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Dr. Roger Green, Reformation to the Present, Session 26,  

Bonhoeffer 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Green, Reformation to the Present, Session 26, 

Bonhoeffer, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 

Dr. Green's lecture provides an overview of several key theological figures and 

movements from the Reformation to the present. The session begins with a reflection on 

the day's date, noting the passing of C.S. Lewis alongside the JFK assassination, before 

transitioning to the theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, emphasizing his concepts of costly 

grace, Christology, religion-less Christianity, and engagement with the world and 

government. The lecture then shifts to the Second Vatican Council and its significant 

reforms within the Catholic Church under Pope John XXIII, such as the mass in the 

vernacular and ecumenical dialogue. Finally, Dr. Green addresses theological 

movements confronting modernism and postmodernism, including critiques of 

doctrine and various contemporary approaches to Christian theology, concluding with a 

brief discussion of historical attitudes between Protestants and Roman Catholics. 

2.  13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Green, Reformation to the Present, Session 26 –  Double 

click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Church History → Reformation to the Present).  
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3. Briefing Document: Green, Reformation to the Present, 

Session 26, Bonhoeffer   
 

Briefing Document: Dr. Roger Green, Reformation to the Present, Lecture 26 

Main Themes: 

This lecture focuses on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's theology as a crucial point in understanding 

the shift towards modern and postmodern theological discussions. Dr. Green outlines 

key aspects of Bonhoeffer's thought, connects them to contemporary challenges, and 

then transitions to discuss the Second Vatican Council and the impact of modernity and 

postmodernity on Christian theology. The lecture also touches upon historical attitudes 

in the dialogue between Protestants and Roman Catholics. 

Key Ideas and Facts: 

I. Introduction & Devotional: 

• Dr. Green begins by noting the historical significance of November 22nd, 1963 – 

the assassination of JFK and the death of C.S. Lewis. He highlights that Lewis's 

death received little attention due to the focus on Kennedy. 

• As a devotional, Dr. Green reads from Bonhoeffer's The Cost of Discipleship, 

emphasizing the concept of costly grace versus cheap grace. 

• Cheap grace: Defined as "grace as a doctrine, a principle, a system," "forgiveness 

of sins proclaimed as a general truth," and an "intellectual assent" sufficient for 

remission of sins. Green quotes Bonhoeffer: "Cheap grace, therefore, amounts to 

a denial of the living word of God. In fact, a denial of the incarnation of the word 

of God. Cheap grace means the justification of sin without the justification of the 

sinner." 

• Costly grace: Described as "the gospel that must be sought again and again," 

costing a person their life but giving them "his only true life." Green quotes: "It is 

costly because it condemns sin and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, 

it is costly because it costs God the life of his son. You were brought at a price, 

and what has cost God a lot cannot be cheap for us." He further quotes, defining 

it as "the incarnation of God—Cost of Discipleship." 

II. Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Theology: 

Dr. Green outlines four key aspects of Bonhoeffer's theology: 
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• Ecclesiology (Church as a Community): Emphasized as an important aspect. 

• Christology (Doctrine of Christ): Presented as central to Bonhoeffer's theology. 

• Costly Grace and Incarnation: Reaffirmed that costly grace is "God coming in the 

flesh in the person of Jesus Christ." 

• Christ the Center: Bonhoeffer's book Christ the Center highlights the centrality of 

Christ. Green states, "Christ is the center of all reality. Christ is the center of 

everything that exists. And therefore, Christ is the unifying factor of the world for 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer." 

• Implications for the "Real World": Dr. Green critiques the idea of entering the 

"real world" after leaving a Christian community like Gordon College, arguing that 

a community taking Christ seriously is the real world according to Bonhoeffer, 

while the world outside, not recognizing Christ as central, is "unreal." 

1. Three Images of Christ:Suffering Christ: "God realizes and understands the 

suffering of humanity. So, when we suffer, God suffers because he's a suffering 

God." 

2. Mediator: "Christ is the mediator between you and me. Christ is a mediator 

between us and the world. Christ is the mediator between us and God." 

3. Question: "Who is Christ for us today?" This question is presented as being 

"always at the uppermost of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's thinking." 

