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Dr. Roger Green, American Christianity, Session 1,  

Puritanism in America 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Green, American Christianity, Session 1, 

Puritanism in America, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 

Dr. Roger Green's lecture introduces the study of American Christianity by focusing on 

Puritanism in the colonial context. The session begins with an overview of the 

Jamestown colony and then explores the arrival and beliefs of the Pilgrims in Plymouth, 

contrasting them with the later, larger Puritan immigration to Massachusetts Bay, 

highlighting key leaders like John Winthrop and the concept of a "city upon a hill." The 

lecture further examines the reactions to Puritanism, including the dissenting views of 

Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson, as well as the arrival of the Quakers, before 

concluding with a discussion of the decline of Puritanism through the lens of the 

Halfway Covenant and the changing societal values. 

2.  17 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Green, American Christianity, Session 1 –  Double click icon 

to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Church History → American Christianity).  
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3. Briefing Document: Green, American Christianity, Session 1, 

Puritanism in America 
 

Briefing Document: Puritanism in America - Session 1 Review 

Source: Excerpts from "Green_AmerXy_EN_Sess01.pdf" by Dr. Roger Green 

Date: January 26, 2024 

Overview: This briefing document summarizes the main themes and important ideas 

presented by Dr. Roger Green in the first session of his course on American Christianity, 

focusing on the origins and development of Puritanism in America. The session covers 

the initial British settlements, the arrival and distinct characteristics of the Pilgrims and 

Puritans, key figures, the Mayflower Compact, the rise of Congregationalism, reactions 

to Puritanism, and the eventual decline of Puritan influence. 

Main Themes and Important Ideas: 

1. Early Colonial Context and the Jamestown Colony: 

• The first permanent English settlement in the New World was Jamestown, 

Virginia, founded in 1607. 

• Jamestown was primarily a trading colony with a less clear religious history 

compared to later settlements. 

• While historically significant as the first British colony, Jamestown doesn't play a 

central role in the study of early American Christianity due to its clouded religious 

origins. 

2. The Pilgrims and the Plymouth Colony (1620): 

• The Pilgrims, who settled in Plymouth, were Separatists or Independents who 

had already broken away from the Anglican Church in England. 

• Key leaders of the Pilgrims were William Brewster, the spiritual leader ("the 

Elder"), and William Bradford, the political leader and first governor of the 

Plymouth colony. 

• The Mayflower Compact, signed by the men on board the ship before landing, 

established a "civil body politic" for the "general good of the colony." 
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• The Mayflower Compact articulated three primary motivations: "for the glory of 

God; two, the advancement of the Christian faith; and three, the honor of our 

king and country." 

• The Pilgrims believed the church should be organized by the congregation, a 

principle they shared with the later Puritan settlers in Boston. 

3. The Puritan Immigration to America (Beginning 1628): 

• A much larger Puritan immigration began around 1628, significantly shaping both 

the religious and civil culture of America. 

• Key early leaders of the Puritan movement in Massachusetts Bay Colony included: 

• John Cotton: Important religious, political, and civil leader of Boston. 

• Richard Mather: Helped establish a Puritan colony in Dorchester. 

• Thomas Hooker: Founded Hartford, Connecticut, venturing into the wilderness. 

• John Winthrop: Twelve-time governor of Boston, Massachusetts Bay Colony, 

who envisioned Boston as "a city upon a hill," an example to the world of 

glorifying God in both religious and civic life. 

• The early Puritan immigrants were largely devout Anglican priests who sought to 

"purify the Anglican Church from within." 

• Theologically, they were primarily Calvinists who believed the Bible should be the 

foundation for both religious life and church organization. 

• A key point of disagreement with the Anglican Church was over church hierarchy, 

as the Puritans favored a congregational style of church governance. 

• By 1640, it is estimated that there were approximately 20,000 Puritans in 

America, concentrated in areas like Ipswich, Salem, and Boston. 

• Puritans disagreed with the Anglican Church on two main points: 

• Liturgy: They felt the Anglican liturgy was too Roman Catholic and desired a 

simpler, more biblically-based form of worship. 

• Church Polity: They advocated for congregational leadership rather than a 

hierarchical structure. 

