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1. Abstract of Peterson, Church & Last Things, Session 11, Introduction, 2 Ages, Already but Not Yet, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

Dr. Robert A. Peterson's lecture serves as an introduction to the study of eschatology, or "last things," within a theological framework. He outlines the course's topics, including death, the second coming, the millennium, resurrection, and the eternal state. A central theme Peterson introduces is the concept of "two ages" in the New Testament: the present evil age and the age to come characterized by resurrection and eternal life. He also examines the Kingdom of God, tracing its Old Testament roots and its inauguration, expansion, and future consummation through Christ. Finally, Peterson emphasizes the crucial principle of the "already and not yet," explaining how New Testament realities are both present fulfillments of prophecy and anticipations of future completion.
2.  25 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Peterson, Church & Last Things, Session 11 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (TheologyTheology, PetersonChurch & Last Things). 



3. Briefing Document: Peterson, Church & Last Things, Session 11, Introduction, 2 Ages, Already but Not Yet

Top of Form
Briefing Document: Key Themes and Ideas from Peterson's "Church and Last Things," Session 11
This briefing document summarizes the main themes and important ideas presented in Dr. Robert A. Peterson's lecture, "Last Things Introduction, Two Ages, Kingdom of God, Already and Not Yet," which serves as an introduction to his series on eschatology.
I. Introduction to Eschatology:
· Peterson begins by stating the shift in focus from the doctrine of the church to the "topic of the last things." He emphasizes the importance of being "careful and biblical and major on majors and minor on minors" in studying eschatology.
· He provides an overview of the topics to be covered in the subsequent sessions: death and the intermediate state, the second coming of Christ, signs of the times, the millennium, the resurrection of the body, the last judgment, and the eternal state (resurrected existence on a new earth for the righteous and eternal hell for the unrighteous).
· The session focuses on three foundational introductory ideas: the two ages, the kingdom of God, and the already and not yet.
II. The Two Ages:
· Biblical Contrast: The New Testament frequently contrasts the "present age" and the "age to come" (or "this age" and "that age"). Peterson cites several passages to illustrate this distinction:
· Matthew 12:32: Jesus speaks of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit not being forgiven "either in this age or the age to come." Peterson clarifies that this is to emphasize the finality of the unforgiveness and not to suggest forgiveness is possible for other sins in the future.
· Luke 20:34-36: In response to the Sadducees' question about marriage in the resurrection, Jesus states, "The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, for they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection." This highlights the differing characteristics of the two ages, with marriage belonging to the present age.
· Characteristics of the Ages: Peterson outlines the distinct features of each age based on scriptural references:
· This Age: Characterized by "evil" (Galatians 1:4), "spiritual blindness" (2 Corinthians 4:4 - "the god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers"), and "spiritual death" (Ephesians 2:1-2).
· The Age to Come: Characterized by "the resurrection of the dead" (Luke 20:35-36), "no death," "eternal life" (Luke 18:30), and "the riches of God's grace" (Ephesians 2:7 - "so that in the coming ages God might show the immeasurable riches of his grace").
· Jewish Roots: The concept of two ages is not unique to the New Testament but has roots in Jewish writings between the testaments. Jesus and the apostles, being products of their time, adopted this terminology.
· Overlap and Consummation: Peterson introduces the idea that from an Old Testament perspective, the "consummation of the ages has already come" in this present age (1 Corinthians 10:11 - believers are those "on whom the end of the ages has come"). He explains this in the context of the Israelites' experiences serving as an example for New Testament believers.
· "Last Days": He also notes that the Old Testament uses "last days" to sometimes refer to the future, but Hebrews (1:2) uses "these last days" to refer to the present time of Christ's coming and speaking through his Son. Similarly, Hebrews 9:26 speaks of Christ appearing "once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by his sacrifice."
· Tasting the Powers of the Age to Come (Hebrews 6:5): Peterson addresses the controversial passage in Hebrews 6:5, where some who fall away are described as having "tasted the powers of the age to come." He disagrees with the interpretation that the future mysteriously becomes present. Instead, he aligns with the view that the present experience of believers is an "anticipation through the spirit of the age to come." He emphasizes that "the present is a precursor of the future."
