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1. Abstract of Peterson, The Holy Spirit and Union with Christ,
Session 10, Foundations Union, John 14 & 15,
Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Robert Peterson's lecture focuses on the concept of union with Christ as presented
in John's Gospel, specifically chapters 14 and 15. He examines the mutual indwelling of
the Father and the Son, and subsequently the Father, Son, and believers, highlighting
passages where Jesus speaks of this intimate connection. The lecture also explores Jesus'
"I am" statements, emphasizing his role as the way, the truth, and the life, and his
unique ability to reveal the Father. Furthermore, Peterson analyzes the vine and
branches analogy in John 15, illustrating the necessity of abiding in Christ for
fruitfulness, obedience, and love among believers. Ultimately, the session lays a
foundation for understanding the deep spiritual union believers share with Christ and
the divine Trinity.

2. 13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Peterson, The Holy Spirit and Union with Christ, Session 10
— Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to
the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast
link there (Theology = Theology, Peterson = Holy Spirit and
Union with Christ).

Peterson_HolySpirit
_SessionT1O0.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Peterson, The Holy Spirit and Union
with Christ, Session 10, Foundations Union, John 14 & 15

Briefing Document: Foundations for Union with Christ in John 14 and 15 (Dr. Robert A.
Peterson)

Overview:

This session by Dr. Robert Peterson focuses on the foundational teachings in John 14 and
15 regarding "union with Christ," particularly emphasizing the mutual indwelling of the
Father and the Son, and the subsequent mutual indwelling of the Father and Son with
believers. Peterson explores key passages, including Jesus' "l am" sayings, the promise of
the Holy Spirit, and the metaphor of the vine and the branches, to illuminate the nature
and implications of this union.

Main Themes and Important Ideas/Facts:
1. Mutual Indwelling of the Father and the Son:

e John 14:10-11 & 20, 23: Peterson highlights these verses as central to the concept
of mutual indwelling ("/ am in the Father and the Father is in me"). This co-
inherence is presented as a foundational truth.

o Seeing Jesus is Seeing the Father: Jesus' response to Philip's request ("Lord, show
us the Father, and it is enough for us") underscores the revelatory nature of the
Son. "Whoever has seen me has seen the Father." This is due to their mutual
indwelling.

« Rejection of the Need for a Theophany: The incarnation of the Son is presented
as the permanent revelation of the invisible God, negating the need for further
visible appearances ("They don't need a theophany. They see the incarnate Son.").

o Connection to Paul's Writings: Peterson draws parallels with Pauline descriptions
of Christ as "the image of the invisible God" (Colossians 1:15) and "the radiance of
the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature" (Hebrews 1:3), emphasizing
Christ as the ultimate mediator and revealer of God.

e Equality and Subordination within the Trinity: While emphasizing the equality
and similarity of the Father and Son through the mutual indwelling, Peterson also
notes a sense of subordination, using the analogy of the sun and its ray, and the
dye and the coin.



2. Mutual Indwelling of the Father and Son with Believers:

Promise of the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17): Jesus promises to send the "Spirit of
truth" who will dwell with and be in his followers. This is the means by which
believers experience the divine presence.

"In That Day" Understanding (John 14:20): After Jesus' resurrection, believers
will understand the reality of the divine co-inheritance: "that | am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you."

Extension of Perichoresis: Peterson notes that the language of "perichoresis" or
co-indwelling, previously used exclusively for the Godhead, is extended to include
believers, signifying their participation in the divine life through faith in the risen
Lord.

The Father and Son Making Their Home with Believers (John 14:23): Jesus
states, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him,
and we will come to him and make our home with him." This is presented as a
warm and overlooked aspect of union with Christ.

Immediate Presence of the Deity: Peterson quotes Leon Morris, stating that this
indwelling allows believers to experience "the immediate presence of the deity."

3. Union with Christ through the Vine and Branches (John 15):

Jesus as the True Vine (John 15:1): This metaphor positions Jesus as the source of
life and fruitfulness for believers. It contrasts with the Old Testament imagery of
Israel as a failed vineyard.

The Father as the Vinedresser: This highlights the Father's role in directing the
Son's mission and caring for the branches (believers).

Two Kinds of Branches (John 15:2, 6): Peterson distinguishes between unfruitful
branches that are removed and fruitful branches that are pruned for greater
fruitfulness. He argues that fruitlessness signifies an absence of divine life and
that this imagery, particularly the unfruitful branch, refers to those who were
never genuinely connected to the vine in a life-giving way, with Judas Iscariot as a
primary example.

Abiding in Christ (John 15:4-10): The concept of "abiding" is central, appearing 11
times. It signifies a mutual relationship: "Abide in me, and I in you."



