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1. Abstract of Darko, Luke, Session 24, Parables of the Lost and Celebration (Luke 15), Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

Dr. Darko's lecture, Session 24 on Luke 15, focuses on Jesus' parables of the lost sheep, coin, and sons. He emphasizes that these narratives address the criticism Jesus faced for dining with sinners and tax collectors. Darko highlights the themes of loss, recovery, and celebration present in all three parables. He analyzes the Pharisees' grumbling and God's joy over repentance, suggesting the parables invite reflection on who is welcomed into God's kingdom. The lecture particularly examines the parable of the "lost son," arguing against the label "prodigal" and stressing the father's compassionate and celebratory response to his son's return. Ultimately, Darko posits that these parables reveal God's inclusive love and desire for all to return and be celebrated.
2.  14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Darko, Luke, Session 24 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament  Gospels  Luke). 





3. Briefing Document: Darko, Luke, Session 24, Parables of the Lost and Celebration (Luke 15)Top of Form
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Briefing Document: Dr. Daniel K. Darko on Luke 15 - Parables of the Lost and Celebration
Executive Summary:
This briefing document summarizes Dr. Daniel K. Darko's analysis of Luke 15, focusing on the parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost sons (often referred to as the prodigal son). Darko argues that these parables are strategically presented by Jesus to his critics, the Pharisees and scribes, who questioned his dining with "sinners and tax collectors." The central themes revolve around loss, recovery, and exuberant celebration in the kingdom of God, emphasizing God's joy over the repentance of even one sinner and challenging the judgmental attitudes of Jesus's opponents. Darko also stresses the importance of understanding the cultural context and the intended audience of these parables.
Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. Context and Provocation:
· Luke 15 follows Jesus's mealtime at the house of a Pharisee ruler, where he addressed issues of honor and inviting the marginalized.
· The parables in Luke 15 are directly provoked by the grumbling of the Pharisees and scribes who criticized Jesus for associating with "tax collectors and sinners" (Luke 15:2).
· Darko emphasizes that Jesus is making a deliberate "case" to his critics through these parables.
1. Structure and Pattern:
· The three parables (lost sheep, lost coin, lost sons) follow a pattern of loss, recovery, and celebration.
· Darko notes the "climatic effect" of the arrangement, moving from a larger number (100 sheep), to ten coins, and then to two sons.
· The grumbling is highlighted at the beginning (Pharisees and scribes) and towards the end (the elder brother).


1. Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:3-7):
· The core question Jesus addresses is, "Why should he do that? It is a question coming from the Pharisees and the scribes" (referring to Jesus dining with sinners).
· Jesus uses the figure of a shepherd, a "despised occupation," to illustrate God's concern for the lost. Darko clarifies that leaving the 99 sheep does not imply disregard but rather signifies the immense value of the one lost sheep.
· The image of the shepherd "lay[ing] it on his shoulders rejoicing" highlights the triumphant and joyful recovery.
· The punchline emphasizes the disproportionate joy in heaven: "Just so I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous persons who need no repentance" (Luke 15:7). This directly addresses the Pharisees' lack of joy over the repentance of those they deemed sinners.
1. Parable of the Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10):
· Jesus uses the analogy of a woman diligently searching for a lost coin, likely a significant part of her dowry, emphasizing the effort and value placed on what is lost.
· The celebration upon finding the coin mirrors the joy in heaven over repentance: "So that I tell you there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents" (Luke 15:10).
· Darko points out the significance of the phrase "who repents," suggesting that those Jesus was dining with may have already turned from their former ways.
1. Parable of the Lost Sons (Luke 15:11-32) - The "Lost Son," Not "Prodigal Son":
· Darko strongly discourages the term "prodigal son," arguing that it unfairly labels the younger son as a "wasteful vagabond" and detracts from Jesus's central message of a lost son being found and celebrated.
· The parable illustrates a violation of cultural obligations, as the younger son demanding his inheritance while his father was alive was "dishonorable and shameful."
· The son's descent into poverty and the degrading work of feeding pigs highlight the depth of his loss and the cultural taboo he violated. "Jews should not touch pigs. They should be defiled."
· The younger son's eventual "coming to himself" (Luke 15:17) and his decision to return, acknowledging his sin against "heaven and before you" (Luke 15:18), signify radical repentance.
