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1. Abstract of Oswalt, 1 & 2 Kings, Session 8, 1 Kings 8, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

John Oswalt's lecture on 1 Kings 8 explores the significance of the temple dedication by Solomon. Oswalt emphasizes that the temple represents God's desire to dwell with humanity, a theme echoed in the New Testament. He connects the temple dedication to the Feast of Tabernacles, highlighting the themes of remembrance of sin and God's faithfulness. Oswalt analyzes Solomon's prayer, focusing on God's promise-keeping nature and the importance of obedience and a completely devoted heart. The lecture underscores that the temple is not merely a place for ritual, but a house of prayer and an invitation from God.
2.  12 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Oswalt, 1 & 2 Kings, Session 8 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Historical Books  Kings). 





3. Briefing Document: Oswalt, 1 & 2 Kings, Session 8, 1 Kings 8Top of Form
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Okay, here is a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the provided excerpts of Dr. John Oswalt's lecture on 1 Kings 8.
Briefing Document: Oswalt on 1 Kings 8
Overall Theme: The central theme of 1 Kings 8, particularly Solomon's dedication of the Temple, is about God's desire for intimate relationship and residence within humanity. The Temple is not merely a structure for ritual manipulation but a symbol of God's invitation to commune with Him. This is foreshadowed in the Tabernacle and ultimately fulfilled through Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in believers.
Key Ideas and Facts:
1. God's Dwelling Place: The Temple, like the Tabernacle before it, represents God's desire to "come home to the human heart." Oswalt emphasizes that this idea is clarified in Ephesians 2 and 3, where believers are described as "his house" and a "holy temple for the Lord" where God lives by His Spirit. He quotes Ephesians 2:19-22: "So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens, along with all of God's holy people... We are his house." This extends beyond a physical building to a spiritual reality.
2. Christianity Beyond Ritual: Oswalt stresses that Christianity is more than ethics, theology, or a worldview. He says, "Christianity, unless it is that living relationship with God, is nothing." He emphasizes the vital importance of a living relationship with Christ, contrasting it with simply adhering to ethical ideals, theological constructs, or worldviews. "All that pales beside the reality of Christ in you, the hope of glory."
3. Solomon's Understanding: Oswalt presents Solomon as being at his best in chapter 8, understanding God's character and promises. However, he also notes the tragedy of Solomon's later life, pointing out that "You can know all the stuff there is to know, but if you're not applying it to your life, day after day, it doesn't count for much."


4. Feast of Booths (Tabernacles/Tents): The dedication occurred during the Feast of Booths, a harvest festival. Oswalt provides background on this feast, explaining its origins as a temporary dwelling during the harvest and its connection to the Israelites' time in the desert. It served as a reminder of God's provision and their sins. He notes the contrast between the Israelites' remembrance of their sins and God's goodness during this time versus the pagan wake/orgy for their vegetation god.
5. The Ark of the Covenant: The prominent placement of the Ark of the Covenant (covenant box) being brought into the temple is significant. Oswalt emphasizes this as a symbolic place for "meeting God" and a reminder that this was at the heart of their covenant and identity. "This makes us who we are. Eat your hearts out, Gentiles. We have this arrangement with God that defines us."
6. The Glory of God: The cloud filling the Temple symbolizes God's "glory," which, in Hebrew (kavod), signifies solidity, weightiness, and reality. It's not a fleeting glimpse but a tangible presence. Oswalt explains that "The glory of God is like a brick wall… It's the solidity of His presence." This stands in contrast to a modern, Western understanding of glory as something ephemeral. This is not just about filling the physical building; it's about God's reality giving the world its reality.
7. The Importance of God's Name: The Temple was built "for the name of Yahweh," not for personal glory or religious manipulation. The name represents God's reputation and character, which is characterized by covenant faithfulness and hesed love (unfailing, steadfast devotion).
8. Temple as a House of Prayer: Solomon's prayer reveals that the Temple's primary function is not sacrifice (though sacrifices were made), but as a "house of prayer," a place where God invites intimate communication. Solomon understood, "ritual does nothing to God… Rather, it is a place where God invites us."
9. Conditions for Prayer: Solomon lists various situations in which people can bring their prayers to God at the Temple: feeling wronged, defeat in battle, lack of rain, disaster, disease, being a foreigner, going to war, and exile. God promises to hear and render judgment, forgive sin, and answer prayers, ultimately to reveal His name and character to all.


