the Messiah, its limitations, the superiority of the New Covenant, and how Christians should understand and engage with the Old Testament law today. Dr. Rata emphasizes that while the Mosaic Law is not binding on Christians in its entirety, it remains valuable for understanding God's character, moral principles, and the context of the New Testament.
Main Themes and Important Ideas/Facts:
1. Purpose and Function of the Old Testament Law (Torah):
· Revelatory and Regulatory: The law is not just a set of rules ("do's and don'ts") but also reveals God's holiness and the nature of sin. "So, the law is regulatory, but the law is also revelatory. So when we don't read Leviticus, we miss a part, a very important part of who God is, because God is holy, and he reveals himself as holy, especially in Leviticus."
· Revealing Sin and God's Holiness: Drawing from Romans and 1 Peter 1:16, Dr. Rata highlights that the law reveals human sinfulness and simultaneously the holiness of God.
· Guiding Israel to the Messiah: Ultimately, the law served as a guide pointing towards Christ, as stated by Jesus in Luke 24 and Paul in Galatians 3:23-24. "So then the law was our guardian or our pedagogos...until Christ came in order that we may be justified by faith. So, the law was meant to point us to Christ, and it does."


· Limitations of the Law: The law could not perfect one's relationship with God (Hebrews). The Levitical priesthood was limited, necessitating a superior priesthood in the order of Melchizedek through Jesus. "Again, the author of Hebrews writes clearly that the law cannot perfect anyone in his or her relationship with God."
2. The Superiority of the New Covenant:
· The New Covenant, mediated by Jesus, is superior to the Mosaic Covenant (Hebrews 8:6) because it is based on better promises and a better sacrifice. "But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old, as the covenant he mediates is better since it is enacted on better promises."
· The core difference is that the law is now written on the heart through the Holy Spirit.
· Forgiveness existed in the Old Covenant through sacrifices, but the superiority of the New Covenant lies in Jesus as the ultimate and final sacrifice. "Jesus is the superior one. Not just the mediator but also this better sacrifice. This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant."
3. The Enduring Value of the Old Testament Law for Christians:
· Teaching Doctrine: Drawing from 2 Timothy 3:16, Dr. Rata argues that the Old Testament, including the law, is profitable for teaching doctrine. Examples include God's sovereignty (Exodus 34), holiness (Leviticus), eternality (Deuteronomy), personhood (Genesis 1), all-powerfulness and wisdom (Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 10, Exodus 31), and graciousness and mercy (Exodus 34:6-7).
· Instructing in Righteousness: The law teaches us how to live righteously and relates to our interactions with one another. The command to "love your neighbor as yourself" originates in Leviticus 19:18, not the New Testament. "Love your neighbor is not a New Testament development. A lot of people are confused about that. No, that actually starts in Leviticus 19, starting in verse 18."
· Revealing Moral Principles: Principles like not coveting (Ten Commandments) and caring for God's servants are rooted in the Old Testament law.
4. Understanding the Law for Christians Today:
· Freedom from the Binding Regulations: Christians are not under the Mosaic Law in the sense that they are not bound by its ceremonial and civic regulations (e.g., dietary laws, specific Sabbath observances, certain punishments). "So, the law of Moses is not binding for the Christian in the sense that nobody will wait for you at the gates of heaven and ask you or some people say, to check for tattoos."
· The Moral Law Remains: The moral law of God, reflected in the Ten Commandments, remains relevant and is often reinforced and even elevated by Jesus in the New Testament (e.g., Sermon on the Mount). "So, the moral law has not changed. But as far as being bound by the ceremonial law, by the civic law, that is not the case with us."
· The Law of Christ: Christians are now under the "law of Christ," which doesn't contradict the morality of the Old Testament law but emphasizes the spirit of the law and a deeper level of righteousness. "The Christian is now under the law of Christ. Now, the law of Christ doesn't mean it's different from the old law in terms of its morality."
