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1. Abstract of Niehaus, Biblical Theology, Session 8, Davidic
Covenant, Biblicalelearning.org, BelL

Dr. Jeffrey Niehaus's session on the Davidic Covenant explores its foundations in the
Abrahamic promise of kings, its unique focus on the royal lineage of David, and its
distinction from the Mosaic Covenant. The lecture highlights how the promise of a
temple-building descendant evolved, culminating in the understanding of Jesus Christ as
the ultimate fulfillment of this covenant, embodying the roles of king, prophet, and
temple builder. Furthermore, the session examines David's prophetic role through his
music and worship, suggesting a connection between worship and the Spirit of
prophecy, and concludes by positioning the Davidic Covenant as an anticipation of the
New Covenant.

2. 17 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Niehaus, Biblical Theology, Session 8 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Theology = Biblical Theology - Niehaus).
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3. Briefing Document: Niehaus, Biblical Theology, Session 8,
Davidic Covenant

Briefing Document: The Davidic Covenant
Main Themes:

This session by Dr. Niehaus focuses on the Davidic Covenant as a pivotal element in
God's special grace program, building upon the Abrahamic Covenant and foreshadowing
the New Covenant. The lecture explores the nature of this covenant, its promises to
David and his lineage, its relationship with the Mosaic Covenant, and its ultimate
fulfillment in Jesus Christ. Furthermore, it examines David's role as a prophet and the
potential connection between worship, music, and the Spirit of prophecy.

Key Ideas and Facts:
1. The Davidic Covenant in the Context of God's Grace Program:

e The Abrahamic Covenant foreshadowed three key covenants: the Mosaic, the
Davidic (implied by the promise of kings in Genesis 17), and the New Covenant
(implied by the blessing to all families in Genesis 12 & 22 and the symbolic
foreshadowing of the cross in Genesis 15).

e The Davidic Covenant is a "narrowly focused covenant on the royal line."

e David, while a covenant mediator prophet, mediated a covenant specifically
concerning his descendants and their kingship.

e David himself remained under the authority of the Mosaic Covenant, which was
the "governing covenant." The misunderstanding of the Davidic Covenant's
implications led people in Jeremiah's time to falsely believe the Temple's
presence guaranteed Jerusalem's safety regardless of their disobedience to the
Mosaic Law. Jeremiah warned them, "don't be misled by deceptive words,
namely the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord."

2. David as a Prophet and the Coming of the Spirit:

o David was a prophet, evidenced by Samuel's anointing him ("from that day on,
the spirit of the Lord came upon David in power, and the Lord spoke through
David") and his own testimony: "the spirit of the Lord spoke through me. His word
was on my tongue."



3. The

While the Spirit "came to" David, it is noted that the scripture does not say the
Spirit "dwelt in him," distinguishing the Old Covenant experience from the New
Covenant reality where believers are temples of the Holy Spirit.

Peter at Pentecost confirms David's prophetic role, stating he "was a prophet, and
he knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his
descendants on the throne." Peter connects David's prophecy, particularly Psalm
16, to the resurrection of Christ.

Establishment of the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7):

Following David's military successes, he expressed his desire to build a "house"
(temple - heikal) for the Lord while he resided in a palace.

Nathan initially responded based on cultural expectations ("whatever you have in
mind, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you"), but the Lord revealed a
different plan to Nathan.

The Lord promised to build a "house" (dynasty) for David: "the Lord himself will
establish a house for you."

Key promises of the Davidic Covenant:

David's offspring will succeed him and establish his kingdom.

This offspring (Solomon) will build a "house for my name."

The Lord will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

The Lord will be his father, and he will be His son (adoptive sonship).

Even if his offspring sins, God's "love" (hesed, which Niehaus translates as
"grace") will never be taken away as it was from Saul.

"Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me. Your throne will be
established forever." This promise has a "supernatural, a superterrestrial reality"
in Jesus Christ.

