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Dr. Roger Green, American Christianity, Session 12,  

Roman Catholicism in the Nineteenth Century 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Green, American Christianity, Session 12, Roman 

Catholicism in the 19th Century, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 

Dr. Roger Green's lecture, the twelfth session on American Christianity, focuses on 

Roman Catholicism in 19th-century America. It initially examines the growth of the 

Catholic Church due to immigration, highlighting the internal issue of trusteeship and 

the external challenge of anti-Catholicism, exemplified by the Know-Nothing movement 

and difficulties faced by institutions like Boston College. The lecture then transitions to 

the "Americanization" of the Catholic Church, discussing the 1852 Plenary Council in 

Baltimore and the influential leadership of Cardinal James Gibbons, who advocated for 

the separation of church and state and supported the working class, aligning with Pope 

Leo XIII's social concerns. The lecture notes that by 1908, the American Catholic Church 

was no longer considered a missionary field, and its participation in World War I further 

solidified its American identity, though Green notes its distinctiveness from global 

Catholicism. 

2.  21 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Green, American Christianity, Session 12 –  Double click 

icon to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Church History → American Christianity).  
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3. Briefing Document: Green, American Christianity,  

Session 12, Roman Catholicism in the 19th Century 

 

Briefing Document: 19th Century Roman Catholicism in America and the Churches' 

Role in Slavery 

This briefing document summarizes the main themes and important ideas from Dr. 

Roger Green's lectures on 19th Century Roman Catholicism in America (Session 12) and 

Slavery and the Churches. 

Source 1: Excerpts from "Green_AmerXy_EN_Sess12.pdf" (Roman Catholicism in the 

19th Century) 

This lecture focuses on two key aspects of Roman Catholicism in 19th century America: 

its growth and its Americanization. 

Main Themes and Important Ideas: 

• Growth of the Roman Catholic Church:The Church experienced significant 

growth due to immigration to America. While the specific three reasons for this 

growth were not detailed in this excerpt, it is highlighted as a key starting point. 

• Internal Problem: Trusteeship:The vast geographical spread of churches without 

sufficient priests led to laypeople (trustees) running the churches. 

• These trustees, influenced by the "good American spirit of freedom and choice," 

sought greater control, including hiring and firing priests, which clashed with the 

hierarchical structure and polity of the Catholic Church. 

• This internal friction required the Roman Catholic Church to "rein that in." 

• External Problem: Anti-Catholicism:The significant influx of Roman Catholic 

immigrants led to strong anti-Catholic sentiment in America. 

• The Native American Party (Know-Nothing Party): Formed in 1837 specifically as 

an anti-Catholic party. 

• Their primary goal was to stop Catholic immigration. 

• They unsuccessfully advocated for a 21-year waiting period before Catholic 

immigrants could apply for citizenship, hoping to discourage immigration. 

• The party adopted the nickname "Know-Nothing" because members were 

instructed to feign ignorance about their policies and views on Catholics. 
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• Examples of Anti-Catholic Sentiment:Difficulties faced by the Jesuit order in 

obtaining a charter for Boston College due to anti-Catholicism in the 

Massachusetts legislature. 

• Mention of an "urban myth" of signs in shops stating "if you are Roman Catholic, 

you need not work here." 

• Another "urban myth" (unverified) of Harvard University allegedly advertising "if 

you are Roman Catholic, you need not apply here." This purported discrimination 

fueled the desire of Catholics to establish their own institutions like Boston 

College. 

• Echoes of anti-Catholic sentiment resurfaced during John F. Kennedy's 

presidential election due to his Catholic faith. 

• Catholic Response to Growth and Anti-Catholicism:The Roman Catholic Church 

recognized the need to support and integrate the growing Catholic communities. 

• Three key strategies were developed: 

1. Parochial Schools: To provide Catholic children with a Catholic education within a 

potentially hostile broader culture, ensuring they "would feel at home in the 

school system." 

2. Charitable Institutions: The development of hospitals, orphanages, and homes 

for the aged to care for Catholics within a comfortable and supportive 

environment. This established a "pretty strong charitable network." 

