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1. Abstract of Green, American Christianity, Session 3,
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This text presents Dr. Roger Green's lecture on American Christianity, specifically
Session 3 concerning Roger Williams and religious diversity in Rhode Island. The
lecture explores Roger Williams' advocacy for religious freedom in the establishment of
Rhode Island, contrasting his biblical basis with the Enlightenment principles of later
founders. It then discusses the rise of the Quakers in England, focusing on George Fox's
spiritual journey and key Quaker beliefs such as the inner light of Christ, simplicity,
pacifism, and anti-slavery. Finally, the lecture details the arrival and initial resistance
faced by Quakers in America, particularly in Puritan Boston, before highlighting Rhode
Island as a refuge and a center of Quaker influence.

2. 28 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of
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3. Briefing Document: Green, American Christianity, Session 3,
Diversity in Rhode Island, Quakers

Briefing Document: Religious Diversity in Rhode Island and the Rise of the Quakers
Main Themes:

This lecture session focuses on the establishment of Rhode Island as a colony dedicated
to religious freedom under Roger Williams, the rise and key tenets of the Quaker
movement in England, and the initial interactions and conflicts between Quakers and
Puritans in America, particularly in Boston, culminating in the Quaker refuge found in
Rhode Island.

Most Important Ideas and Facts:
1. Roger Williams and Religious Freedom in Rhode Island:

o Establishment of Rhode Island: Roger Williams is presented as a "critical" figure
who established Rhode Island and Providence as a colony dedicated to "total
religious freedom and absolute religious liberty." This was a unique concept at the
time and would later influence broader American culture.

o "He s really critical and established in Rhode Island and in Providence, a colony
dedicated to total religious freedom and absolute religious liberty."

o Williams' Personal Pilgrimage: His own religious journey from Anglican to Puritan
to Baptist to "seeker" highlights his independent and evolving theological
understanding.

e Principled Tolerance: While Williams personally "disliked the Quakers" and their
theology, he "welcomed them into his colony because of absolute religious
freedom." His commitment was to principle over personal preference.

e "So, he was going to be faithful to his own principle of absolute freedom in his
colony, even though he disliked the Quakers and he disliked what they taught."

o Separation of Church and State: Williams believed in an "absolute separation of
church and state" and freedom for individuals to be religious or not without state
interference. This went beyond mere toleration.



"He believed in an absolute separation of church and state. And in terms of the
church, he believed in absolute freedom for people to either be religious or not to
be religious."

Biblical Basis vs. Enlightenment Principles: Williams' understanding of religious
liberty was rooted in the Bible, contrasting with the later Enlightenment-based
philosophical principles that informed the founding fathers in the 18th century.

2. The Rise of the Quakers in England:

George Fox and the Inner Light: George Fox was the founder of the Quaker
movement. He experienced a "conversion experience" and preached the "inner
light of Christ," emphasizing a deep personal religious experience.

"George Fox felt that God had moved his life in a unique way. And George Fox felt
a very deep religious experience in his life. And he tended to talk about it as the
inner light of Christ."

Frustrations Leading to the Movement: Fox was frustrated by the perceived lack
of spiritual vitality in the Church of England and the inability to find theological
understanding with his peers.

Swarthmore Hall and Margaret Fell: The conversion of Judge and Margaret Fell,
wealthy individuals who opened their home (Swarthmore Hall) as a headquarters,
was crucial for the organization and spread of Quakerism. Margaret Fell was a
significant leader in the movement.

Rapid Growth: By 1700, the Quaker movement had grown remarkably, reaching
approximately 100,000 members in England, Scotland, and Wales.

Appeal Across Social Classes: Quakerism attracted people from all social strata,
from the wealthy to the servant class.

Origin of the Name "Quaker": The name was initially given disparagingly by a
judge because of the "quaking" or raucous nature of their early religious services,
but the Quakers adopted it. They preferred the term "Friends" or "Society of
Friends," based on Jesus' saying in the Bible.

Evolution of Worship: Early Quaker services were more active, involving
"dancing" and "singing," but later settled into the silent meetings more
commonly associated with Quakers today.