· Letter vs. Spirit of the Law: Paul in 2 Corinthians 3 distinguishes between the "letter" and the "spirit" of the law. The problem isn't the law itself but a "spiritless law." The spirit of the law delves deeper into intentions and attitudes (e.g., adultery in the heart, murdering someone's reputation). "The problem here is not the law. The problem is the spiritless law. And that's what Paul is trying to argue. Yes, the letter kills if you don't have the spirit of God. So that's why the spirit of the law needs to be emphasized."
5. Types of Law in the Old Testament:
· Casuistic Law: Case law, usually beginning with "if...then," providing specific scenarios and their consequences.
· Apodictic Law: Primarily the Ten Commandments, direct commands usually in the second person ("you shall/shall not").
6. Obedience and the Covenant Relationship:
· Obedience to the Mosaic Law was not a precondition for salvation but a grateful response by those already chosen and saved by God (Exodus 19, preamble to the Ten Commandments). "First of all, we need to understand that Moses perceived obedience to the laws of the Mosaic Covenant not as a way of precondition to salvation, but as a grateful response to those who had already been saved."
· It was an expression of the covenant relationship between Yahweh and Israel. "One cannot understand Old Testament law apart from an intimate covenant relationship between Yahweh and His chosen people."
· Obedience was a precondition for Israel's fulfillment of its mission and for blessings (Leviticus, Deuteronomy 28).
7. Understanding God's Revelation in the Law:
· God's giving of the law was a unique privilege, contrasting Israel with nations worshipping inanimate idols (Psalm 115).
· True obedience was an external expression of inward faith and love for God. "Again, it was not keeping the law so that we love God. No, we love God, and because of that, we keep his commandments."
8. Categorizations of the Law:
· Old Testament scholar Chris Wright divides the law into criminal, civic, family, cultic, and compassionate law.
· Walter Kaiser uses a threefold division: moral, civil, and ceremonial law, with Christians being under the moral law.
9. Applicability of the Law to New Testament Believers: Different Approaches:
· Theonomic Reformed Approach: Advocates for civil practices aligning with Mosaic legislation (excluding rescinded laws).
· Reformed Approach: Views two covenants (works and grace) and administrations (law and grace). Moral law (summarized in Ten Commandments) clarified by Christ; ceremonial and judicial laws abrogated.
· Modified Lutheran Approach (Doug Moo): Mosaic law abrogated; moral content applicable when clearly repeated in the New Testament.
· Dispensational Approach: Emphasizes discontinuity; Mosaic law had specific purposes (demonstrating grace, approaching God, worship, governing theocracy) and served as a tutor. Christ fulfills, not abolishes, scripture.
· Walter Kaiser's Moderating Approach: Seeks continuity between Old and New Testaments, Israel and the church. Threefold division of law; moral law remains binding. The "weightier matters of the law" refer to moral aspects.
10. Continuity of Moral Principles:
· The Ten Commandments were not new to the Israelites; pre-Mosaic evidence exists for most (excluding the Sabbath, which is debated) in Genesis.
· These moral principles reappear in the New Testament. "When God told them, you shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not covet, honor your father and your mother, the Israelites were not, oh, those are new things. No, if you look in Scripture, there is pre-Mosaic evidence of all of those."
11. Conclusion:
· All Old Testament laws are theological, revealing God's character.
· The Mosaic Law was part of a specific covenant with Israel and is no longer the functional covenant for Christians.
· The New Covenant in Christ is superior.
· Ultimately, Christian behavior is guided directly by the "law of Christ," which fulfills the Mosaic Law. "The entire Mosaic law comes to fulfillment in Christ. And this fulfillment means that this law is no longer a direct and immediate source or judge of the conduct of God's people. Christian behavior is now guided directly by the law of Christ." (Doug Moo)
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4.  Study Guide: Rata, Old Testament Theology, Session 5, God as Law Giver
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Study Guide: God as Lawgiver in Old Testament Theology
Key Themes:
· The dual nature of the Old Testament Law: regulatory and revelatory.