• Harassment of Puritans in England under King James I was a significant factor 

driving their immigration to America in search of religious freedom. 
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4. The Formation of Congregationalism (1648): 

• In 1648, the Pilgrims in Plymouth and the Puritans in Boston reconciled their 

theological differences and formed the Cambridge Platform, which Dr. Green calls 

"the charter of American Congregationalism." 

• This marked the emergence of a new denomination, Congregationalism, separate 

from Anglicanism. 

5. Reactions to Puritanism: 

• Not everyone was content with the Puritan dominance, leading to significant 

reactions. 

• Three major reactions were highlighted: 

• Roger Williams: A former Puritan who advocated for religious freedom (not just 

toleration) and founded Rhode Island and the city of Providence as a haven for 

those with differing religious views. 

• George Fox and the Quakers: The Quakers, a separatist group from the Anglican 

Church in England, arrived in Boston and faced severe persecution from the 

Puritans, including the hanging of individuals like Mary Dyer on Boston Common 

for heresy. They eventually sought refuge in Rhode Island. 

• Anne Hutchinson: A woman in the Boston community who challenged Puritan 

social norms by leading theological discussions (including men) in her home and 

emphasized the grace of God over predestination. She was excommunicated and 

also found refuge in Rhode Island. 

• Dr. Green emphasizes that the hanging of heretics like Mary Dyer was seen by the 

Puritans as necessary "to maintain the social order completely." Anne 

Hutchinson, while also seen as disrupting social order, was excommunicated 

rather than hanged due to the nature of her theological disagreements. 

6. The Decline of Puritanism: 

• The decline of Puritanism is evident in the development of the Halfway Covenant 

within Congregationalism between 1657 and 1662. 

• The Halfway Covenant allowed individuals who were "a good moral person in the 

community" to become members of the church, even without a clear 

demonstration of personal faith in Christ. 
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• It also permitted the baptism of children whose parents were not baptized 

Christians and opened communion to non-members. 

• Dr. Green argues that the Halfway Covenant demonstrates "a diminishing of what 

the church is all about, according to the Bible." 

• Two potential factors contributing to the decline of Puritanism were: 

• Lack of religious zeal in subsequent generations. 

• Increase of wealth, leading to a potential shift in focus from spiritual matters to 

material possessions. 

• Dr. Green poses the question of which came first, the lack of zeal or the increase 

in wealth, suggesting it is difficult to determine the causal relationship. 

• The decline of Puritanism created a vacuum that would eventually be filled by 

other religious and cultural forces. 

Key Quotes: 

• Regarding the motivations of the Mayflower Compact: "for the glory of God; two, 

the advancement of the Christian faith; and three, the honor of our king and 

country." 

• John Winthrop's vision for Boston: "a city upon a hill." 

• The Cambridge Platform as: "the charter of American Congregationalism." 

• The Puritan rationale for hanging heretics: "to maintain the social order 

completely." 

Concluding Remarks: 

Dr. Green's first session provides a foundational understanding of the origins and early 

development of Puritanism in America. He highlights the distinct nature of the Pilgrims 

and Puritans, their key beliefs and leaders, their initial attempts to reform the Anglican 

Church, and the eventual emergence of Congregationalism. The session also 

underscores the significant reactions to Puritan dominance, advocating for greater 

religious freedom, and concludes by introducing the factors that contributed to the 

eventual decline of Puritan influence in American society. This sets the stage for further 

exploration of subsequent developments in American Christianity. 
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4.  Study Guide: Green, American Christianity, Session 1, 

Puritanism in America 

Puritanism in America: A Study Guide 

I. Key Concepts and Themes: 

• Early Colonial Settlements: Understand the distinction between Jamestown 

(trading colony) and Plymouth (Pilgrim settlement). 

• Pilgrims (Separatists/Independents): Their reasons for leaving England 

(separation from the Anglican Church), key leaders (William Brewster, William 

Bradford), and the significance of the Mayflower Compact (religious and civil 

aims, common good). 

• Puritans: Their reasons for coming to America (purify the Anglican Church from 

within), key leaders (John Cotton, Richard Mather, Thomas Hooker, John 

Winthrop), their theological orientation (Calvinism, emphasis on the Bible and 

congregational church governance), and John Winthrop's vision of a "city upon a 

hill." 