· Foundational Theology: Peterson concludes this section by stressing that "the two-age theology is foundational for New Testament eschatology."
III. The Kingdom of God:
· Old Testament Roots: The concept of the kingdom of God has deep roots in the Old Testament, where "God is the king." Psalm 103:19 is cited: "The Lord has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all." This rule extends to angels and human beings, especially God's covenant people, Israel (2 Samuel 7, Davidic covenant). Waltke's distinction between God's general kingdom and his special kingdom over his people is mentioned.
· New Testament Inauguration, Expansion, and Consummation: Peterson outlines three phases of the kingdom in the New Testament:
· Inauguration: The kingdom was inaugurated in Jesus' public ministry. Matthew 12:28 is central: "But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you." This follows Jesus' exorcisms being attributed to Beelzebub. Both John the Baptist and Jesus announced, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Jesus' teaching, healings, and exorcisms were all part of this inauguration. Luke's account refers to casting out demons by "the finger of God," a metaphor for the power of God.
· Expansion: The kingdom is expanded when Jesus sits at God's right hand after his death, resurrection, and ascension. Acts 5:31 describes God exalting Jesus "at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins." Peterson quotes Howard Marshall, highlighting Luke's portrayal of Jesus continuing his work through the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts. Ephesians 1:19-23 emphasizes Jesus' present reign "far above all rule and authority and power and dominion... not only in this age but also in the age to come." Colossians 1:13-14 also speaks of believers being "transferred... into the kingdom of his beloved Son."
· Consummation: The kingdom will only be fully consummated at the second coming of Christ. Matthew 25:31ff (the sheep and goats judgment) depicts Jesus returning in glory to sit on his throne and judge the nations, inheriting the kingdom prepared for them. 1 Corinthians 15:22-28 describes Christ reigning until all enemies, including death, are put under his feet, and then ultimately delivering the kingdom to God the Father.
· Spiritual Kingdom: Peterson notes that the kingdom is a spiritual one, and the miracles and healings performed by Jesus were "just a foretaste" of the future resurrection and life in the new earth.
IV. The Already and Not Yet:
· Fundamental Principle: Peterson declares that "nothing is more important as far as a fundamental principle of last things than the already and not yet."
· Linear Fulfillment: "Already" signifies that Old Testament promises have been fulfilled in the present. "Not yet" indicates that the full realization of these promises is still to come.
· Biblical Language: The "already" is evident in biblical language, such as 1 John 2:18: "Children, it is the last hour... now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know it is the last hour." This highlights that the "last days" are not solely a future concept but have already begun with Christ's coming.
· Universal Application: Peterson asserts that "every major feature of last things is already and not yet." He provides examples:
· Antichrist: While 1 John speaks of "many antichrists" already present, Peterson believes (in line with 2 Thessalonians 2) that there is still a future, single "antichrist figure" yet to come.
· Salvation and Condemnation: John 3:17-18 shows that believers "are not condemned" (already), but the fullness of justification will be revealed on the last day (not yet). Conversely, those who do not believe "are condemned already," while final condemnation awaits the last judgment (not yet).
· Second Coming: John 14:3 promises "I will come again" (not yet). However, John 14:23 suggests an "already" aspect of Jesus and the Father coming to make their home with those who love and obey him. Pentecost can also be seen as Jesus coming in the Spirit (already), without negating the future second coming.
· Resurrection: John 5:24-25 speaks of believers having "passed from death to life" and an "hour... now here" when the dead hear the voice of the Son of God and live (spiritual resurrection/regeneration - already). John 5:28-29 then refers to a future "hour... when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice" and come forth for the resurrection of life or judgment (physical resurrection - not yet).
· Tension and Implications: Believers live in this tension between the already and the not yet. This should lead to both realism and optimism. Peterson criticizes "overly realized eschatologies" that deny the "not yet" aspects, using funeral examples where grief and the reality of death as an enemy are not acknowledged. He emphasizes that a Christian funeral should be "bittersweet," acknowledging both the believer's presence with the Lord (already) and the pain and loss experienced in this age of death (not yet). Death, as 1 Corinthians 15:26 states, is the "last enemy" and is "not yet finally overcome."