While the word "covenant" does not appear in 2 Samuel 7, it is universally
understood as the establishment of the Davidic Covenant. This is later referenced
with the idiom "cut for David" (e.g., 2 Chronicles 7:18, 21:7).



4. Covenant Idiom and the "Lamp" (or "Yoke") of David:

The idiom "cut a covenant" (karat berit), originating from the practice in Genesis
15, is used in reference to the Davidic Covenant even though there is no historical
record of such a ritual with David. This suggests that later, the term could be used
to signify the ratification of a legal arrangement without a literal cutting
ceremony.

The promise in 2 Chronicles regarding maintaining a "lamp" (nir) for David is likely
a mistranslation. Based on the Assyrian word niru meaning "yoke," it likely refers
to the promise to maintain the "yoke of suzerainty," or kingship, for David and his
descendants. Jesus' use of the term "yoke" in Matthew 11 may allude to this
concept.

5. The Davidic Covenant and the Major Paradigm of God's Work:

God works through his Spirit, the Word, and a prophet figure (David).
He defeats foes (David's military victories).

He establishes a covenant (with David and the royal line, not directly with the
people).

He establishes a "temple" (God residing among them through the work of the
king's offspring).

The focus of this covenant is on David and the royal line, magnifying David's name
by the Lord's doing, and promising a royal heir (the son).

6. Messianic Foreshadowing and Fulfillment:

Prophets like Isaiah (9:5, 16:5, 22:22, 55:3-5), Jeremiah (23:5, 30:9, 33:17), and
Ezekiel (34:23-24, 37:24-25) prophesied about a future Davidic king, often
referred to as a "branch" or "sprout" of David, who would reign in righteousness
and bring lasting peace.

The name "David" (Dawid) means "beloved." Prophecies referring to "David"
ruling in the future are understood to point to the "beloved one" who is the
descendant of David, namely Jesus Christ.

The New Testament explicitly identifies Jesus as the "son of David" (Matthew 1:1,
Luke 1:32), fulfilling the Davidic covenant promises. Matthew's genealogy is even
structured around the numerical value of the Hebrew letters in the name David
(gematria).



Popular recognition of Jesus as the "son of David" is evident in various accounts
(e.g., healing of blind men, the entry into Jerusalem with shouts of "Hosanna to
the son of David").

Jesus' argument about Psalm 110 ("The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right
hand...") highlights his superiority to David and the mystery of the incarnation,
showing how he could be both David's son and his Lord.

David serves as a type of Christ by his offices: king, prophet, and (metaphorically)
shepherd. The name "David" ("beloved") connects to the Father's declaration at
Jesus' baptism: "This is my son, the beloved, in whom I'm well pleased."

7. Typology and Prophetic Perspective:

Typology is based on office, not necessarily character.

Old Testament prophecy often speaks of future events as though they have
already happened ("prophetic perfect") because God, being outside of time, sees
all things as present.

8. The Davidic King as Firstborn and Witness:

Psalm 89:27 states, "l will appoint him my firstborn, the most exalted of the kings
of earth," referring to the coming Davidic king. The term "firstborn" signifies
appointive status and heirship.

Isaiah 55:4 declares, "See, I've made him a witness to the people, a leader and
commander of the people."

These themes converge in Jesus Christ, who is the "faithful witness, the firstborn
from the dead" (Revelation 1:5) and the "firstborn over all creation" (Colossians
1:15), inheriting all things.

9. The Temple and the Indwelling Presence of God:

The Davidic Covenant entailed the building of the Temple by David's son, Solomon
("his peace" - Shlomo), foreshadowing the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

The dedication of both the Tabernacle (Moses) and the Temple (Solomon) was
marked by the theophanic cloud of God's glory filling the dwelling, signifying
God's consecrated presence. "His presence makes it holy."