Fanaticism and the James Naylor Incident: The example of James Naylor, who
reenacted Christ's entry into Jerusalem and suffered severe punishment,
highlights a period of early enthusiasm that led to controversy and a subsequent
"settling down" of the movement.

3. Key Ideas and Beliefs of the Quakers:

The Inner Light of Christ: This was the central tenet, believing that every person
can have a direct experience of Christ within them.

"The central truth of the gospel is Christ, and the central experience of that is that
every person can have the inner light of Christ."

Simplicity of the Gospel Message: Quakers emphasized the direct experience of
Christ over speculative theological doctrines.

"They preferred the simplicity of the gospel message to a speculative message of
judgment, the end of the world, or the second coming of Christ."

Absolute Religious Freedom: Like Roger Williams, Quakers strongly believed in
religious liberty and the separation of church and state.

Pacifism: Quakers rejected participation in the military.

Anti-Slavery: The Quakers were pioneers in the anti-slavery movement, with the
first anti-slavery group being founded by them. John Woolman is highlighted as a
key figure in this effort.

Missionary Work: Quakers engaged in missionary activities, including reaching
out to Native Americans in America.

Simple Worship: Their worship services were characterized by their simplicity,
lacking liturgy, ordained ministry, and the practice of sacraments like baptism and
the Lord's Supper, which was a major point of contention with the Puritans.

4. Quakers in America and Conflict with Puritans:

First Arrival in Boston (1656): The first Quaker arrivals in Boston, two women,
were not permitted to disembark and were sent back to England.

Challenge to Puritan Exclusivity: Quakers were seen as a threat to the established
Puritan order in Boston.



o Hanging of Quakers on Boston Common: Four Quakers were hanged in Boston as
a means to suppress heresy and maintain the "social order" or "common good,"
as understood in 17th-century terms.

e "In 17th-century terms, nothing disrupted the social order like heresy. Heresy is a
disruption of the social order."

e Theological Reasons for Puritan Opposition:View of the Bible: Puritans had a
more restricted view of biblical interpretation and were wary of the Quakers'
experiential hermeneutics.

« Rejection of Predestination: Quakers believed the "light of Christ could come into
the heart of any person," contrasting with the Puritan doctrine of predestination.

o Simple Worship and Lack of Sacraments: The absence of liturgy, ordained
ministry, and sacraments in Quaker worship was deeply offensive to the Puritans.

o Emphasis on Experience: Puritans were suspicious of the Quaker emphasis on
personal experience over the "sure word of God."

o Missionary Zeal: Puritans disliked the Quakers' missionary efforts and the
theological basis for them.

« Rhode Island as a Quaker Refuge: Due to persecution in Boston, Rhode Island,
with its commitment to religious freedom, became a significant refuge and
stronghold for Quakers in America.

« George Fox's Visit to Rhode Island (1672): Fox's visit strengthened the Quaker
community in New England.

o Failed Meeting Between Roger Williams and George Fox: Despite being in Rhode
Island at the same time, Williams and Fox, who held opposing views on
Quakerism, never met.

e Quaker Influence in Rhode Island: By the time of the Revolutionary War, Quakers
had become influential in Rhode Island, exemplified by Stephen Hopkins, a five-
time Quaker governor and signer of the Declaration of Independence.

Quotes:

e (On William Ledra's letter) "The sweet influences of the morning star, like a flood
distilling into my innocent habitation, hath filled me with the joy of God in the
beauty of holiness, that my spirit is as if it did not inhabit a tabernacle of clay."



e (On Roger Williams' principle) "What he was not going to do was use the arm of
the state to punish people for what they believed."

o (On George Fox's experience) "Christ is in my heart; I've got the light of Christ in
my heart now, and what | want to do now is | want to go out, and | want to
preach that inner light of Christ."

e (On the origin of the name Quaker) "The judge said, you people are Quakers
because you quake during your religious service..."

e (On the Quaker preference) "We are a society of friends, and that comes from the
saying of Jesus, you are my friends if you do what | command you."

e (On Puritan rationale for hanging Quakers) "Heresy is a disruption of the social
order."

e (On Quaker belief in inner light) "Every single believer can have that inner light of
Christ."

e (On Puritan concern about Quaker worship) "The Quakers did not and do not
practice the sacraments."

e (On Rhode Island's role) "Rhode Island became the refuge for the Quakers. Rhode
Island became the bastion for the Quakers."

