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1. Abstract of Peterson, Humanity and Sin, Session 1,
Importance — Humanity, Biblicalelearning.org, BelL

Dr. Robert A. Peterson's lecture, "Importance of the Doctrine of Humanity," introduces
a series on humanity and sin. He begins with prayer and his background in reformed
evangelical seminaries. The session outlines the topics to be covered, including the
origin of humanity as God's special creation in His image, the constitutional makeup of
human beings (body and soul), and the doctrine of sin, encompassing original sin and
its effects. Peterson emphasizes the epistemological importance of scripture and the
ontological importance of the doctrine of God. He argues for the crucial significance of
understanding humanity in relation to other Christian doctrines, for dialogue with
non-believers, and due to the current crisis in human self-understanding. Peterson also
notes how our view of humanity impacts how we minister to others and introduces
various secular and Christian perspectives on human nature to be explored in the
following session.

2. 21 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Peterson, Humanity and Sin, Session 1 — Double click icon
to play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Theology = Theology, Peterson = Humanity and Sin).
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3. Briefing Document: Peterson, Humanity and Sin, Session 1,
Importance — Humanity

Briefing Document: The Importance of the Doctrine of Humanity
Overview:

This briefing document summarizes the main themes and important ideas presented in
the first session of Dr. Robert A. Peterson's lectures on the Doctrines of Humanity and
Sin. In this session, Dr. Peterson lays the groundwork by emphasizing the crucial
importance of the doctrine of humanity (also referred to as theological anthropology)
within the broader framework of Christian theology and its relevance for engaging with
the contemporary world. He outlines the topics to be covered in the subsequent
sessions and provides several compelling reasons why understanding human nature
from a biblical perspective is essential today.

Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. Introduction and Scope of the Course:

e The lecture series will cover the Doctrines of Humanity and Sin, starting with the
importance of understanding human nature.

e Subsequent sessions will delve into the origin of human beings as special
creations in God's image, the meaning of the image of God, the constitutional
makeup of humanity (body and soul/spirit), the doctrine of sin (including original
sin and its effects), and the implications of the fall.

e Dr. Peterson identifies himself as a retired evangelical theologian of a reformed
persuasion with extensive teaching experience.

1. Interrelation of Doctrines and the Primacy of Scripture (Sola Scriptura):

e Peterson emphasizes that all Christian doctrines are interconnected. While each
doctrine holds particular importance when being studied, the doctrine of
Scripture is epistemologically primary, serving as the foundational framework for
all others.

o He affirms the Reformation principle of sola scriptura, clarifying that it doesn't
exclude the use of reason, tradition, and experience, but rather elevates the
Word of God as the ultimate authority.



He highlights the ontological importance of the doctrine of God as the ultimate
reality and the redemptive significance of the doctrine of Christ. The doctrine of
salvation is existentially crucial, the church relationally important, and
eschatology historically significant for understanding our eternal destiny.

. The Special Importance of the Doctrine of Humanity:

Relationship to other major doctrines: Understanding humanity completes our
understanding of God's creation, as humans are the highest earthly creatures
made in His image. Studying humanity provides clues about God's nature and
roles.

"Only humans are said in the Bible to have been made by God in his own image
and likeness, Genesis 1:26-27... Thus, a direct clue to the nature of God ought to
emerge from the study of humans and from the roles that we play, ordained by
God, which mirror his roles."

Understanding the Person of Christ: The incarnation of the Son of God as a
genuine human necessitates understanding human nature. Distinguishing
between essential (pre-fall) and existential (post-fall) humanity is crucial. Studying
Jesus' human nature reveals God's original intention for humanity.

"We must make certain we distinguish essential humanity as it came from the
hand of God, from existential or empirical humanity, as we now find it post-fall in
actual existence."

Gate to other doctrines: The creation of humanity is foundational for the
doctrines of incarnation, atonement, regeneration, justification, and the church.

"If God had not created humans, there would presumably have been no
incarnation, no atonement, and no need for regeneration or justification. There
would have been no church."