• Religion and Religion-less Christianity: Bonhoeffer disliked the concept of 

"religion," which he defined as "all of our attempts to find God, to know God, to 

learn about God." He believed this wrongly puts the onus on humanity. 

• Religion-less Christianity: Defined as "God finds us in Christ." This encounter by 

God's grace leads to a desire to live pleasing lives and believe sound doctrines. 

Green emphasizes, "The story of the Bible is not about us finding God. The story 

of the Bible is about God finding us in Christ." 

• The World:Creation and Inherent Goodness: Bonhoeffer believed "the world was 

created by God. Therefore, it is inherently good." He opposed the idea of the 

world as merely a temporary, evil place. 

• Incarnation as Affirmation: "To show how good the world is, God himself came in 

the flesh, in the incarnation. That shows how much God was concerned for his 

creation..." 
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• Encountering the World: Christians should "encounter the world" through the 

church, not isolation. 

1. Three Ways of Encountering the World:Prayer: Praying for the world, recognizing 

it as God's creation and needing redemption. 

2. Suffering: The church's suffering is a consequence of proclaiming the gospel and 

signifies it is doing its job. 

3. Vocation: Through one's calling, based on the Lutheran doctrine that "all 

vocations are equally worthy." 

• Responsibility to the World: The church should especially care for "the outcasts 

of the world, the homeless, the helpless, and the marginalized." For Bonhoeffer, 

this meant standing with the Jews during the Nazi era. 

• Relationship with the Government:Recognizing the divine ordination of both 

church and state (Lutheran perspective). 

• Responding when the state "overreaches its power" and acts as a "non-state." 

Bonhoeffer's three actions: 

1. Remind the state of the limits of its power: The church must courageously speak 

truth to power. 

2. Bind up the wounds of the victims: Caring for those abused by the state's power. 

3. Put a spoke in the wheel (if necessary): Actively resisting the evil actions of the 

state, even to the point of stopping its function. Dr. Green connects this to 

Bonhoeffer's involvement in the plot to assassinate Hitler, using the analogy of 

taking the wheel from a mad driver. 

III. The Second Vatican Council: 

• Transitioning from Bonhoeffer, Dr. Green introduces the Second Vatican Council as 

a significant theological development. 

• Pope John XXIII (1881-1963): Elected in 1958, initially seen as a "caretaker pope." 

• Surprised expectations by being highly impactful. 

• Authored the powerful encyclical Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth), advocating for 

cooperation among nations for world peace, especially significant during the Cold 

War and the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
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• Convened the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), which fundamentally 

changed the Roman Catholic Church. 

1. Accomplishments of the Second Vatican Council:Mass in the Vernacular: 

Replacing Latin with local languages. 

2. Ecumenical Dialogue: Opening dialogue with other Christian denominations and 

even non-Christian religions. Dr. Green notes his personal experience with a joint 

PhD program between a Catholic and Protestant institution as a result of this 

shift. 

3. Dissemination of Bible Study: Encouraging Catholics to read and study the Bible, 

leading to increased lay involvement and scholarly work (e.g., Raymond Brown). 

4. Opening Discussion on Sensitive Issues: While not directly envisioning all 

outcomes, Vatican II created space for discussing topics like women priests, birth 

control, and the marriage of priests, which were previously largely off-limits. It 

also allowed for engagement with movements like the Charismatic Renewal. 

IV. Theological Movements Confronting Modernism in the Postmodern World: 

• Definitions: Dr. Green provides quick definitions of key terms: 

• Modernity (18th Century): Confidence in humanity's ability to think for itself, 

reliance on intellectual capabilities. 

• Enlightenment (Concurrent with Modernity): Emphasis on reason to make sense 

of the world (philosophically, scientifically, culturally). Acknowledges Immanuel 

Kant's highlighting of the limitations of rationalism. 

• Modernism (19th Century): Application of Enlightenment principles, leading to: 

1. Critical/skeptical attitude toward Christian doctrine (especially Christology and 

soteriology). 

