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1. Abstract of Darko, Luke, Session 18, The Beelzebul Controversy (Luke 11:14-36), Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

 Dr. Daniel Darko's eighteenth session on Luke's Gospel examines the Beelzebul controversy in Luke 11:14-36. The lecture analyzes the crowd's reaction to Jesus's exorcism, noting their skepticism and attribution of his power to Satan. Dr. Darko highlights Jesus's response, where he defends his actions by contrasting the kingdoms of God and Satan and warns against demanding signs. The session concludes with a reflection on the sign of Jonah and a call to recognize and embrace Jesus's true identity and ministry.
2.  13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Darko, Luke, Session 18 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament  Gospels  Luke). 
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Briefing Document: The Beelzebul Controversy (Luke 11:14-36)
Overview:
This briefing document summarizes Dr. Daniel K. Darko's lecture on the "Beelzebul Controversy" found in Luke 11:14-36. Dr. Darko analyzes this passage, highlighting the reactions to Jesus' exorcism, Jesus' response concerning the nature of his power, and his subsequent rebuke of a generation demanding signs while failing to recognize the divine work before them. The lecture emphasizes the clash between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of darkness and calls for genuine faith and recognition of Jesus' true identity and mission.
Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. The Power Encounter and Varied Reactions:
· Jesus casts out a demon that caused muteness, leading to amazement among the people: "Now, he was casting out a demon that was mute. When a demon had gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled." (Luke 11:14 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko).
· However, some skeptics attribute Jesus' power to Beelzebul, "the prince of demons," questioning the source of his authority: "But some of them said he cast out demons of Beelzebul, the prince of demons..." (Luke 11:15 ESV, paraphrased by Dr. Darko).
· Others demanded a sign from heaven to test him.
1. Jesus' Defense: The Two Kingdoms Concept:
· Knowing their thoughts, Jesus argues that a divided kingdom cannot stand, including Satan's: "Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul." (Luke 11:17-18 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko).
· He points out the inconsistency of their accusation, as their own people also performed exorcisms: "And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore, they will be your judges." (Luke 11:19 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko).
· Jesus clearly states that his power comes "by the finger of God," signifying the power of God at work, indicating the arrival of the Kingdom of God: "But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you." (Luke 11:20 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko).
· Dr. Darko explains that "the finger of God" is a term used in the Old Testament (Exodus, Psalm 8) to refer to the power and handiwork of God, and in Matthew 12, it resonates with the Spirit of God.
· He uses the analogy of a stronger man overcoming a strong, armed man to illustrate his power over Satan: "When a strong man fully armed guards his own place, his goods are safe. But when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted, and divides his spoil." (Luke 11:21-22 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko). This emphasizes that Jesus, being stronger than Satan, can invade his territory and set people free.
1. The Danger of Neutrality and the Return of Evil:
· Jesus asserts the necessity of alignment with him: "Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters." (Luke 11:23 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko).
· He warns about the potential for a worse state after deliverance if the "house" (the person) is not filled with something good: "When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through the waterless places seeking rest. And finding none, it says, I will return to my house from which I came. And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of the person is worse than the first." (Luke 11:24-26 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko). This highlights the need for ongoing spiritual vigilance and commitment.
1. Rebuke for Demanding Signs and Ignoring the Present Truth:
· A woman in the crowd blesses Jesus' mother, but Jesus redirects the focus to true discipleship: "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it." (Luke 11:28 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko). He emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's word over sensationalism.
· Jesus rebukes the generation for constantly seeking signs while failing to recognize the significance of his presence and teaching: "This generation is an evil generation. It seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah." (Luke 11:29 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko).
· The sign of Jonah is presented as a parallel: just as Jonah was a sign to the people of Nineveh through his preaching and their subsequent repentance, so too is Jesus a sign to this generation. However, this generation is portrayed as unwilling to heed his message.
· Jesus uses the examples of the Queen of Sheba and the men of Nineveh as future witnesses who will condemn this generation for their lack of response to greater wisdom and a call to repentance present in Jesus: "The queen of the south will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them. For she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here... The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn them. For they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here." (Luke 11:31-32 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko).