· The father's overwhelming compassion and proactive welcome are crucial: "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion. He ran, embraced him, and kissed him" (Luke 15:20). The father restores his son's honor with a robe, ring, and shoes, signifying his acceptance and reinstatement.
· The celebration, marked by the fattened calf, emphasizes the joy over the return of the lost: "For this son was dead and is alive again. He was lost, and he's found. And they began to celebrate" (Luke 15:24).
· The older brother's anger and refusal to join the celebration mirror the attitude of the Pharisees and scribes. His inability to refer to the younger son as "my brother" reveals his lack of compassion and inclusivity. "He said to his father, this son of yours, he could not say my brother..." (Luke 15:30).
· The father's plea to the older son, "son, you are always with me. And all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad. For this, your brother was dead and is alive. He was lost and is found" (Luke 15:31-32), underscores the importance of celebrating the return of the lost.
· The open ending, where Luke leaves the older brother's decision unstated, serves as a challenge to the Pharisees and scribes (and by extension, the listeners) to consider whether they will join in the celebration.
1. Central Message and Application:
· Jesus's feasting with sinners and tax collectors was justified by the fact that they were lost and had been found (repented).
· The parables reveal the "father's heart and the inclusive nature of the kingdom of God."
· Darko directly addresses the listener, inviting those who feel lost or unworthy to come home to God, emphasizing God's eagerness to embrace them. "While you are still a long way off, God is looking up to you and looking forward to the day you will set foot to come back home."
· The overarching message is one of celebration and welcoming the lost into the fold, challenging judgmental and exclusive attitudes.
Quotes:
· "At this point, his critics are going to question him on why he should dine with the people he doesn't they don't think he should dine with."
· "Just so I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous persons who need no repentance."
· "So that I tell you there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents."
· "To say he's a prodigal son is to slap the badge on him as a wasteful vagabond who's supposed to be identified as such. That defeats what Jesus is doing here. Jesus is saying that scribes and the Pharisees should know the reason for the celebration. There is a real and genuine son that a father loves that was lost."
· "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion. He ran, embraced him, and kissed him."
· "For this son was dead and is alive again. He was lost, and he's found. And they began to celebrate."
· "But he answered his father, look, this many years I have served you. I have never disobeyed your command. Yet you never gave me a young goat that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed a fattened calf for him."
· "It was fitting to celebrate and be glad. For this, your brother was dead and is alive. He was lost and is found."
· "The parable of the lost son reveals the father's heart and the inclusive nature of the kingdom of God."
Conclusion:
Dr. Darko's analysis of Luke 15 highlights the profound message of God's boundless love and the immense joy in the recovery of the lost. Through the parables, Jesus directly confronts the judgmental attitudes of the Pharisees and scribes, urging them to embrace the same spirit of celebration and inclusivity that God exhibits. The emphasis on calling the third parable the "lost son" rather than the "prodigal son" underscores the central theme of being found and welcomed back into the father's embrace, a message that resonates with both Jesus's original audience and contemporary listeners.
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Study Guide: Luke 15 - Parables on the Lost and Celebration
Key Themes:
· The nature of God's joy and celebration over the repentance and finding of the lost.
· The contrast between God's inclusive love and the judgmental attitudes of religious critics.
· The cost and character of true repentance and the welcoming response it should elicit.
· The danger of self-righteousness and the failure to recognize the value of the restored.
· The profound love and patience of God the Father.
Outline of the Parables:
1. The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7):
· The scenario: A shepherd with 100 sheep loses one.
· The action: The shepherd leaves the 99 to diligently search for the one lost sheep.
· The recovery: The shepherd finds the sheep and rejoices, carrying it home on his shoulders.
· The celebration: The shepherd calls his friends and neighbors to rejoice with him.
· The punchline (verse 7): There will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
1. The Parable of the Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10):
· The scenario: A woman with ten silver coins loses one.
· The action: The woman lights a lamp, sweeps the house, and searches diligently until she finds it.
· The recovery: The woman finds the coin and calls her friends and neighbors to rejoice with her.
· The celebration: The woman shares her joy with those around her.
· The punchline (verse 10): Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.