2. Positive attitude toward biblical criticism (even radical). 

3. Defining Christian faith by ethics rather than doctrines (Jesus as a moral example). 

• Postmodernism (Present): Described as a "vague and ill-defined notion." 

Characteristics include: 

1. Lack of confidence in reason's ability to provide foundations for life. 

2. Inability of reason to provide a moral groundwork. 
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3. Rebellion against authority (church, Bible, leaders) and tradition. 

4. Relativism, where individual thinking holds primary authority. 

• Enlightenment's Critique of Christian Theology: Presented as a critique of basic 

Christian doctrines (Trinity, Christology, Holy Spirit, Christian Life), which the 

Enlightenment challenged with its emphasis on reason. 

• The Nature of Christian Theology Today: Dr. Green posits three general positions 

observed in contemporary theological discussions: 

1. Throw out Christian doctrine/theology: Because it represents a "mega story" 

incompatible with the emphasis on individual stories in a postmodern world. 

2. Retain Christian doctrine/theology: As the most appropriate way to affirm the 

biblical story and the traditions of the church. 

3. Constantly test the validity of doctrine/theology: Assessing its relevance and 

cohesion within the broader culture and the life of the individual believer. Dr. 

Green notes the potential for this position to be disconnected from the Bible and 

church tradition depending on the proponents. 

V. Christianity Looks at Itself and Other Religions: 

• Dialogue with Roman Catholics:Acknowledges the historical attitudes between 

Protestants and Catholics. 

• References Mark Noll's book Is the Reformation Over? which discusses these 

issues. 

• Historic Protestant Attitudes toward Catholics:Belief in salvation by works. 

• Perception that Catholics are prevented from reading the Bible. 

• Concern that Mary is too exalted. 

• Feeling that the Catholic hierarchy strips laypeople of the "priesthood of all 

believers." 

• Historic Catholic Attitudes toward Protestants:Belief that Protestants have 

problems interpreting the Bible due to the lack of church authority. 

• Feeling that Protestants don't understand the work of the Holy Spirit in the 

church community. 

• Perception that Protestants have neglected Mary. 
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• Belief that Protestants have forsaken the seven sacraments. 

• Feeling that Protestants don't understand apostolic succession and authority, 

leading to secularization. 

VI. Conclusion and Announcements: 

• Dr. Green concludes the lecture and announces the upcoming schedule, including 

viewing a video on Dietrich Bonhoeffer, review sessions, and the deadline for 

student questions. He wishes the students a good Thanksgiving break. 

Quotes to Note: 

• Bonhoeffer on Cheap Grace: "Cheap grace is a deadly enemy of our church... 

Cheap grace means the justification of sin without the justification of the sinner." 

• Bonhoeffer on Costly Grace: "Costly grace, on the other hand, is the gospel that 

must be sought again and again... It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it 

is grace because it gives a man his only true life... Above all, it is costly because it 

costs God the life of his son." 

• Bonhoeffer on Christ the Center: "Christ is the center of all reality. Christ is the 

center of everything that exists." 

• Bonhoeffer on Religion-less Christianity: "The story of the Bible is not about us 

finding God. The story of the Bible is about God finding us in Christ." 

• Bonhoeffer on the World: "This world was created by God, and it's up to us to 

make the world the kind of world that God intended it to be." 

• Bonhoeffer on Resisting an Evil State: "If necessary, you put a spoke in the 

wheel... You try to get into the car and take the wheel away from the madman." 

This briefing document provides a detailed overview of the main themes and important 

ideas presented in Dr. Green's lecture on Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the subsequent 

theological developments. It highlights Bonhoeffer's key theological concepts, the 

significant impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the challenges and perspectives 

within Christian theology in the modern and postmodern world, concluding with a 

discussion on historical attitudes in Protestant-Catholic dialogue. 
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4.  Study Guide: Green, Reformation to the Present,  

Session 26, Bonhoeffer 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Theological Landscape 

Study Guide 

I. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

A. **Background:** 

1. Briefly note the date of the lecture and its significance in relation to John F. Kennedy's 

assassination and C.S. Lewis's death. 