1. The Importance of Spiritual Discernment (Light and Darkness):
· Jesus uses the analogy of a lamp to illustrate the importance of clear vision: "No one, after lighting a lamp, puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand so that those who enter may see the light." (Luke 11:33 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko).
· He connects the eye to spiritual understanding: "Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light. But when it is bad, your body is full of darkness. Therefore, be careful lest the light in you be darkness." (Luke 11:34-36 ESV, quoted by Dr. Darko). This emphasizes the need for sound judgment and the danger of distorted perception, which prevents them from recognizing the work of God.
Dr. Darko's Emphasis and Application:
· Dr. Darko expresses his strong feelings about attributing God's work to demonic forces, highlighting the seriousness of such an accusation.
· He emphasizes that Jesus' mission is about setting captives free and healing, not merely demonstrating power.
· He urges listeners to recognize the Kingdom of God at work and to respond with repentance and faith, rather than constantly seeking more signs.
· He connects the historical context to contemporary relevance, challenging listeners to examine their own hearts and whether they truly see and hear the word of God.
· He concludes with a passionate call to embrace Jesus as Lord and Savior and to experience the life-transforming power of the Holy Spirit, which dispels the forces of darkness.
Key Quotes from Dr. Darko:
· "Here they are accusing him that he is working on behalf of Satan, and Jesus is not going to take it."
· "The spirit of evil cannot work on behalf of the spirit of good. And Jesus is ballistic, if you like. Now, I should say Jesus is a nice man. He wouldn't have said he is ballistic. That is my word. Just not happy about that."
· "True discipleship does not include attribution of the work of God to the works of demons."
· "Do you see the power of God for what the power of God is? Do you see and hear the word of God for what the word of God is? Or are you waiting for a sign like that of the sign of Jonah?"
This session by Dr. Darko provides a detailed examination of the Beelzebul Controversy, emphasizing the critical choice between recognizing the Kingdom of God in Jesus' ministry or attributing it to evil, and the consequences of such misjudgment.
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Study Guide: The Beelzebul Controversy (Luke 11:14-36)
Key Themes and Concepts:
· Jesus' Authority and Power: Explore the nature and source of Jesus' ability to perform exorcisms and heal.
· The Beelzebul Accusation: Understand the accusation leveled against Jesus, attributing his power to Satan.
· Jesus' Defense: Analyze Jesus' logical and theological arguments against the accusation, including the concept of divided kingdoms.
· The Kingdom of God vs. the Kingdom of Darkness: Differentiate between these two opposing forces as presented in the passage.
· The Sign of Jonah: Interpret the meaning and significance of Jesus' reference to the sign of Jonah.
· The Demand for Signs: Examine the motivation behind the crowd's request for a sign and Jesus' response.
· True Discipleship: Identify the characteristics of true discipleship as implied in Jesus' teachings during this controversy.
· The Role of the Holy Spirit: Consider the implicit role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus' ministry and in countering evil.
· Judgment and Repentance: Understand the implications of Jesus' references to the Queen of Sheba and the men of Nineveh.
· Light and Darkness: Analyze the imagery of light and darkness used by Jesus to illustrate spiritual discernment.
Quiz:
1. Describe the immediate event that triggers the Beelzebul controversy in Luke 11.
2. What is the specific accusation made by some in the crowd regarding the source of Jesus' power to cast out demons?
3. Explain Jesus' argument using the analogy of a divided kingdom. What point is he trying to make?
4. According to Jesus, by whose power does he cast out demons, and what is the implication of this?
5. Summarize the parable of the strong man and the stronger man. How does Jesus use this to explain his ministry?
6. What is the significance of Jesus saying, "Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters"?
7. When the crowd asks for a sign from heaven, what sign does Jesus say will be given to them? Explain its meaning.
8. Why does Jesus mention the Queen of the South and the men of Nineveh in his response to the generation seeking a sign?
