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1. Abstract of Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 13, Appeal to
Shine (Phil 2:12-30), Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Daniel K. Darko's Session 13 lecture on Philippians 2:12-30, titled "Appeal to
Shine," explores Paul's exhortation for believers to live lives worthy of the gospel. The
lecture emphasizes that Christ's obedience and humility serve as the ultimate model for
the church. Darko unpacks Paul's call for the Philippians to "work out their own
salvation with fear and trembling," clarifying that this is a communal effort focused on
sanctification and mutual support, not earning salvation. He further examines Paul's
appeals for believers to shine through blameless conduct and by emulating the examples
of faithful individuals like Timothy. The session also considers the significance of
avoiding grumbling and holding fast to the word of life in this process of shining as
lights in the world. Ultimately, Darko underscores that living in obedience and unity is
essential for experiencing joy and glorifying God.

2. 13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 13 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (New Testament > Pauline Epistles = Prison Epistles).
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3. Briefing Document: Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 13,
Appeal to Shine (Phil 2:12-30)

Briefing Document: Dr. Daniel K. Darko on Philippians 2:12-30 ("Appeal to Shine")
Overview:

In this session of his lecture series on the Prison Epistles, Dr. Daniel K. Darko focuses on
Philippians 2:12-30, which he titles "Appeal to Shine." Building upon the previous
discussion of the Christ hymn (Philippians 2:5-11), Darko analyzes Paul's call for the
Philippian church to live lives worthy of the gospel, emphasizing obedience, conduct,
and emulation. He explores the seemingly paradoxical command to "work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling" while underscoring that God is the one who
empowers believers. Darko also highlights Paul's use of Timothy as an initial example of
godly living worthy of imitation.

Main Themes and Important Ideas/Facts:
1. Contextual Background:

o Philippi as a Roman Colony: Darko reminds the audience that Philippi, while of
Greek origin, had become a Roman colony in the first century. This granted its
citizens a form of dual nationality, a point Paul uses rhetorically in his letter.

e Paul's Rhetorical Framework: Darko mentions Paul's consistent practice of
beginning his letters with prayer and thanksgiving, reflecting his deep care for the
churches.

e Building on the Christ Hymn: The "Appeal to Shine" directly follows the Christ
hymn, where Christ's obedience and humility are presented as models. Darko
emphasizes that this obedience sets the stage for Paul's call to radical obedience
in the church.

o Greek Rhetoric (Ethos, Logos, Pathos): Darko discusses Ben Witherington's
argument that Philippians 2:1-18 follows a Greek rhetorical structure: ethos
(character/credibility, vv. 1-4), logos (substance/argument - the Christ hymn, vv. 5-
11), and pathos (emotion, vv. 12-18). While not fully endorsing Witherington's
interpretation as a perfect fit, Darko acknowledges the strong emotional appeal in
the passage.



2. The Appeal to Shine:

Three Grounds for Appeal: Darko outlines Paul's appeal to the church on three
grounds:

Shine in Obedience: "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling"
(Philippians 2:12).

Shine in Conduct: Be blameless and innocent (Philippians 2:15).

Shine by Emulation: Follow the examples of those who have lived well (starting
with Paul himself, and then Timothy).

3. Working Out Salvation (Philippians 2:12-13):

Community Effort: Darko emphasizes that the Greek grammar suggests a plural
subject ("you"), indicating a community effort in working out salvation, not just
individual action.

Not Salvation by Works: He strongly clarifies that this passage does not
contradict Paul's teaching elsewhere (e.g., Ephesians 2:8-10) that salvation is by
grace through faith, not by works. He quotes Ephesians 2:8-9: "For by grace you
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast."

Instruction for Believers: This instruction is directed at those who are already
Christians, urging them to live a life worthy of the gospel.

Divine Empowerment: Darko highlights Philippians 2:13: "for it is God who works
in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure." He explains that the Greek
word for "works" here is "enegeo," from which "energy" might be derived,
suggesting God's empowering, equipping, and inspiring work within believers.

Mutual Support in Sanctification: Darko suggests that "working out your own
salvation" involves mutual support within the Christian community to live lives
that honor God and withstand challenges.

Fear and Trembling as Awe, Not Terror: The "fear and trembling" should be
understood as a sense of awe and reverence for a gracious and holy God, a desire
not to let God or fellow believers down, rather than a terror of divine
punishment.

Scholarly Perspectives: Darko presents the views of scholars Ben Witherington
(Arminian leaning) and Frank (Calvinist leaning) on this passage, showing different



nuances in their understanding of how believers' behavior relates to their
salvation and final standing with God.

4. Shining in Conduct (Philippians 2:14-16):

Do All Things Without Grumbling or Disputing: This command is crucial for
maintaining blameless and innocent conduct.