2. Identify Bonhoeffer's key work mentioned in the lecture and its primary theme. 

 

B. **Theology:** 

1. **Costly Grace vs. Cheap Grace:** 

a. Define cheap grace according to Bonhoeffer. What are its characteristics and dangers? 

b. Define costly grace according to Bonhoeffer. Why is it costly and why is it grace? How 

does it relate to the incarnation? 

2. **Key Aspects of Bonhoeffer's Theology:** 

a. **Ecclesiology:** What is Bonhoeffer's emphasis regarding the church? 

b. **Christology:** 

i. What is the central focus of Bonhoeffer's theology? What book did he write that 

reflects this? 

ii. Explain Bonhoeffer's concept of Christ as the center of all reality. What are the 

implications of this for understanding the "real world"? 

iii. Describe the three images of Christ that are central to Bonhoeffer's Christology: the 

suffering Christ, Christ as mediator, and the question "Who is Christ for us today?" 

c. **Religion and Religion-less Christianity:** 

i. What does Bonhoeffer mean by "religion"? Why does he critique it? 
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ii. Explain Bonhoeffer's concept of "religion-less Christianity." What is the central action 

in this understanding? 

d. **The World:** 

i. What is Bonhoeffer's view of the world and its creation? How does he contrast this 

with certain Christian viewpoints? 

ii. How does Bonhoeffer see the incarnation as an affirmation of the world? 

iii. Describe the three ways in which the church encounters the world according to 

Bonhoeffer: prayer, suffering, and vocation. Explain each. 

e. **Relationship with the World (Care and Government):** 

i. According to Bonhoeffer, who should the church especially care for in the world? How 

did this apply to his context? 

ii. Describe the three actions Bonhoeffer believed the church must take when the state 

overreaches its power (acts as a "non-state"). Explain each with its implications. 

II. The Second Vatican Council 

A. **Pope John XXIII:** 

1. What years did Pope John XXIII serve as pope? What was he initially considered to be? 

2. Describe the significance of his encyclical *Pacem in Terris*. What was its main 

message and its context in the 20th century? 

3. What was the Second Vatican Council? When was it convened? What was its overall 

impact on the Roman Catholic Church? 

 

B. **Accomplishments of the Second Vatican Council:** 

1. List and briefly explain four key accomplishments of Vatican II mentioned in the 

lecture: 

a. Mass in the vernacular 

b. Ecumenical dialogue 

c. Dissemination of Bible study 

d. Opening up discussion on sensitive issues. Provide examples of these issues. 
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III. Theological Movements Confronting Modernism in the Postmodern World 

A. **Definitions:** Define the following terms as explained in the lecture: 

1. Modernity 

2. Enlightenment 

3. Modernism (including its three main results) 

4. Postmodernism (including its four main characteristics discussed) 

 

B. **Enlightenment's Critique of Christian Theology:** Briefly note the general nature of 

the Enlightenment's critique. 

 

C. **The Nature of Christian Theology Today:** Describe the three main positions 

discussed in the lecture regarding the role and nature of Christian doctrine and theology 

in the postmodern world. 

IV. Christianity Looks at Itself and Other Religions 

A. **Dialogue with Roman Catholics:** 

1. Describe some historical attitudes that Protestants have held towards Roman 

Catholics, as mentioned in the lecture. 

2. Describe some historical attitudes that Roman Catholics have held towards 

Protestants, as mentioned in the lecture. 

Quiz 

Instructions: Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each, based on the 

provided source material. 

1. According to Bonhoeffer, what is the fundamental difference between costly 

grace and cheap grace? 

2. How does Bonhoeffer understand Christ as being central to all reality, and what 

implication does this have for the concept of the "real world"? 

3. Explain Bonhoeffer's critique of "religion" and his concept of "religion-less 

Christianity." 
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4. What are the three ways in which Bonhoeffer suggests the church encounters the 

world, and what is one example of each? 

5. Describe two of the three actions Bonhoeffer believed the church should take 

when the state overreaches its divinely ordained power. 

6. What was Pope John XXIII initially thought to be, and what significant action did 

he take that demonstrated otherwise? 

7. Name two key changes within the Roman Catholic Church that resulted from the 

Second Vatican Council. 

