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1. Abstract of Darko, Luke, Session 17, Jesus on Prayer (Lk. 11:1-13), Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

 Dr. Daniel Darko's lecture, Session 17 on the Gospel of Luke (11:1-13), focuses on Jesus' teachings about prayer. Darko highlights the disciple's request to learn how to pray, Jesus' emphasis on addressing God as "Father," and the relational aspect of prayer rather than ritual. The session further examines the Lord's Prayer in Luke's account, stressing the honor of God, the coming of His kingdom, provision, forgiveness, and guidance. Finally, Darko analyzes Jesus' parables on persistence in prayer and God's willingness to give good gifts, particularly the Holy Spirit, emphasizing God's loving, paternal nature.
2.  14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Darko, Luke, Session 17 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament  Gospels  Luke). 





3. Briefing Document: Darko, Luke, Session 17, Jesus on Prayer (Lk. 11:1-13)Top of Form
Top of Form
Briefing Document: Dr. Daniel K. Darko on Jesus' Teaching on Prayer (Luke 11:1-13)
Executive Summary:
This briefing document summarizes Dr. Daniel Darko's analysis of Jesus' teaching on prayer in Luke 11:1-13. Dr. Darko highlights several key themes, including the relational aspect of prayer as addressing God as "Father," the emphasis on God's honor and kingdom, the practical needs addressed in prayer, the importance of forgiveness, and the necessity of persistence in prayer, supported by the assurance of God's generous provision, particularly the Holy Spirit. He contrasts Luke's account with Matthew's, noting Luke's specific emphasis on the Holy Spirit. Dr. Darko also addresses potential difficulties in understanding the "Father" concept based on earthly experiences and emphasizes the ideal of the loving and providing heavenly Father.
Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. The Relational Nature of Prayer: Addressing God as "Father":
· The disciples ask Jesus to teach them to pray, mirroring John's teaching to his disciples. Jesus responds by instructing them to say, "Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come." (Luke 11:2)
· Dr. Darko emphasizes that Luke's use of "Father" (compared to Matthew's "Our Father") highlights a direct and intimate relationship with God. He states, "Luke is introducing a direct address to a father to say, pray to him, father, as if to say, this is my dad."
· He clarifies that prayer is not a ritualistic act but a "relationship, an interaction between two people or one or more people in a good relationship, as a father and his children."
· Dr. Darko acknowledges that negative experiences with earthly fathers might hinder understanding God as Father but stresses that the "father in heaven is not like your father on earth" and encourages embracing the concept of a loving and caring God.
· He elaborates on the ideal of the father in the Second Temple Jewish context as the head of the household who provides, protects, guides, and preserves the family's honor and welfare.
1. The Priorities in Prayer: Honor, Kingdom, and Daily Needs:
· The initial elements of the prayer taught by Jesus focus on God's honor ("hallowed be your name") and the coming of His kingdom ("your kingdom come").
· Dr. Darko explains that "hallowed be your name" means God's name should be set apart, sanctified, and honored in the lives of believers. He notes, "When we say hallowed be your name, that is, in effect, what we are saying. This is part of the kinship obligation. Children live to honor their parents..."
· Praying "your kingdom come" signifies a desire for God's reign and will to be established in the lives and affairs of believers, suggesting that "if God's reign is at work, no one, no power can interfere with what God is about to do and will do in your life."
· The prayer then moves to practical needs: "Give us each day our daily bread." Dr. Darko points out the ambiguity of the word translated "daily," suggesting it could refer to bread needed for the present, the future, or simply necessary bread. Regardless, it emphasizes trusting God for provision, rooted in the understanding of the Father's responsibility to provide for His family.
1. The Relational Dynamics: Forgiveness:
· The prayer includes the petition, "and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us." This highlights the interconnectedness of receiving God's forgiveness and extending forgiveness to others within God's household.
· Dr. Darko emphasizes the practical reality of relationships within a family, including God's family, where "too many people will wrong too many people. We will need forgiveness."
· He contrasts his past rote recitation of the Lord's Prayer with a deeper understanding of its relational implications, where believers are called to imagine a God who forgives and expects them to forgive others.