9. Explain the imagery of the lamp and the eye that Jesus uses in verses 33-36. What is he trying to convey?
10. According to the lecture, what is the main point Jesus is trying to make about the kingdom of God in the context of this controversy?
Answer Key:
1. Jesus casts out a demon that was mute, and upon the demon leaving, the man speaks. This miraculous event prompts the crowd's reaction and the subsequent accusation.
2. Some members of the crowd accuse Jesus of casting out demons by the power of Beelzebul, whom they consider the prince of demons or Satan himself.
3. Jesus argues that if Satan were to empower him to cast out his own demons, it would mean Satan's kingdom is divided against itself, which is illogical and would lead to its downfall.
4. Jesus states that he casts out demons "by the finger of God," implying that his power comes directly from God, and thus the kingdom of God has come upon them.
5. The parable illustrates that Satan (the strong man) has a domain, but Jesus (the stronger man) can overpower Satan, take away his armor, and divide his spoils, signifying the victory of God's kingdom over evil.
6. This statement emphasizes that there is no neutral ground in the spiritual battle; one is either aligned with Jesus and his work of gathering (bringing people into the kingdom) or against him, contributing to scattering.
7. Jesus says the only sign this evil generation will receive is the sign of Jonah. This refers to Jonah's experience of being in the belly of the fish and then preaching repentance to Nineveh, paralleling Jesus' death, resurrection, and call to repentance.
8. He mentions them as examples of those who responded to a divine message (Jonah's preaching, Solomon's wisdom) despite less compelling circumstances, contrasting with the present generation that witnesses Jesus' greater works and wisdom yet remains skeptical.
9. The lamp represents the eye as the source of light for the body. A healthy eye allows the whole body to be full of light (spiritual discernment), while a bad eye leads to darkness (spiritual blindness). Jesus urges them to ensure their inner "light" is not darkness.
10. The main point is that the power of God is actively at work in Jesus' ministry, bringing healing and freedom, and that attributing this work to evil is a grave misunderstanding and rejection of God's presence and reign.


Essay Format Questions:
1. Analyze the Beelzebul controversy in Luke 11:14-36. Discuss the accusations against Jesus, his defense, and the implications for understanding his identity and mission.
2. Explore the significance of the "two kingdoms" concept in Jesus' response to the Beelzebul accusation. How does this framework illuminate the nature of spiritual conflict and the arrival of God's kingdom?
3. Discuss the meaning and importance of the "sign of Jonah" in the context of Luke 11:29-32. How does Jesus use this reference to critique the demands for signs and highlight the present opportunity for repentance?
4. Examine Jesus' use of contrasting imagery, such as light and darkness, and the examples of the Queen of the South and the men of Nineveh, in Luke 11:33-36. What do these elements reveal about the importance of spiritual discernment and responsiveness to God's work?
5. Based on Luke 11:14-36, discuss the characteristics of true discipleship in contrast to the skepticism and misinterpretation displayed by some in the crowd. What does this passage teach about recognizing and responding to the work of God?


Glossary of Key Terms:
· Beelzebul: A term often associated with Satan or the prince of demons. It likely derives from a pagan deity and represents the ultimate source of evil in this context.
· Exorcism: The act of casting out evil spirits or demons from a person or place. It was a practice known in both Jewish and pagan cultures during Jesus' time.
· Mute (in this context): The inability to speak, attributed here to demonic influence or oppression.
· Kingdom of God: The reign and rule of God in the hearts of people and ultimately over all creation. Jesus' miracles and teachings signify its arrival.
· Kingdom of Darkness: The realm of Satan and demonic forces, opposed to the Kingdom of God.
· Sign (seeking a sign): In this context, a demand for miraculous proof or validation, often stemming from skepticism or a lack of faith.
· Sign of Jonah: A symbolic reference to Jonah's three days and nights in the belly of the great fish, which Jesus connects to his own death and resurrection, signifying a unique and ultimate sign.
· Repentance: A turning away from sin and toward God, involving a change of heart and behavior.
· Spiritual Discernment: The ability to distinguish between good and evil, truth and falsehood, often involving insight guided by the Holy Spirit.