10. Solomon's Blessing & God's Nature: Solomon's blessing highlights God's nature as one who fulfills His word, gives rest to His people, and never leaves nor forsakes them. He also prays that God will turn the people's hearts to obedience. "He gave rest to his people just as he promised... May he never leave us nor forsake us."
11. Walking in Obedience and Guarding God's Word: Oswalt defines the "Christian life" as a "walk" of obedience, driven by desire for God and our own good, not by fear or compulsion. "The picture is my loving father who says, honey, would you do this for me? Sure, dad. Sure." He emphasizes the importance of "guarding" God's word and our hearts, resisting the temptation to see how close to sin one can live, and instead, striving for closeness with Christ.
12. Joy in God's Faithfulness: The people's joy stems from God's proven faithfulness. "For all the good things the Lord had done for his servant and for his people, Israel. Why were they joyful? Because God had proven himself faithful." This is a constant source of joy despite the ups and downs of life.
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4.  Study Guide: Oswalt, 1 & 2 Kings, Session 8, 1 Kings 8
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Kings, Session 8: 1 Kings 8 - Study Guide
I. Key Concepts & Themes:
· God's Desire for Dwelling: The central theme of the tabernacle and temple is God's desire to dwell with humanity. This is prefigured in the Old Testament and fulfilled in the New Testament, particularly through the Holy Spirit indwelling believers (Ephesians 2 & 3).
· Solomon's Wisdom & Failure: Solomon demonstrates great wisdom and understanding of God's character during the temple dedication, but his later life shows a failure to apply this knowledge consistently.
· Feast of Booths (Tabernacles): This harvest festival served as a reminder of Israel's time in the desert, their dependence on God, and an opportunity to reflect on their sins (both intentional and unintentional) during the past year.
· The Ark of the Covenant: The ark is the central symbol of God's covenant with Israel, representing His presence and the agreement that defines their identity.
· The Glory of God (Kavod): God's glory is not merely a fleeting spectacle but a weighty, tangible reality. It signifies His solidity, presence, and significance in the world.
· The Temple as a House of Prayer: While temples were commonly associated with sacrifice, Solomon emphasizes that this temple is primarily a place for prayer and communication with God, not manipulation.
· God's Covenant Love (Hesed): Yahweh is unique because of His hesed – His unfailing, steadfast love and loyalty to His people, even when they are undeserving.
· Repentance as Action (Turn Around): Repentance is not merely feeling sorry but turning away from sin and actively choosing a new path of obedience.
· Holistic Commitment (Shalom/Perfect): The concept of being "perfect" (shalom) towards God does not mean flawlessness but rather a complete, undivided commitment and wholeness in relationship.
· Joy in God's Faithfulness: True joy stems from recognizing and trusting in God's faithfulness to His promises, rather than depending on the shifting circumstances of the world.
II. Quiz:
1. According to Ephesians 2 & 3, what is the ultimate purpose of God in relation to humanity, and how does this relate to the tabernacle and temple?
2. Why is Solomon's understanding of God during the temple dedication (1 Kings 8) considered significant, and what makes his later failures so tragic?
3. What is the significance of the Feast of Booths (Tabernacles) in the context of 1 Kings 8, and what did it commemorate for the Israelites?
4. What does the Ark of the Covenant symbolize in the Old Testament narrative, and why was it given so much space in the temple dedication account?
5. Explain the Hebrew concept of "kavod" (glory) and how it differs from the common understanding of "glory" in English.
6. According to Solomon's prayer in 1 Kings 8, what is the primary function of the temple, and how does this challenge typical understandings of temples in the ancient world?
7. What does the Hebrew word "hesed" convey about God's character, and why is it considered a unique aspect of Yahweh compared to other deities?
8. How should the word "repentance" be understood in the context of 1 Kings 8, and why is it more than just feeling bad about one's actions?
9. What does it mean to be "perfect" (shalom) toward God in 1 Kings 8, and how does this differ from the modern understanding of perfection?
10. According to the end of the passage from 1 Kings 8, what is the cause for true joy, and how does it relate to the circumstances of life?
III. Quiz - Answer Key:
1. God desires to dwell within humanity, making us His house or temple through the Holy Spirit. This echoes the purpose of the tabernacle and temple as places where God's presence was manifest among His people, now fulfilled in believers.
2. Solomon's understanding of God's character shows his potential for greatness, but his failure to consistently apply this understanding in his daily life underscores the importance of aligning knowledge with action. This reminds the reader that knowledge without application is useless.
3. It is a harvest festival that commemorates Israel's time in the desert and their dependence on God. It was also a time of remembering and repenting of their sins from the past year, including unintentional ones.
4. It symbolizes God's covenant relationship with Israel, serving as a reminder of His promises and their obligations. The large amount of space given to it shows its importance.
5. "Kavod" refers to the weighty, tangible reality of God's presence. It signifies solidity, substance, and significance, contrasting with the modern English understanding of "glory" as something fleeting or superficial.
6. The primary function of the temple is a house of prayer, where people can communicate with and seek God. This challenges the idea of temples as merely places of sacrifice and religious manipulation.
7. "Hesed" conveys God's steadfast, unfailing love and loyalty to His people, even when they don't deserve it. It emphasizes God's commitment to keeping His promises and demonstrating compassion.
8. "Repentance" is turning away from sin and actively choosing a new path of obedience. This is more than just remorse or feeling bad, it's action.
9. To be "perfect" (shalom) means a complete, undivided commitment and wholeness in relationship with God. It signifies hearts that are entirely His, without limits or rivals, rather than implying flawlessness.
10. True joy comes from God's faithfulness to His promises, not from the shifting circumstances of the world. This joy is rooted in the understanding that God is always present and reliable, regardless of external conditions.
IV. Essay Questions:
1. Explore the parallels between the Tabernacle/Temple in the Old Testament and the concept of believers as the temple of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament (referencing Ephesians 2 & 3). How does understanding the purpose of the physical temple illuminate the role and responsibility of believers today?
2. Analyze Solomon's prayer in 1 Kings 8, focusing on how it reflects a nuanced understanding of God's character and the nature of true worship. How does Solomon's perspective challenge or subvert common religious practices of his time?
3. Discuss the significance of the Feast of Booths (Tabernacles) in the context of 1 Kings 8, examining its historical roots, symbolic meaning, and its implications for understanding Israel's relationship with God.
4. Explain the concept of hesed (covenant love) as it is presented in 1 Kings 8 and other Old Testament passages. How does this concept shape our understanding of God's character and His relationship with humanity?
5. Compare and contrast the themes of repentance, forgiveness, and restoration in 1 Kings 8 with their manifestation in the New Testament. How does the understanding of these concepts evolve, and what continuities remain?
V. Glossary of Key Terms:
· Tabernacle: A portable sanctuary used by the Israelites during their wanderings in the desert, serving as a dwelling place for God's presence.
· Temple: A permanent structure built in Jerusalem by Solomon to replace the Tabernacle as the primary place of worship for the Israelites.
· Ark of the Covenant: A sacred chest containing the tablets of the Ten Commandments, representing God's presence and the covenant between God and Israel.
· Hesed: A Hebrew word referring to God's steadfast, unfailing love, loyalty, and covenant faithfulness.
· Kavod: A Hebrew word meaning "glory," referring to the weighty, tangible reality of God's presence and significance.
· Shalom: A Hebrew word meaning "peace," but also encompassing wholeness, completeness, and well-being.
· Repentance: Turning away from sin and actively choosing a new path of obedience.
· Feast of Booths (Tabernacles): A harvest festival commemorating Israel's time in the desert and their dependence on God.
· Rosh Hashanah: The Jewish New Year, celebrated in the fall.
· Day of Atonement: The day where people repent for the unintentional sins.
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5. FAQs on Oswalt, 1 & 2 Kings, Session 8, 1 Kings 8, Biblicalelearning.