This finds its New Testament counterpart in the Holy Spirit's descent at Pentecost,
filling the believers who become the new temple of living stones, both
individually and corporately.

10. David as a Worshiper and the Spirit of Prophecy:

1 Samuel 16 recounts David playing the lyre to bring relief to Saul when an evil
spirit tormented him. Niehaus suggests this was not merely psychological comfort
but a form of deliverance facilitated by David's worship inviting the presence of
the Holy Spirit, which the evil spirit could not tolerate.

Psalm 22:3 is interpreted as "You are the Holy One enthroned, inhabiting the
praises of Israel," suggesting that God responds to and is present in genuine
worship.

David later organized Levites for musical worship, connecting music-making with
prophecy (1 Chronicles 25:1-3).

The account in 2 Kings 3 shows Elisha requesting a harpist before the "hand of the
Lord" (the power/Spirit of the Lord) came upon him, enabling him to prophesy.
This further suggests a link between worship, music, and the Spirit of prophecy.

Conclusion: While not all prophecy occurs in the context of worship, a worship
context may invite the Spirit of prophecy, a principle potentially relevant for the
church today.

Conclusion:

The Davidic Covenant, while specifically focused on the royal lineage of David, holds
immense significance in biblical theology. It builds upon previous covenants, establishes
a promise of an everlasting kingdom, and profoundly anticipates the person and work of
Jesus Christ, the ultimate Son of David. The themes of kingship, prophethood, temple
building, and even worship are interwoven within this covenant, finding their ultimate
realization in the New Covenant established through Jesus Christ.



4. Study Guide: Niehaus, Biblical Theology, Session 8, Davidic
Covenant

The Davidic Covenant: A Study Guide

Key Concepts and Themes:

Anticipation in the Abrahamic Covenant: Understand how the promise of kings
in Genesis 17 foreshadows the Davidic Covenant.

Focus on the Royal Line: Recognize the Davidic Covenant's unique emphasis on
establishing an enduring royal dynasty through David's descendants.

David as Prophet and Covenant Mediator: Understand David's roles, particularly
as a mediator of a covenant focused on kingship, distinct from the Mosaic
Covenant.

Relationship with the Mosaic Covenant: Grasp the hierarchical relationship
between the Davidic and Mosaic Covenants, with the latter serving as the
governing covenant requiring obedience from the kings.

Promise of the Temple: Understand the promise that David's offspring (Solomon)
would build a temple and the subsequent misunderstanding of this promise by
the people.

The Lord Building David's House: Comprehend the divine promise to establish
David's dynasty (his "house") and kingdom forever.

Adoptive Sonship: Understand the nature of the "Father-son" relationship
promised between God and David's descendants as an adoptive one.

Unconditional Love/Grace (Hesed): Recognize the promise that God's steadfast
love/grace (hesed) would not be removed from David's line as it was from Saul,
even in the face of sin.

Everlasting Kingdom: Understand the ultimate fulfillment of the promise of an
everlasting kingdom in Jesus Christ, the ultimate Son of David.

Covenant Idiom ("Cutting a Covenant"): Understand that while the term
"covenant" isn't explicitly used in 2 Samuel 7, it is later referred to using the idiom
of "cutting a covenant," even without a literal cutting ceremony.

Symbolism of "Lamp" vs. "Yoke": Understand the potential alternate translation
of "lamp" as "yoke" and its significance in the context of kingship and suzerainty.



Davidic Covenant Paradigm: Recognize how the Davidic Covenant fits into a
broader paradigm of God working through a prophet figure to defeat foes,
establish a covenant, and establish a dwelling among his people (with variations).

Magnifying David's Name: Understand the divine promise to make David's name
great, contrasting it with human attempts to achieve fame.

Messianic Prophecies: Identify and understand Old Testament prophecies (e.g.,
Isaiah 9, 55; Jeremiah 23, 30, 33; Ezekiel 34, 37) that speak of a future Davidic
king and their ultimate fulfillment in Christ.