3. The Press: The publication of Catholic newspapers, such as "The Pilot" (founded 

in Boston and the oldest Catholic newspaper in the US, with the subtitle "Get the 

Catholic Perspective"), to provide a Catholic viewpoint and foster a sense of 

community. 

• Americanization of Roman Catholicism:This process began in the second half of 

the 19th century. 

• The First Plenary Council of Baltimore (1852): A crucial event where the 

American Catholic Church addressed the question of how to "feel at home in the 

broader culture" and integrate into national life. 

• Cardinal James Gibbons: The most important Roman Catholic leader in the 

second half of the 19th century. 
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• His goal was to ease tensions between Roman Catholicism and the broader 

American culture. 

• Accomplishments:Strong supporter of the separation of church and state, 

emphasizing that the Catholic Church did not seek to control the government but 

desired freedom of worship, aligning with some Protestant views. 

• Advocate for the working class, many of whom were Catholic immigrants facing 

difficult conditions in places like the Lower East Side of Manhattan. He sought 

better wages, working conditions, and living conditions for them. 

• Gibbons' stance was supported by Pope Leo XIII, who also advocated for the 

working class internationally, notably through the encyclical Rerum Novarum, 

which placed the Catholic Church on the side of working people. 

• Pope Leo XIII's Concerns: While supportive of the working class, Pope Leo XIII 

was "very nervous that the Roman Catholic Church in America was breaking off 

from the worldwide Roman Catholic Church and from the authority of the 

papacy." 

• He feared the American Church becoming "too American and not Roman Catholic 

enough," potentially deviating from core doctrines and principles. 

• He wrote a document addressing the "dangers of the Americanization of the 

Roman Catholic Church." 

• Solidification of Americanization:1908: The American Roman Catholic Church 

was removed from missionary status by Rome, signifying its self-sufficiency and 

further contributing to its American identity. 

• World War I (1914-1918): The noble service of American Roman Catholics 

alongside Protestants and Jews fostered greater integration and acceptance. 

• Cardinal William Henry O'Connell (Boston): By the mid-20th century, the Catholic 

Church was well-established. Cardinal O'Connell's statement, "'the Puritan has 

passed, the Catholic remains,'" highlighted the significant shift in Boston's 

religious and cultural landscape, which he considered and remains largely "a 

Roman Catholic city." 

• Distinctiveness of American Catholicism: Dr. Green emphasizes that "you can 

never, don't ever measure worldwide Roman Catholicism by what you hear in 

America by American Catholics." 
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• The American Catholic Church is described as "quite liberal compared to the rest 

of the Roman Catholic Church around the world." 

• Anecdotal evidence from Dr. Green's experience at Boston College and the 

reaction of Pope John Paul II to the question of women priests during his visit to 

America illustrate this difference. 

Source 2: Excerpts from "Green_AmerXy_EN_Sess12.pdf" (Slavery and the Churches) 

This lecture begins by establishing the devastating impact of slavery and then focuses on 

the role of churches in the abolitionist movement in America, following a chronological 

approach after discussing abolition in Great Britain. 

Main Themes and Important Ideas: 

• The Horrors of Slavery: Dr. Green emphasizes the need to understand the 

"disastrous" nature of slavery beyond an academic perspective. 

• He reads excerpts from Elkins' book on slavery, detailing the "series of shocks" 

experienced by enslaved Africans: 

• Capture: Often through wars or raids, disrupting lives and families. 

• The Long March to the Sea: Brutal journeys with hardship, thirst, starvation, and 

high mortality. 

• Sale to European Slavers: Examination, rejection, branding, and herding onto 

ships. 

• The Middle Passage: Described as "dread," "brutalizing," with horrific conditions 

of overcrowding, disease, death, and cruelty during the two-month voyage. 

• Arrival in the West Indies and Seasoning: Further trauma, panic, and a high 

mortality rate. 

• Dr. Green highlights the immense loss of life, with estimates suggesting that only 

one in three Africans taken survived the entire process of enslavement. 

• Abolition of the Slave Trade in Great Britain:William Wilberforce: A member of 

Parliament who dedicated his life to ending slavery in the British Empire, driven 

by his grief over the slave trade. 