· Conclusion: Peterson reiterates that the church and individual believers live in the tension between God's fulfilled and yet-to-be-fulfilled promises, leading to a realistic understanding of the present while looking forward to the future consummation.
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4.  Study Guide: Peterson, Church & Last Things, Session 11, Introduction, 2 Ages, Already but Not Yet
Top of Form
Study Guide: Introduction to Last Things
Key Concepts:
· The Two Ages: The New Testament framework contrasting the present age (characterized by evil, spiritual blindness, and death) and the age to come (characterized by resurrection, eternal life, and God's grace).
· Kingdom of God: The reign and rule of God, inaugurated by Jesus in his earthly ministry, expanded through his ascension and session at God's right hand, and to be consummated at his second coming.
· Already and Not Yet: A fundamental principle of New Testament eschatology indicating that Old Testament promises have been inaugurated and are experienced in part in the present (the "already"), but their full realization awaits the future (the "not yet").
Quiz:
1. Describe the primary distinction between "this age" and "the age to come" as presented in the New Testament. Provide one example from the text to support your answer.
2. Explain the three phases of the Kingdom of God as outlined in the lecture. What event marks the beginning of each phase?
3. What does the concept of "already" signify in the "already and not yet" framework of eschatology? Give an example of something that is considered "already" present.
4. How did Jesus' casting out of demons relate to the inauguration of the Kingdom of God, according to Matthew 12:28? Explain the significance of this event.
5. In what ways does the present age demonstrate characteristics of evil, spiritual blindness, and spiritual death, according to the source material? Provide one specific scriptural reference for each characteristic.
6. Explain how the experience of New Testament believers tasting the "powers of the age to come" (Hebrews 6:5) is interpreted in the lecture. What contrasting view is mentioned and why does the lecturer disagree?
7. According to the lecture, what are the key commonalities shared by the four main millennial viewpoints? Why does the lecturer emphasize these commonalities?
8. How does the passage in 1 Corinthians 10:11 relate to the idea that the "end of the ages has come"? What was the specific context Paul was addressing?
9. Explain how salvation and condemnation can be understood through the lens of the "already and not yet." What scriptural support is provided for this understanding?
10. Why does the lecturer caution against an "overly realized eschatology," particularly in the context of death and mourning at a Christian funeral?
Answer Key:
1. The New Testament contrasts the present age, which is characterized by negative aspects like evil and death (Galatians 1:4), with the age to come, which is marked by positive realities such as resurrection and eternal life (Luke 20:35-36, Luke 18:30). For example, Jesus states that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven "either in this age or the age to come" (Matthew 12:32), clearly distinguishing between these two periods.
2. The three phases of the Kingdom of God are inauguration, expansion, and consummation. The kingdom was inaugurated during Jesus' public ministry through his teachings, miracles, and exorcisms. It is currently being expanded as Jesus sits at God's right hand, bestowing gifts like repentance and forgiveness. The kingdom will be fully consummated at Jesus' second coming (Matthew 25:31).
3. The concept of "already" signifies that the promises of the Old Testament have begun to be fulfilled in the present age through the coming of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit. An example is the statement in 1 John 2:18, "already many antichrists have gone out into the world," indicating a present reality related to end-times themes.
4. When Jesus cast out demons by the Spirit of God (or the finger of God, according to Luke), he stated, "then the kingdom of God has come upon you" (Matthew 12:28). This event demonstrated that God's power and reign were breaking into the present age through Jesus' ministry, marking the inauguration of the Kingdom.
5. This age is characterized by evil, as stated in Galatians 1:4 where Jesus died to deliver us from "this present evil age." Spiritual blindness is evident in 2 Corinthians 4:4, which says "the god of this world [or age] has blinded the minds of unbelievers." Ephesians 2:1 describes spiritual death, stating, "And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked."
6. The lecture interprets the tasting of the "powers of the age to come" as the present experience of these blessings in anticipation through the Holy Spirit, rather than the future mysteriously entering the present. The lecturer disagrees with George Ladd's view of the future becoming present, favoring the idea that the present is a precursor of the future, as taught by David Lloyd Jones.
