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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Exodus to Exile, Session 2B, The Plagues
and Passover, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Robert Vannoy's lecture explores the significance of the Plagues and Passover in the
Exodus story. It examines how the plagues incrementally revealed God's authority to
Pharaoh, ultimately leading to the Israelite's release. The lecture emphasizes that the
plagues were not merely for Israel's freedom, but also to demonstrate God's power
over Egyptian deities and establish His glory. It discusses theories connecting the
plagues to natural phenomena, highlighting the miraculous timing and intensity that
underscore divine intervention. Finally, the lecture analyzes the theological
implications of Pharaoh's hardened heart and unpacks the multifaceted meaning of
Passover, stressing its themes of propitiation, security, substitution, deliverance, and
pilgrimage.

2. 22 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Vannoy, Exodus to Exile, Session 2B — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament - Historical Books = Exodus to Exile).
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Exodus to Exile, Session 2B, The
Plagues and Passover

Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
the provided lecture on Exodus, focusing on the Plagues and Passover.

Briefing Document: Exodus - The Plagues and the Passover

Main Themes:

e God's Authority and Glory: The plagues and the Passover are not merely about
freeing Israel from slavery, but primarily about demonstrating Yahweh's power,
establishing His existence, and gaining glory over Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt.

o Judgment and Deliverance: The events in Egypt represent God's judgment on the
Egyptians and their false gods, alongside the deliverance of the Israelites who
were spared through the Passover.

o The Significance of the Passover: The Passover holds multifaceted meanings: the
historical event of God passing over houses marked with blood, the annual
commemoration of this event, and the sacrificial lamb itself. It symbolizes both
the need for deliverance from sin and the deliverance from physical bondage in
Egypt, prefiguring Christ's sacrifice.

e Hardening of Pharaoh's Heart: The lecture delves into the theological
complexities of the hardening of Pharaoh's heart, exploring different
interpretations by theologians like Luther, Sproul, and Calvin.

Detailed Summary:
A. The Plagues of Egypt:
1. Gradual Acknowledgment of God's Authority:

e The ten plagues led to a gradually increasing acknowledgment of God's authority
by Pharaoh. Initially, some officials feared the Lord and protected their slaves and
livestock (Exodus 9:20).

e Pharaoh's responses oscillated between partial concessions and outright
defiance, demonstrating a wavering recognition of Yahweh's power. For example,
Pharaoh says, “Yahweh is in the right; | and my people are in the wrong. Pray to
Yahweh for we have had enough of the thunder and hail. I'll let you go; you don’t
have to stay any longer.” (Exodus 9:27). However, he would quickly recant.



It wasn't until the tenth plague (death of the firstborn) that Pharaoh fully relented
and urged the Israelites to leave, even requesting a blessing (Exodus 12:31).

. Gaining Glory Through Pharaoh:

God's purpose extended beyond Israel's release. He aimed to establish his power
and have it acknowledged by Pharaoh.

God explicitly stated his intention to gain glory through Pharaoh and the Egyptian
army: "I will harden Pharaoh’s heart; he will pursue them. But | will gain glory for
myself through Pharaoh and all his army and the Egyptians will know that | am
Yahweh." (Exodus 14:4).

. Judgment on the Gods of Egypt:

The plagues served as a direct judgment on the Egyptian deities, demonstrating
Yahweh's supremacy.

"That same night | will pass through Egypt, strike down each first born, and bring
judgment on all the gods of Egypt. | am Yahweh." (Exodus 12:12).

Many plagues targeted aspects of Egyptian religion: the Nile (Hopi the Nile god)
became a source of stench, frogs (associated with fertility gods) brought disease,
the sun (Re the sun god) was darkened, and livestock (bulls and calves were
worshiped) were decimated. "Now | know that Yahweh is greater than all other
gods.” (Exodus 18:11).

. Timing and Intensity of Natural Plagues:

While some scholars suggest that the plagues were intensifications of natural
phenomena common to Egypt, the timing (at Moses' word) and the intensity are
considered miraculous.

"The timing of the plagues—at the word of Moses—and their intensity constituted
the miraculous element."

For example, the Nile turning red might reflect conditions brought about by an
unusually high Nile.

Some scholars have suggested the Santorin volcanic eruption could have caused
many of the plagues.

The lecture emphasizes that while natural explanations might hold some merit,
focusing solely on them undermines the core message: Yahweh's intervention



and power. "To rationalize them grossly is to cut out the heart of the story: the
power of Yahweh."