• The Abolition Committee (1787): Formed to strategize how to convince the 

public to end slavery despite its economic importance. 
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• Pressure Politics: Employed to raise awareness and influence public opinion: 

• Bringing wealthy individuals aboard ships near slave ships to experience the 

"smell of death" and the reality of the Middle Passage. 

• Organizing petitions to Parliament demanding the end of the slave trade. 

• John Wesley's Support: The founder of Methodism wrote a final letter to William 

Wilberforce, encouraging him and calling slavery "that villainy of villainies." 

• The Slave Trade Act (1807): Abolished the slave trade in Great Britain. 

• Abolition Throughout the British Empire (1833): Achieved before Wilberforce's 

death. 

• Chronological March of Abolitionism in America:1775: Founding of the First 

Anti-Slavery Society: Established in Philadelphia by Quakers. 

• Its initial focus was on addressing slave ownership among fellow Quakers, citing 

biblical and humanitarian concerns. 

• 1784: The Christmas Conference (Methodist Church): Instituted measures 

prohibiting slave owners from being Methodists, influenced by John Wesley's 

anti-slavery stance. 

• 1770s-1780s: The Edwardsians: Followers of Jonathan Edwards (though Edwards 

himself owned slaves) began to speak out against the slave trade as preachers, 

wielding significant cultural influence. 

• 1817: Founding of the American Colonization Society:Plan: To purchase slaves 

from owners and send them back to Africa. 

• Intention: To eliminate slavery. 

• Criticisms:Did not address the institutional nature of slavery. 

• Many members held beliefs in black inferiority. 

• Deprived the country of potential black leadership. 

• Achieved limited results, freeing and relocating only an estimated 4,000 slaves. 

• Considered a "transitional movement" in the broader anti-slavery efforts. 

• 1835: Founding of Oberlin College: Established in Ohio as the "first abolitionist 

institution in America." 
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• Founded with the mission to proclaim the doctrine of the abolition of slavery. 

• Its first president (later), Charles Grandison Finney, was a key figure. 

• Significantly, Oberlin College also became the first co-educational college in 

America and later the first to grant a theological degree to a woman (Antoinette 

Brown). 

Quotes: 

• On Trusteeship: "They were the trustees of the Roman Catholic Churches, but 

they wanted, you know, this good American spirit of freedom and choice. They 

wanted to be able to hire priests and fire priests and all kinds of things." 

• On the Know-Nothing Party: "The reason it got this nickname is because the 

party, the people in the party who said, you know, if you're questioned about our 

policies and if you're questioned about what we think about Catholics, just say 

you don't know anything." 

• On the Purpose of Parochial Schools: "[This way,] the children would have a good 

Catholic education in the midst of a broader culture." 

• On "The Pilot" Newspaper: "Look at the subtitle of the newspaper, the pilot, Get 

the Catholic Perspective. Get the Catholic Perspective." 

• On the Plenary Council of Baltimore: "The purpose of the plenary council in 1852 

was to tackle one basic question. And the question was, how is the Roman 

Catholic Church going to feel at home in the broader culture?" 

• On Cardinal Gibbons' Goal: "[He helped] to ease the tensions between Roman 

Catholicism and the broader culture—helping to navigate or negotiate the 

possible tensions between the Roman Catholic Church and the broader culture." 

• On Gibbons' View of Church and State: "He wanted to make it absolutely clear 

that the Roman Catholic Church had no desire to take over the government. On 

the other hand, the Roman Catholic Church wants to be free to worship." 

• Pope Leo XIII's Concern: "Pope Leo XIII was very nervous that the Roman Catholic 

Church in America was breaking off from the worldwide Roman Catholic Church 

and from the authority of the papacy." 

• Cardinal O'Connell's Statement: "'The Puritan has passed, the Catholic remains.'" 
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• On the Distinctiveness of American Catholicism: "However, the Roman Catholic 

Church in America is quite liberal compared to the rest of the Roman Catholic 

Church around the world. So, you can't ever measure worldwide Roman 

Catholicism by American Catholicism." 