Blameless and Innocent as Children of God: Paul urges believers to be blameless
and innocent because they are children of a holy God, and their conduct reflects
on God's honor in the world.

Light in a Crooked and Twisted Generation: Christians are called to "shine as
lights in the world" amidst a morally corrupt society. Darko uses the analogy of a
small household light conquering darkness to illustrate this.

Integrity Matters: The integrity of the Christian community is important for how
the world perceives them and the God they serve.

Holding Fast to the Word of Life: This can be understood as both standing firm in
the gospel and actively sharing it with others (evangelism and mission). Darko
argues that both aspects are important.

Eschatological Repercussions: How Christians live their lives today has
implications for the "day of Christ," where Paul hopes to be proud of their
faithfulness.

5. Shining by Emulation (Philippians 2:17-30):

Paul as an Example: Paul presents his own willingness to be "poured out as a
drink offering" as an example of sacrificial service and encourages the Philippians
to rejoice in his potential sacrifice.

The Example of Timothy: Paul highlights Timothy as a concrete example of
someone who embodies the qualities he is urging the Philippians to adopt. He
commends Timothy for:

Being Like-Minded ("soulmate"): Sharing Paul's deep love and concern for the
Philippians. Darko cautions against misinterpreting "soulmate" as a suggestion of
a homosexual relationship.

Genuine Concern (Anxiety): Caring deeply for the welfare of the church,
prioritizing others' interests.



Serving Like a Son: Having a close, familial-like relationship with Paul in the
gospel.

Proven Worth (Character): His Christian life has been tested and proven to be
pure and consistent.

Paul's Intention to Send Timothy: Paul hopes to send Timothy to Philippi so that
they can see a living model of Christian conduct.

Paul's Commendation of Timothy's Qualities: Darko emphasizes the importance
of recognizing and commending the positive qualities of those who work with us,
as Paul does with Timothy.

Timothy's Background: Darko briefly mentions Timothy's background in Lystra
(Acts 16), his good reputation, his mixed Jewish-Gentile heritage, Paul's decision
to circumcise him, and the godly influence of his mother Eunice and grandmother
Lois.

6. Connection to Unity (Philippians 2:1-4):

Darko reminds the audience that Philippians 2 begins with a call for unity,
comfort, encouragement, and a shared mindset within the church. The "Appeal to
Shine" is directly linked to this initial emphasis on unity.

7. Anticipation of Epaphroditus's Example:

Darko briefly introduces Epaphroditus as another example of obedience and true
Christian character whom Paul will discuss in the subsequent lecture.

Key Quotes:

"Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now not only as in my
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God who works in you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure." (Philippians 2:12-13)

"Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God, without blemish, in the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the
word of life..." (Philippians 2:14-16)

"Even if | am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of
your faith, | am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise, you also should be glad
and rejoice with me." (Philippians 2:17-18)



e "For I have no one like him who would be genuinely concerned for your welfare.
For they all seek their own interest, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know
Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in the
gospel." (Philippians 2:20-22)

o "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast." (Ephesians
2:8-9)

e "Whether you know it or not, someone is following you. Be a good leader."
(Referencing a poster to illustrate the principle of emulation)

Conclusion:

Dr. Darko's session on Philippians 2:12-30 provides a detailed exploration of Paul's
"Appeal to Shine." He emphasizes that this appeal is rooted in the example of Christ's
obedience and calls for a radical obedience within the church, expressed through
blameless conduct and the emulation of godly individuals like Timothy. Darko carefully
navigates the complexities of "working out your own salvation," stressing that it is a
community endeavor empowered by God's grace and aimed at living a life worthy of the
gospel in a dark world. The lecture sets the stage for further discussion on the example
of Epaphroditus and reinforces the practical implications of Christian faith for daily living.



4. Study Guide: Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 13, Appeal to
Shine (Phil 2:12-30)

Philippians 2:12-30 Study Guide: Appeal to Shine

Quiz

1. According to Dr. Darko, what is significant about Philippi being a Roman colony,
and how does Paul utilize this in his letter?

2. Explain Ben Witherington's perspective on the rhetorical structure of Philippians
2:1-18. What are the three elements he identifies, and what do they represent?

3. Dr. Darko highlights three grounds for Paul's appeal in Philippians 2:12-18. What
are these three appeals?

4. Explain Dr. Darko's interpretation of the phrase "work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling" in Philippians 2:12. Does he believe it suggests salvation by
works?

5. What does Dr. Darko emphasize about the Greek word "enegeo" used in
Philippians 2:13? How does this clarify the meaning of God's work in believers?

6. According to Dr. Darko, why is the call to be "blameless and innocent" important
for the Philippian Christians in the context of their society?