· The purpose of the Law: to reveal sinfulness and God's holiness, to inhibit sin, and ultimately to guide Israel to the Messiah.
· The limitations of the Law: it could not perfect one's relationship with God.
· The superiority of the New Covenant and the person of Jesus Christ.
· The enduring value of the Old Testament Law for teaching doctrine, reproof, correction, and training in righteousness.
· Examples of doctrines taught in the Law: God's sovereignty, holiness, eternality, personhood, power, wisdom, grace, mercy, and the possibility of forgiveness through substitutionary sacrifice.
· The Law's instruction in righteousness, including love for neighbor and prohibitions against coveting.
· The Christian's relationship to the Mosaic Law: not binding in its entirety (ceremonial and civic aspects), but the moral law reflects God's unchanging nature.
· The concept of the "law of Christ" and the emphasis on the spirit of the law over the letter.
· Different understandings of "Torah" (instruction, teaching, divine standard, Deuteronomy, Pentateuch).
· The distinction between casuistic (case law) and apodictic (commands) laws.
· Obedience to the Mosaic Law as a grateful response to salvation already received, not a means to obtain it.
· The Mosaic Law as an expression of the covenant relationship between God and Israel.
· The privilege of God's revelation of the Law in contrast to the false gods of other nations.
· The holistic nature of the Law and different ways of categorizing its components (e.g., criminal, civic, family, cultic, compassionate; moral, civil, ceremonial).
· The comprehensibility and achievability of the Law, with provisions for forgiveness.
· Continuity and discontinuity between the Old and New Covenants regarding the Law.
· Various theological approaches to the applicability of the Old Testament Law for New Testament believers (theonomic reformed, reformed, modified Lutheran, dispensational, moderating).
· The idea that the Ten Commandments reflect pre-Mosaic moral truths and are largely reiterated in the New Testament.
· Principles for interpreting the Old Testament Law: understanding what it teaches about God, recognizing its covenantal context with Israel, and acknowledging that the Mosaic Covenant is no longer the functional covenant.
· The fulfillment of the Mosaic Law in Christ and the guidance of Christian behavior by the law of Christ.
Quiz:
1. According to the text, what are the dual purposes of the Old Testament Law? Provide a brief example of each.
2. Explain how the New Testament, particularly the writings of Paul and the author of Hebrews, clarifies the ultimate purpose and limitations of the Old Testament Law.
3. Give two examples of doctrines about God that are taught within the Old Testament Law, citing a specific book where these doctrines are evident.
4. How does the Law instruct in righteousness beyond just regulating religious practices? Provide an example from the text.
5. According to the lecture, what is the key difference in how Old Testament Israel and New Testament believers relate to the Law in terms of salvation?
6. Explain the distinction between the "letter of the law" and the "spirit of the law" as presented in the text, using the example of adultery.
7. Describe the different ways the term "Torah" is used in the Old Testament, according to the lecture.
8. What are the main differences between casuistic and apodictic laws, and which category primarily includes the Ten Commandments?
9. Summarize two of the five theological approaches discussed regarding the applicability of the Old Testament Law to New Testament believers, highlighting their core tenets.
10. How does the text argue for the continuity of the moral law between the Old and New Testaments, despite the changes in the covenants?
Answer Key:
1. The Old Testament Law is both regulatory, providing "do's and don'ts," and revelatory, revealing the holiness of God and the nature of sin, as seen in Leviticus. For example, dietary laws are regulatory, while the emphasis on God's holiness throughout Leviticus is revelatory.
2. The New Testament clarifies that while the Law revealed sin and God's holiness, and was meant to guide Israel to the Messiah (Galatians 3:24), it had limitations and could not perfect one's relationship with God (Hebrews 7:19). Ultimately, it pointed to the need for Christ.