This briefing document summarizes the key points of Dr. Green's lecture on Roger
Williams, religious diversity in Rhode Island, and the rise of the Quakers, highlighting the
contrasting approaches to religious freedom and the early conflicts faced by the Quaker
movement in America.



4. Study Guide: Green, American Christianity, Session 3,
Diversity in Rhode Island, Quakers

Dr. Roger Green, American Christianity, Session 3 Study Guide: Roger Williams and
Religious Diversity in Rhode Island

Quiz
1.

10.

Describe Roger Williams' journey of religious affiliation. Why is he considered a
critical figure in the context of religious freedom in America?

Explain Roger Williams' stance on religious freedom in Rhode Island. How did his
views differ from the concept of mere toleration?

Summarize the two primary frustrations George Fox experienced before his
conversion. What was the central message he began to preach after his spiritual
experience?

Describe the significance of Judge and Margaret Fell in the early Quaker
movement. How did Swarthmore Hall contribute to the rise of the Quakers?

What was the origin of the name "Quakers"? What term did the members of this
religious group prefer for themselves and why?

Contrast the early, more "raucous" nature of Quaker religious services with the
silent worship they later became known for. What event might have contributed
to this shift?

Identify and briefly explain two key theological differences that caused tension
between the Puritans and the Quakers in the 17th century.

Why did the Puritan leaders in Boston view the Quakers as a threat to their
community? What action did they take in an attempt to suppress the Quaker
movement?

Explain why Rhode Island became a refuge for Quakers in America. Provide an
example of a prominent figure in Rhode Island's history who was a Quaker.

How did the Quaker belief in the "inner light of Christ" influence their views on
social issues like slavery and the roles of men and women in religious life?

Answer Key



. Roger Williams' religious journey went from Anglican to Puritan to Baptist to
Seeker. He is critical because he established Rhode Island as a colony dedicated to
total religious freedom and absolute religious liberty, a principle that would later
influence broader American culture.

. Williams believed in absolute religious freedom, meaning individuals should be
free to be religious or non-religious without state interference. This differed from
mere toleration, which implies a dominant group permitting other beliefs, while
Williams advocated for an inherent right to choose.

. Fox was frustrated by the lack of spirit-filled individuals and experiences he read
about in the Bible and early church history, and by his inability to find theological
understanding with his counselors. After his conversion, he preached the "inner
light of Christ," emphasizing a personal and experiential relationship with God.

. Judge and Margaret Fell were wealthy individuals who were convinced by George
Fox's preaching of the inner light. Their home, Swarthmore Hall, became the
central organizing point and headquarters for the early Quaker movement,
facilitating the spread of their beliefs.

. The name "Quakers" was given to them derisively by a judge who observed them
"quaking" during their early, more emotionally expressive religious services. They
preferred the term "Friends," or "Society of Friends," drawing from Jesus' saying,
"You are my friends if you do what | command you."

. Early Quaker services were reportedly lively with dancing and singing, while later
they became characterized by silent worship punctuated by individuals speaking

when moved by the Holy Spirit. The public scandal surrounding figures like James
Naylor and the judge's admonition may have contributed to this settling down.

. One key difference was the Quakers' view of the Bible as an "open book" with
ongoing revelation through the inner light, which made the Puritans nervous
about experiential interpretation. Another was the Quakers' rejection of
predestination, as they believed the light of Christ was available to all, contrasting
with the Puritan doctrine of election.

. The Puritan leaders in Boston viewed heresy, including Quaker beliefs, as a
disruption of the social order, for which they felt responsible. To maintain this
order and deter others, they resorted to hanging Quakers on the Boston
Common.



9.