Jesus as the Son of David: Understand the significance of Jesus' lineage as the
Son of David in the New Testament genealogies and popular recognition.

Typology of David: Understand how David serves as a type of Christ through his
offices of king and prophet (and the broader concept of shepherd-king).

David's Role in Worship and Prophecy: Understand the connection between
David's musical abilities, worship, and the prophetic Spirit, as seen in his
interactions with Saul and the organization of temple music.

Worship and the Spirit of Prophecy: Consider the idea that worship may create
an environment conducive to the Holy Spirit's work of prophecy.

The Davidic Covenant and the New Covenant: Recognize the Davidic Covenant as
anticipating the New Covenant, the final and everlasting special grace covenant.

Short-Answer Quiz:

1.

How did the Abrahamic Covenant foreshadow the Davidic Covenant, according to
Niehaus?

What was the primary focus or unique characteristic of the Davidic Covenant
compared to the Mosaic Covenant?

Explain the misunderstanding that arose in Israel regarding the promise of the
temple in the context of the Davidic Covenant.

In 2 Samuel 7, what was the significance of God promising to build a "house" for
David?

Describe the nature of the "Father-son" relationship promised in the Davidic
Covenant and its application to Solomon.



10.

What is the significance of the Hebrew word "hesed" in the context of God's
promise to David's lineage?

Explain why the concept of the "yoke" might be a more accurate translation than
"lamp" in certain passages related to the Davidic Covenant.

According to Niehaus, how does the New Testament understanding of Jesus fulfill
the promises made in the Davidic Covenant?

Describe the connection between David's music and the Holy Spirit, as illustrated
by his interactions with King Saul.

How does the Davidic Covenant relate to the New Covenant in terms of God's
special grace program?

Answer Key:

1.

Niehaus explains that the Abrahamic Covenant, embodied in God's special grace
program, entailed the foreshadowing of three covenants, including the Davidic.
Specifically, the promise in Genesis 17 that kings would come forth from Abraham
and Sarah implied the Davidic Covenant and kingship.

The primary focus of the Davidic Covenant was narrowly on the royal line of
David, promising an enduring dynasty. This is unlike the Mosaic Covenant, which
governed the entire nation of Israel and required obedience from everyone,
including the kings.

The people misunderstood the promise that David's offspring would build a
temple to mean that God would never abandon his dwelling in Jerusalem,
ensuring the city could never be conquered. They failed to recognize that their
obedience to the Mosaic Covenant was still paramount.

When God promised to build a "house" for David, he wasn't referring to a physical
temple for himself. Instead, he was promising to establish David's household, his
dynasty, and his kingdom, ensuring a continuous royal line.

The "Father-son" relationship between God and David's descendants is described
as an adoptive sonship, not a supernatural birth. God promises to treat David's
offspring as his son, offering love and grace even when they sin, as seen with
Solomon.

The Hebrew word "hesed," often translated as love, but better understood as
grace or faithful love in a covenantal context, signifies God's unwavering
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commitment to David's lineage. Even if David's descendants sin, God's hesed will
not be entirely removed, unlike with Saul.

7. The alternate translation of "nir" from "lamp" to "yoke" (niru) is significant
because "yoke" was a common term in the ancient Near East for the yoke of
suzerainty or kingship. This suggests God promised to maintain kingship for David
and his descendants.

8. Niehaus argues that the promises of the Davidic Covenant, particularly the
everlasting kingdom and the coming Davidic king, find their ultimate fulfillment in
Jesus Christ. Jesus, as the Son of David, embodies the beloved ruler and
establishes a kingdom that endures forever.

9. David's musical ability, specifically playing the harp, seemed to have a temporary
effect of delivering King Saul from an evil spirit. Niehaus suggests this might be
because David's playing involved worship, which could invite the presence of the
Holy Spirit, making the evil spirit uncomfortable.