• John Wesley on Slavery: "Slavery is that villainy of villainies." 

• On the Experience of Slavery (Elkins): "The holds of the ships, packed with 

squirming and suffocating humanity, became stinking infernos of filth and 

pestilence." 

• On the Mission of Oberlin College: "Oberlin College was founded as the first 

abolitionist institution in America. It was founded as an anti-slavery abolitionist 

institution." 

This briefing document provides a comprehensive overview of the key themes and 

information presented in the provided lecture excerpts, highlighting the growth and 

Americanization of Roman Catholicism in the 19th century alongside the early stages of 

the abolitionist movement and the varied roles of churches in addressing the issue of 

slavery. 
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4.  Study Guide: Green, American Christianity, Session 12, 

Roman Catholicism in the 19th Century 

Study Guide: 19th Century Roman Catholicism and Slavery in America 

Key Concepts: 

• Growth of Roman Catholicism: The significant increase in the Roman Catholic 

population in the United States during the 19th century, primarily due to 

immigration. 

• Americanization of Roman Catholicism: The process by which the Roman 

Catholic Church in the United States adapted to American culture and society 

while maintaining its core doctrines. 

• Trusteeship: An internal issue faced by the early American Catholic Church where 

lay trustees sought control over church affairs, including the hiring and firing of 

priests. 

• Anti-Catholicism: External opposition and prejudice directed towards Roman 

Catholics in America, often stemming from nativist sentiments. 

• Native American Party (Know-Nothing Party): A political party formed in the 

mid-19th century specifically to oppose Catholic immigration and influence. 

• Parochial Schools: Roman Catholic schools established to provide Catholic 

children with education within a supportive religious environment. 

• Charitable Institutions: Hospitals, orphanages, and homes for the aged 

established by the Catholic Church to care for its community. 

• Catholic Press: Newspapers and publications created to disseminate the Catholic 

perspective and foster a sense of community among Catholic immigrants. 

• Plenary Council of Baltimore (1852): The first major gathering of Catholic leaders 

in the United States to discuss the Church's role and integration within American 

society. 

• Cardinal James Gibbons: A prominent Catholic leader in the late 19th century 

who advocated for the separation of church and state and supported the working 

class. 

• Rerum Novarum: An encyclical issued by Pope Leo XIII that addressed social 

justice issues, including the rights of workers. 
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• Missionary Status: The designation of a region by the Vatican as needing 

evangelization and support from the broader Church. The removal of this status 

for the American Catholic Church in 1908 signified its self-sufficiency. 

• Abolitionism: The movement to end slavery. 

• Middle Passage: The brutal transatlantic journey of enslaved Africans to the 

Americas. 

• William Wilberforce: A British Member of Parliament who led the movement to 

abolish the slave trade and slavery in the British Empire. 

• Abolition Committee (1787): A British organization formed to advocate for the 

end of the slave trade. 

• John Wesley: The founder of Methodism, who strongly opposed slavery and 

encouraged Wilberforce in his efforts. 

• Anti-Slavery Society (1775): The first organization in the United States dedicated 

to ending slavery, founded by Quakers. 

• Christmas Conference (1784): A pivotal meeting in the development of American 

Methodism, where the denomination initially took a stance against slave 

ownership. 

• Edwardsians: Followers of the theologian Jonathan Edwards, some of whom 

became vocal opponents of the slave trade. 

• American Colonization Society (1817): An organization that aimed to address 

slavery by purchasing slaves and relocating them to Africa. 

• Oberlin College (1835): The first institution of higher education in the United 

States founded with an explicit commitment to abolitionism. 

Quiz: 

1. What were the three primary reasons for the significant growth of the Roman 

Catholic Church in the United States during the 19th century, as mentioned in the 

lecture? 

2. Describe the internal problem of trusteeship that the Roman Catholic Church 

faced in 19th-century America and why it created friction within the church 

structure. 
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3. What was the Native American Party (also known as the Know-Nothing Party), 

and what were its main objectives regarding Roman Catholic immigrants? 