Rhode Island, founded by Roger Williams on the principle of absolute religious
freedom, provided a haven for those facing persecution elsewhere, including the
Quakers. Stephen Hopkins, a five-time governor of Rhode Island during the
Revolutionary War and a signer of the Declaration of Independence, was a proud
Quaker.

10.The Quaker belief in the inner light of Christ, present in every individual, led to

their egalitarian views, including the spiritual equality of men and women
allowing women to minister. It also fueled their anti-slavery stance, as they
believed in the inherent worth and spiritual light within all people, regardless of
their status.

Essay Format Questions

1.

Analyze the significance of Roger Williams' concept of the separation of church
and state. How did his theological beliefs and experiences contribute to the
development of this idea in Rhode Island, and what lasting impact did it have on
the broader American understanding of religious liberty?

Compare and contrast the theological foundations for religious freedom as
articulated by Roger Williams in the 17th century with those espoused by the
Founding Fathers during the Enlightenment in the 18th century. What were the
key differences and similarities in their arguments?

Discuss the rise of the Quaker movement in England in the mid-17th century.
What factors contributed to its rapid growth and appeal across different social
classes? How did their core beliefs and practices challenge the established
religious norms of the time?

Examine the reasons for the intense persecution of Quakers in Puritan
Massachusetts Bay Colony. How did the Puritan worldview and their
understanding of social order clash with Quaker beliefs and practices? What were
the consequences of this persecution for both the Quakers and the development
of religious diversity in early America?

Evaluate the long-term influence of the Quaker movement on American society.
Consider their contributions to ideas of religious freedom, social justice (such as
anti-slavery), and the nature of religious worship. In what ways did their early
experiences of persecution shape their later impact?
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Glossary of Key Terms

Anglican: Relating to the Church of England, the established state church in
England during the time period discussed.

Puritan: A religious group in 16th and 17th century England who sought to
"purify" the Church of England of what they considered to be remaining Catholic
practices. Many Puritans later immigrated to America.

Baptist: A Protestant Christian denomination that believes in the baptism of
believers only and typically practices baptism by immersion.

Seeker: A term describing individuals in 17th century England who were
dissatisfied with existing religious denominations and were actively seeking a
more authentic spiritual experience, often believing that the true church had
become corrupted.

Religious Toleration: The acceptance of different religious beliefs and practices,
often granted by a governing authority. It does not necessarily imply that all
religions are considered equally valid.

Religious Freedom (or Liberty): The principle that individuals should have the
inherent right to practice any religion (or no religion) without coercion or
interference from the state.

Separation of Church and State: The principle that the government should not
establish or endorse a particular religion, and religious institutions should not
control the government.

Inner Light of Christ: A central tenet of Quaker theology, referring to the direct,
personal experience of Christ's presence and guidance within every individual.

Pacifist: One who opposes war and violence and believes that disputes should be
settled peacefully.

Sacraments: Religious ceremonies or acts that are seen as outward signs of
inward spiritual grace. In Protestantism, the most widely recognized sacraments
are baptism and the Lord's Supper (Communion).

Heresy: A belief or opinion that contradicts the official or orthodox doctrine of a
religion.
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o Predestination: A theological doctrine, particularly associated with Calvinism (of
which Puritanism is a part), that God has eternally chosen some individuals for
salvation and others for damnation.

e Antinomianism: The belief that Christians are freed from the moral law by grace
alone. Anne Hutchinson was accused of this heresy.

o Egalitarian: Believing in or based on the principle that all people are equal and
deserve equal rights and opportunities.
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5. FAQs Green, American Christianity, Session 3, Diversity in
Rhode Island, Quakers, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions: Roger Williams, Rhode Island, and the Rise of the
Quakers

1. Who was Roger Williams and why is he considered important in the context of
American Christianity? Roger Williams was a key figure in early American history who
founded the colony of Rhode Island and Providence. He is considered critically important
because he established a colony dedicated to total religious freedom and absolute
religious liberty. His commitment to the separation of church and state and the freedom
of conscience, rooted in his biblical understanding, would later influence broader
American thought on religious freedom. His own spiritual journey, from Anglican to
Puritan to Baptist to Seeker, reflects a deep engagement with religious ideas.