Meaning of Abiding: Peterson explains that abiding involves continuing in
fellowship with Christ, loving and obeying him, and remaining in his love. He
suggests that "abiding" is a broader concept than simply "being in" Christ,
implying a deeper, active relationship.

Fruits of Abiding: The results of this mutual abiding include:
Obedience to Jesus' commands (verse 10).

Love for other believers (verses 12-14).

Fullness of joy (verse 11).

Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility: While John 15 emphasizes the
disciples' response and obedience, Peterson notes elements of divine sovereignty
in Jesus' choosing and ordaining them to bear fruit (verse 16) and choosing them
out of the world (verse 19). He references D.A. Carson's work on this balance in
John's Gospel.

Answered Prayer: Bearing fruit leads to answered prayer (verse 7, 16).

Key Quotes:

"I'am in the Father and the Father is in me" (John 14:10).
"Whoever has seen me has seen the Father" (John 14:9).

"I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me" (John 14:6).

"I will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you... In that day you will know that
I am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you" (John 14:18, 20).

"If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we
will come to him and make our home with him" (John 14:23).

"I'am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser... Abide in me, and | in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in me... apart from me you can do nothing" (John 15:1, 4-5).

"By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples" (John 15:8).

"Abide in my love... If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just
as | have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love" (John 15:9-10).



o "...believers will experience, quote, the immediate presence of the deity"
(quoting Leon Morris).

Future Discussion:

The session concludes by indicating that the mutual indwelling in John 17:20-26 will be
the topic of the next lecture.

Significance:

This session provides a foundational understanding of the biblical concept of union with
Christ as presented in John's Gospel. It emphasizes the Trinitarian nature of this union,
highlighting the mutual indwelling of the Father and the Son as the basis for believers'
participation in the divine life through the Holy Spirit. The metaphor of the vine and
branches further illustrates the vital dependence of believers on Christ for spiritual life

and fruitfulness, emphasizing the importance of abiding in him through love and
obedience.



4. Study Guide: Peterson, The Holy Spirit and Union with
Christ, Session 10, Foundations Union, John 14 & 15

Study Guide: Union with Christ in John 14 and 15

Key Themes:

e Mutual Indwelling: The concept of the Father and the Son dwelling in each other,
and the extension of this indwelling to believers through union with Christ.

e Jesus as the Way, the Truth, and the Life: Understanding the exclusive nature of
Jesus as the means to the Father, the revealer of God, and the giver of eternal life.

« The "l Am" Sayings: Recognizing the significance of Jesus' self-declarations and
their implications for his identity and mission.

e The Vine and Branches Analogy: Comprehending the importance of abiding in
Christ for fruitfulness, the nature of true discipleship, and the consequences of
failing to abide.

o Abiding in Love: Grasping the covenantal aspect of union with Christ,
characterized by mutual love and obedience.

o Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility: Recognizing the interplay
between God's choice and the believer's response in the context of union with
Christ and fruit-bearing.

Key Scripture Passages:

e John 14:1-7: Jesus comforts his disciples and declares himself as the way to the
Father.

e John 14:8-11: Philip's request for a theophany and Jesus' response highlighting
the mutual indwelling of the Father and the Son.

e John 14:15-23: Jesus promises the Holy Spirit and speaks of the Father and Son
making their home with believers.

e John 15:1-17: The analogy of the vine and the branches, emphasizing abiding in
Christ for fruitfulness and love for one another.

Quiz:



1. Explain the significance of Jesus' statement, "l am the way and the truth and the
life" in John 14:6. How does this "l am" saying summarize other similar
declarations made by Jesus?

2. According to John 14:10, why could Jesus tell Philip that seeing him was
equivalent to seeing the Father? What theological concept does this idea of
mutual indwelling highlight?

3. InJohn 14:16-17, what does Jesus promise to send to his followers after his
departure? What are the key characteristics and roles of this "helper"?

4. Describe the unique aspect of the Father and the Son indwelling believers as
mentioned in John 14:23 and highlighted by Kostenberger's commentary. What
does this signify for the believer's relationship with God?

5. Inthe analogy of the vine and the branches (John 15:1-17), what does the "true
vine" represent? What does it mean for believers to "abide" in this vine, and what
are the consequences of not abiding?

6. According to the passage, what are some of the "fruits" that are produced as a
result of believers abiding in Christ (John 15)? Provide at least two examples from
the text.

7. Explain the two kinds of branches Jesus describes in John 15. Why does the text
argue that the removal of a branch that bears no fruit does not necessarily
indicate a loss of salvation for a genuine believer?

8. How does John 15:9 define what it means to "abide" in Jesus? How is this concept
related to Jesus' own relationship with the Father?

9. While John 15 emphasizes the disciples' responsibility to abide and obey, where
in the passage is the theme of divine sovereignty evident? What does this suggest
about God's role in the disciples' fruitfulness?