• Anglican Church Context: The Puritans' desire to reform the Anglican liturgy and 

their opposition to the church hierarchy. 

• Congregationalism: The unification of Pilgrims and Puritans in 1648 with the 

Cambridge Platform, establishing a new denomination based on congregational 

church governance. 

• Reactions to Puritanism: Understand the challenges and opposition faced by the 

Puritans from individuals and groups advocating for religious freedom and 

differing theological views. Key figures include Roger Williams (religious freedom, 

Rhode Island), George Fox and the Quakers (theological differences, persecution), 

and Anne Hutchinson (theological discussions, grace vs. predestination, social 

norms). 

• Decline of Puritanism: Analyze the factors contributing to the decline, particularly 

the Halfway Covenant (changes in church membership and communion), and the 

debate over the primacy of declining religious zeal versus increasing wealth in 

subsequent generations. 

II. Quiz: 
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1. What was the primary purpose for the establishment of the Jamestown colony, 

and why is it considered less significant for the study of early American 

Christianity compared to Plymouth? 

2. Describe the key difference between the Pilgrims who settled in Plymouth and 

the Puritans who settled in Massachusetts Bay Colony regarding their relationship 

with the Anglican Church. 

3. Identify William Brewster and William Bradford and explain their respective roles 

in the Plymouth colony. What is the significance of the Mayflower Compact, and 

what were its primary aims? 

4. Name two key leaders of the Puritan migration to the Massachusetts Bay Colony 

and briefly describe their contributions or associations with specific locations. 

5. Explain John Winthrop's concept of Boston as a "city upon a hill." What did this 

idea represent for the Puritan community in the Massachusetts Bay Colony? 

6. What were the two main areas of disagreement that the Puritans had with the 

Anglican Church in England, leading to their desire for reform in the New World? 

7. What was the significance of the Cambridge Platform in 1648? What new 

religious denomination was established, and what was its foundational principle 

of church governance? 

8. Describe Roger Williams's critique of the Puritan experiment in Massachusetts 

Bay Colony. What colony did he found, and what principle guided its 

establishment? 

9. How did the Puritans react to the arrival of the Quakers in Boston? What 

theological differences existed, and what actions did the Puritan authorities take 

against them? 

10. Explain the Halfway Covenant and discuss how it is viewed as a sign of the decline 

of Puritanism in the mid-17th century. 

III. Quiz Answer Key: 

1. Jamestown was primarily established as a trading colony for the British Empire, 

focused on economic gain. It lacks a clear and strong religious history compared 

to Plymouth, which was founded by individuals seeking religious freedom and the 

establishment of their own form of worship. 
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2. The Pilgrims were Separatists (or Independents) who had already separated from 

the Anglican Church in England before coming to America, seeking to establish 

their own independent congregations. The Puritans, on the other hand, initially 

sought to remain within the Anglican Church and purify it from within while 

establishing their own congregations in America. 

3. William Brewster was the spiritual leader of the Plymouth colony, while William 

Bradford served as its political leader and the first governor. The Mayflower 

Compact was an agreement signed by the men on board the Mayflower before 

landing, establishing a civil body politic for the general good of the colony and 

outlining their commitment to God, the Christian faith, and the honor of their 

king and country. 

4. John Cotton was an early and influential religious, political, and civil leader in 

Boston. Thomas Hooker founded the Puritan settlement of Hartford, Connecticut, 

venturing into the wilderness from the initial Massachusetts settlements. 

5. John Winthrop's concept of a "city upon a hill" envisioned the Massachusetts Bay 

Colony as an exemplary Christian community that would serve as a model for the 

world in how to glorify God in both religious and civic life, emphasizing the 

common good. 

6. The Puritans disagreed with the Anglican Church primarily over liturgy, which they 

felt was too similar to Roman Catholic practices and not sufficiently biblical, and 

church polity, as they advocated for a congregational form of governance rather 

than a hierarchical structure. 

7. The Cambridge Platform in 1648 marked the formal unification of the Pilgrims and 

Puritans, establishing the Congregationalist denomination. Its foundational 

principle was that each local church congregation should have the authority to 

govern its own affairs. 

