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1. Abstract of Darko, Luke, Session 21, Watch out for the One to Fear (Luke 12:35-59), Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

Dr. Darko's lecture, Session 21 on Luke 12:35-59, explores Jesus' teachings on readiness for God's judgment. He emphasizes vigilance using the imagery of prepared servants awaiting their master's return. The lecture highlights that this readiness entails faithful stewardship and prioritizing kingdom responsibilities, even above familial ties. Peter's question leads to a discussion on leadership accountability, where faithful service will be rewarded, and negligence punished. Dr. Darko interprets Jesus' subsequent statements about division and fire as a call for radical discipleship and a recognition that commitment to the kingdom may disrupt existing relationships. Ultimately, the lecture urges listeners to interpret the signs of the times and make a decisive commitment to God, who demands complete loyalty and will judge accordingly.
2.  11 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Darko, Luke, Session 21 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament  Gospels  Luke). 





3. Briefing Document: Darko, Luke, Session 21, Watch out for the One to Fear (Luke 12:35-59)Top of Form
Top of Form
Briefing Document: Luke 12:35-59 - Watch Out for the One to Fear
Overview: This briefing document summarizes the main themes and important ideas from Dr. Daniel K. Darko's lecture on Luke 12:35-59, titled "Watch Out for the One to Fear." Dr. Darko delves into Jesus' teachings on readiness for His return, the responsibilities of leadership as stewardship, and the divisive nature of the Kingdom of God, ultimately identifying "the one to fear" as the God of judgment.
Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. The Call for Readiness (Luke 12:35-40):
· Jesus emphasizes the constant need for readiness among his disciples for the unexpected arrival of the "master" (representing the Lord). This readiness is illustrated through the imagery of being "dressed for action and keep[ing] your lamps burning" (Luke 12:35).
· Dr. Darko connects this to the previous lecture on seeking the Kingdom, suggesting that being ready is a consequence of trusting God's provision. He notes, "Stay dressed as if God has already supplied you. Stay dressed and keep your lamps burning."
· The parable of the servants waiting for their master's return from a wedding feast highlights the need for "exactitude and impressive readiness" and "clear vigilance in expectation of the master's coming."
· A key point is the unexpected nature of the Lord's return, likened to a thief in the night: "You also must be ready, for the son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect" (Luke 12:40). This reinforces the constant need for vigilance.
· Remarkably, Jesus portrays a reward for the ready servants where "He will dress himself for service And have them recline at the table. And he will come and serve them" (Luke 12:37). Dr. Darko emphasizes the extraordinary honor being bestowed upon the faithful.
2. Leadership as Stewardship and Accountability (Luke 12:41-48):
· Peter's question ("Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?") shifts the focus to leadership. Jesus responds with the imagery of a "faithful and wise manager (steward)" (Luke 12:42) entrusted with the master's household.
· Dr. Darko clarifies that the Greek word is "steward," emphasizing the trust and responsibility inherent in this role. He states, "leadership in the kingdom of God also comes with a sense of obligation."
· Faithful stewards who diligently discharge their duties will be blessed and rewarded: "Blessed is the servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions" (Luke 12:43-44).
· Conversely, unfaithful stewards who abuse their position ("begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk") will face severe judgment: "the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him, and at an hour when he does not know, and he will cut him in pieces and put him with the unfaithful" (Luke 12:46).
· Crucially, Jesus introduces the principle of proportionate accountability: "And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act according to his will receive a severe beating. But the one who did not know and did what deserved a beating will receive a light beating" (Luke 12:47-48).
· Dr. Darko highlights the profound statement: "To everyone to whom much was given, much will be required of him. And from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more" (Luke 12:48).
3. The Divisive Nature of the Kingdom and the Call for Decision (Luke 12:49-59):
· Jesus declares, "I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled" (Luke 12:49), a statement Dr. Darko notes has puzzled scholars. He connects the "fire" imagery to judgment, drawing parallels with the prophet Elijah and John the Baptist. It can also be associated with the Holy Spirit.