Revelatory Purpose of the Plagues:

The plagues were not just natural events, but signs and wonders characterized by:
Prediction: Moses foretold what would happen.

Intensification: The events were more severe than usual.

Acceleration: They occurred in rapid succession.

Discrimination: The last six plagues affected Egyptians but not Israelites.
Revelatory Purpose: They revealed Yahweh's identity and power.

Hardening of Pharaoh's Heart:

The hardening of Pharaoh's heart is described in three ways: God hardening it ("I
will harden his heart"), Pharaoh hardening it ("Pharaoh hardened his heart"), and
it simply being hardened ("Pharaoh's heart was hardened"). This is referenced
nineteen times.

The phrase "just as the Lord had said" is repeatedly used, connecting Pharaoh's
resistance to God's foreknowledge (Exodus 3:19).

Sproul's Interpretation: God doesn't introduce evil but simply withholds grace,
allowing Pharaoh to act on his own desires. "When God hardens the heart, all he
does is step away and stop striving with us."

Calvin's Interpretation: God's hardening is not mere permission but an active
judgment, delivering the wicked over to Satan and deserved punishment. "God
not only withdraws the grace of his Spirit, but delivers to Satan those whom he
knows to be deserving of blindness of mind and obstinacy of heart." Calvin argues
against the idea of 'mere permission' from God.

B. The Passover:

1.

Meanings of Passover: The term "Passover" refers to:
The historical event of the angel of death passing over houses marked with blood.
The institutional commemoration of that event.

The sacrificial lamb itself (Exodus 12:11).



. Significance: The Passover reminds Israel of:

Their need for deliverance from sin, as they were spared only through God's
mercy and the blood of the lamb. "Wherever there is slaying and manipulation of
blood there is expiation, and both these were present in the Passover."

Their deliverance from Egypt and the founding of their nation.

The Passover lamb ultimately looked forward to Christ. It is a type of Christ, who
takes away the sin of the world. "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.” (1
Corinthians 5:7)

. Christ and Passover:

Christ is seen as the fulfillment of the Passover, the "Lamb of God" sacrificed for
the sins of the world. "For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us’ (1
Corinthians 5:7)."

The Last Supper, celebrated by Jesus with his disciples, is both the last valid
Mosaic Passover and the first Lord's Supper, transforming the anticipation of
redemption into its commemoration.

. Motyer's Five Key Words on the Theology of the Passover:

Propitiation: The blood appeases divine wrath. "There is something about the
blood which changes God. The God who comes in wrath looks upon that
household with absolute satisfaction."

Security/Salvation: Remaining where the blood has been shed guarantees safety.
"When he sees the blood the Lord will pass over and will not suffer the destroyer
to enter."

Substitution: The lamb's death is a substitute for the death of the firstborn. "We
cannot resist the word substitution; for there was a death in every house, and in
the houses of Israel it was the lamb that had died."

Deliverance/Accomplished Redemption: The lamb's death made redemption
actual and inevitable. "Before the lamb died they could not go; after the lamb died
they could not stay."



« Pilgrimage: Eating the Passover meal signifies a commitment to walk with God
out of Egypt. "You can’t eat the Lord’s Passover and live in Egypt."

This briefing document summarizes the key points of the lecture, highlighting the
theological significance of the plagues and the Passover in the context of the Exodus
narrative.



4. Study Guide: Vannoy, Exodus to Exile, Session 2B, The
Plagues and Passover

Exodus: The Plagues and Passover Study Guide

Quiz

Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.

1.

What was the gradual effect of the plagues on Pharaoh's acknowledgment of
Yahweh?

Beyond simply releasing Israel, what else did God intend to accomplish through
the plagues?

In what ways did the plagues serve as a judgment against the gods of Egypt?

According to Charles Pfeiffer, what was the truly miraculous aspect of the
plagues?

How does the Santorin eruption theory attempt to explain the plagues
naturalistically?

What is Norman Gottwald's critique of purely naturalistic explanations for the
plagues?

Name at least three ways the plagues were revelatory in purpose.
Summarize R.C. Sproul's explanation of God hardening Pharaoh's heart.

How does Calvin's interpretation of God hardening Pharaoh's heart differ from
Sproul's?

10. What are the three meanings of the word "Passover" in Exodus 127

Quiz Answer Key

1.

Initially, Pharaoh resisted acknowledging Yahweh, but as the plagues intensified,
he offered limited concessions, such as allowing only the men to worship. It was
only after the final plague, the death of the firstborn, that he fully relented and
commanded the Israelites to leave. However, even this acknowledgment was
temporary, as he later pursued them.