10.How does the concept of mutual indwelling discussed in John 14 relate to the
idea of abiding in Christ presented in John 15? What is the relationship between
these two concepts in the believer's union with Christ?

Quiz Answer Key:

1. Jesus' statement "I am the way and the truth and the life" declares his exclusive
role as the only path to the Father, the ultimate revealer of God's nature, and the
source of eternal existence. This single "l am" saying with the definite article



summarizes the three core meanings found in his other "l am" declarations
throughout John's Gospel.

. Jesus could tell Philip that seeing him was seeing the Father because of the
mutual indwelling between them, as stated in John 14:10 ("I am in the Father and
the Father is in me"). This highlights the theological concept of the Son being the
perfect and visible representation of the invisible God.

. Jesus promises to send "another helper," who is identified as the Spirit of truth
(John 14:16-17). This Spirit will dwell with and be in his followers, revealing truth
and continuing Jesus' presence and work in their lives.

. The unique aspect is that both the Father and the Son are said to indwell
believers (John 14:23). This signifies a deep and intimate relationship where
Christians experience the immediate presence of the divine, with God making his
home within them.

. The "true vine" represents Jesus Christ, the source of spiritual life and
nourishment. To "abide" in the vine means to remain in vital union with Christ
through faith, love, and obedience. The consequence of not abiding is
fruitlessness and ultimately being cut off.

. Fruits of abiding in Christ include obedience to Jesus' commands (verse 10) and
love for other believers (verses 12-14). Additionally, the passage mentions the
great joy that comes from this ongoing relationship with Jesus (verse 11).

. Jesus describes branches that bear no fruit and branches that bear fruit. The text

argues that the removal of a fruitless branch connected to the vine in imagery
doesn't equate to loss of salvation for genuine believers because fruitlessness,
from God's perspective, signifies an absence of divine life from the beginning, as
exemplified by Judas. Degrees of fruitfulness exist among true believers.

. John 15:9 implies that to abide in Jesus is to abide in his love, to remain in
fellowship with him, and to love and obey him. This mirrors Jesus' own abiding in
the Father's love through obedience to his commandments.

. The theme of divine sovereignty is evident in John 15:16 ("You did not choose me,
but | chose you and appointed you") and verse 19, highlighting that Jesus is the
one who initiates the relationship and chooses his followers for fruit-bearing and
ultimately salvation. This suggests that God's gracious choice undergirds the
believer's ability to be fruitful.



10. Mutual indwelling (John 14) describes the intimate, inseparable union between

the Father, the Son, and believers, where God dwells within them. Abiding in
Christ (John 15) can be seen as the active and ongoing experience of this union,
characterized by love, obedience, and fruitfulness. Mutual indwelling provides the
foundation for the practice of abiding.

Essay Format Questions:

1.

Discuss the significance of the mutual indwelling of the Father and the Son as
presented in John 14. How does this concept inform our understanding of the
Trinity and the person of Jesus Christ?

Analyze the analogy of the vine and the branches in John 15, focusing on the
meaning of "abiding." What are the implications of abiding for the believer's life,
and how does this analogy illustrate the nature of union with Christ?

Compare and contrast the concepts of mutual indwelling and abiding in Christ as
presented in John 14 and 15. How do these two ideas relate to each other and
contribute to a comprehensive understanding of union with Christ?

Examine the interplay between divine sovereignty and human responsibility in
the context of union with Christ and fruit-bearing as presented in John 15. How
does the passage balance these two aspects of the Christian life?

Discuss the "l am" sayings of Jesus in John 14, particularly "I am the way, the
truth, and the life." How do these declarations reveal Jesus' identity and his role
in God's plan of salvation and the believer's union with him?
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Glossary of Key Terms:

Mutual Indwelling (Perichoresis): A theological term describing the intimate
interpenetration and co-inherence of the persons of the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy
Spirit). In John, this concept is extended to include believers being in Christ and
Christ being in them.

Theophany: A visible manifestation of God to humanity. In the context of the
passage, Philip requests a theophany, but Jesus points to his own person as the
revelation of the Father.

Incarnation: The act by which the eternal Son of God took on human flesh in the
person of Jesus Christ. The passage emphasizes that the incarnation allows the
invisible God to be seen through Jesus.

Abiding: Remaining in a close, continuous, and vital relationship with Jesus Christ.
In John 15, it is presented as essential for fruitfulness and is characterized by love
and obedience.

Fruit (Fruitfulness): In the context of John 15, the results or evidence of a
believer's abiding in Christ. This includes obedience to Jesus' commands, love for
other believers, and the joy that comes from the relationship with Christ.