8. Roger Williams criticized the Puritans for their lack of religious freedom, arguing 

that they only practiced toleration for their own views and that church 

membership should not be a prerequisite for civic participation (like voting). He 

founded the colony of Rhode Island based on the principle of religious freedom 

for all. 

9. The Puritans reacted with strong disapproval and persecution towards the 

Quakers, viewing their theological beliefs as heretical and a threat to the social 



9 
 

order. They imprisoned, banished, and even executed Quakers, including Mary 

Dyer, for their beliefs. 

10. The Halfway Covenant, adopted by Congregational churches, allowed individuals 

who were moral members of the community but had not had a conversion 

experience to become partial members and have their children baptized. This is 

seen as a decline from the earlier Puritan emphasis on demonstrable personal 

faith and a weakening of the standards for church membership and participation 

in communion. 

 

IV. Essay Format Questions: 

1. Compare and contrast the motivations and goals of the Pilgrims who settled in 

Plymouth and the Puritans who settled in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. How did 

their initial differences shape the early religious landscape of New England? 

2. Analyze the significance of John Winthrop's vision of a "city upon a hill" in 

understanding the social, religious, and political aspirations of the early Puritan 

settlers. To what extent did the Massachusetts Bay Colony live up to this ideal, 

and what challenges did it face? 

3. Discuss the major criticisms and challenges that arose in response to the Puritan 

dominance in early New England. How did figures like Roger Williams and Anne 

Hutchinson contribute to the development of different ideas about religious 

freedom and the role of the individual in religious life? 

4. Evaluate the factors that contributed to the eventual decline of strict Puritanism 

in America. How did internal developments like the Halfway Covenant and 

external pressures from dissenting groups and changing social conditions impact 

the Puritan experiment? 

5. Explore the lasting legacy of Puritanism on American culture and society. In what 

ways did their religious beliefs, social structures, and ideas about community and 

governance influence the development of the United States? 
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V. Glossary of Key Terms: 

• Anglican Church: The Church of England, the established state church in England 

from which both the Pilgrims and Puritans originated. 

• Calvinism: A major branch of Protestantism following the theological tradition 

and forms of Christian practice set down by John Calvin and other Reformation-

era theologians. Key tenets include the sovereignty of God, predestination, and 

the authority of Scripture. 

• Congregationalism: A form of church governance in which each local church is 

independent and self-governing, with authority residing in the congregation of its 

members. 

• Halfway Covenant: A 17th-century agreement within Congregational churches 

that allowed baptized but unconverted parents to have their children baptized, 

leading to a form of partial church membership. 

• Independents: Another term for Separatists, referring to those who believed in 

the autonomy of individual congregations and had separated from the Church of 

England. 

• Liturgy: The customary public worship performed by a religious group, including 

its prescribed forms, order, and rituals. 

• Mayflower Compact: An agreement signed by the Pilgrims aboard the Mayflower 

in 1620, establishing a civil body politic and outlining their commitment to self-

governance for the common good of their new colony. 

• Predestination: A theological doctrine, central to Calvinism, that God has 

eternally chosen who will be saved and who will be damned. 

• Puritans: English Protestants in the 16th and 17th centuries who sought to 

"purify" the Church of England from what they considered to be Roman Catholic 

practices and doctrines. 

• Separatists: English Protestants who believed that the Church of England was so 

corrupt that they had to separate from it and form their own independent 

congregations. The Pilgrims were a group of Separatists. 

• Vocation: In a religious context, particularly within Puritanism, one's calling or 

occupation was seen as a way to serve God and contribute to the community. 
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5. FAQs Green, American Christianity, Session 1, Puritanism in 

America, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions: Puritanism in America 

1. What was the initial purpose of the Jamestown colony (1607), and why is it less 

significant for the study of American Christianity compared to later settlements? The 

Jamestown colony, founded in 1607, was primarily established as a trading colony for 

the British Empire. While it was the first permanent English settlement in the New 

World, its religious history is unclear and largely lost over time. Therefore, it holds less 

significance for the study of the foundational religious aspects of American Christianity 

compared to later colonies established with explicit religious aims. 