2. What were the defining principles of Roger Williams' colony of Rhode Island
regarding religion? Rhode Island, under Roger Williams, was founded on the principle of
absolute religious freedom and liberty, not mere toleration. This meant that individuals
were free to practice any religion or no religion at all, without fear of punishment or
coercion by the state. Williams vehemently opposed the use of civil power to enforce
religious beliefs and advocated for a strict separation of church and state, based on his
interpretation of scripture. This contrasted with other colonies, like Massachusetts Bay,
which enforced a specific religious orthodoxy.

3. How did Roger Williams' understanding of religious freedom differ from the
Enlightenment principles that later influenced the Founding Fathers? Roger Williams'
commitment to religious freedom stemmed primarily from his biblical convictions. He
believed that the scriptures mandated the separation of church and state and the
freedom of individual conscience in religious matters. In contrast, the Founding Fathers
in the 18th century, while also advocating for religious liberty, often drew upon
Enlightenment principles and philosophical arguments about natural rights and the role
of government, in addition to or sometimes instead of solely biblical justifications.

4. Who was George Fox and what were the core tenets of his spiritual awakening that
led to the Quaker movement? George Fox was the founder of the Religious Society of
Friends, or Quakers. His spiritual awakening was marked by a deep personal experience
of the "inner light of Christ," which he believed resided in the heart of every person. He
felt a disconnect between the spirit-filled lives described in the Bible and the religious
practices he observed, leading him to seek a more direct and experiential relationship
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with God. He emphasized the importance of this inner light as the guiding principle for
faith and life, rejecting what he saw as the state control and lack of spiritual vitality in
the established Church of England.

5. What were some of the key beliefs and practices of the early Quakers? Early Quakers
believed in the "inner light of Christ" accessible to all. They favored a simple gospel
message over theological speculation and advocated for absolute religious freedom.
They were pacifists, opposed to military participation, and were early proponents of the
abolition of slavery. Their worship services were initially raucous but later evolved into
silent meetings where individuals could speak when moved by the Spirit. They rejected
formal liturgy, ordained ministry, and the traditional sacraments of baptism and the
Lord's Supper, emphasizing the spiritual realities they believed these represented.

6. Why did the Puritan leaders in Boston persecute the Quakers, even to the point of
hanging them? The Puritan leaders in Boston viewed the Quakers as a significant threat
to their religiously exclusive social order. In the 17th century, heresy was seen as a
disruption of social cohesion, and the Puritans believed it was their responsibility to
maintain order. They hanged Quakers not only for their theological beliefs, which
differed significantly from Puritan doctrines (such as their view of the Bible, rejection of
predestination, and simple worship practices), but also to deter the spread of Quakerism
and preserve their established religious and social framework.

7. How did Rhode Island become a significant place for the Quaker movement in
America? Rhode Island, founded on the principle of religious freedom by Roger
Williams, became a refuge for the Quakers fleeing persecution in other colonies,
particularly Massachusetts. Despite Williams' own theological disagreements with the
Quakers, he upheld his commitment to absolute religious liberty and welcomed them
into his colony. As a result, Rhode Island became a major center for Quakerism in
America. Even figures like Stephen Hopkins, a Quaker who served as governor of Rhode
Island and signed the Declaration of Independence, demonstrate the significant
influence the Quakers eventually held in the colony.
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8. What were some of the theological and practical reasons for the conflict between
the Puritans and the Quakers? The theological tensions between Puritans and Quakers
were multifaceted. Puritans held a more structured view of the Bible, emphasizing its
definitive authority, while Quakers saw it as an "open book" interpreted through the lens
of inner spiritual experience. They disagreed on doctrines like predestination. Their
approaches to worship were vastly different, with the Quakers' simple, non-liturgical
services and rejection of sacraments contrasting sharply with Puritan practices.
Furthermore, the Puritans were wary of the Quaker emphasis on personal experience
and their missionary zeal, which challenged the established Puritan order.



