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1. Abstract of Darko, Luke, Session 12, Miraculous Encounters with Jesus (Lk. 8:22-56), Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

 Dr. Daniel Darko's teaching session focuses on miraculous encounters with Jesus recorded in Luke 8:22-56. The session examines Jesus' power and authority through three key miracles: calming a storm, healing a demon-possessed man, and raising Jairus' daughter from the dead while also healing a woman with a hemorrhage. Darko emphasizes how these acts demonstrate the nature of the kingdom of God, where Jesus' proclamation is accompanied by his powerful deeds. He highlights the themes of faith, trust, and Jesus' ability to overcome natural forces, evil spirits, and even death, illustrating his divine authority.
2.  15 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Darko, Luke, Session 12 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament  Gospels  Luke). 
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Briefing Document: Miraculous Encounters with Jesus in Luke 8:22-56
Executive Summary:
This briefing document summarizes Dr. Daniel Darko's analysis of three significant miraculous encounters with Jesus as recorded in Luke 8:22-56. Dr. Darko emphasizes Luke's portrayal of Jesus as proclaiming and bringing the Kingdom of God, where both his teachings and miraculous deeds demonstrate God's power and authority over nature, evil spirits, and even death. The session highlights the importance of faith in the face of life's storms and the transformative power of encountering Jesus.
Main Themes and Important Ideas/Facts:
1. Jesus Calming the Storm (Luke 8:22-25): Mastery Over Nature and the Importance of Faith
· Context: Jesus and his disciples are crossing a lake when a severe windstorm arises, threatening to capsize their boat.
· Miracle: Jesus rebukes the wind and the raging waves, and they immediately cease, resulting in a great calm.
· Dr. Darko's Analysis:Luke's account emphasizes Jesus sleeping in the midst of the storm, contrasting his peace with the disciples' terror. This doesn't indicate a lack of care but perhaps exhaustion.
· The disciples, being professional fishermen familiar with the lake, were beyond their ability to control the situation, highlighting the extraordinary nature of the miracle.
· Jesus' rebuke of the storm demonstrates his authority over nature. As Dr. Darko states, "He rebuked the storm as if the storm had an ear to hear."
· Following the calming of the storm, Jesus questions the disciples: "Where is your faith?" (Luke 8:25). Dr. Darko explains that "faith is accent and trust" – a belief in Jesus that leads to entrusting oneself to his care.
· The storm serves as a teachable moment about faith. While believers may still face storms, Jesus' presence signifies his power to intervene. Dr. Darko clarifies, "The fact that Jesus was sleeping did not mean he was not present. The fact that he was sleeping did not mean he did not care. The fact that the circumstances seem as if he was not by his side does not mean he has no power to do something about it."
· The point is not that facing storms indicates a lack of faith, but rather that Jesus used this occasion to strengthen the disciples' trust in him.
2. Jesus and the Demoniac in the Gerasenes (Luke 8:26-39): Power Over Evil Spirits and Transformation
· Context: Upon arriving in Gentile territory, Jesus encounters a severely demon-possessed man who lived among the tombs, wore no clothes, and was violent.
· Miracle: Jesus commands the unclean spirit to come out of the man. The demons, identifying themselves as "Legion" (suggesting a large number), beg not to be sent into the abyss and are instead allowed to enter a herd of pigs, which then rush into the lake and drown. The formerly possessed man is found clothed and in his right mind, sitting at Jesus' feet.
· Dr. Darko's Analysis:Luke's worldview, according to Dr. Darko, acknowledges the existence and influence of evil spirits in the material world, including the possibility of demonic possession. He notes that this belief was common in the ancient world and remains prevalent in many cultures today.
· The demons recognize Jesus and call him "Jesus, son of the highest God" (Luke 8:28), demonstrating that spiritual forces opposing God acknowledge Jesus' authority. Dr. Darko cautions against ministers being overly impressed by such recognition, as it doesn't necessarily signify spiritual greatness in the human recipient.
· The miraculous deliverance results in a radical transformation of the demoniac's life. Dr. Darko highlights the contrast: "The guy who did not keep himself up with the right mind and is so violent... will be found with Jesus clothed with a new identity. The guy who could not find a dwelling among people who prefer to live in the tombs or in the desert... will be found with the posture of a disciple sitting at the feet of Jesus."
· The healed man desires to follow Jesus, but Jesus instructs him to "return to your home and declare how much God has done for you" (Luke 8:39). He becomes a witness, "proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him."
· Dr. Darko shares personal anecdotes of witnessing similarDeliverances, affirming the continued power of Jesus' name to set people free from demonic influence. He emphasizes that the outcome – the transformation of a destroyed life – is the key.
3. The Healing of the Woman with Hemorrhage and the Raising of Jairus' Daughter (Luke 8:40-56): Faith, Divine Orchestration, and Victory Over Death
· Context: Jesus is welcomed back by a crowd. Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, pleads with Jesus to heal his dying twelve-year-old daughter (Luke uniquely identifies her as his "only daughter"). On the way to Jairus' house, a woman who has suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years secretly touches the fringe of Jesus' garment and is instantly healed. While Jesus is speaking to her, news arrives that Jairus' daughter has died.