4. Identify and briefly explain the three main ways the Roman Catholic Church 

attempted to provide for and integrate Catholic immigrants into American society 

and culture. 

5. What was the significance of the Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1852 for the 

Roman Catholic Church in the United States? 

6. Who was Cardinal James Gibbons, and what were two of his key 

accomplishments in easing tensions between Roman Catholicism and the broader 

American culture? 

7. Explain Pope Leo XIII's perspective on the "Americanization" of the Roman 

Catholic Church in the United States. 

8. What were the two events mentioned in the lecture that significantly solidified 

the Americanization of the Roman Catholic Church in the early 20th century? 

9. Briefly describe the impact of William Wilberforce and the Abolition Committee 

on the issue of slavery in Great Britain and its empire. 

10. What was the American Colonization Society, and what were some of the main 

criticisms leveled against its approach to addressing slavery? 

Quiz Answer Key: 

1. The lecture mentioned three reasons for the growth of Roman Catholicism: 

immigration to America, though these specific reasons were not detailed in the 

provided excerpts. 

2. Trusteeship was an internal problem where laypeople, acting as trustees for local 

churches due to a lack of priests, began to exert undue control, wanting to hire 

and fire priests. This clashed with the hierarchical structure of the Catholic Church 

and its established governance. 

3. The Native American Party (Know-Nothing Party) was an anti-Catholic political 

party formed in 1837 due to the large number of Catholic immigrants. Their main 

goals were to stop Catholic immigration and, failing that, to delay their citizenship 

by requiring a 21-year waiting period. 

4. The Roman Catholic Church addressed immigrant needs through the 

development of parochial schools for Catholic education, charitable institutions 
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like hospitals and orphanages for care, and the Catholic press, such as 

newspapers like The Pilot, to provide a Catholic perspective. 

5. The Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1852 was the first full council of the Catholic 

Church in America, and its purpose was to discuss how the Church could integrate 

into and feel at home within the broader American culture and national life. 

6. Cardinal James Gibbons was a leading Catholic figure who advocated for the 

separation of church and state to assure Americans that the Catholic Church did 

not seek to control the government. He also supported the working class, many 

of whom were Catholic immigrants, advocating for better wages and working 

conditions. 

7. Pope Leo XIII was concerned that the American Catholic Church might become 

too independent and deviate from universal Roman Catholic doctrines and the 

authority of the papacy due to the process of Americanization. 

8. The two events that solidified Americanization were the removal of the American 

Roman Catholic Church from missionary status by Rome in 1908, signifying its 

self-sufficiency, and the noble service of American Catholics alongside other 

religious groups in World War I (1914-1918). 

9. William Wilberforce, through the Abolition Committee, employed pressure 

politics, including exposing the horrors of the slave trade and organizing petitions, 

which led to the abolition of the slave trade in Great Britain in 1807 and slavery 

throughout the British Empire in 1833. 

10. The American Colonization Society aimed to solve slavery by purchasing slaves 

from their owners and relocating them to Africa. Criticisms included its failure to 

address the institutional injustice of slavery, the underlying belief in black 

inferiority among some members, the removal of potential black leadership, and 

its limited practical impact, freeing only an estimated 4,000 slaves. 
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Essay Format Questions: 

1. Analyze the internal and external challenges faced by the Roman Catholic Church 

in the United States during the 19th century. How did the Church attempt to 

address these challenges, and with what degree of success? 

2. Discuss the significance of Cardinal James Gibbons' leadership in the late 19th 

century in shaping the relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and 

American society. How did his actions and beliefs contribute to the 

"Americanization" of Catholicism? 

3. Compare and contrast the approaches taken by William Wilberforce in Great 

Britain and the American anti-slavery societies (such as the Quakers and the 

American Colonization Society) in their efforts to address the issue of slavery. 

What factors contributed to the different strategies and outcomes? 

4. Evaluate the role of religious institutions and individuals (both Catholic and 

Protestant) in the unfolding debate and actions related to slavery in 19th-century 

America, considering both pro- and anti-slavery perspectives. 

5. The lecture discusses the "Americanization" of the Roman Catholic Church and its 

increasing integration into American society. To what extent did the abolitionist 

movement and the Civil War era further this integration, or did they create new 

divisions and challenges for American Catholics? 