· Jesus also speaks of a "baptism to be baptized with" (Luke 12:50), which Dr. Darko interprets as referring to the challenges, calamities, or even his own death that he must undergo.
· Contrary to expectations of peace, Jesus states, "Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division" (Luke 12:51). This division will even permeate families.
· Dr. Darko clarifies that this is not a call to abolish natural kinship but rather a demand for prioritizing "kingdom decisions" which may lead to disagreement and division within families. He emphasizes that "kingdom priorities must supersede kingship priorities."
· He contrasts his view with some scholars who argue for fictive kinship in Christ abolishing natural ties, maintaining that Jesus appealed to kinship sensibilities to make a larger point about commitment to the Kingdom.
· Jesus criticizes the crowds for their ability to interpret natural signs but their inability to "interpret the present time" (Luke 12:56) and recognize the nearness of the Kingdom. He labels them "hypocrites."
· The passage concludes with a call to make decisions and reconcile with adversaries before facing judgment, using the imagery of being dragged before a magistrate and imprisoned until the debt is fully paid.
4. Identifying "the One to Fear":
· Dr. Darko explicitly states that "the one to fear is the God of judgment." He emphasizes that God's coming will be unexpected and will involve holding those entrusted with responsibilities accountable.
· He underscores that God's judgment will be fair, with rewards for the faithful and "punitive retaliation" for those who fail in their commitment and service.
Quotes:
· "Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning." (Luke 12:35)
· "You also must be ready, for the son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect." (Luke 12:40)
· "Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes." (Luke 12:37)
· "Truly I say to you He will dress himself for service And have them recline at the table. And he will come and serve them." (Luke 12:37)
· "To everyone to whom much was given, much will be required of him. And from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more." (Luke 12:48)
· "I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled." (Luke 12:49)
· "Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division." (Luke 12:51)
· "You hypocrites, you know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky. And why do you not know how to interpret the present time?" (Luke 12:56)
Conclusion:
Dr. Darko's session on Luke 12:35-59 emphasizes the critical importance of constant readiness for the Lord's return. This readiness extends beyond mere anticipation to encompass faithful stewardship of entrusted responsibilities and a willingness to prioritize the Kingdom of God even when it causes division within natural relationships. The ultimate figure to be aware of and accountable to is the "God of judgment," who will reward the faithful and judge those who fail in their commitment and service. The present time demands a decisive response to Jesus and His Kingdom.
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4.  Study Guide: Darko, Luke, Session 21, Watch out for the One to Fear (Luke 12:35-59)
Top of Form
Luke 12:35-59: Watch Out for the One to Fear - Study Guide
Quiz
1. In Luke 12:35-40, what two images does Jesus use to illustrate the need for readiness, and what do these images signify?
2. According to Jesus' parable of the watchful servants (Luke 12:37), what surprising action will the master take when he finds his servants ready upon his return? What is the significance of this action?
3. Peter asks Jesus if the parable of the watchful servants is for the disciples or for everyone (Luke 12:41). How does Jesus respond, and what does his subsequent parable of the faithful and wise manager emphasize about leadership?
4. In the parable of the unfaithful servant/manager (Luke 12:45-46), what are the key behaviors that lead to the master's severe punishment? What does this illustrate about accountability?
5. According to Luke 12:48, how will the master's punishment differ for servants who disobey his will knowingly versus those who disobey unknowingly? What principle of justice does this highlight?
6. In Luke 12:49, Jesus states, "I came to cast fire on the earth." What are some interpretations of this "fire" as discussed in the lecture?
7. Jesus says in Luke 12:51-53 that he came to bring division rather than peace. What kind of division is he referring to, and what is the underlying reason for this division?
8. In Luke 12:54-56, Jesus criticizes the crowds for their ability to interpret natural signs but not the "present time." What "present time" is he likely referring to, and what does this criticism imply about their understanding of his ministry?
9. In Luke 12:57-59, Jesus urges his listeners to settle with their accuser before going to the magistrate. How does Dr. Darko interpret the significance of this advice in the context of eschatological judgment?