1. The Parable of the Lost Sons (Luke 15:11-32):
· The scenario: A father has two sons; the younger son asks for his inheritance early and leaves home.
· The younger son's journey: He squanders his wealth in reckless living, faces famine, and is forced to work feeding pigs.
· The younger son's repentance: He comes to his senses, acknowledges his sin against his father and heaven, and decides to return home as a servant.
· The father's response: While the son is still a long way off, the father sees him, feels compassion, runs to meet him, embraces him, and kisses him. He orders the servants to clothe him in the best robe, put a ring on his finger, and shoes on his feet, and prepares a celebratory feast.
· The elder son's reaction: He is in the field and, upon hearing the music and dancing, becomes angry and refuses to go in. He complains to his father about his own loyal service and the father's lavish treatment of the younger son.
· The father's plea: The father comes out and entreats the elder son, reminding him that he is always with him and all that he has is his, and that it is fitting to celebrate the return of his lost brother.
· The unresolved ending: The parable leaves the reader wondering if the elder brother will join the celebration.
Points of Emphasis by Dr. Darko:
· The parables are a direct response to the criticism of Jesus dining with sinners and tax collectors.
· The organized and well-crafted nature of the three parables highlights Jesus' important message.
· The pattern of loss, recovery, and celebration is central to all three parables.
· The arrangement of the parables (100, 10, 2) builds to a "big punch line."
· The grumbling of the Pharisees and scribes (Luke 15:1-2) is mirrored by the grumbling of the elder brother (Luke 15:29-30).
· Joy and celebration are key to understanding God's response to the lost being found.
· Luke uses various characters (shepherd, woman, sons) to convey a strong message.
· The shepherd, a despised figure, is elevated to show God's care for the seemingly insignificant.
· The lost sheep is typically helpless, emphasizing the need for the shepherd's active pursuit.
· The woman diligently searches for her lost coin, highlighting the value of what was lost.
· The term "prodigal son" is misleading; "lost son" better reflects the father's perspective and the point of the parable.
· The younger son's demand for his inheritance was culturally dishonoring.
· His working with pigs was a particularly low point for a Jewish person.
· The father's eager and compassionate response to the younger son's return is significant; he ran, embraced, and kissed him before the son could fully express his repentance.
· The father's actions restored the younger son's honor and status.
· The older brother's loyalty is acknowledged, but his refusal to celebrate reveals a lack of understanding and compassion.
· The older brother's inability to call the younger son "my brother" highlights his alienation.
· The parable of the lost sons reveals the inclusive nature of God's kingdom and the father's heart.
· The unresolved ending with the elder brother serves as a challenge to the listeners (and readers) to examine their own attitudes.
· Jesus' dining with sinners and tax collectors was a celebration of the lost being found and an invitation for others to join.
Quiz: Luke 15
Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. What was the primary criticism leveled against Jesus that prompted him to tell the parables in Luke 15?
2. Describe the actions of the shepherd in the parable of the lost sheep and what this reveals about God's care for the lost.
3. In the parable of the lost coin, what motivates the woman's diligent search and what is the significance of her celebration upon finding it?
4. According to Dr. Darko, why is the term "prodigal son" not the most accurate way to refer to the younger son in the third parable?
5. What cultural violation did the younger son commit when he asked his father for his share of the inheritance?
6. Describe the father's initial reaction when he saw his younger son returning home from the far country. What does this reveal about the father's character?
7. What does the father do to restore his younger son's honor and status upon his return? List at least three specific actions.
8. How does the elder brother react to his younger brother's return and the celebration that ensues? What does this reveal about his attitude?
9. According to Dr. Darko, who do the scribes and Pharisees represent in the parable of the lost sons?
10. What is the main point Jesus is trying to convey through these three parables regarding his interactions with "sinners and tax collectors"?
Answer Key: Luke 15 Quiz
1. The primary criticism against Jesus was that he associated and dined with "sinners and tax collectors." The Pharisees and scribes grumbled that "this man receives sinners and eats with them," questioning his righteousness and social standing.
2. The shepherd leaves his ninety-nine sheep to actively seek the one that is lost, demonstrating a deep concern and value for each individual, even the one who has strayed. Upon finding it, he rejoices and carries it home, highlighting the joy in heaven over the return of one who was lost.