Student as Object: Unlike doctrines about God or Christ, in the doctrine of
humanity, the student of theology is also the object of study. Our understanding
of humanity shapes how we understand ourselves, do theology, and even define
theology.

"Our anthropology will determine how we understand ourselves and consequently
how we do theology, or even what theology is, to the degree that it is thought of
as a human activity, which it certainly is."



Convergence of Biblical Revelation and Human Concerns: The doctrine of
humanity is a point where biblical truth intersects with universal human
experience and concerns.

"The doctrine of humanity is a point where the biblical revelation and human
concerns converge."

Starting Point for Dialogue: Because people are inherently concerned with
themselves, their reality, and their place in the world, discussing humanity can be
an effective entry point for conversations with non-believers.

"This means that the subject of humanity is a starting point for dialogue."

Engagement with Intellectual Disciplines: Given the extensive attention paid to
humanity by various academic disciplines (psychology, sociology, medicine, etc.),
Christian theology has an opportunity to engage in dialogue with these
perspectives. A thorough biblical understanding is vital for this engagement.

"Because of the increasing number of academic disciplines focusing on humanity,
Christian theology is at an opportune position to enter into dialogue with other
perspectives and methodologies."

Addressing the Present Crisis in Human Self-Understanding: Contemporary
society faces a significant crisis in understanding human identity, fueled by factors
like a lack of instilled values, the decline of traditional authorities, loss of
historical roots, and traumatic national and global events. Christian theology can
provide a crucial "compass" in this confusion.

"For the doctrine of humanity is important because of the present crisis in human
self-understanding.”

"Not only is there a general interest in the question, but what is the human?
There's also confusion regarding the answer to various recent events, and
developments cast doubt on many of the answers formerly given to the question."

Peterson highlights issues like the struggle of young people for identity, the loss of
historical knowledge, and the contradictions evident in human capabilities versus
moral failings as contributing to this crisis.

"The self-understanding of the human is indeed at a crisis point, calling for
intensive investigation and careful reflection.”



e Impact on Ministry: Our understanding of human nature and destiny profoundly
affects how we minister to others, including the goals we pursue and the
methods we employ. Different conceptions (e.g., humans as primarily physical,
rational, emotional, or sexual beings) lead to different approaches in ministry.

e "Our conception of human beings and their destiny will greatly affect how we deal
with them and what we seek to do for them."

1. Introduction to Images of Humanity:

e Dr. Peterson notes the prevalence of various secular or naturalistic images of
humanity in contemporary culture, including:

e Humans as machines

e Humans as animals

e« Humans as sexual beings

e Humans as economic beings

o Existentialist view of humans as pawns
e« Humans as free beings

e Humans as social beings

e He states that the Christian view intersects with some aspects of these images
but cannot be equated with any single one. He plans to elaborate on these
images in the next lecture.

Quotes of Significance:

e "The doctrine of scripture, of course, is the most important doctrine
epistemologically; it is our doctrinal framework for all the rest."

e "Had God not revealed himself to us and preserved that revelation in scripture, we
would not know of our need and of his solution to that need."

o "The doctrine of God is the most important doctrine ontologically from the
perspective of the theory of being since God is the ultimate reality, the source, and
sustainer of all that is."

o "The doctrine of Christ is the most important doctrine in terms of our redemption
because without his incarnation, life, death, and resurrection, there would be no
basis, and there would be no salvation."



o "The doctrine of salvation is the most important existentially... for it deals with the
actual alteration of our lives, our existence."

o "The church is the most important doctrine relationally since it treats believers in
the Christian community."

o '"Eschatology is the most important doctrine in history, for it tells us about our
eternal destiny."

e "Since human beings are the highest of God's earthly creatures, the study of
humanity brings to completion our understanding of God's work, and in the sense
of God himself, since we do learn something about the creator by seeing what he
has created.”

o "Theology is here treating an object that everyone, or at least virtually everyone,
admits exists... They have little or no question, however, about their own reality,
for this is an existential fact with which they live day by day."

e "But modern humans are concerned about themselves, what is happening to
them, and where they are going... Thus, while the conversation will not end with
humanity, it's an apt place to begin some of the time."