7. The lecturer states that the four main millennial viewpoints (amillennialism, postmillennialism, historic premillennialism, and dispensational premillennialism) share the most important truths in common: the second coming of Christ, the resurrection, the last judgment, and eternal destinies. Emphasizing these commonalities promotes unity and recognizes the foundational aspects of eschatology.
8. In 1 Corinthians 10:11, Paul states that the events that happened to the Israelites in the wilderness "were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come." This relates to the idea that from the perspective of the Old Testament and its expectations, the coming of Christ and the New Covenant represent the fulfillment and culmination of those ages. Paul was addressing the Corinthians' misunderstanding that partaking in the Lord's Supper gave them immunity from sin.
9. Salvation is "already" experienced by those who believe in Jesus Christ, as John 3:18 states, "Whoever believes in him is not condemned." However, the fullness of salvation and final justification will be revealed in the "not yet," on the last day. Similarly, condemnation is "already" a reality for those who do not believe (John 3:18), but its ultimate manifestation will occur in the future judgment.
10. The lecturer cautions against an "overly realized eschatology" because it fails to acknowledge the "not yet" aspects of God's promises, leading to an unrealistic view of the present. In the context of death, denying the pain and loss through an overemphasis on victory neglects the reality that death is still an enemy and not yet finally overcome (1 Corinthians 15:26), thus hindering proper mourning and a balanced perspective.
Essay Format Questions:
1. Discuss the significance of the "two ages" framework for understanding New Testament eschatology. How does this distinction shape our understanding of the present and the future?
2. Trace the development of the Kingdom of God throughout Scripture, from its Old Testament roots to its inauguration, expansion, and future consummation in the New Testament.
3. Analyze the principle of "already and not yet" as the most important key to understanding eschatology. Provide specific examples from the lecture to illustrate its pervasive nature in doctrines of the last things.
4. Compare and contrast the characteristics of the present age and the age to come, drawing on the scriptural references provided in the lecture. What implications does this contrast have for Christian living?
5. Evaluate the lecturer's approach to the different millennial viewpoints. Why does he emphasize commonalities and acknowledge strengths despite holding his own view? What does this approach suggest about the nature of theological debate in eschatology?


Glossary of Key Terms:
· Eschatology: The theological study of last things or end-times events.
· Two Ages: The fundamental New Testament concept dividing history into the present age (characterized by sin and death) and the future age to come (characterized by resurrection and eternal life).
· Inauguration: The beginning or commencement of something; in this context, the start of the Kingdom of God through Jesus' earthly ministry.
· Expansion: The growth and spread of the Kingdom of God after Jesus' ascension, particularly through the work of the Holy Spirit and the church.
· Consummation: The final completion or fulfillment of something; in this context, the ultimate realization of the Kingdom of God at Christ's second coming.
· Already and Not Yet: A key eschatological framework recognizing that God's promises have been partially fulfilled in Christ's first coming and the present work of the Spirit ("already"), but their full realization awaits his second coming ("not yet").
· Intermediate State: The condition of believers after death and before the resurrection of the body.
· Millennium: A thousand-year period, often referring to the reign of Christ as described in Revelation 20, with various interpretations among Christians.
· Resurrection: The future raising of believers from the dead to new, glorified life.
· Last Judgment: The final judgment by God of all humanity at the end of the age.
· Eternal State: The unending condition of both the righteous (in a new heaven and new earth) and the unrighteous (in eternal hell) after the last judgment.
· Realized Eschatology: An overemphasis on the present, "already" aspects of eschatological promises, sometimes to the neglect of the future, "not yet" aspects.
· Parousia: A Greek term commonly used to refer to the second coming or return of Christ.
· Session (of Christ): The act of Christ sitting at the right hand of God after his ascension, signifying his present reign and authority.