7. How does Dr. Darko interpret Paul's image of the Philippian Christians shining as
"lights in the world"? What kind of light does he suggest it is?

8. What does Dr. Darko say about the dual understanding of "holding fast to the
word of life" in Philippians 2:167?

9. Why does Paul present Timothy as an example for the Philippian church to
emulate? What specific qualities does Paul highlight?

10. What Old Testament events does Dr. Darko connect to Paul's exhortation against
"grumbling and disputing" in Philippians 2:14?

Quiz Answer Key

1. Philippi, though Greek in origin, became a Roman colony, granting its citizens dual
nationality. Paul uses this Roman citizenship as a rhetorical framework in his
letter.
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Witherington argues that Philippians 2:1-18 follows a Greek rhetorical structure:
ethos (vv. 1-4) focusing on the speaker's credibility, logos (vv. 5-11) being the core
argument (the Christ hymn), and pathos (vv. 12-18) appealing to emotion.

Paul appeals to the church to shine in obedience (working out salvation with fear
and trembling), to shine in conduct (being blameless and innocent), and to shine
by emulation (following good examples).

Dr. Darko interprets "work out your own salvation" as a community effort in
sanctification and living a life worthy of the gospel, supported by God's power. He
clarifies that it does not imply salvation by works, as salvation is by grace through
faith.

Dr. Darko explains that "enegeo" means to energize, empower, empathize, and
inspire. This clarifies that God is actively working within believers, providing both
the will and the power to live for His good pleasure.

The call to be "blameless and innocent" is important because the Philippians, as
children of a holy God in a crooked and twisted generation, represent God's
honor in their conduct. Their integrity as a community of faith speaks to the
world.

Dr. Darko interprets this image not as pointing out specific flaws like a flashlight,
but as a small yet significant light (like a refrigerator light) conquering the
surrounding darkness through their collective righteous living.

Dr. Darko explains that "holding fast" can be understood as standing firm in the
gospel or as "holding forth" in an evangelistic outreach to the world. He suggests
both interpretations have missiological implications.

Paul presents Timothy as a model of obedience and genuine concern for the
Philippians. He highlights Timothy's like-mindedness with Paul, his genuine care
(anxiety) for their welfare, his proven character, and his service to Paul like a son
to a father.

Dr. Darko connects Paul's exhortation against grumbling to the Israelites'
grumbling against Moses and God in the wilderness (Exodus 15-16) and the Jews'
grumbling against Jesus (John 6), suggesting a recurring theme in salvation
history.



Essay Format Questions

1.

Analyze the significance of Paul's appeal to the Philippian church to "shine as
lights in the world" (Philippians 2:15) within the socio-political and religious
context of Philippi as described by Dr. Darko.

Discuss Dr. Darko's interpretation of "work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling" (Philippians 2:12). How does he reconcile this statement with the
Pauline doctrine of salvation by grace through faith alone?

Evaluate the effectiveness of Paul's rhetorical strategy in Philippians 2:12-30, as
understood through Dr. Darko's explanation of Witherington's insights on ethos,
logos, and pathos, and Paul's use of examples like Timothy.

Explore the implications of Dr. Darko's emphasis on the communal aspect of
"working out your salvation" and living a life worthy of the gospel. How does this
understanding challenge individualistic approaches to Christian living?

Compare and contrast the reasons why Paul presents Timothy and (based on Dr.
Darko's preview) Epaphroditus as examples for the Philippian church to emulate.
What specific lessons or virtues does each example highlight for the believers?

Glossary of Key Terms

Prison Epistles: The letters of Paul written while he was imprisoned, generally
considered to be Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians.

Rhetorical Framework: The structure and techniques used in persuasive speaking
or writing.

Ethos: In Greek rhetoric, the character or credibility of the speaker, used to
persuade the audience.

Logos: In Greek rhetoric, the logical argument or substance of the message.

Pathos: In Greek rhetoric, the emotional appeal used to connect with the
audience.

Christ Hymn: A passage (Philippians 2:5-11) believed by some scholars to be an
early Christian hymn, detailing Christ's pre-existence, incarnation, obedience,
death, and exaltation.
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Incarnation: The Christian doctrine that God became human in the person of
Jesus Christ.

Exaltation: The elevation of Jesus Christ to glory after his death and resurrection.

Obedience (in this context): Conformity to God's will and commands, exemplified
by Christ.

Sanctification: The process of becoming more like Christ, growing in holiness.

Apostasy: The abandonment or renunciation of a religious or political belief or
principle.

Blameless: Free from moral fault or deserving of censure.
Innocent: Free from guilt or wrongdoing.

Eschatological Repercussions: Having to do with the end times or the ultimate
destiny of humanity and the universe.