Conclusion:

Dr. Peterson effectively argues for the paramount importance of studying the doctrine of
humanity. He demonstrates its foundational role in understanding other key Christian
doctrines, its crucial relevance for engaging with contemporary cultural and intellectual
trends, and its direct impact on how Christians understand themselves and minister to
others in a world facing a significant crisis of self-understanding. The session sets the
stage for a deeper exploration of the biblical understanding of human nature in contrast
to various secular perspectives.



4. Study Guide: Peterson, Humanity and Sin, Session 1,
Importance — Humanity

Study Guide: The Importance of the Doctrine of Humanity

Quiz:
1.

10.

According to Dr. Peterson, why is the doctrine of Scripture considered the most
important epistemologically?

What does Dr. Peterson mean by "sola scriptura,” and what sources of authority
does it not exclude?

Why is the doctrine of Christ considered the most important doctrine in terms of
redemption?

Explain two reasons why Dr. Peterson argues that the doctrine of humanity is
especially important in relation to other Christian doctrines.

According to the lecture, what is the crucial distinction we must make when
studying human nature in relation to Christ?

How does understanding human nature serve as a "gate to the study of yet other
doctrines"? Provide one example.

Why is the doctrine of humanity a potentially effective starting point for dialogue
with non-believers?

Describe one way in which the current intellectual climate, with its various
academic disciplines, makes the study of the doctrine of humanity significant.

What are some of the developments Dr. Peterson identifies as contributing to a
present “crisis in human self-understanding"? Provide two examples.

How does one's conception of human beings affect how they might minister to
others? Give a specific example.

Answer Key:

1. The doctrine of Scripture is the most important epistemologically because it is

God's revealed word and the foundational framework through which we learn all
other doctrines. Without it, we would have no knowledge of our need or God's
solution.



10.

Sola scriptura, for Dr. Peterson, means deliberately and consistently elevating the
Word of God over other authorities like tradition, reason, and experience. It
doesn't exclude these other sources entirely but prioritizes Scripture as the
ultimate authority.

The doctrine of Christ is the most important for redemption because his
incarnation, life, death, and resurrection provide the sole basis for our salvation.
Without him, there would be no atonement or reconciliation with God.

First, the study of humanity, as God's highest earthly creation, completes our
understanding of God's work and reveals aspects of his nature. Second,
understanding human nature is essential for understanding the person of Christ,
who took on genuine human nature.

We must distinguish between essential humanity as God originally created it and
existential or empirical humanity as it exists post-fall. Our current state is a
distorted view of God's original design.

If God had not created humans, there would have been no need for the
incarnation, atonement, regeneration, or justification. Consequently, the doctrine
of humanity is foundational to understanding these other doctrines of salvation.

Because virtually everyone acknowledges their own existence, the topic of
humanity is a common ground and a starting point for discussion. People are
inherently interested in themselves, their problems, and their place in the world.

The increasing number of academic disciplines focusing on human nature and
behavior provides an opportune moment for Christian theology to engage in
dialogue, comparing and contrasting biblical perspectives with secular viewpoints.

Developments contributing to the crisis include the failure of parents and
traditional institutions to instill values, the loss of historical roots leading to a lack
of identity, and traumatic national and global events highlighting the
contradictions in human nature.

If one views humans as primarily physical beings, their ministry might focus on
meeting physical needs. Conversely, if they are seen as rational beings, the
ministry would likely emphasize intellectual arguments and reasoned
explanations.



Essay Format Questions:

1.

Discuss the interconnectedness of the doctrine of humanity with at least three
other major Christian doctrines, explaining how our understanding of humanity
influences our understanding of these other doctrines.

Evaluate Dr. Peterson's argument for the contemporary importance of the
doctrine of humanity, focusing on the cultural and intellectual trends he
identifies. Do you find his reasons compelling? Why or why not?