8. Briefly explain the core emphasis of the Enlightenment and how modernism 

applied its principles in the 19th century, specifically regarding Christian doctrine. 

9. According to the lecture, what is a key characteristic of postmodernism that 

contrasts with the Enlightenment's view of reason? 

10. Provide one example of a historical criticism Protestants have had of Roman 

Catholics and one historical criticism Roman Catholics have had of Protestants, as 

mentioned in the lecture. 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. Bonhoeffer defines cheap grace as a mere intellectual assent to the doctrine of 

forgiveness, requiring no contrition or desire to be free from sin. Costly grace, on 

the other hand, calls us to follow Christ, demands the sacrifice of our lives, and 

ultimately cost God the life of his Son. 

2. Bonhoeffer believed Christ is the center of everything that exists, making him the 

unifying factor of the world, whether the world acknowledges it or not. This 

means that communities centered on Christ, like Gordon College, represent the 

"real world," while those that ignore Christ are living in an "unreal world." 

3. Bonhoeffer defines "religion" as humanity's attempts to find God, which he 

critiques because the biblical narrative is about God finding us in Christ. "Religion-

less Christianity," therefore, emphasizes that God takes the initiative in Christ, and 

our response follows from being found by grace. 

4. The church encounters the world through prayer (by interceding for its creation 

and redemption), suffering (as a consequence of proclaiming the gospel), and 

vocation (through the daily work of believers in various callings, all considered 

equally worthy). 
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5. When the state overreaches its power, Bonhoeffer argued the church must first 

remind the state of the limits of its authority as defined by God. Secondly, the 

church must bind up the wounds of the victims of the state's unjust actions, 

offering care and support to the marginalized. 

6. Pope John XXIII was initially seen as a "caretaker pope," elected to maintain the 

status quo until a more decisive leader emerged. However, he surprised many by 

convening the Second Vatican Council, which brought about significant changes in 

the Roman Catholic Church. 

7. Two key changes resulting from Vatican II were the shift to celebrating Mass in 

the vernacular languages instead of Latin, and the opening up of ecumenical 

dialogue between Roman Catholics and other Christian traditions, as well as with 

non-Christian religions. 

8. The Enlightenment emphasized the power of unaided reason to understand the 

world, leading modernism in the 19th century to adopt a critical and skeptical 

attitude towards traditional Christian doctrines, often prioritizing biblical criticism 

and defining faith through ethics. 

9. A key characteristic of postmodernism is a lack of confidence in the ability of 

reason or rationality to provide a universal foundation for life, contrasting sharply 

with the Enlightenment's strong belief in the power of reason. 

10. Historically, Protestants have criticized Roman Catholics for teaching salvation by 

works and for preventing laypeople from freely reading the Bible. Conversely, 

Roman Catholics have historically criticized Protestants for their individualistic 

interpretation of the Bible leading to chaos and for a perceived lack of 

understanding of the Holy Spirit's work in the church. 

 

Essay Format Questions 

1. Analyze Bonhoeffer's distinction between costly grace and cheap grace. How does 

this distinction challenge contemporary understandings of Christian faith and 

discipleship? 

2. Discuss Bonhoeffer's concept of Christ as the center of all reality. What are the 

theological and practical implications of this view for how Christians should 

engage with the world and their communities? 
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3. Explore the significance of the Second Vatican Council as a turning point in the 

history of the Roman Catholic Church. Analyze at least three of its key 

accomplishments and discuss their long-term impact on Catholicism and its 

relationship with other Christian traditions. 

4. Compare and contrast the key characteristics of modernism and postmodernism 

as outlined in the lecture. How have these intellectual movements challenged 

and influenced Christian theology in the 20th and 21st centuries? 

5. Based on the lecture, discuss the historical and ongoing complexities of the 

dialogue between Protestantism and Roman Catholicism. Identify some key areas 

of both historical tension and potential for continued understanding and 

cooperation. 

 

Glossary of Key Terms 

• Cheap Grace: According to Bonhoeffer, the preaching of forgiveness without 

requiring repentance, discipleship, or any cost to the believer. It treats grace as a 

doctrine to be intellectually assented to rather than a transformative encounter. 