1. Guidance and Protection: "Lead us not into temptation":
· The final petition in the prayer is "and lead us not into temptation," indicating a reliance on God for guidance and protection from trials and wrong paths. Dr. Darko interprets this as praying that God "leads in the right paths, who leads in the right way, and pray that he makes these things happen in your life."
1. The Assurance of Answered Prayer Through Persistence:
· Jesus follows the teaching on prayer with the parable of the friend seeking bread at midnight. This parable illustrates the importance of persistence in prayer.
· Dr. Darko explains the cultural context of honor and shame, where refusing to help a friend would be embarrassing. However, the parable highlights that even if the friend is reluctant to help due to inconvenience, he will ultimately do so because of the persistent "imprudence" or "persistence" of the one asking.
· Jesus uses this parable to encourage persistent prayer: "I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 11:9) This is linked to the idea that believers should "cry out to this father; persist if you are not getting the answers, ask and keep asking, seek and keep seeking, knock and keep knocking."
1. God's Generous Provision: The Holy Spirit:
· Jesus concludes by contrasting earthly fathers with the heavenly Father. Even "if you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?" (Luke 11:13)
· Dr. Darko emphasizes Luke's specific theological emphasis on the Holy Spirit, noting that Matthew's parallel passage speaks of good gifts. He highlights that the heavenly Father's desire to provide for His children extends to the ultimate good gift of the Holy Spirit.
· He counters the notion of ancient fathers as tyrannical, arguing that the natural sensibility of a father is to desire the best for their children. This underscores the trustworthiness of the heavenly Father's desire to give good things.
Key Differences from Matthew (Mentioned by Dr. Darko):
· Address to God: Luke uses "Father," while Matthew uses "Our Father," highlighting a more individual and direct relationship in Luke's account.
· Theological Emphasis: Luke specifically mentions the giving of the Holy Spirit in response to prayer, aligning with his broader emphasis on the Spirit, whereas Matthew refers to "good gifts."


Conclusion:
Dr. Darko's analysis of Luke 11:1-13 emphasizes that Jesus' teaching on prayer centers on a personal and trusting relationship with God as Father. This relationship involves honoring God, seeking His kingdom, trusting Him for daily needs, practicing forgiveness, seeking His guidance, and persistently asking with the assurance of His generous provision, culminating in the gift of the Holy Spirit. Understanding the cultural context of kinship and the ideal of fatherhood is crucial for grasping the depth of Jesus' message. Dr. Darko encourages listeners to embrace this concept of a loving heavenly Father and to cultivate a consistent and relational prayer life.
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Study Guide: Luke 11:1-13 - Jesus on Prayer
Key Themes:
· The nature of prayer as relationship with God the Father.
· The importance of honoring God's name and seeking His kingdom.
· Trusting God for daily provision and forgiveness.
· The necessity of forgiving others.
· Persistence in prayer.
· God's desire to give good gifts, including the Holy Spirit, to those who ask.
Quiz:
1. According to Dr. Darko, how does Luke's account of Jesus teaching on prayer in chapter 11 relate to Matthew's Gospel?
2. What is the significance of Jesus teaching his disciples to address God as "Father" according to this lecture? What contrast does Dr. Darko draw with earthly father figures?
3. Explain the meaning of the phrase "hallowed be your name" in the context of prayer as discussed in this session.
4. What are the two dimensions of forgiveness highlighted in the prayer Jesus taught his disciples in Luke 11?
5. Summarize the parable of the friend at midnight. What is the key point Jesus makes through this story about prayer?
6. What does Jesus mean when he encourages his disciples to "ask, seek, and knock"? What does this imply about how one should approach prayer?
7. What analogy does Jesus use to assure his disciples that God will give them good gifts when they ask? Explain the specific examples he provides.
8. What is the "good gift" that Luke specifically mentions the heavenly Father will give to those who ask? How does this differ from Matthew's account, according to Dr. Darko?
9. How does Dr. Darko connect the concept of kinship and family to understanding prayer in the kingdom of God?
10. According to Dr. Darko, what is the fundamental nature of prayer that Jesus emphasizes in this passage, moving beyond the idea of ritual or offering?