10. What is Dr. Darko's main argument regarding Jesus' teaching on prioritizing kingdom commitments versus natural family ties in this passage?
Quiz Answer Key
1. Jesus uses the images of being "dressed for action" (clinching the belt) and "keeping lamps burning." These images signify readiness and vigilance, like someone prepared for immediate movement and able to see in the darkness while waiting for their master's return.
2. The master will dress himself for service, have the servants recline at the table, and then come and serve them. This remarkable action highlights the immense honor and reward awaiting those who are found ready and faithful upon the Lord's return, inverting typical status roles.
3. Jesus responds with another parable about a faithful and wise manager (steward) appointed over the household. This emphasizes that leadership comes with significant responsibility and accountability to discharge duties faithfully, as those in leadership will be judged on how they manage what has been entrusted to them.
4. The unfaithful servant delays his master's coming in his heart and begins to abuse the other servants through beatings, and indulges in excessive eating and drinking, getting drunk. This illustrates that those entrusted with responsibility who abuse their position and neglect their duties will face severe judgment.
5. The servant who knew his master's will and did not prepare or act accordingly will receive a severe beating, while the one who did not know and did what deserved a beating will receive a light beating. This highlights the principle that those with greater knowledge and responsibility will be held to a higher standard of accountability.
6. Interpretations of the "fire" include eschatological judgment, the divisive nature of Jesus' message requiring radical discipleship, and potentially the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit (though the immediate context leans towards judgment and division).
7. Jesus is referring to a division that will occur even within families due to differing responses to his kingdom message. This division arises because the priority and commitment required for following Jesus may conflict with existing family loyalties and expectations.
8. The "present time" likely refers to the arrival and ongoing ministry of Jesus and the unfolding of God's kingdom. Jesus criticizes their inability to recognize the significance of these events and the need for a decisive response, despite their adeptness at interpreting natural phenomena.
9. Dr. Darko interprets this advice as a call to make things right before facing the ultimate judgment. Just as one should settle with an earthly accuser to avoid harsher penalties, individuals should respond to Jesus' call to discipleship to avoid the severe consequences of eschatological judgment by the coming "judge" (God).
10. Dr. Darko argues that Jesus is calling for a prioritization of commitment, fidelity, and loyalty to God and the kingdom above natural family ties, but not necessarily a complete abolishment or shunning of those ties. He believes kingdom priorities should take precedence in terms of one's deepest allegiances.

Essay Format Questions
1. Analyze the parables of the watchful servants and the faithful/unfaithful manager in Luke 12:35-48. What key aspects of discipleship and leadership does Jesus emphasize through these narratives? Consider the themes of readiness, responsibility, accountability, and reward/punishment.
2. Discuss Jesus' statement in Luke 12:49-53 that he came to bring fire and division. What are the potential interpretations of this statement in the context of his ministry and the establishment of God's kingdom? How does this challenging assertion relate to the call for radical discipleship?
3. Examine Jesus' criticism of the crowds' inability to interpret the "present time" in Luke 12:54-56. What does it mean to interpret the signs of the times in the context of Jesus' teaching? How does this relate to the themes of vigilance and decision found in the surrounding verses?
4. Explore the tension between commitment to the kingdom of God and loyalty to natural family ties as presented in Luke 12:49-53 and discussed by Dr. Darko. What is Jesus' primary message regarding these competing loyalties, and what are the implications for his followers?
5. Synthesize the themes of readiness, accountability, judgment, and decision found in Luke 12:35-59. How do these interconnected themes challenge and call believers to a specific way of living in anticipation of the "one to fear"?


Glossary of Key Terms
· Discipleship: The state of being a follower or learner of Jesus Christ, involving commitment to his teachings and way of life.
· Readiness (Vigilance): The state of being prepared and watchful for the Lord's return or for God's will to be done.
· Steward (Manager): Someone entrusted with the care and management of another's property or affairs, highlighting the responsibility and accountability of leadership in God's kingdom.