• Costly Grace: According to Bonhoeffer, grace that calls people to follow Jesus 

Christ, demanding sacrifice and costing a person their life, but also granting true 

life in return. It is costly because it condemned sin and ultimately cost God the life 

of his Son. 

• Ecclesiology: The branch of theology concerned with the nature and constitution 

of the church. 

• Christology: The branch of theology concerned with the person, nature, and role 

of Jesus Christ. 

• Religion (in Bonhoeffer's context): Human attempts to find, know, and 

understand God through various practices and intellectual pursuits. Bonhoeffer 

critiques this as it places the onus on humanity rather than God's initiative. 

• Religion-less Christianity: Bonhoeffer's concept emphasizing that God finds 

humanity in Christ through grace. It prioritizes God's action in the incarnation and 

our response of faith and obedience. 
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• Modernity: A historical period, often associated with the 18th century 

Enlightenment, characterized by a growing confidence in human reason and 

intellectual capabilities. 

• Enlightenment: An intellectual and cultural movement emphasizing reason, 

individualism, and skepticism towards traditional authority, particularly in the 

18th century. 

• Modernism (theological): The application of Enlightenment principles in the 19th 

century to Christian theology, often resulting in a critical view of doctrine, a 

positive attitude towards biblical criticism, and a focus on ethics over dogma. 

• Postmodernism: A late 20th-century movement characterized by skepticism 

towards grand narratives, universal truths, and objective reality, often 

emphasizing individual experience and relative perspectives. 

• Pacem in Terris: A 1963 encyclical by Pope John XXIII, meaning "Peace on Earth," 

which called for cooperation among all nations and recognized the equal worth of 

all at the peace table. 

• Second Vatican Council: A worldwide council of the Roman Catholic Church 

convened by Pope John XXIII in 1962, which brought about significant reforms 

and changes in the church's practices, doctrines, and relationships with other 

Christians and the world. 

• Vernacular: The common, everyday language spoken by the people in a particular 

region or country. In the context of Vatican II, it refers to the shift from using Latin 

to local languages in the Mass. 

• Ecumenical Dialogue: Discussions and efforts aimed at fostering understanding 

and unity among different Christian denominations or traditions. 
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5. FAQs Green, Reformation to the Present, Session 26, 

Bonhoeffer, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Vatican II, and Theology in a 

Postmodern World 

1. What is "costly grace" according to Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and why is it significant? 

Bonhoeffer defines "costly grace" as the true gospel, a gift that must be sought, asked 

for, and for which one must knock. It is costly because it demands following Jesus Christ, 

potentially costing one their life, yet it is grace because it grants true life. It condemns 

sin and justifies the sinner, ultimately because it cost God the life of His Son. This 

concept is significant because it stands in stark contrast to "cheap grace," which 

Bonhoeffer critiques as a mere intellectual acceptance of forgiveness without any real 

repentance, discipleship, or desire to be delivered from sin. Costly grace emphasizes the 

radical call of the gospel and the high price paid for our redemption. 

2. What were the main themes in Dietrich Bonhoeffer's theology beyond his concept of 

costly grace? 

Beyond costly grace, Bonhoeffer's theology centered on several key themes. Ecclesiology 

emphasized the church as a genuine community. His Christology positioned Jesus Christ 

as the absolute center of all reality, the unifying factor of the world, even if the world 

doesn't recognize it. He viewed Christ as a suffering God who understands human 

suffering, as the mediator between God and humanity and among people, and 

constantly posed the question, "Who is Christ for us today?" Bonhoeffer also discussed 

religion and religion-less Christianity, where he critiqued religion as humanity's 

attempts to find God and advocated for a religion-less Christianity where God finds us in 

Christ through grace. Finally, his view of the world affirmed its inherent goodness as 

God's creation, called Christians to engage with it actively (not retreat), and highlighted 

the incarnation as God's affirmation of the world. 