 

Glossary of Key Terms: 

• American Christianity: The various Christian denominations and movements that 

have developed and evolved within the context of American history and culture. 

• Roman Catholicism: A major branch of Christianity that recognizes the Pope as its 

supreme head and adheres to a specific set of doctrines and practices. 

• 19th Century: The period of time from January 1, 1801, to December 31, 1900. 

• Immigration: The act of moving permanently to a foreign country. 

• Hierarchical Church Polity: A system of church governance where authority flows 

from higher levels to lower levels, such as bishops overseeing priests and 

parishes. 

• Nativism: A political preference for native-born inhabitants over immigrants. 
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• Jesuit: A member of the Society of Jesus, a Roman Catholic order of priests and 

brothers founded by Ignatius of Loyola. 

• Charter: A formal document granting rights or privileges by a sovereign power or 

legislative body, such as the right to establish a college. 

• Urban Myth: A story or piece of information that is widely circulated as true but 

is not supported by factual evidence. 

• Plenary Council: A formal meeting of all the bishops of a particular country or 

region to discuss and legislate on matters of church doctrine and discipline. 

• Archbishop: A bishop of the highest rank, typically in charge of a large or 

important diocese or archdiocese. 

• Cardinal: A senior member of the Catholic clergy, usually appointed by the Pope, 

who advises the Pope and is eligible to elect a new Pope. 

• Separation of Church and State: The principle that government and religious 

institutions should be kept distinct and independent of each other. 

• Working Class: The social class consisting of people employed for wages, 

especially in manual or industrial occupations. 

• Tenement: A run-down and often overcrowded apartment house, especially in a 

poor section of a large city. 

• Encyclical: A papal letter addressed to the bishops of the Catholic Church on a 

matter of importance. 

• Papacy: The office and authority of the Pope. 

• Missionary Status: The designation of a geographic area as needing to be 

evangelized by the Church. 

• Co-educational: An institution, such as a school or college, that admits students 

of both sexes. 

• Theological Degree: An academic degree in the study of religious faith, practice, 

and experience. 

• Ordained: Having received holy orders in a Christian church, typically becoming a 

priest, minister, or deacon. 
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• Puritan: A member of a group of English Protestants of the late 16th and 17th 

centuries who regarded the Reformation of the Church of England under 

Elizabeth as incomplete and sought to simplify and regulate forms of worship. In 

an American context, refers to the early English settlers of New England who held 

strict religious beliefs. 

• Abolition of Slavery: The complete legal prohibition of the institution of slavery, 

freeing all enslaved people. 

• Pressure Politics: The use of public actions and advocacy to influence political 

decisions. 

• Petition: A formal written request, typically signed by many people, appealing to 

authority with respect to a particular cause. 

• Christmas Conference: The founding conference of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church in America, held in Baltimore in 1784. 

• Methodist: A member of a Protestant denomination that originated in the 18th 

century with John Wesley. 

• Quaker: A member of the Religious Society of Friends, a Christian denomination 

emphasizing direct experience of God and principles of peace and social justice. 

• Institutionalization of Slavery: The establishment of slavery as a deeply 

embedded and legally protected system within a society. 

• Black Inferiority: The racist belief that people of African descent are inherently 

less intelligent, capable, or morally upright than people of other races. 

• Transitional Movement: A movement or organization that represents a shift or 

bridge between earlier and later approaches or ideas. 

• Abolitionist Institution: An organization or institution explicitly dedicated to the 

abolition of slavery. 

• Doctrine: A set of beliefs or principles held and taught by a church, political party, 

or other group. 

• Middle Passage: The forced voyage of enslaved Africans across the Atlantic Ocean 

to the Americas. 

• Slave Trade Act: A specific piece of legislation related to the regulation or 

abolition of the trade in enslaved people. 
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5. FAQs Green, American Christianity, Session 12, Roman 

Catholicism in the 19th Century, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions: 19th Century Roman Catholicism in America and the 

Antebellum Slavery Debate 

1. What were the primary drivers behind the significant growth of the Roman Catholic 

Church in 19th century America? The growth of the Roman Catholic Church in 19th 

century America was primarily fueled by immigration. As large numbers of Catholic 

immigrants arrived in the United States, the Catholic population expanded considerably. 