2. Who were the Pilgrims who settled in Plymouth, and how did they differ from the 

Puritans who later arrived in larger numbers? The Pilgrims, who arrived in Plymouth in 

1620, were Separatists (or Independents) who had already broken away from the 

Anglican Church in England seeking religious freedom. They believed individual 

congregations should govern themselves. The Puritans, who began arriving in larger 

numbers around 1628, were Anglicans who sought to purify the Anglican Church from 

within, removing what they saw as Roman Catholic influences. While the Pilgrims had 

already separated, the early Puritans aimed to reform the Church of England from within 

their new settlements. However, both groups shared the belief in congregational church 

governance. 

3. What was the Mayflower Compact, and what were its key objectives? The 

Mayflower Compact was an agreement established by the Pilgrims aboard the 

Mayflower before landing in Plymouth. It served as a foundational document for their 

self-governance in the New World. Its key objectives, as stated in the text, were for the 

glory of God, the advancement of the Christian faith, and the honor of their king and 

country. It established a "civil body politic" to enact just and equal laws for the general 

good of the colony, demonstrating a belief that religious and civil purposes were 

interconnected. 
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4. Who were some of the key leaders of the larger Puritan immigration to America, 

and what were their roles in shaping the early colonies? Key leaders of the larger 

Puritan immigration included John Cotton, an influential religious, political, and civil 

leader in Boston; Richard Mather, who helped establish the Puritan community in 

Dorchester; Thomas Hooker, who ventured into the wilderness and founded Hartford, 

Connecticut; and John Winthrop, the long-serving governor of the Massachusetts Bay 

Colony who envisioned Boston as a "city upon a hill," an exemplary Christian community 

for the world. These leaders were instrumental in establishing the religious and civic 

structures of the early Puritan colonies. 

5. What were the main points of disagreement between the Puritans and the Anglican 

Church? While the early Puritans considered themselves devout Anglicans, they had two 

primary areas of disagreement with the Church of England. First, they felt the Anglican 

liturgy was too closely aligned with Roman Catholic traditions and desired a simpler form 

of worship based more directly on the Bible. Second, they opposed the hierarchical 

structure of the Anglican Church (with archbishops, bishops, etc.) and advocated for a 

congregational model where the local church governed itself. 

6. What was the Cambridge Platform of 1648, and why was it a significant 

development in American religious history? The Cambridge Platform, established in 

1648, represented a significant coming together of the Pilgrims in Plymouth and the 

Puritans in Boston and other areas. It formally established the charter of American 

Congregationalism, marking the point where these groups largely overcame their 

theological differences and formed a new, distinct denomination. This signifies a key 

development in the denominational landscape of early America, moving beyond solely 

Anglicanism to include Congregationalism as a major religious force. 

7. What were some of the major reactions and challenges to the dominance of 

Puritanism in the early colonies? Several significant reactions challenged Puritan 

dominance. Roger Williams, a former Puritan, advocated for religious freedom beyond 

mere toleration, leading to his banishment and the founding of Rhode Island based on 

principles of religious liberty. The Quakers, a radical separatist group, faced severe 

persecution, including executions, for their theological differences and pacifist beliefs, 

eventually finding refuge in Rhode Island. Anne Hutchinson challenged social norms by 

leading theological discussions in her home and questioned Puritan theology regarding 

grace versus predestination, resulting in her excommunication and also her eventual 

move to Rhode Island. 
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8. What was the Halfway Covenant, and how did it reflect a decline in Puritan zeal in 

subsequent generations? The Halfway Covenant, developed within Congregationalism 

between 1657 and 1662, allowed individuals who were moral members of the 

community but had not had a personal conversion experience to become members of 

the church and have their children baptized. This was a departure from the earlier 

Puritan emphasis on demonstrable faith as a prerequisite for church membership and 

baptism. The Halfway Covenant, along with an increasing accumulation of wealth and a 

diminishing religious fervor in later generations, is seen as a sign of the decline of the 

intense religious zeal that characterized the first waves of Puritan settlers. The focus 

shifted from a strict requirement of personal piety to a more inclusive, but arguably less 

spiritually intense, form of church membership. 


