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1. Abstract of Oswalt, 1 & 2 Kings, Session 12.3, 1 Kings 14-15,
Part 3, Biblicalelearning.org, BelL

Dr. Oswalt's lecture focuses on King Asa of Judah, highlighting his 41-year reign as a
period of stability and faithfulness to God. Asa is commended for his efforts in
removing idols and male shrine prostitutes, actions that demonstrated his wholehearted
devotion. However, the lecture acknowledges Asa's imperfection, specifically his
failure to remove the high places and his reliance on an alliance with Syria instead of
solely trusting in God. Despite these shortcomings, Asa's overall commitment is seen as
an encouraging example of a heart devoted to God. The lecture concludes by cautioning
against placing hope in human leaders, even good ones like Asa, emphasizing that true
hope lies in the unwavering grace of God.

2. 10 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Oswalt, 1 & 2 Kings, Session 12.3 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Historical Books = Kings).
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onlzZ2_2.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Oswalt, 1 & 2 Kings, Session 12.3,

1 Kings 14-15, Part 3

Okay, here's a briefing document based on the provided excerpt from Dr. John Oswalt's
lecture on 1 Kings 14-15, specifically focusing on the reign of King Asa of Judah.

Briefing Document: King Asa of Judah (1 Kings 14-15)

Source: Excerpts from "Oswalt_Kings_EN_Session12_3.pdf" (Dr. John Oswalt)

Main Themes:

Asa as a Stabilizing Force: The lecture emphasizes Asa's importance in providing
stability to Judah during a turbulent period when the Northern Kingdom of Israel
was experiencing upheaval. He is presented as an "anchor" who "laid the
foundation, hooked the anchor in, and made it possible for them to survive as
long as they did."

Asa's Righteousness and Imperfection: Asa is portrayed as a generally righteous
king who "did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father David had
done." He actively removed idols and male shrine prostitutes from the land, even
deposing his grandmother for idolatry. However, he did not remove the high
places entirely, which the lecturer interprets not as a deliberate act of
disobedience, but perhaps as a lack of full understanding or awareness.

The Importance of a "Whole Heart": A central theme is the idea of having a heart
"completely God's, perfect toward the Lord all his life." This is contrasted with his
father's "divided heart." The lecture explores the tension between having a
dedicated heart and imperfect actions, suggesting that a commitment to God
should lead to growth, but also offering grace for unintentional shortcomings.

The Danger of Self-Reliance vs. Trusting God: The lecture highlights Asa's mistake
in relying on the King of Syria for help against Baasha of Israel, rather than
seeking God's guidance. This is presented as a failure to wait on God and act
according to His will. The consequences of this self-reliance were that Asa was
told he would have more wars going forward.

The "Feet of Clay" of Biblical Heroes: The lecture concludes with the observation
that even the good kings in Judah, including Asa, have flaws and failures. This is
presented as a realistic portrayal of human nature and a reminder that our hope
should not be placed in any human being, but in God alone.



Key Ideas and Facts:

Asa's Reign: Asa reigned for 41 years in Judah (1 Kings 15:10).

Removal of Idolatry: Asa expelled male shrine prostitutes and removed idols,
including deposing his grandmother Maacah for creating an Asherah idol (1 Kings
15:12-13).

High Places: Asa did not remove the high places, but his heart was considered
"perfect toward the Lord" (1 Kings 15:14). This is interpreted as a lack of
understanding and not intentional rebellion.

War with Baasha: Asa faced war with Baasha, the king of Israel, and sought help
from the King of Syria (1 Kings 15:16-20).

Hanani's Rebuke: The seer Hanani rebuked Asa for relying on the King of Syria
instead of God (2 Chronicles 16:7-9).

Asa's Reaction: Asa imprisoned Hanani and inflicted cruelties on some of the
people (2 Chronicles 16:10).

The Pattern of Good Kings with Flawed Endings: The lecture notes that all the
"good" kings of Judah ultimately had moral or leadership failures, emphasizing
the limitations of human beings.

Key Quotes:

"In the South, in the South, an anchor. And in many ways, | think Asa is the reason
why Judah survived as long as they did."

"Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father David had done."

"Although he did not remove the high places, Asa's heart was completely God's,
perfect toward the Lord all his life."

"Our hope is not in any human being. No matter how good they are, no matter
how fine they are, if we put our hope in a human, he or she will fail us. Our hope
is in Yahweh and in his son, Jesus Christ."

"Because you have relied on this king of Assyria and didn't rely on the Lord, your
God, the army of the king of Assyria has escaped you."