2. What internal challenge did the Roman Catholic Church face in America due to its 

rapid expansion? The rapid and widespread growth of the church across the expanding 

American landscape led to the problem of trusteeship. With a shortage of priests to 

serve these far-flung communities, laypeople (trustees) began to take control of church 

affairs. This often led to conflicts with the hierarchical structure of the Catholic Church as 

these trustees sought greater autonomy, including the ability to hire and fire priests, 

which clashed with established church governance. 

3. What was the main external challenge confronting the Roman Catholic Church in 

19th century America? Can you provide a specific example? The primary external 

challenge was widespread anti-Catholicism. This sentiment was fueled by the large influx 

of Catholic immigrants, leading to the formation of anti-Catholic political movements. A 

prominent example was the Native American Party, also known as the Know-Nothing 

Party, which emerged in 1837. This party specifically aimed to curb Catholic immigration 

and, failing that, to delay Catholic immigrants' path to citizenship by advocating for a 21-

year waiting period. 

4. How did the Roman Catholic Church in America attempt to address the needs of its 

growing immigrant population and foster a sense of belonging? The Catholic Church 

implemented three main strategies to support Catholic immigrants and integrate them 

into American life while maintaining their faith. First, they established parochial schools 

to provide Catholic children with a religious education in an environment free from anti-

Catholic pressure. Second, they developed a network of charitable institutions such as 

hospitals and orphanages to care for the needs of Catholics within a supportive 

environment. Third, they utilized the press by publishing Catholic newspapers, such as 

The Pilot, to provide a Catholic perspective on current events and foster a sense of 

community and shared identity. 
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5. What was the significance of the Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1852 for American 

Catholicism? The Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1852 marked a crucial moment in the 

Americanization of the Roman Catholic Church. It was the first major gathering of 

Catholic leaders in the United States specifically convened to discuss how the Church 

could better integrate into American culture and national life. They deliberated on the 

Church's role and relationship within the broader American society. 

6. Who was Cardinal James Gibbons, and what were his key contributions to the 

Americanization of the Roman Catholic Church? Cardinal James Gibbons was a pivotal 

figure in late 19th and early 20th century American Catholicism. As the Cardinal of 

Baltimore, he played a leading role in easing tensions between the Catholic Church and 

the wider American culture. His key contributions included his strong support for the 

separation of church and state, assuring Americans that the Catholic Church did not seek 

to control the government but desired religious freedom. He also championed the cause 

of the working class, many of whom were Catholic immigrants, advocating for better 

wages, working conditions, and living standards, aligning the Church with their struggles. 

7. How did the issue of slavery begin to be addressed by Christian groups in America, 

and what were some of the early milestones in the anti-slavery movement? The anti-

slavery movement in America saw early action from various Christian groups. In 1775, 

the Quakers founded the first anti-slavery society, initially aimed at addressing slave 

ownership among their own members. In 1784, the Methodist Christmas Conference 

took a strong stance against slavery, prohibiting slave owners from being Methodists. 

The Edwardsians, followers of Jonathan Edwards, also began to preach against the slave 

trade in the late 18th century. These early efforts laid the groundwork for a growing 

abolitionist sentiment. 

8. What was the American Colonization Society, and why did it face criticism from 

some who opposed slavery? Founded in 1817, the American Colonization Society 

proposed to address slavery by purchasing slaves from their owners and then sending 

them back to Africa. While well-intentioned by some, the society faced significant 

criticism. Firstly, it was argued that it did not address the fundamental injustice and 

institutional nature of slavery, potentially diverting attention from more radical 

solutions. Secondly, many proponents of the society harbored beliefs in black inferiority. 

Thirdly, critics argued that it deprived America of potential black leadership by sending 

freed slaves away. Finally, the society was seen as largely ineffective, having freed and 

resettled only a small fraction of the enslaved population (approximately 4,000). 