· The Finger of God: A metaphorical expression for the power and authority of God at work in the world.
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5. FAQs on Darko, Luke, Session 18, The Beelzebul Controversy (Luke 11:14-36), Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions: The Beelzebul Controversy (Luke 11:14-36)
1. What prompted the discussion known as the Beelzebul Controversy in Luke's Gospel?
The Beelzebul Controversy arose after Jesus cast out a demon that had caused a man to be mute. The crowd marveled at this display of power, but some skeptics accused Jesus of casting out demons by the power of Beelzebul, whom they considered the prince of demons. This accusation, ascribing Jesus' miraculous work to satanic power, initiated the ensuing debate and teaching by Jesus.
2. How did Jesus respond to the accusation that he was casting out demons by the power of Beelzebul?
Knowing their thoughts, Jesus responded with a logical argument based on the principle that "every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls." He argued that if Satan were casting out his own demons, his kingdom would be divided and unable to stand. He further pointed out that if he cast out demons by Beelzebul, then by whom did their own people cast them out? Jesus concluded that if he cast out demons by the "finger of God," then the kingdom of God had come upon them.
3. What is the significance of Jesus saying he casts out demons by the "finger of God"?
The phrase "finger of God" is a significant allusion to the power of God at work, as seen in the Exodus narrative. It signifies that Jesus' authority and ability to overcome evil spirits come directly from God's own power, not from any evil source. By using this phrase, Jesus clearly distinguishes his work from the power of Satan and establishes that his actions are a manifestation of God's kingdom breaking into the present reality.
4. What is the meaning of Jesus' parable of the strong man and the stronger man in this context?
The parable illustrates the conflict between the kingdom of Satan (the strong man) and the kingdom of God (the stronger man, Jesus). Satan, as the strong man, guards his territory and possessions (those oppressed by demons). However, Jesus, being stronger, can overcome Satan, disarm him, and liberate those he holds captive. This parable underscores Jesus' power and authority over evil and the reality that his ministry involves actively contending against and defeating the forces of darkness.
5. What does Jesus mean when he says, "Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters"?
This statement emphasizes the radical choice people face in response to Jesus' ministry. There is no neutral ground in the cosmic battle between good and evil. To reject Jesus and attribute his work to Satan is to actively align oneself against God's kingdom. True allegiance requires actively participating in God's work of liberation and healing, "gathering" with Jesus to expand his kingdom, rather than passively or actively opposing it ("scattering").
6. Why does Jesus refer to the "sign of Jonah" when addressing the generation seeking a sign?
Jesus criticizes the generation for demanding more signs despite witnessing his powerful works. He states that the only sign they will receive is the "sign of Jonah." This has a dual meaning: first, just as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days and then preached to Nineveh, so too will the Son of Man experience death and resurrection. Second, Jonah's preaching led to the repentance of the Ninevites, highlighting the need for this generation to repent upon hearing Jesus' message, which is even greater than Jonah's.
7. How do the examples of the Queen of the South and the men of Nineveh serve as a rebuke to Jesus' contemporaries?
The Queen of the South (Queen of Sheba) traveled a great distance to hear the wisdom of Solomon, recognizing its value. The men of Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah. Jesus points out that someone greater than Solomon and Jonah is present among them, yet they fail to recognize his wisdom and power and refuse to repent. Their lack of faith and their rejection of Jesus despite the clear evidence will lead these historical figures to stand as witnesses against them at the judgment.


8. What is the significance of Jesus' teaching on the lamp and the eye in relation to the Beelzebul Controversy?
Jesus uses the analogy of the lamp and the eye to illustrate the importance of having a clear and healthy spiritual perception. If the "eye" (one's understanding and judgment) is healthy, the whole body (one's life and actions) will be full of light. However, if the "eye" is bad, the whole body will be full of darkness. In the context of the controversy, Jesus is saying that the people's distorted perception, attributing his divine work to demonic power, indicates a spiritual blindness that prevents them from recognizing the truth and the arrival of God's kingdom. They are failing to see the clear light of God's work shining through Jesus.
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