3. The Law teaches about God's graciousness and mercy in Exodus 34:6-7, and it reveals God's holiness as a central theme in the book of Leviticus.
4. Beyond religious practices, the Law instructs in righteousness by providing guidelines for interpersonal relationships, such as the command to love your neighbor as yourself found in Leviticus 19:18, and prohibitions against behaviors like coveting, found in the Ten Commandments.
5. Old Testament Israel was already God's chosen people through covenant and then given the Law as a response of gratitude and a guide for their relationship with God and each other. New Testament believers are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, and the Law of Christ guides their behavior as those already saved.
6. The "letter of the law" refers to the strict, literal interpretation of the commandments, while the "spirit of the law" delves into the deeper intent and ethical implications. For example, while the letter of the law forbids physical adultery, the spirit of the law, as taught by Jesus, prohibits lustful thoughts in the heart.
7. "Torah" can refer broadly to instruction or teaching, specifically to a divine standard of conduct for God's people, to the book of Deuteronomy, or to the entire Pentateuch (the first five books of Moses).
8. Apodictic laws are direct commands, typically in the second person ("you shall/shall not"), stating general principles without specific conditions or stated consequences; the Ten Commandments are the prime example. Casuistic laws are case-based, usually beginning with "if...then," presented in the third person, offering specific scenarios and sometimes including commentary and consequences.
9. The theonomic reformed approach advocates for all nations to align their civil practices with Mosaic Law, viewing it as morally binding unless rescinded by later revelation. The modified Lutheran approach posits that Mosaic Law is abrogated in Christ but its moral content is applicable to New Testament believers when clearly repeated in the New Testament.
10. The text argues that the moral laws found in the Ten Commandments are not new revelations in the Mosaic Law but have pre-Mosaic evidence in the book of Genesis and are largely reiterated in the teachings of Jesus and the New Testament epistles, indicating a consistent moral standard of God.

Essay Format Questions:
1. Analyze the relationship between the Old Testament Law and the New Covenant, discussing the concepts of continuity and discontinuity. How does the New Testament both fulfill and supersede the Old Testament Law regarding God's people?
2. Evaluate the claim that the Old Testament Law serves not as a means of salvation but as an expression of covenant relationship. Use specific examples from the text to support your argument.
3. Discuss the enduring relevance of the Old Testament Law for New Testament believers. While acknowledging that Christians are not under the Mosaic Covenant, what principles and insights can still be gained from studying it?
4. Compare and contrast at least two of the theological approaches presented in the lecture regarding the application of the Old Testament Law today. What are the strengths and weaknesses of each approach?
5. Examine the distinction between the "letter" and the "spirit" of the Old Testament Law. How does Jesus' teaching in the Sermon on the Mount illustrate this distinction, and why is understanding both important for Christian living?

Glossary of Key Terms:
· Regulatory (of the Law): The aspect of the Law that provides rules, commandments, and guidelines for behavior and worship ("do's and don'ts").
· Revelatory (of the Law): The aspect of the Law that discloses or reveals the character and nature of God, particularly his holiness and justice.
· Pedagogos: A Greek term used by Paul in Galatians 3:24, referring to a guardian, tutor, or teacher who guides and instructs until a certain point (in this context, until Christ came).
· Mosaic Covenant: The covenant established between God and the nation of Israel through Moses at Mount Sinai, characterized by a comprehensive set of laws and stipulations.
· New Covenant: The covenant established through Jesus Christ, based on better promises (Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 8), where God's law is written on the heart through the Holy Spirit.
· Doctrine: A set of beliefs or teachings held and taught by a church or religious group; the Law teaches fundamental truths about God.
· Righteousness: Conformity to God's standard of moral excellence; the Law instructs in how to live in a way that is pleasing to God and just towards others.
· Substitutionary Sacrifice: The act of one person or thing taking the place of another, especially in bearing punishment; the Old Testament sacrificial system foreshadowed Christ's sacrifice for sin.