Explore the concept of humanity being made in God's image and likeness, as
introduced in the lecture. How might this foundational truth inform our
understanding of human value, purpose, and potential?

Analyze the tension presented in the lecture between the ideal of essential
humanity as created by God and the reality of existential humanity after the Fall.
How does this distinction impact our understanding of sin and salvation?

Consider the implications of different secular and philosophical views of humanity
(briefly mentioned: machines, animals, sexual beings, economic beings,
existential pawns) for how one might approach ethical issues and the human
condition. Contrast these with a biblical understanding.

Glossary of Key Terms:

Theological Anthropology: The study of humanity from a theological perspective,
focusing on human nature, origin, purpose, and destiny in relation to God.

Image of God: The unique way in which human beings reflect God's character and
attributes. This will be a central topic in later sessions.

Constitutional Makeup (of Humanity): The question of whether human beings
are composed of one (unitary), two (body and soul/spirit), or three (body, soul,
and spirit) parts.

Original Sin: The theological doctrine that the sin of the first humans, Adam and
Eve, has affected all subsequent human beings.

Sola Scriptura: Latin for "Scripture alone," the Reformation principle that the
Bible is the ultimate and final authority for Christian faith and practice.
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Epistemology: The branch of philosophy that deals with the nature, sources,
limitations, and validity of knowledge.

Ontology: The branch of philosophy that deals with the nature of being or
existence.

Universalism: The theological belief that all people will ultimately be saved.

Annihilationism: The belief that unsaved individuals will ultimately be destroyed
rather than eternally tormented in hell.

Chance After-Death Theology: The idea that individuals who die without hearing
the Gospel will have a second opportunity for salvation after death.

Incarnation: The Christian doctrine that the second person of the Trinity, Jesus
Christ, took on human flesh and became fully human.

Atonement: The work of Christ in reconciling humanity to God through his
sacrificial death.

Regeneration: The spiritual rebirth or renewal of a person's heart by the Holy
Spirit, leading to salvation.

Justification: God's act of declaring a sinner righteous in his sight through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Soteriology: The branch of theology concerned with the study of salvation.

Eschatology: The branch of theology concerned with the study of the end times
or last things, including death, judgment, and eternal destiny.

Essential Humanity: Human nature as it was originally created by God, perfect
and without sin.

Existential/Empirical Humanity: Human nature as it currently exists in the world,
affected by the Fall and characterized by sin and imperfection.

Humanism: A philosophy that emphasizes human agency and values, often
without reference to God or the supernatural.
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5. FAQs on Peterson, Humanity and Sin, Session 1, Importance
— Humanity, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions: The Importance of the Doctrine of Humanity

1. Why is the doctrine of humanity considered an especially important area of
Christian theology?

The doctrine of humanity holds significant importance for several key reasons. Firstly, it
is intrinsically linked to other major Christian doctrines. As the pinnacle of God's earthly
creations, understanding humanity completes our comprehension of God's work and
provides insights into God's own nature through the concept of being made in His
image. Secondly, it is foundational for understanding the person of Jesus Christ, who
took on genuine human nature. Differentiating between humanity as God created it and
humanity as it exists after the Fall is crucial for grasping Christ's true nature and purpose.
Furthermore, the doctrine of humanity serves as a gateway to other doctrines, as the
creation of humans necessitated the Incarnation, Atonement, Regeneration,
Justification, and the existence of the Church. Correctly understanding human nature
profoundly influences our perception of our needs, how salvation was accomplished,
and our ultimate destiny.

2. How does the doctrine of Scripture relate to our understanding of humanity?

The doctrine of Scripture is epistemologically foundational for all Christian doctrines,
including humanity. It is through God's revealed Word in Scripture that we learn about
our creation, our nature, our fallen state, and God's plan for our redemption. While
reason, tradition, and experience can offer insights, sola scriptura emphasizes the Bible
as the ultimate and deliberate standard against which all other sources of authority are
measured. Without God's self-revelation in Scripture, our understanding of humanity
would be incomplete and potentially erroneous.