Implications and Applications:

e Leadership and Faithfulness: The lecture prompts reflection on the qualities of
good leadership, the importance of faithfulness to God, and the need to seek
God's guidance in decision-making.

e Grace and Growth: It offers a balanced perspective on striving for holiness while
acknowledging human imperfection.

o The Nature of Hope: It emphasizes the ultimate need to place our hope in God
rather than in any human leader or institution.

« Waiting on God: It encourages listeners to wait on God and seek his will before
acting, even when under pressure.

This briefing document provides a concise overview of the key themes and ideas
presented in the provided excerpt about King Asa.



4. Study Guide: Oswalt, 1 & 2 Kings, Session 12.3,

1 Kings 14-15, Part 3

Asa: Anchor of Judah

Quiz

Answer each question in 2-3 sentences, drawing from the source material.

1.
2.

9.

Why is Asa's reign considered significant for the kingdom of Judah?

What actions did Asa take to demonstrate his commitment to the Lord, according
to the text?

How did Asa address the issue of idolatry during his reign?

Explain the apparent contradiction in the text regarding Asa's "perfect heart" and
his failure to remove the high places.

What is the significance of Asa's decision to seek help from the king of Syria
against Baasha, king of Israel?

How did the seer Hanani respond to Asa's alliance with Syria?

According to the text, what was the deeper issue behind Asa's decision to rely on
the king of Syria?

How does the passage characterize the end of Asa's reign, and what is the
significance of this characterization?

Why does the passage emphasize the "feet of clay" of biblical heroes like Asa?

10. What is the ultimate source of hope according to the speaker?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

2.

Asa's 41-year reign provided stability for Judah at a time when the northern
kingdom of Israel was experiencing constant upheaval. He is seen as an "anchor"
who allowed Judah to survive longer than it might have otherwise.

Asa demonstrated his commitment to the Lord by expelling male shrine
prostitutes, removing idols, deposing his grandmother Maacah for idolatry, and
worshipping the Lord wholeheartedly. These actions reflected a heart that was
"completely God's."



. Asa actively destroyed idols that his ancestors had made and took action against
those who promoted idolatrous practices. This included deposing his own
grandmother, Maacah, from her position as queen mother for creating an
Asherah image.

. The text explains that Asa's "perfect heart" should be understood in light of his
ignorance regarding the proper place to worship God. While he worshipped
Yahweh, he allowed worship in the "high places" instead of only in the designated
place prescribed in Deuteronomy.

. Asa sought help from the king of Syria to alleviate the pressure being exerted by
Baasha of Israel who was pushing Judah’s border southward. Asa sent money to
Syria, asking them to attack Israel.

. Hanani confronted Asa for relying on the king of Syria instead of relying on the
Lord. He said that because Asa did not rely on God, the army of the king of Syria
had escaped him.

. The deeper issue behind Asa's decision was that he acted impulsively, seeking a
solution in his own strength without first seeking God's guidance. He ran ahead of
God instead of waiting for God’s direction.

. The passage notes that the end of Asa's reign is marked by a dark note,
characterized by a moral failure: he imprisoned the seer and inflicted cruelties on
his people. This pattern is common among the "good kings" of Judah, highlighting
the limitations of human leadership.

. The emphasis on the "feet of clay" of biblical heroes serves to remind readers
that even the best individuals are flawed and prone to failure. This underscores
the idea that hope should not be placed in humans but in God.

10. According to the speaker, the ultimate source of hope is Yahweh and His son,

Jesus Christ. Unlike humans, God never fails, and reliance on Him provides a
steadfast foundation for hope.



Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the significance of Asa's reign in the context of the divided kingdom. How
did Asa's leadership differ from that of the kings of Israel, and what impact did
this have on the kingdom of Judah?

Explore the theme of reliance on God versus reliance on human strategies in the
story of Asa. How does the passage illustrate the dangers of prioritizing human
solutions over seeking divine guidance, and what lessons can be drawn from this?

Analyze the tension between Asa's "perfect heart" and his failure to remove the
high places. What does this contradiction reveal about the nature of faith,
obedience, and human limitations?

Examine the passage's assertion that all "good kings" in Judah experienced a
"dark note" at the end of their reigns. What implications does this pattern have
for understanding the nature of leadership and the human condition?

Evaluate the overall message of the passage, focusing on the importance of
placing hope in God rather than in human beings. How does the story of Asa
contribute to this message, and what practical implications does it have for

contemporary readers?