10.The Davidic Covenant, while focused on the royal line, anticipates the broader
New Covenant. The promise of an everlasting kingdom and a perfect Davidic king
ultimately points to the New Covenant established through Jesus Christ, which is
the final and everlasting special grace covenant.
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Essay Format Questions:

1.

Analyze the relationship between the Abrahamic Covenant and the Davidic
Covenant. In what specific ways did the Abrahamic Covenant lay the groundwork
for the promises given to David in 2 Samuel 7?

Discuss the significance of the Davidic Covenant's focus on the "house" and
"kingdom" of David. How did this promise shape the expectations of Israel, and
how is it ultimately fulfilled in the New Testament?

Explore the multifaceted role of David as a prophet, king, and covenant mediator.
How did these roles contribute to the establishment and understanding of the
Davidic Covenant?

Examine the concept of the "everlasting" nature of the Davidic kingdom as
promised in 2 Samuel 7. How should this promise be understood in light of
subsequent Old Testament history and its ultimate realization in Christ?

Evaluate the connection between worship, music, and the Spirit of prophecy,
using the examples of David and Elisha discussed in the source material. What
implications might this have for understanding spiritual experiences?
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Glossary of Key Terms:

Covenant: A solemn agreement or binding promise between two parties, often
involving specific obligations and blessings or curses. In biblical theology, often
refers to God's special relationships with humanity.

Covenant Mediator: An individual chosen by God to represent and facilitate a
covenant relationship between God and humanity (e.g., Abraham, Moses, David).

Royal Line: The lineage of kings descended from a particular individual or family,
often associated with a claim to the throne.

Temple: A building or sacred place dedicated to the worship of a deity, serving as
a symbolic dwelling place for God (e.g., the Tabernacle, Solomon's Temple).

Adoptive Sonship: A relationship where someone is legally and lovingly accepted
as a son or daughter, even though they are not biologically related. In the context
of the Davidic Covenant, refers to God's relationship with David's descendants.

Hesed: A Hebrew term often translated as "love," "kindness," "mercy," or "grace,"
but more accurately signifies steadfast love, covenant loyalty, and gracious action,
particularly from God.

Suzerainty: The dominant power or authority of a lord or sovereign over vassals
or subordinate states. The concept of "yoke" is often associated with this.

Messianic Prophecy: Old Testament prophecies that foretell the coming of the
Messiah, the promised deliverer and king, who Christians believe is Jesus Christ.

Typology: A method of biblical interpretation where Old Testament people,
events, or institutions are seen as foreshadowing or prefiguring New Testament
realities, particularly aspects of Jesus Christ and his work.

Theophany: A visible manifestation of God's presence to humanity (e.g., in a
storm cloud, fire, or a human-like form).

Eschaton: The final event in the divine plan; the end of the world as we know it
and the beginning of God's new creation.

Gematria: A Hebrew numerological system where letters of the alphabet are
assigned numerical values, used to find hidden meanings or connections between
words and phrases.
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5. FAQs on Niehaus, Biblical Theology, Session 8, Davidic
Covenant, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions: The Davidic Covenant
1. How did the Abrahamic Covenant foreshadow the Davidic Covenant?

The Abrahamic Covenant, as a foundational element of God's special grace program,
contained within it the foreshadowing of several later covenants, including the Davidic
Covenant. Specifically, the promise in Genesis 17 that kings would come forth from
Abraham and Sarah implied the future establishment of a royal line and kingship in
Israel, which is the central focus of the Davidic Covenant.

2. What is the primary focus and nature of the Davidic Covenant?

The Davidic Covenant, mediated by King David who was also a prophet, is uniquely
focused on the royal line of David. Unlike the Mosaic Covenant, which governed the
entire nation of Israel, the Davidic Covenant pertains specifically to the promise that
David's offspring would establish a lasting kingdom and that his throne would endure
forever. David himself, however, remained under the authority of the Mosaic Covenant.