3. The woman's diligent search for the lost coin is motivated by the coin's value and significance to her, likely as part of her dowry, showing the importance of what is lost. Her celebration with friends and neighbors emphasizes the shared joy and the significance of recovery.
4. Dr. Darko argues that "prodigal son" focuses on the son's wastefulness and recklessness, which distracts from Jesus' main point about the father's unconditional love and the joy of the lost being found. He suggests "lost son" is more fitting.
5. The younger son's demand for his inheritance while his father was still alive was a significant cultural violation, as it was considered dishonoring to the parents who were still responsible for managing the estate and were to be cared for by their children.
6. The father, upon seeing his younger son from a distance, was filled with compassion and ran to meet him, embracing and kissing him before the son could even finish his prepared speech of repentance. This immediate and loving response reveals the father's deep longing for his son's return and his unconditional love.
7. To restore his younger son's honor, the father ordered the servants to bring the best robe and put it on him, place a ring on his finger, and put shoes on his feet. These actions symbolized the restoration of his status as a son and a free man, signifying forgiveness and full acceptance back into the family.
8. The elder brother becomes angry and refuses to join the celebration, complaining about his own years of faithful service and the seemingly unfair preferential treatment given to his wayward brother. This reveals his self-righteousness, lack of compassion, and failure to understand the father's joy over the return of the lost.
9. According to Dr. Darko, the scribes and Pharisees are represented by the elder brother in the parable of the lost sons. Just as they grumbled about Jesus dining with sinners, the elder brother grumbled about the father celebrating the return of his wayward son, highlighting their judgmental and exclusive attitudes.
10. Through these parables, Jesus is conveying that God rejoices greatly when even one sinner repents and returns, and that his interactions with "sinners and tax collectors" are acts of seeking and celebrating those who were lost and are now found, extending an invitation for all to share in this joy.
Essay Format Questions: Luke 15
1. Analyze the use of contrasting characters (e.g., the shepherd and the ninety-nine, the woman and her neighbors, the younger and elder sons, the father and the religious leaders) in Luke 15. How do these contrasts illuminate the central messages of the parables regarding God's love and the appropriate response to the lost?
2. Discuss the significance of "celebration" as a recurring theme in Luke 15. How does each parable depict celebration, and what does this emphasis reveal about God's attitude towards the repentance and restoration of the lost?
3. Examine the cultural context of the parable of the lost sons, paying particular attention to the younger son's actions and the father's responses. How do these details challenge or affirm the societal norms of the time, and what does this suggest about the nature of God's grace?
4. Consider the character of the elder brother in the parable of the lost sons. What are his grievances, and what does his reaction reveal about the dangers of self-righteousness and the potential barriers to experiencing and extending God's grace?
5. Dr. Darko suggests that the three parables in Luke 15 are carefully organized to build a specific argument in response to the criticism Jesus faced. Analyze the progression of these parables and discuss how each one contributes to Jesus' overall message about the lost and the importance of celebration.

Glossary of Key Terms: Luke 15
· Parable: A simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, often using relatable characters and situations.
· Repentance: Sincere regret or remorse for one's sins or wrongdoing, accompanied by a turning away from sin and a desire for change.
· Lost: In the context of Luke 15, refers to being separated from God, straying from the right path, or being spiritually dead or unaware of one's true standing.
· Celebration: A joyful social gathering to commemorate a significant event or achievement, in Luke 15 often signifying God's joy over the return of the lost.
· Compassion: A feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow for another who is suffering or has been wronged, often accompanied by a strong desire to alleviate the suffering.
· Inheritance: The portion of an estate or property that is legally passed on to an heir upon the death of the owner. Asking for it early was culturally unconventional and disrespectful.
· Reckless Living (Squandering): Spending resources wastefully and irresponsibly, often on indulgent or immoral activities.
· Famine: A severe shortage of food, causing widespread hunger.
· Gentile: A person who is not Jewish. For a Jew to work for a Gentile, especially in a degrading job like feeding pigs, was considered a significant fall from grace.
· Self-Righteousness: The belief that one is morally superior to others and a lack of awareness of one's own flaws or need for grace.