· Miracles: The woman with the hemorrhage is healed upon touching Jesus' garment. Jairus' daughter is raised back to life by Jesus, who says, "Child, rise" (Luke 8:54).
· Dr. Darko's Analysis:Dr. Darko highlights the contrasting social status of Jairus (prominent) and the woman with the hemorrhage (an outcast due to her condition, which would have made her ritually unclean). Yet, Jesus ministers to both.
· The twelve-year duration of both the woman's illness and the daughter's life is noted, suggesting a divine orchestration. "This woman has been bleeding as long as Jairus' daughter lived. This is to say, Jairus' daughter had had a life for 12 years, and she was losing it. The woman with the issue of blood has had no life for 12 years and needed an encounter with Jesus."
· The woman's act of touching Jesus demonstrates "daring faith" despite the risk of ritual impurity. Dr. Darko emphasizes that believing and taking a step of faith can yield results.
· Jesus' question, "Who was it that touched me?" (Luke 8:45), reveals that he felt power go out from him, underscoring the tangible nature of the healing.
· The news of the daughter's death arrives during the interaction with the woman, but Jesus reassures Jairus: "Do not fear, only believe, and she will be well" (Luke 8:50). This emphasizes that it is "not too late with Jesus."
· The crowd's laughter when Jesus states that the daughter is "not dead but sleeping" (Luke 8:52) mirrors a similar response in the account of Lazarus' resurrection, highlighting a lack of understanding.
· Jesus' act of taking the girl by the hand and commanding her to rise demonstrates his ultimate authority over death.
· Both encounters highlight the themes of faith and salvation, aligning with Jesus' mission to bring release and liberty, as outlined in his "homeland manifesto."
· Dr. Darko concludes that through these miracles, Luke shows the Kingdom of God dealing with "death, Satan, and sin," offering freedom and life.
Conclusion:
Dr. Darko's analysis of Luke 8:22-56 underscores the central theme of Jesus proclaiming and bringing the Kingdom of God through both his words and powerful deeds. These miraculous encounters demonstrate Jesus' authority over nature, evil spirits, and death, emphasizing the crucial role of faith in receiving God's transformative power. The session encourages listeners to internalize these lessons and embody the message of the Kingdom of God in their own lives.
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Study Guide: Miraculous Encounters with Jesus (Luke 8:22-56)
Key Themes
· Jesus' Authority over Nature: The calming of the storm demonstrates Jesus' power to command and control the natural world.
· Jesus' Authority over Evil Spirits: The exorcism of the demoniac in the Gerasenes showcases Jesus' dominion over demonic forces and his ability to bring liberation.
· The Importance of Faith: Jesus' interactions with the disciples in the storm and the woman with the hemorrhage highlight the necessity of belief and trust in him for experiencing the power of the Kingdom of God.
· The Scope of Jesus' Ministry: Luke presents Jesus ministering to diverse individuals, from prominent leaders like Jairus to societal outcasts like the woman with the issue of blood and the demoniac.
· The Kingdom of God in Action: Miracles are presented as tangible manifestations of God's reign and power breaking into the present.
· Witness and Proclamation: Those who experience Jesus' miraculous power are often called to share their testimonies.
Key Characters
· Jesus: The central figure, demonstrating his divine power and authority through miraculous acts.
· The Disciples: Witnessing Jesus' power over the storm, their lack of faith is highlighted as a point of instruction.
· The Demoniac (Gerasenes): A man possessed by many demons (Legion), experiencing liberation and becoming a witness.
· Jairus: A ruler of the synagogue who pleads with Jesus to heal his dying daughter.
· The Woman with the Hemorrhage: Suffering from a 12-year bleeding disorder, she demonstrates faith by touching Jesus' garment and is healed.
· Jairus' Daughter: A twelve-year-old girl who dies but is raised back to life by Jesus.
· The Crowd: Functioning as observers, sometimes hindering and sometimes witnessing the unfolding miracles.
Key Events (Luke 8:22-56)
· Calming of the Storm (22-25): Jesus and his disciples encounter a violent storm on the lake. Jesus sleeps, and when awakened, rebukes the wind and waves, restoring calm. He questions the disciples' lack of faith.
· The Gerasene Demoniac (26-39): Jesus encounters a severely demon-possessed man in Gentile territory. Jesus casts out the demons (Legion) into a herd of pigs, which then drown. The man is restored and becomes a proclaimer of Jesus' works. The local people, filled with fear, ask Jesus to leave.
· Healing of the Woman with Hemorrhage (40-48): While on his way to Jairus' house, Jesus is touched by a woman who had been bleeding for twelve years and is instantly healed. Jesus identifies her and commends her faith.
· Raising of Jairus' Daughter (49-56): News arrives that Jairus' daughter has died. Jesus encourages Jairus to believe, goes to his house, and raises the girl back to life, instructing the parents to keep it a secret.