Top of Form
Frequently Asked Questions: 1 Kings 8 and God's Dwelling
· What is the central theme of 1 Kings 8, particularly concerning the temple dedication?
· The central theme revolves around God's desire to dwell with humanity. The temple is not merely a religious structure but a symbol of God's invitation for intimate communication and relationship with His people. It represents God's promise-keeping nature and His commitment to being present with them. The temple is designed to display God's nature to the world, not to religiously manipulate him.
· What is the significance of the Ark of the Covenant being placed in the temple?
· The Ark of the Covenant represents the place where God meets with His people and holds the covenant, the very core of their identity. It signifies a faithful relationship with the Most High God, emphasizing remembrance and loyalty rather than idol worship or manipulation. Its prominent placement highlights the importance of the covenant in defining the relationship between God and Israel.
· What does the "cloud" that fills the temple symbolize?
· The cloud symbolizes God's glory. In Hebrew, glory (kavod) signifies weightiness, solidity, and tangible reality, not a fleeting or superficial concept. The cloud filling the temple means that the reality of God is present and so real, so substantial, that the priests cannot enter. This emphasizes God's presence as a substantial and powerful reality in the world.
· Why does Solomon focus on God's "name" being in the temple?
· The "name" represents God's reputation, character, and nature. The temple is built not for the sake of human leaders, but for Yahweh's name, so that when people see it, they will reflect on who God is. This highlights the temple's purpose as a place where the truth about God and His nature can be displayed to the world, a shadow of heaven.


· What specific characteristic of Yahweh is highlighted in Solomon's prayer?
· Solomon's prayer highlights Yahweh's covenant love (hesed): His unfailing, steadfast, and undying devotion to His people, even when they don't deserve it. This sets Yahweh apart from other gods because He keeps His promises. It also emphasizes the importance of a faithful, covenant relationship rather than religious manipulation. God swore by himself, and kept keeping the covenant, even as the people broke it repeatedly.
· What conditions does Solomon present in his prayer that can be brought before God at the temple?
· Solomon presents a range of conditions including feeling wronged by a neighbor, defeat in battle due to sin, drought, disaster, disease, the prayers of foreigners, wartime situations, and exile due to sin. These represent a holistic picture of life that can be brought before God in prayer, demonstrating God's care for the lost, hurting and distraught. God responds to these conditions by rendering judgement, forgiving sin, and fulfilling the requests of those who seek Him.
· What does Solomon request in his blessing of the people?
· Solomon asks that God never leave nor forsake His people, turning their hearts from self-centeredness to obedience. He prays that God would uphold their cause according to each day's need, highlighting the importance of trust. He also asks that their hearts be "perfect" (complete or undivided) toward God, fully committed to Him.
· Why did the people leave with joy after the dedication?
· The people were joyful because they recognized that God had proven Himself faithful in fulfilling His promises. This joy stems not from worldly circumstances, which fluctuate, but from the steadfastness of God's character and His commitment to His people. God's faithfulness was the reason for their joy.
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