. God intended to establish his existence and power, forcing Pharaoh to

acknowledge him and demonstrating his supremacy to both the Israelites and the



10.

Egyptians. God sought to gain glory for himself through Pharaoh's resistance and
eventual defeat, solidifying his reputation and authority.

The plagues targeted elements that were religiously significant to the Egyptians,
discrediting their deities. For example, the Nile (Hopi) became a source of stench
instead of blessing, the sun (Re) was darkened, and the death of livestock
challenged the power of animal deities like Hathor.

The timing of the plagues "at the word of Moses" and their intensity constituted
the miraculous element. This meant that while the plagues were similar to
conditions that might arise naturally, the plagues were supernaturally caused
through timing and intensity by Yahweh.

The Santorin eruption theory proposes that the eruption sent ash toward Egypt,
causing the Nile to appear like blood, forcing frogs to flee, attracting insects,
causing disease, and blocking the sun. The accumulated ash also caused roofs to
collapse and kill people, including firstborns.

Gottwald acknowledges that while many of the plagues can be identified as
natural phenomena in Egypt, attributing them solely to natural causes cuts out
the heart of the story, which is Yahweh's power. He warns against trying to find
causative relationships between the plagues and states that Yahweh intervened
to show his power.

The plagues were characterized by prediction (Moses often foretold them),
intensification (they were worse than normal occurrences), acceleration (they
occurred in rapid succession), discrimination (the Israelites were often exempt),
and revelatory purpose (they served as signs and wonders). These factors
demonstrate Yahweh's power and presence.

Sproul argues that God does not create fresh evil in Pharaoh's heart. Instead, God
hardens Pharaoh's heart by withholding his grace, allowing Pharaoh to exercise
his own evil desires freely. It’s the removal of God’s grace rather than God
compelling him to act evilly.

Calvin argues that God not only withdraws grace, as Sproul suggests, but also
actively delivers the wicked over to Satan as an act of judgment. Thus, God’s
direct action is involved in a much greater capacity than Sproul allows.

"Passover" refers to the historical event of the angel of death passing over houses
marked with blood, the institutional commemoration of that event celebrated



annually in Israel, and the sacrificial lamb itself that was offered. Each of these
meanings connect to the central act of sacrifice and sparing.

Essay Questions

1.

Analyze the theological significance of the hardening of Pharaoh's heart,
comparing and contrasting the interpretations of R.C. Sproul and John Calvin.

Discuss the revelatory purpose of the plagues, explaining how they demonstrate
Yahweh's power and authority over both nature and the gods of Egypt.

Explain J.A. Motyer's five key words (propitiation, security, substitution,
deliverance, and pilgrimage) and their significance in understanding the theology
of the Passover.

Evaluate the relationship between the Passover lamb in Exodus and Jesus Christ in
the New Testament, focusing on the concept of sacrifice and redemption.

. Compare and contrast naturalistic and supernaturalistic explanations for the

plagues of Egypt, and assess the importance of each perspective for
understanding the biblical narrative.

Glossary of Key Terms

Expiation: The act of atoning for sin or wrongdoing, often through sacrifice or
offering.

Firstborn: In ancient cultures, the first male offspring, often holding special
significance and inheritance rights.

Gnats: Small, biting flies or insects that can be a nuisance or carry disease.

Hardening of the Heart: A metaphor for stubbornness, resistance to God's will, or
the suppression of one's conscience.

Hyssop: A fragrant plant used for ritual cleansing, particularly in connection with
the Passover.

Locusts: A type of grasshopper that can swarm in large numbers, devastating
crops and vegetation.

Murrain: An infectious disease affecting livestock.
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Passover: The Jewish festival commemorating the Exodus from Egypt, marked by
the sacrifice of a lamb and the consumption of unleavened bread.

Pharaoh: The title of the rulers of ancient Egypt, often regarded as divine figures.
Pilgrimage: A journey to a sacred place or site for religious purposes.

Plagues: A series of devastating disasters or calamities, often attributed to divine
judgment.

Propitiation: The act of appeasing or satisfying divine wrath through sacrifice or
offering.

Pyroclastics: A cloud of ash, lava fragments carried through the air during a
volcanic eruption

Redemptive History: The overarching narrative of God's plan to save humanity
from sin and its consequences.

Re: The Egyptian sun god, a prominent figure in their pantheon.