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5. FAQs on Peterson, Church & Last Things, Session 11, Introduction, 2 Ages, Already but Not Yet, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)

Top of Form
Frequently Asked Questions: Understanding "Last Things"
1. What are the "last things" and what topics will be covered in this study?
The "last things," also known as eschatology, refer to the biblical teachings about the end times and the future of God's kingdom and humanity. This study will cover a range of topics including the concept of the two ages (the present age and the age to come), the kingdom of God (its inauguration, expansion, and consummation), the principle of the "already and not yet," death and the intermediate state, the second coming of Christ, the signs of the times, the millennium (as described in Revelation 20), the resurrection of the body, the last judgment, and the eternal state (including the new earth for the righteous and eternal hell for the unrighteous).
2. How does the New Testament describe the "two ages"?
The New Testament frequently contrasts the "present age" and the "age to come." The present age is characterized by evil, spiritual blindness (due to the influence of the "god of this age," Satan), and spiritual death. In contrast, the age to come is marked by the resurrection of the dead, the absence of death, eternal life, and the immeasurable riches of God's grace. This distinction was also present in Jewish writings between the Old and New Testaments and was adopted by Jesus and the apostles.
3. What is the "kingdom of God" according to this study?
The kingdom of God, while a New Testament concept, has deep roots in the Old Testament where God is depicted as the ultimate king ruling over all. In the New Testament, the kingdom of God is inaugurated by Jesus in his public ministry (through his teaching, healings, and exorcisms), expanded as Jesus sits at God's right hand (bestowing repentance and forgiveness), and will be fully consummated at his second coming when he will rule universally. It is understood as the reign and rule of God, now spiritually and in the future outwardly.


4. What does it mean that the kingdom of God is "already" here?
The "already" aspect of the kingdom of God refers to its inauguration in Jesus' earthly ministry. When Jesus cast out demons by the Spirit of God (or the "finger of God"), he declared that the kingdom of God had come upon the people (Matthew 12:28). This means that God's reign has broken into the present age through the person and work of Jesus, bringing newness and power, even though its fullness is yet to come.
5. In what sense is the kingdom of God "not yet" fully realized?
While the kingdom of God has been inaugurated and is currently being expanded, it is "not yet" fully consummated. This will occur at the second coming of Christ, when he will return in glory, sit on his throne, judge all nations, and establish his universal reign. Passages like Matthew 25:31 and 1 Corinthians 15:24-28 describe this future consummation when Christ will deliver the fully realized kingdom to God the Father after all enemies, including death, have been defeated.
6. What is the significance of the "already and not yet" principle in understanding "last things"?
The "already and not yet" is presented as the most important fundamental principle for studying eschatology. It means that many of the blessings and realities associated with the age to come have already been inaugurated in the present age through Christ and the Holy Spirit, but they are not yet experienced in their fullness. This tension is evident in various aspects of eschatology, such as salvation (already received, but final justification is future), the second coming (Jesus came in the Spirit at Pentecost, but will return physically), the defeat of Antichrist (many antichrists have come, but a final figure is expected), and resurrection (spiritual resurrection in regeneration is now, but physical resurrection is future).
7. How does the "already and not yet" principle affect the Christian life, particularly in response to suffering and death?
The "already and not yet" principle calls believers to live in a tension of realism and optimism. We have already received the Holy Spirit and the blessings of salvation, giving us hope and strength. However, we also live in a world still affected by sin and death ("not yet"). This means that while we rejoice in our present spiritual blessings and future hope, we should also be realistic about the presence of suffering, loss, and the reality of death as an enemy. Christian funerals, for example, should acknowledge both the victory in Christ ("already" in the believer's presence with the Lord) and the sorrow and loss experienced ("not yet" the final defeat of death and resurrection of the body).
8. How should Christians approach differing views on eschatological details, such as the millennium?
While certain fundamental aspects of eschatology (like the second coming, resurrection, last judgment, and eternal destinies) are central, there are different evangelical viewpoints on more specific issues like the millennium. It is important to acknowledge that these different viewpoints (amillennialism, postmillennialism, and premillennialism) often share the most important truths. While engaging with different interpretations and holding one's own view, it is crucial to maintain graciousness, recognize potential truths in other perspectives, and avoid elevating debatable matters to the same level of certainty as core doctrines. The focus should remain on the shared foundational beliefs about Christ's return and the ultimate triumph of God's kingdom.
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