Answer Key:
1. Dr. Darko states that Luke picks up material found in Matthew's Sermon on the Mount, specifically the discussion on prayer. In Matthew, this discussion on piety occurs in chapter 6, while in Luke, it appears at the beginning of chapter 11.
2. Referring to God as "Father" emphasizes a personal and intimate relationship, moving away from a formal or distant interaction. Dr. Darko contrasts this with the potentially negative or imperfect experiences some individuals may have with their earthly fathers, stressing that the heavenly Father is a loving and caring figure unlike any flawed earthly parent.
3. "Hallowed be your name" means that the disciple prays for God's name to be honored, sanctified, and glorified through their lives and actions. It reflects a desire for God to be seen as holy and respected by others because of the believer's conduct.
4. The two dimensions of forgiveness are God's forgiveness of our sins and our forgiveness of those who sin against us. This reciprocal aspect highlights the relational dynamic within God's family and the importance of extending grace to others.
5. The parable describes a man who urgently needs bread for a late-night guest and persistently asks a reluctant friend for help. The key point is that even if the friend is unwilling to help out of friendship initially, he will eventually respond due to the persistent and even "imprudent" requests of his neighbor. This illustrates the importance of persistence in prayer.
6. "Ask, seek, and knock" encourages believers to be active and persistent in their prayers. It implies that prayer is not a passive act but requires continuous effort and earnestness in bringing our requests before God with the assurance that He will respond.
7. Jesus uses the analogy of earthly fathers and their natural inclination to give their children good things. He gives the examples of a father not giving a serpent when asked for a fish, or a scorpion when asked for an egg, to illustrate that God, being a perfect and loving Father, will certainly give good gifts to His children.
8. Luke specifically mentions that the heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask. Dr. Darko notes that while Matthew speaks of good gifts, Luke, with his emphasis on the Holy Spirit, highlights this particular gift as a key blessing from God in response to prayer.
9. Dr. Darko explains that Jesus frames the teachings of the kingdom of God as a family affair, emphasizing kinship and friendship. Prayer is presented as a relational interaction between a father and his children, where believers can approach God with the trust and confidence they would have in a loving parent.
10. Dr. Darko emphasizes that prayer, according to Jesus in this passage, is fundamentally a relationship, an interaction between God as a Father and His children. It is not merely a ritualistic practice or an offering, but a dynamic communication built on trust, honor, and the expectation of a loving response.

Essay Format Questions:
1. Discuss the significance of the title "Father" in Jesus' teaching on prayer in Luke 11:1-13. How does this relational term shape our understanding of how to approach God in prayer, according to Dr. Darko?
2. Analyze the parable of the friend at midnight in Luke 11:5-8. How does this parable illustrate the concept of persistence in prayer, and what does it teach us about God's willingness to answer our requests?
3. Compare and contrast the emphasis on God as "Father" in Luke 11:2 and the promise of the Holy Spirit in Luke 11:13. How do these two aspects of the passage reveal key elements of Luke's theological perspective on prayer?
4. Explore the connection between forgiveness (Luke 11:4) and the concept of God's household or family discussed by Dr. Darko. How does the need for both divine and interpersonal forgiveness contribute to the dynamics of this spiritual family?
5. Critically evaluate Dr. Darko's assertion that the "ideal father" in the Second Temple Jewish context was viewed positively. How does Jesus' analogy of earthly fathers giving good gifts relate to this understanding and to our trust in the heavenly Father?
Glossary of Key Terms:
· Hallowed: To be regarded as holy; revered or respected. In the context of prayer, it signifies a desire for God's name to be honored and glorified.
· Kingdom of God: God's reign, rule, and authority over the lives and affairs of those who submit to His will. Praying for the kingdom to come is asking for God's influence to be more fully realized on earth.
· Daily Bread: The provision of sustenance and necessities for each day. This aspect of prayer emphasizes dependence on God for our physical needs.
· Forgiveness: The act of pardoning an offense or debt. In the Lord's Prayer, it includes both seeking God's forgiveness for our sins and extending forgiveness to others.
· Temptation: A trial or enticement to sin. The prayer "lead us not into temptation" is a request for God's guidance and protection from spiritual danger.
· Persistence (Imprudence): Continuing steadfastly in prayer, even when answers are not immediately apparent. The parable of the friend at midnight highlights the effectiveness of persistent asking.