3. How did the people of Israel misunderstand the promise of the Davidic Covenant
regarding the temple?

God promised David that his offspring would build a temple for the Lord, which Solomon
eventually did. However, the people later mistakenly believed that the presence of the
temple in Jerusalem guaranteed God's unwavering presence and protection, regardless
of their obedience to the Mosaic Covenant. Jeremiah's Temple Sermon addressed this
misconception, emphasizing that obedience to God's law was paramount and that the
temple's existence did not excuse their sins or ensure Jerusalem's invulnerability.

4. In what ways was David considered a prophet, and what does this tell us about the
Holy Spirit in the Old Testament?

David was indeed a prophet, as evidenced by instances where the Spirit of the Lord
came upon him and spoke through him, such as the "last words of David." Peter also
explicitly calls David a prophet in Acts 2, noting his understanding of God's promise
regarding a descendant on the throne. However, the text indicates that the Spirit "came
to" David rather than "dwelt in" him, suggesting a different dynamic than the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit in believers under the New Covenant. Under the Old Covenant, no one
is explicitly called a temple of the Holy Spirit.



14

5. What was the essence of God's promise to David in 2 Samuel 7, and what was the
significance of the play on the word "house"?

In 2 Samuel 7, after David expressed his desire to build a "house" (temple) for the Lord,
God declared that He would instead establish a "house" (dynasty or royal line) for David.
God promised that David's offspring would build a temple for His name, and He would
establish the throne of this kingdom forever. He also promised an adoptive sonship
relationship with David's descendant and that His "hesed" (grace/love) would not be
removed from him even if he sinned, unlike what happened with Saul. The enduring
nature of David's house and kingdom ultimately points to the eternal reign of Jesus
Christ.

6. How does the New Testament interpret and fulfill the promises of the Davidic
Covenant, particularly concerning Jesus Christ?

The New Testament explicitly identifies Jesus Christ as the ultimate fulfillment of the
Davidic Covenant. He is repeatedly referred to as the "Son of David," highlighting his
lineage and right to the throne. Passages like Isaiah 9:5, predicting a child who will be
called the Mighty God and will reign on David's throne forever, are seen as prophecies of
Christ. Peter's sermon at Pentecost emphasizes that David, as a prophet, foresaw and
spoke of the resurrection of Christ. The eternal nature of David's throne and kingdom
finds its true realization in Christ's everlasting reign. Furthermore, the concept of David
as "the beloved" is echoed in the Father's declaration about Jesus at his baptism: "This is
my Son, the beloved."

7. What is the significance of the "yoke" metaphor in the context of ancient Near
Eastern kingship and Jesus' teachings?

The Hebrew word "nir," traditionally translated as "lamp" in the context of God's
promise to maintain David's line, likely refers to an Assyrian word "niru," meaning
"yoke." In the ancient Near East, "yoke" was a common metaphor for the authority and
rule of a suzerain king. Therefore, God's promise to maintain a "yoke" for David meant
that his kingship and that of his descendants would endure. Jesus' invitation to "take my
yoke upon you" in the New Testament likely draws upon this background, contrasting
the potentially heavy burden of earthly rulers with his own easy and light yoke of
authority.
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8. What connection can be drawn between music, worship, and prophecy, particularly
in the examples of David and Elisha?

The examples of David playing the lyre to bring relief to Saul from an evil spirit and Elisha
requesting a harpist before prophesying suggest a connection between music, worship,
and the Spirit of prophecy. Psalm 22:3, which can be translated as God "inhabiting the
praises of Israel," indicates that God responds to genuine worship by making His
presence, through the Holy Spirit, known. This presence could create an environment
where prophecy is more likely to occur, as seen with Elisha. While not all prophecy
requires music or worship, these practices may invite the Spirit's work of prophecy. This
has potential relevance for understanding worship and spiritual gifts within the church
today.