Santorin: An island volcano in the Aegean Sea (present-day Santorini, Greece)
whose eruption may have coincided with the Exodus.

Substitution: The act of taking someone's place or bearing the consequences of
their actions, often in a sacrificial context.

Type/Typology: A person, event, or object in the Old Testament that foreshadows
or prefigures a corresponding person, event, or object in the New Testament.

Yahweh: The personal name of God in the Hebrew Bible, often translated as
"LORD" in English.
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5. FAQs on Vannoy, Exodus to Exile, Session 2B, The Plagues
and Passover, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on the Plagues and Passover

« Why did God inflict the plagues on Egypt instead of simply freeing the
Israelites?

God's purpose in the plagues was multifaceted. While securing Israel's release was a key
objective, it wasn't the only one. God also aimed to demonstrate His power and
existence to Pharaoh and the Egyptians, compelling them to acknowledge His authority.
Furthermore, the plagues served as a judgment on the false gods of Egypt, revealing
Yahweh's supremacy over them. By acting in this way, God gained glory for Himself
through Pharaoh's eventual recognition of His power.

o To what extent can the plagues be explained by natural phenomena?

Some of the plagues may have had a basis in natural phenomena common to Egypt,
such as a high Nile flood or insect infestations. However, the timing, intensity, and
discriminatory nature of the plagues (affecting Egyptians but not Israelites) suggest
divine intervention. Moses often predicted the plagues in advance, and they occurred
with unprecedented severity, indicating that they were more than mere natural
occurrences. Gottwald argues the heart of the story is the power of Yahweh, and to
rationalize them grossly cuts out the heart of the story.

e What does the hardening of Pharaoh's heart signify?

The hardening of Pharaoh's heart is a complex theological issue described in three ways:
God hardening Pharaoh's heart, Pharaoh hardening his own heart, and Pharaoh's heart
simply being hardened. One view, presented by Sproul, suggests God hardened
Pharaoh's heart by withholding His grace, allowing Pharaoh to freely exercise his own
evil desires. Another view, presented by Calvin, suggests God inflicted deserved
punishment upon the reprobate and delivered them over to Satan. In either case,
Pharaoh's persistent refusal to acknowledge God's power and will led to his heart being
hardened. From the onset God knew Pharaoh wouldn't listen without a mighty hand
compelling him.
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e What are the different ways the term "Passover" is used?

The term "Passover" has several meanings in the context of the Exodus narrative. First, it
refers to the historical event in which the angel of death "passed over" the houses of the
Israelites who had applied the blood of the sacrificial lamb to their doorposts. Second,
"Passover" is used to describe the annual institutional commemoration of this event in
Israelite tradition. Third, the term can also refer to the Passover lamb that was sacrificed
on the night of the Exodus.

e What is the theological significance of the Passover lamb?

The Passover lamb is highly significant theologically. The blood of the lamb is seen as an
act of propitiation, appeasing God's wrath. It provides security and salvation for those
who remain under its protection. The lamb acts as a substitution, with its death averting
the death of the firstborn. Ultimately, the Passover lamb facilitated the deliverance and
accomplished redemption of the Israelites from Egypt and set them on a pilgrimage with
God. The Israelites are spared from the same judgment the Egyptians experienced
because of the sprinkling of blood.

« How does the Passover relate to Jesus Christ in the New Testament?

The Passover is seen as a type or foreshadowing of Christ. Just as the blood of the
Passover lamb spared the Israelites from death, Jesus Christ, as the "Lamb of God," takes
away the sin of the world through his sacrifice. Paul states, "Christ, our Passover, has
been sacrificed for us." Jesus' death on the cross is thus viewed as the ultimate
fulfillment of the Passover, providing redemption and salvation for all who believe.

e What does the Passover meal (Seder) commemorate?

The Passover meal (Seder) is a ritual feast that commemorates the Exodus of the
Israelites from slavery in ancient Egypt. It retells the story of the Israelites' suffering
under Pharaoh, the ten plagues God inflicted upon Egypt, and the miraculous escape
across the Red Sea. The Seder includes symbolic foods and rituals that help participants
remember and reflect on the meaning of freedom and redemption.

e Why is pilgrimage an important concept related to the Passover? The Passover
supper was meant to be eaten in haste, symbolizing a people prepared to leave
Egypt and embark on a pilgrimage with God. Eating the Lord's Passover means
committing to walking with God and leaving a land like Egypt wherever he leads
you. The people went through the bloodstained door to safety and then went out
to walk with God.