· Kingdom of God: The spiritual realm over which God reigns, both in the present and in its fullness in the future. It emphasizes God's rule, authority, and saving power.
· Scribes: Jewish scholars and teachers of the law, often associated with the Pharisees.
· Pharisees: A Jewish religious and political party known for their strict adherence to the Law and their emphasis on ritual purity. They were often critical of Jesus.
· Tax Collectors: Individuals employed by the Roman authorities to collect taxes, often seen as corrupt and collaborators with the oppressors, and thus despised by the Jewish people.
· Dowry: The property or money that a bride brings to her husband at their marriage, often significant for a woman's security and status.
· Enrobe: To clothe someone in a fine or ceremonial robe, symbolizing honor and restoration.
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5. FAQs on Darko, Luke, Session 24, Parables of the Lost and Celebration (Luke 15), Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions on Luke 15: Parables of the Lost and Celebration
1. What was the context surrounding Jesus telling the parables in Luke 15? Jesus told these three parables (the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost sons) in response to criticism from the Pharisees and scribes. They were grumbling because Jesus was associating and eating with tax collectors and sinners, whom they considered to be outcasts and unworthy of such fellowship. Luke 15:1-2 explicitly states this context.
2. What is the central theme that unites the three parables in Luke 15? The overarching theme is the joy and celebration in heaven (and by extension, on earth) over the repentance and restoration of that which was lost. Each parable illustrates God's (and those who follow Him) persistent effort to find the lost and the subsequent rejoicing when they are found. This directly addresses the Pharisees' disapproval of Jesus' interactions with sinners.
3. Why does Dr. Darko suggest reconsidering the title "Parable of the Prodigal Son"? Dr. Darko argues that labeling the younger son as "prodigal" from the outset prejudges him as a wasteful vagabond, which obscures the central point of the parable. He suggests alternative titles like "Parable of the Lost Son," "Parable of the Waiting Father," or "Parable of the Compassionate Father and His Two Sons" to better capture the father's unwavering love and the theme of being lost and found, rather than solely focusing on the son's reckless spending.
4. What is the significance of the characters used in the first two parables (the lost sheep and the lost coin)? Jesus uses a shepherd (a somewhat despised occupation in that society) and a woman (who held a specific place within the household) as central figures. This choice likely aimed to challenge the social hierarchies and prejudices of the Pharisees and scribes. By elevating these seemingly ordinary or less esteemed individuals to illustrate God's concern for the lost, Jesus emphasized that all individuals, regardless of their social standing, are valuable and worthy of being sought after.


5. In the Parable of the Lost Sheep, why does the shepherd leave the ninety-nine to find the one lost sheep? The act of the shepherd leaving the ninety-nine is not intended to suggest a disregard for them. In the cultural context of the time, shepherds often worked in groups, and others (perhaps family members) would likely care for the remaining flock. The focus is on the shepherd's deep personal concern and effort for the single lost sheep, highlighting the immense value placed on even one who has strayed.
6. What does the father's reaction to the younger son's return reveal about God's character? The father's compassionate and immediate response to the younger son's return—seeing him from afar, running to him, embracing and kissing him, and ordering the best robe, a ring, and shoes for him—demonstrates God's unconditional love, forgiveness, and eagerness to restore those who repent and return to Him. The father's actions go beyond mere acceptance; they signify a joyous welcome and a reinstatement of the son's honor and status.
7. What does the older brother's reaction in the Parable of the Lost Sons represent? The older brother's anger and refusal to join the celebration mirror the grumbling of the Pharisees and scribes who criticized Jesus for eating with sinners. His resentment reveals a lack of understanding of the father's (and God's) compassion and joy over the repentance of the lost. He represents those who believe they are righteous and struggle to extend grace and acceptance to those they deem unworthy.
8. What is the ultimate message Jesus is conveying to the Pharisees and scribes through these parables, particularly regarding his interactions with "sinners"? Jesus uses these parables to justify his fellowship with tax collectors and sinners, emphasizing that they are like the lost sheep, the lost coin, or the lost son who have been found. Their "return" or repentance is a cause for great joy and celebration in heaven. He challenges the self-righteousness of the Pharisees and scribes, urging them to share in this joy and recognize the value of those they have marginalized, implying that they too should welcome and celebrate the restoration of the lost.
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