· Kinship: The state of being related by blood or marriage. Dr. Darko uses this term to emphasize the familial relationship between believers and God as Father.
· Holy Spirit: The third person of the Trinity, understood in Luke as a key gift from the Father to those who ask, empowering and guiding believers.
· Discipleship: The state of being a follower or learner of a particular teacher or philosophy. In this context, it refers to those who follow Jesus and seek to learn from Him, including how to pray.
· Second Temple Judaism: The period of Jewish history between the completion of the Second Temple in Jerusalem (c. 516 BCE) and its destruction by the Romans in 70 CE. This is the historical and cultural context in which Jesus lived and taught.
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5. FAQs on Darko, Luke, Session 17, Jesus on Prayer 
(Lk. 11:1-13), Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions on Jesus' Teaching on Prayer in Luke 11:1-13
1. Why did the disciples ask Jesus to teach them how to pray? The disciples observed Jesus' consistent practice of prayer and recognized it as a significant aspect of his spiritual discipline. Just as John the Baptist taught his disciples how to pray, Jesus' followers desired to learn this essential practice from their own master. Their request stemmed from a desire to deepen their relationship with God, mirroring the intimacy they saw in Jesus' prayer life.
2. How does Luke's version of the Lord's Prayer differ from Matthew's, and what is the significance of these differences, particularly the address "Father"? Luke's version of the Lord's Prayer is shorter than Matthew's and begins simply with "Father," whereas Matthew uses "Our Father in heaven." Luke's direct address emphasizes the intimate and personal relationship believers can have with God, akin to a child addressing their dad. This highlights that prayer is not merely a ritual but a relational interaction with a loving Father, fostering a sense of kinship and trust without fear. While Matthew includes the collective "our," Luke focuses on the individual's direct connection to God as "Father."
3. What does it mean to pray "hallowed be your name," and why is this the first petition in the prayer? To pray "hallowed be your name" means to ask that God's name be honored, sanctified, and glorified in our lives and through our actions. This petition prioritizes God's honor above our own needs, reflecting a disciple's primary concern for the reputation and glory of their heavenly Father. It underscores the kinship obligation of children desiring to honor their parents.
4. How should believers understand the petition "your kingdom come" in their prayer life? Praying "your kingdom come" is asking for God's reign and will to be established and active in the world, in our hearts, minds, and in all aspects of life. It's an acknowledgment that God's rule brings power and transformation, and a desire for God's influence to prevail over any opposing forces.


5. What is the significance of asking for "our daily bread," and what does it reveal about God's provision? The request for "our daily bread" emphasizes dependence on God for our fundamental needs. The term "daily" can also imply the bread needed for today or even the necessary bread. This petition highlights the Father's responsibility and willingness to provide for his children, fostering trust in God's consistent care and provision. It's a prayer rooted in the understanding of God as the ultimate provider for the family.
6. How are forgiveness from God and forgiving others interconnected in Jesus' teaching on prayer? Jesus teaches that we should pray for God's forgiveness in the same way that we forgive those indebted to us. This reciprocal aspect of forgiveness underscores the relational dimension of God's household. Just as we seek God's grace, we are called to extend that same grace to others within the community, fostering unity and reconciliation. Forgiveness is essential for healthy relationships within God's family.
7. What is the point of the parable of the friend at midnight in the context of prayer? The parable of the friend at midnight illustrates the importance of persistence in prayer. Even if an earthly friend is initially reluctant to help due to inconvenience, persistent asking ("imprudence") will eventually lead to a response. Jesus uses this to encourage believers to be persistent in their prayers to their heavenly Father, assuring them that God, who is far more generous and loving than any earthly friend, will answer those who ask, seek, and knock.
8. What is the ultimate "good gift" that the heavenly Father desires to give to those who ask, according to Luke's Gospel? While earthly fathers know how to give good physical gifts to their children, Jesus emphasizes that the heavenly Father's ultimate good gift is the Holy Spirit. This highlights a key emphasis in Luke's theology, portraying the Holy Spirit as the best provision and empowering presence God gives to those who seek Him in prayer. This gift is far greater and more beneficial than any material request, signifying God's desire for our spiritual well-being and empowerment.
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