Glossary of Key Terms

e Asa: King of Judah (913-873 BC), known for his reforms and initial faithfulness to
God.

e Judah: The southern kingdom of Israel after the kingdom divided following
Solomon's reign.

e Israel: Refers to the Northern Kingdom after the split.
e Jeroboam: The first king of the northern kingdom of Israel after the split.

e Baasha: King of Israel who succeeded Nadab and threatened Judah during Asa's
reign.

e High Places: Locations outside of the Temple of Jerusalem where sacrifices and
worship were offered. According to Deuteronomy, this was forbidden.

o Deuteronomy: The fifth book of the Old Testament that contains the laws given
by Moses to the Israelites.

e Queen Mother: A position of power and influence held by the king's mother in
Judah.

o Idols: Images or representations of deities, often used in pagan worship.
e Hanani: A seer who confronted Asa for relying on Syria instead of God.

e Syria: A neighboring kingdom to the northeast of Israel, often involved in conflicts
and alliances with both Israel and Judah.

e Anchor: As used in this text, it refers to Asa’s ability to stabilize Judah amid
tumultuous circumstances.

o Feet of Clay: A metaphor used to describe the flaws and weaknesses of otherwise
admirable or heroic figures.

e Perfect Heart: In the context of the passage, a heart that is completely devoted to
God, though not necessarily flawless in action or understanding.



5. FAQs on Oswalt, 1 & 2 Kings, Session 12.3, 1 Kings 14-15,
Part 3, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on King Asa of Judah (Based on Oswalt, Kings, Session 12, Part 3)
Q1: Why is King Asa considered significant in the history of Judah?

Asa is seen as a stabilizing force and an anchor for Judah during a tumultuous period
when the Northern Kingdom of Israel was experiencing significant upheaval. His 41-year
reign provided a measure of stability and his commitment to the Lord laid a foundation
that contributed to Judah's survival.

Q2: What were some of Asa's initial actions upon becoming king, and what do they
reveal about his character?

Asa "did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father David had done." He
actively purged idolatry from the land by expelling male shrine prostitutes and removing
idols made by his ancestors. He even deposed his grandmother, Maacah, from her
position as queen mother for creating an Asherah idol, showing his commitment to
eradicating pagan worship and prioritizing devotion to God, even when it meant
challenging established power structures.

Q3: The text mentions Asa did not remove the high places, yet his heart was
"completely God's." How can these two seemingly contradictory statements be
reconciled?

The high places, at this time, were not necessarily places of pagan worship but locations
where Yahweh was worshipped throughout the country, which ran contrary to the
Deuteronomic law of worshipping him in one place. Asa's failure to remove them is
viewed as a matter of ignorance rather than intentional disobedience. His heart was
completely devoted to God, indicating a genuine and unwavering commitment to the
Lord, even if his actions were not perfect in every detail. It suggests that God values
intention and commitment alongside performance.
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Q4: How did Asa respond to the threat of war from Baasha, the king of Israel, and
what were the consequences of his actions?

Faced with Baasha's aggression, Asa sought an alliance with the king of Syria, sending
him money to attack Israel and relieve the pressure on Judah. While this strategy was
successful in a practical sense, it was criticized by the seer Hanani because Asa relied on
the king of Syria instead of relying on God. As a consequence, Asa was told that he
would face more wars in the future. This episode demonstrates the importance of
seeking God's guidance in every situation, rather than relying solely on human solutions.

Q5: What does the story of Asa teach about relying on earthly help versus relying on
God?

The narrative emphasizes the importance of seeking God's guidance before relying on
earthly solutions. It is not necessarily wrong to seek human assistance, but it is crucial to
first discern whether that is what God wants to do in a particular situation. Asa's mistake
was in impulsively seeking help from Syria without first consulting God's will, highlighting
the need to trust God and wait for His direction.

Q6: What ultimately happened to Asa after being confronted by the seer Hanani?

Asa was angered by Hanani's rebuke and had him imprisoned. Asa also inflicted cruelties
upon some of his people. This demonstrates a significant moral failure in Asa's reign and
a departure from his earlier righteousness.

Q7: The passage notes that every "good" king in Judah ultimately faced moral failures.
Why is this significant, and what does it teach?

The fact that even the "good" kings of Judah, including Asa, experienced moral and
leadership failures underscores the fundamental imperfection of humanity. It teaches
that our hope should not be placed in any human being, no matter how righteous or

capable they may seem. Instead, our ultimate hope must be in God, who is unfailingly
faithful.

Q8: What is the central message or takeaway from the story of King Asa?

The story of Asa provides a complex portrait of a man who was fundamentally good and
dedicated to God, yet still subject to human fallibility. It teaches the importance of
wholehearted devotion to God, the need to seek His guidance in all decisions, and the
recognition that our hope must ultimately rest in God's grace rather than in any human
leader or our own perfectibility. It acknowledges the value of righteous leadership while
pointing to the ultimate source of hope in God, who never fails.