· Moral Law: The aspect of God's Law that pertains to right and wrong conduct, reflecting his unchanging moral character (e.g., the Ten Commandments).
· Ceremonial Law: The aspect of the Mosaic Law that governed religious rituals, sacrifices, festivals, and the priesthood, which pointed to Christ and is largely fulfilled in him.
· Civic Law (or Judicial Law): The aspect of the Mosaic Law that regulated the social, legal, and political life of the nation of Israel as a theocracy.
· Law of Christ: A term referring to the teachings and commands of Jesus Christ, which guide the conduct of New Testament believers under the New Covenant.
· Letter of the Law: A strict, literal interpretation and adherence to the explicit words of the commandments, without necessarily grasping their deeper meaning or intent.
· Spirit of the Law: Understanding and applying the underlying principles, intent, and ethical implications of God's Law, going beyond a mere literal observance.
· Torah: A Hebrew word that can mean instruction, teaching, law (often referring to the Law of Moses), or specifically the first five books of the Old Testament (the Pentateuch).
· Casuistic Law: Case law, often structured as "if...then" statements, providing specific scenarios and rulings based on general principles.
· Apodictic Law: Direct commands or prohibitions, typically expressed as "you shall" or "you shall not," stating fundamental principles without qualifications.
· Theonomy: A theological system that believes the Old Testament civil laws should be the basis for modern legal systems.
· Dispensationalism: A theological system that emphasizes distinct eras or dispensations in God's plan, highlighting the differences between the Law given to Israel and the grace offered in the New Covenant.
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5. FAQs on Rata, Old Testament Theology, Session 5, God as Law Giver, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions: God as Lawgiver in the Old Testament
1. According to the provided text, what were the primary purposes of the Old Testament Law?
The Old Testament Law served multiple crucial purposes. Primarily, it was revelatory, exposing the sinfulness of humanity and the very nature of sin while simultaneously revealing the holiness of God. It also functioned to inhibit sin and act as a guide for Israel, ultimately pointing them towards the Messiah, Jesus Christ. The Law acted as a "pedagogos" or guardian until the coming of faith in Christ, leading people to the understanding that justification comes through faith, not by adherence to the Law.
2. The text mentions limitations of the Old Testament Law. What were these limitations and how does the New Covenant address them?
The Old Testament Law had limitations in its ability to perfect one's relationship with God. The Levitical priesthood and the associated sacrifices could not achieve complete atonement, necessitating repeated sacrifices. The author of Hebrews argues that the need for a new priesthood after the order of Melchizedek (Jesus) signifies the inadequacy of the Levitical system. The New Covenant, mediated by Jesus, is superior because it is enacted on better promises and offers a better sacrifice (Jesus himself), providing forgiveness of sins and writing the law on the hearts of believers through the Holy Spirit, leading to a more intimate and permanent relationship with God.
3. If the Old Testament Law has limitations and Christians are under the New Covenant, why should Christians still study and understand it?
Despite its limitations as a means of salvation, the Old Testament Law remains profoundly valuable for Christians. As Paul states in 2 Timothy 3:16, "all Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness." This includes the Law, which teaches doctrine, revealing God's sovereignty, holiness, eternality, personhood, power, wisdom, graciousness, and mercy. Furthermore, it instructs in righteousness, demonstrating how to love one's neighbor and avoid covetousness, principles that are reiterated and even amplified in the New Testament. Understanding the Old Testament Law provides essential context for grasping the teachings and significance of the New Testament.
4. The text distinguishes between the "letter" and the "spirit" of the Law. What is this distinction and why is it important for understanding God's Law?
The "letter" of the Law refers to the explicit written regulations and commands. The "spirit" of the Law encompasses the deeper intentions, principles, and ethical implications behind those commands. The Pharisees, according to the text, often focused solely on keeping the letter of the Law while neglecting its underlying spirit, leading to legalism. Jesus emphasized the importance of the spirit, showing that true obedience goes beyond outward actions to the thoughts and motivations of the heart. For example, avoiding adultery involves not only the physical act but also refraining from lustful thoughts. Understanding both the letter and the spirit of the Law is crucial for genuine righteousness and avoiding a superficial or hypocritical adherence to God's will.