· Fidelity: Faithfulness, loyalty, and trustworthiness in fulfilling one's responsibilities and commitments to God.
· Accountability: The obligation to give an account or explanation for one's actions and stewardship, and to be subject to judgment for them.
· Eschaton: The final events in the history of the world or humankind; the end times, often associated with judgment and the ultimate establishment of God's kingdom.
· Judgment: The act of God assessing and rendering verdicts on human actions and faithfulness, both in the present and in the eschaton.
· Kingdom of God: God's reign or rule, both in the present spiritual realm and the future fully realized kingdom.
· Fictive Kinship: Family-like relationships that are not based on blood or marriage, such as the community of believers in the church.
· Hypocrisy: The practice of claiming to have moral standards or beliefs but behaving in a way that contradicts them, often criticized by Jesus in this passage.
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5. FAQs on Darko, Luke, Session 21, Watch out for the One to Fear (Luke 12:35-59), Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)

Top of Form
Frequently Asked Questions on Luke 12:35-59
1. What is the central theme of Jesus' teaching in Luke 12:35-59? The central theme is the urgent need for readiness and vigilance among Jesus' followers as they await his return, emphasizing the importance of faithful service and commitment to God's kingdom. This readiness stands in contrast to anxiety about worldly provisions, which Jesus addressed in the preceding verses.
2. Who is "the one to fear" that Jesus mentions, and why should believers be concerned? "The one to fear" is the God of judgment. Believers should be concerned about their readiness and faithful discharge of their responsibilities when God comes in judgment, which will occur unexpectedly. This fear is not meant to induce anxiety but to promote vigilance and a serious approach to their discipleship.
3. What does the imagery of "stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning" signify? This imagery calls for a constant state of preparedness and alertness, similar to servants ready to open the door for their master returning from a wedding feast. "Staying dressed for action" implies readiness to move and serve, while "keeping lamps burning" suggests vigilance in the darkness, awaiting the Lord's arrival. It signifies that disciples should live in a state of constant expectation and active service.
4. How does Jesus' parable of the master serving the watchful servants illustrate the nature of God's kingdom? The parable where the master, upon finding his servants awake and ready, serves them at the table illustrates a reversal of typical social hierarchies in God's kingdom. It highlights the immense honor and reward that awaits those who are faithful and vigilant in their service to the Lord. This unexpected act underscores the unique and gracious nature of God's reward for faithful discipleship in the eschaton.
5. What is the significance of Peter's question about whether Jesus' parables are for the disciples or for everyone? Peter's question prompts Jesus to address the specific responsibilities of leadership within the kingdom of God. Jesus responds with the parable of the faithful and wise steward, emphasizing that those entrusted with leadership roles have a greater responsibility and will face stricter judgment if they fail to discharge their duties faithfully. This highlights the accountability that comes with any position of responsibility within God's kingdom.
6. Why does Jesus say he came to bring division rather than peace in Luke 12:49-53? Jesus' statement about bringing division signifies that the radical commitment required by his kingdom will inevitably lead to divisions, even within families. Choosing to follow Jesus and prioritizing kingdom values may conflict with familial expectations and loyalties. This division arises not from Jesus' intention to destroy families but from the contrasting priorities between the kingdom of God and worldly attachments.
7. What does Jesus mean when he criticizes the crowds for being able to interpret weather signs but not the "present time"? Jesus is rebuking the people for their inability to recognize the significance of his ministry and the arrival of God's kingdom, despite their skill in interpreting natural phenomena. He calls them hypocrites for being astute in worldly matters but blind to the spiritual realities and the urgency of responding to God's call in their time.
8. How should believers understand Jesus' demand for prioritizing the kingdom of God above family relationships? Jesus' demand for prioritizing the kingdom does not necessarily mean abandoning natural family ties but rather placing ultimate commitment, fidelity, and loyalty to God and his kingdom first. This prioritization may lead to division when family members do not share the same commitment, but it does not negate the importance of natural kinship. Instead, it calls for a reordering of priorities where allegiance to God supersedes all other allegiances.
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