3. What does it mean for humans to be created in the "image of God," and why is this
concept so central to the doctrine of humanity?

Being created in the "image of God" (Imago Dei) is a central tenet of the doctrine of
humanity, although its precise meaning is complex and will be explored in detail later in
the lectures. Generally, it signifies that humans uniquely reflect God's character,
attributes, and roles in ways that other earthly creatures do not. This distinction sets
humanity apart and provides a direct clue to understanding God's nature. The concept
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of the Imago Dei underpins human dignity, worth, and our ordained roles, mirroring
aspects of God's own being and actions.

4. How does the Fall of humanity, particularly Adam's sin, impact our understanding of
human nature and the doctrine of sin?

The Fall, as described in Genesis 3 and elaborated upon in the New Testament, especially
Romans 5, is a pivotal event that dramatically altered human nature. Original sin,
stemming from Adam's disobedience, is counted against the entire human race. The Old
Testament reveals the consequences of the Fall, while the New Testament explains how
Adam's sin affects all of humanity. Understanding original sin is crucial for
comprehending the inherent sinfulness of humanity, the broken relationship between
humanity and God, and the necessity for redemption. The Fall distinguishes between
essential humanity as God created it and existential humanity as we experience it in our
fallen state.

5. In what ways can differing views of human nature affect how Christians minister to
others?

Our underlying conception of human nature significantly shapes our approach to
ministry. If we view humans as primarily physical beings, our ministry focus might
prioritize meeting physical needs. If we see them as rational beings, we might emphasize
intellectual arguments and reasoned persuasion. Similarly, emphasizing emotions or
sexuality as the primary aspect of human beings will lead to ministries centered on
emotional well-being or sexual adjustment. A comprehensive, biblically informed
understanding of human nature, acknowledging the physical, intellectual, emotional,
spiritual, and relational dimensions, is essential for a holistic and effective ministry that
addresses the true needs of individuals.

6. Why is the doctrine of humanity a relevant starting point for dialogue with non-
believers in contemporary society?

In a world where many are skeptical of transcendent realities, the doctrine of humanity
offers a relatable starting point for dialogue. Unlike questions about God or miracles, the
reality of human existence is an existential fact that most people readily acknowledge.
Modern individuals, even those leaning towards humanism or anti-authoritarianism, are
generally concerned about themselves, their well-being, and their place in the world.
Beginning with questions about human nature, problems, and needs can capture their
attention and create an opening for exploring the biblical perspective on humanity's
relationship with God, ultimately leading to discussions about God's nature and the
need for salvation.
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7. How does the current "crisis in human self-understanding" highlighted in the text
underscore the importance of studying the doctrine of humanity?

Contemporary society faces a significant "crisis in human self-understanding" due to
various factors, including a loss of traditional values, a decline in historical awareness,
and traumatic national and global events. This crisis manifests in confusion about
identity, sexuality, purpose, and the very definition of what it means to be human. In this
context, a thorough study of the doctrine of humanity from a biblical perspective
becomes critically important. Christian theology offers a compass and a sure sense of
identity by affirming that humans are creatures of God, made in His image for fellowship
with Him. Understanding this biblical framework can provide much-needed clarity and
direction in a world grappling with fundamental questions about human existence.

8. How can engaging with secular disciplines that study humanity benefit Christian
theology's understanding of human nature?

Numerous academic disciplines, such as psychology, sociology, anthropology, and even
business and medicine, dedicate significant attention to understanding human nature
and behavior. Christian theology can benefit immensely from engaging in dialogue with
these perspectives. By understanding how these disciplines view humanity — their
observations, methodologies, and conclusions — theologians can gain a broader
understanding of contemporary thought and the specific questions being asked about
human existence. This engagement allows for a more informed and nuanced articulation
of the biblical understanding of humanity, highlighting both points of convergence and
divergence. It also equips Christian thinkers to address the specific concerns and
challenges arising from secular perspectives on human nature.