3. How did Bonhoeffer believe Christians should engage with the world? 

Bonhoeffer believed Christians should actively encounter and participate in the world, 

not retreat from it. He outlined three primary ways this engagement should occur: 

through prayer for the world, recognizing both its creation by God and its need for 

redemption; through suffering, understanding that proclaiming the true gospel will have 

consequences, and the church's suffering is a sign of its engagement; and through 



16 
 

vocation, recognizing that all callings are equally worthy and serve as avenues for 

encountering the world. 

4. According to Bonhoeffer, what is the church's responsibility towards the marginalized 

and its role in relation to the government? 

Bonhoeffer argued that the church has a special responsibility to care for the outcasts of 

the world: the homeless, the helpless, and the marginalized. His own actions during the 

Nazi regime, standing with the Jews, exemplified this principle. Regarding the 

government, Bonhoeffer, drawing from his Lutheran background, believed both church 

and state were divinely ordained. However, when the state overreaches its power and 

acts unjustly, the church has three responsibilities: to remind the state of the limits of 

its power, to bind up the wounds of the victims of the state's injustice, and, if 

necessary, to "put a spoke in the wheel"—to actively resist and impede the unjust 

actions of the state, even to the point of taking control from a "madman" at the helm. 

5. What were the key outcomes and significance of the Second Vatican Council? 

The Second Vatican Council, convened by Pope John XXIII, was a pivotal event that 

significantly changed the Roman Catholic Church. Key outcomes included: mass being 

conducted in the vernacular (local languages) instead of Latin, fostering greater 

understanding and participation; a significant move towards ecumenical dialogue with 

other Christian denominations and even an opening to non-Christian religions; the 

dissemination of Bible study among lay Catholics, with encouragement to read and 

understand scripture; and the opening of discussion on previously sensitive issues 

within the Church, such as the role of women, birth control, and the marriage of priests. 

Vatican II is considered transformative, moving the Catholic Church into a new era of 

engagement with the modern world. 

6. How did the Enlightenment critique Christian theology, and how does this relate to 

the challenges faced by Christian theology in the postmodern world? 

The Enlightenment, with its emphasis on reason and rationalism, critically examined 

core Christian doctrines. This critique often led to a skeptical attitude towards traditional 

doctrines like the Trinity, the nature of Christ, and salvation, favoring ethical 

interpretations of faith and a critical approach to biblical texts. In the postmodern world, 

this legacy of questioning continues, but with a further erosion of confidence in reason 

as a universal foundation. Postmodernism is characterized by a rejection of grand 

narratives (like traditional Christian doctrine), a rebellion against authority and tradition, 

and a pervasive relativism. This creates a context where the very notion of objective 
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truth and established theological frameworks is challenged, leading to debates within 

Christianity about the relevance and nature of doctrine today. 

7. What are some of the differing perspectives on the role of Christian doctrine and 

theology in the contemporary postmodern world? 

There are several contrasting perspectives on the role of Christian doctrine and theology 

in the postmodern world. One view advocates for discarding Christian doctrine 

altogether, seeing it as an outdated "mega story" incompatible with the emphasis on 

individual narratives in postmodernity. Another perspective argues for retaining 

doctrine and theology as the essential means of affirming and explaining the biblical 

story and the traditions of the church. A third approach suggests constantly testing the 

validity of doctrine and theology in light of contemporary culture and the experience of 

individual believers, seeking a cohesive understanding of faith that remains relevant and 

meaningful, although the basis for this "testing" can vary significantly. 

8. What are some historical attitudes held between Protestants and Roman Catholics, 

and how has dialogue evolved? 

Historically, Protestants have often viewed Roman Catholics as teaching salvation by 

works, preventing laypeople from reading the Bible, excessively exalting Mary, and 

establishing a church hierarchy that undermines the priesthood of all believers. 

Conversely, Roman Catholics have historically viewed Protestants as having problems 

with biblical interpretation due to a lack of central church authority, misunderstanding 

the Holy Spirit's role in the church, neglecting Mary and the seven sacraments, and 

lacking an understanding of apostolic succession and authority. Despite these historical 

divisions and continued disagreements, ecumenical dialogue between Protestants and 

Catholics has evolved significantly, particularly after the Second Vatican Council. This 

dialogue has aimed to foster greater understanding, identify areas of agreement, and 

address historical points of contention, although significant differences still remain. 