Holding Fast (to the word of life): Steadfastly adhering to and maintaining the
truth of the Gospel.

Holding Forth (the word of life): Proclaiming and offering the truth of the Gospel
to others.

Emulation: Imitation or following the example of someone admired.
Like-minded: Sharing the same thoughts, feelings, and attitudes.

Soulmate (in this context): Someone with a deep, intimate emotional
connectedness and a shared mindset for working together.

Grumbling: Complaining or expressing discontent in a low, murmuring voice.
Disputing: Arguing or disagreeing vehemently.
Allusion: An indirect or passing reference to another work, event, or figure.

Comrade: A fellow member of an organization or group; a companion or
associate.
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5. FAQs on Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 13, Appeal to Shine
(Phil 2:12-30), Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions on Philippians 2:12-30

1. What is the main focus of Philippians 2:12-30, often referred to as the "Appeal to
Shine"? This passage centers on Paul's exhortation to the Philippian church to live lives
worthy of the gospel of Christ, following the example of Christ's own obedience and
humility. Paul appeals to them to "shine as lights in the world" through their obedience,
conduct, and emulation of godly examples.

2. What does Paul mean when he urges the Philippians to "work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling"? Does this imply salvation by works? Paul's
instruction to "work out your own salvation" is not a call to earn salvation through
works. Rather, it is a directive to the community of believers, who are already saved by
grace through faith, to actively live out and demonstrate their salvation in their daily
lives. The "fear and trembling" signifies a sense of awe and reverence for God, and a
desire not to let Him down, as well as a recognition of the seriousness of living a life that
reflects their faith. This working out involves mutual support and sanctification within
the community, empowering one another to live in a way that honors God in the face of
a "crooked and twisted generation."

3. How does the example of Christ's humility and obedience in Philippians 2:5-11
relate to Paul's appeal in verses 12-30? Paul uses the profound example of Christ's self-
emptying, obedience to death on a cross, and subsequent exaltation by God as the
foundational model for the Philippians' own lives. Christ's attitude ("the mind of Christ")
should be their attitude, leading them to a radical obedience that mirrors His. Just as
Christ was obedient, so too should they be, demonstrating their faith through their
actions and conduct in the world.

4. What are the three specific appeals Paul makes to the Philippians in this passage?
Paul appeals to the Philippians in three key ways: * Shine in obedience: To maintain
their obedience to God and live a life worthy of the gospel, whether Paul is present or
absent. This includes the communal effort of "working out their salvation." * Shine in
conduct: To be blameless and innocent, reflecting their identity as children of a holy God
within a crooked and twisted world. Their moral integrity should be evident to those
around them. * Shine by emulation: To follow the examples of those who have lived out
this call to obedience and godly conduct, specifically highlighting Timothy and implying
Epaphroditus as models to learn from.
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5. Why does Paul emphasize the importance of being "blameless and innocent" in the
midst of a "crooked and twisted generation"? Paul stresses the need for blameless and
innocent conduct because the Philippian believers are children of God living in a society
that does not necessarily share their values. Their actions reflect on God's honor in the
world. By living with integrity, they shine as lights, providing a contrasting example to the
darkness around them and holding fast to the word of life.

6. What is the significance of Paul's instruction to "do all things without grumbling or
disputing"? Paul's exhortation against grumbling and disputing draws a parallel to the
Israelites' complaints in the wilderness (as seen in Exodus 15 and 16, and laterin 1
Corinthians 10). These acts of discontent were directed against God's provision and
leadership. By urging the Philippians to avoid grumbling, Paul is calling them to a posture
of trust and obedience in all circumstances, fostering unity within the community rather
than division and negativity.

7. Why does Paul highlight Timothy as an example for the Philippians to follow? What
qualities does he commend in Timothy? Paul presents Timothy as a concrete example
of someone who embodies the principles he has been advocating. He commends
Timothy for being "like-minded" with him (sharing the same deep concern for the
Philippians), exhibiting genuine concern (anxiety) for their welfare, and serving alongside
Paul like a son with a father, demonstrating proven character and consistent Christian
living. Paul hopes to send Timothy to them so they can see firsthand a model of godly
behavior worthy of emulation.

8. What does Paul's anticipation of being "poured out as a drink offering" signify in
relation to the Philippians' faith and his appeal to them to rejoice? Paul's metaphor of
being "poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith" illustrates
his willingness to sacrifice himself for the sake of the Philippians' faith and their spiritual
growth. Even in the face of potential suffering or death, his joy remains, and he calls on
them to share in this joy. This highlights the idea that their faithful living and his service
are interconnected, and both contribute to God's glory, ultimately leading to mutual
rejoicing.