5. How does the text explain the relationship between the Old Testament Law and the concept of salvation in both the Old and New Testaments?
The text clearly states that obedience to the Old Testament Law was not a precondition for salvation in the Old Testament. Just as in the New Testament, salvation was by grace through faith. The Law was given to God's chosen people, Israel, as a grateful response to the salvation they had already received, signified by their deliverance from Egypt. It was an expression of their covenant relationship with God. In the New Testament, salvation remains through faith in Jesus Christ, whose sacrifice fulfilled the requirements of the Law. The Law now serves to reveal sin and point people to their need for a Savior, but adherence to its regulations is not the means of obtaining or maintaining salvation for New Testament believers.
6. The text discusses different types of Old Testament Law (casuistic and apodictic) and various categories (criminal, civic, family, cultic, compassionate). What is the significance of these distinctions for Christians today?
The distinction between apodictic laws (primarily the Ten Commandments, expressed as direct commands) and casuistic laws (case-based laws using an "if, then" structure) helps in understanding the nature and application of Old Testament legislation. Similarly, the categorization of laws into criminal, civic, family, cultic, and compassionate provides a framework for discerning which aspects of the Law are still relevant for Christians. While Christians are not bound by the specific civic or ceremonial laws of the Mosaic Covenant (as they were specific to ancient Israel as a theocratic nation and the temple sacrificial system), the underlying moral principles found within these categories, particularly those reflected in the moral law (often summarized in the Ten Commandments and reiterated in the New Testament), remain binding. The compassionate aspects of the law also highlight God's unchanging concern for justice and the well-being of others.
7. The text outlines five different approaches to understanding the Old Testament Law in relation to New Testament believers (Theonomic Reformed, Reformed, Modified Lutheran, Dispensational, Walter Kaiser's Moderating Approach). What are the key differences between these approaches?
These five approaches represent varying perspectives on the continuity and discontinuity between the Old Testament Law and the New Covenant. The Theonomic Reformed approach advocates for applying the civil practices of the Mosaic Law in modern nations. The Reformed approach sees two covenants (works and grace) and administrations (law and grace), viewing the moral law as summarized in the Ten Commandments and clarified by Christ, while the ceremonial and judicial laws are abrogated. The Modified Lutheran approach holds that the Mosaic Law is abrogated and only the moral content explicitly repeated in the New Testament is directly applicable. The Dispensational approach emphasizes discontinuity, seeing the Mosaic Law as having specific purposes for Israel that are distinct from the church under the New Covenant. Walter Kaiser's Moderating Approach seeks to bridge the gap between Reformed and Dispensational views, recognizing continuity in the moral law while acknowledging the termination of the civil and ceremonial laws. He also emphasizes a "ladder of abstraction" to derive general principles from specific Old Testament laws for contemporary application.
8. According to the text, what aspects of the Mosaic Law are generally considered to still hold moral authority for New Testament believers, and what is the guiding principle for discerning this?
The text suggests that the moral law, often summarized in the Ten Commandments and reflecting God's unchanging character, is considered to still hold moral authority for New Testament believers. This is because God's moral standards do not change. Principles against actions like adultery, murder, and theft, which have pre-Mosaic roots and are reiterated in the New Testament, remain binding. The guiding principle for discerning this is to identify the moral principles that reflect God's nature and are affirmed or even amplified in the teachings of Jesus and the apostles in the New Covenant. Conversely, the ceremonial laws (related to worship, sacrifices, and ritual purity) and the specific civic laws of ancient Israel are generally understood as not directly binding on New Testament believers, as Christ's sacrifice fulfilled the ceremonial requirements and the civic laws were specific to Israel as a theocratic nation.Bottom of Form
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