Vinedresser: In the analogy of the vine and branches, the Father, who cultivates
and cares for the vine (Jesus) and prunes the branches (believers) to promote
greater fruitfulness.

True Vine: Jesus Christ, presented as the genuine and ultimate source of spiritual
life, in contrast to the Old Testament imagery of Israel as the vineyard.

Election: God's sovereign choice of individuals for salvation and a relationship
with him. This theme is subtly present in John 15, highlighting God's initiative in
choosing his disciples.

Apostate: One who has made a profession of faith but ultimately rejects or
abandons it. Judas Iscariot is presented as an example of an unfruitful branch who
was never genuinely connected to the vine.

Covenant: A binding agreement or relationship between God and humanity.
Abiding in Christ is presented as a covenantal concept involving mutual love and
faithfulness.
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5. FAQs on Peterson, Christ’s Saving Work, The Holy Spirit and
Union with Christ, Session 10, Foundations Union, John 14 &
15, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions on Union with Christ in John 14-15

1. What is the primary focus of Jesus' teaching on union with Christ in John 14 and 15?
The primary focus is on the mutual indwelling between the Father and the Son, and the
subsequent mutual indwelling between the Father and Son and believers. Additionally,
John 15 emphasizes the concept of "abiding" in Christ, likened to the relationship
between a vine and its branches, highlighting the necessity of this connection for
fruitfulness and a continuing relationship of love and obedience.

2. How does Jesus describe himself as the "way, the truth, and the life" in John 14:6,
and what are the implications for accessing God? In John 14:6, Jesus declares, "l am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." This "I
am" saying summarizes three key aspects of Jesus' identity and role. As the "way," he is
the sole path or access to the Father's heavenly presence and salvation. As the "truth,"
he is the revealer of God, making the invisible God known. As the "life," he is the giver of
eternal life. This verse underscores that relationship with the Father is exclusively
mediated through Jesus Christ.

3. What does the concept of "mutual indwelling" signify between the Father and the
Son, and how does this relate to believers? Mutual indwelling (co-inherence or
perichoresis) between the Father and the Son signifies a deep, intimate, and inseparable
union where each is in the other. Jesus states, "l am in the Father and the Father is in
me" (John 14:10-11). This divine co-indwelling is extended to believers after Jesus'
resurrection, where they are in Christ, and Christ is in them (John 14:20). This signifies a
spiritual union and fellowship with the divine life, made possible through faith in the
risen Lord.

4. Why does Jesus tell Philip that seeing him is equivalent to seeing the Father (John
14:9)? Jesus tells Philip, "Whoever has seen me has seen the Father" because he and the
Father are in a relationship of mutual indwelling. Jesus, through the incarnation, is the
visible revelation of the invisible God. His words and works are those of the Father who
dwells in him. Therefore, experiencing Jesus is experiencing the nature and character of
God made manifest in human form.



12

5. What is the significance of the "vine and branches" analogy in John 15 for
understanding union with Christ? The "vine and branches" analogy illustrates the vital
and dependent relationship between Christ and his followers. Jesus is the true vine, and
believers are the branches. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit apart from the vine,
believers cannot live fruitful lives or accomplish spiritual good apart from abiding in
Christ. This abiding involves a continuous connection, drawing life and nourishment from
him.

6. What does it mean for a believer to "abide" in Christ according to John 15, and what
are the consequences of abiding and not abiding? To "abide" in Christ means to remain
in a continuous, living fellowship with him, characterized by love, obedience to his
commands, and dependence on him. As a result of abiding, believers bear much fruit,
which includes obedience, love for one another, and joy. They can also expect answered
prayer. Conversely, those who do not abide in Christ are like branches that wither and
are ultimately cut off, signifying a lack of genuine connection to the life-giving vine and a
failure to demonstrate true discipleship.

7. How does the bearing of fruit relate to a believer's relationship with Christ and their
identity as a disciple? Bearing fruit is presented as evidence of a genuine connection to
Christ, the true vine. Jesus states, "By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit
and so prove to be my disciples" (John 15:8). Fruitfulness, which includes obedience to
Jesus' commands and love for fellow believers, is not merely an optional extra but a sign
that one is truly united to Christ and belongs to him. Lack of fruit raises serious
guestions about the reality of that connection.

8. How do John 14 and 15 address the roles of divine sovereignty and human
responsibility in the believer's union with Christ and fruitfulness? While John 15
emphasizes the believer's responsibility to abide in Christ and obey his commands, it
also includes elements of divine sovereignty. Jesus states, "You did not choose me, but |
chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit" (John 15:16). This
highlights that God initiates the relationship and empowers believers for fruitfulness.
The passage reveals a biblical perspective where both God's sovereign election and
humanity's active response of faith, love, and obedience are crucial and interconnected
aspects of union with Christ.