Quiz
1. Describe the disciples' reaction to the storm in Luke 8:24 and Jesus' subsequent response to them in verse 25. What does Jesus' question reveal about his expectations of them in the face of crisis?
2. Summarize the condition of the demoniac in the Gerasenes as described in Luke 8:27-29. What were some of the key characteristics of his existence before encountering Jesus?
3. Explain the significance of the demons identifying themselves as "Legion" in Luke 8:30-31. What does this detail suggest about the extent of the man's affliction?
4. Describe the immediate aftermath of the demons leaving the man and entering the pigs in Luke 8:33. How did the local community respond to this event?
5. What motivated the woman with the hemorrhage to touch Jesus' garment in Luke 8:44? What was her physical and social situation prior to this act?
6. When Jesus realized he had been touched, what question did he ask, and why might this question have been important in the context of the healing?
7. Summarize the message brought to Jairus while Jesus was delayed by the woman in Luke 8:49. How did Jesus respond to this devastating news?
8. Describe Jesus' actions upon arriving at Jairus' house in Luke 8:51-53. How did the mourners react to Jesus' statement about the child?
9. What command did Jesus give to the parents of the resurrected girl in Luke 8:56? What might have been the reason for this instruction?
10. How do the three miraculous encounters in Luke 8:22-56 collectively illustrate the nature and power of the Kingdom of God as presented by Luke?
Answer Key
1. The disciples, filled with fear as their boat was filling with water, woke Jesus up and exclaimed, "Master, Master, we are perishing!" (Luke 8:24). Jesus responded by rebuking the wind and the raging waves, and then asked his disciples, "Where is your faith?" (Luke 8:25). This question reveals Jesus' expectation that, despite the threatening circumstances, his followers should have trusted in his presence and power to protect them.
2. The demoniac in the Gerasenes was a man possessed by demons for a long time, leading him to wear no clothes, live among the tombs instead of in a house, and be bound with chains and shackles which he would break (Luke 8:27-29). He exhibited violent and uncontrolled behavior, driven by the demonic forces within him.
3. The demons identifying themselves as "Legion" signifies a vast number of evil spirits possessing the man, as a legion typically referred to a Roman military unit of several thousand soldiers (Luke 8:30-31). This detail emphasizes the overwhelming power of the darkness that had gripped the man and the magnitude of Jesus' power to overcome it.
4. After the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, the herd rushed down a steep bank into the lake and drowned (Luke 8:33). The herdsmen who witnessed this fled and told the story in the city and surrounding countryside. The people then came out to see what had happened, and upon finding the formerly possessed man clothed and in his right mind, they were seized with great fear and asked Jesus to depart from them.
5. The woman with the hemorrhage, having suffered for twelve years and spent all her living on physicians without finding a cure, was motivated by a deep-seated belief that even touching the fringe of Jesus' garment would heal her (Luke 8:43-44). Her condition likely made her ritually unclean and socially isolated.
6. When Jesus felt power go out from him, he asked, "Who was it that touched me?" (Luke 8:45). This question was important not because Jesus didn't know who touched him, but to bring the woman forward, acknowledge her faith publicly, and declare her healing as a result of that faith, offering her assurance and peace.
7. While Jesus was speaking to the healed woman, someone from Jairus' house reported, "Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the teacher anymore" (Luke 8:49). Upon hearing this, Jesus responded to Jairus, "Do not fear; only believe, and she will be well" (Luke 8:50), encouraging him to maintain faith even in the face of apparent finality.
8. Upon arriving at Jairus' house, Jesus allowed only Peter, John, James, and the child's parents to enter with him (Luke 8:51). The people present were weeping and mourning for the dead girl. However, Jesus said, "Do not weep, for she is not dead but sleeping," which was met with laughter of disbelief because they knew she was dead (Luke 8:52-53).
9. After raising the girl back to life, Jesus directed that someone give her something to eat and charged her parents to tell no one what had happened (Luke 8:55-56). The reason for this instruction might have been to avoid unnecessary sensationalism, to allow the family to process the miracle privately, and to keep the focus on his broader mission rather than solely on miraculous displays.
10. The three miraculous encounters in Luke 8:22-56 collectively demonstrate Jesus' comprehensive authority and the transformative power of the Kingdom of God. He exhibits control over the natural realm, dominion over evil spiritual forces, and the power to heal physical ailments and even overcome death. These acts reveal a kingdom that brings liberation, restoration, and life to those who encounter Jesus with faith.


Essay Format Questions
1. Analyze the significance of Jesus' question, "Where is your faith?" in the context of the calming of the storm (Luke 8:22-25). How does this narrative connect the demonstration of Jesus' power with the disciples' belief?
2. Compare and contrast the encounters of the Gerasene demoniac and the woman with the hemorrhage in Luke 8. What do these two distinct miracles reveal about the breadth and nature of Jesus' compassion and power?
3. Discuss the role of faith as portrayed in the healing of the woman with the issue of blood and the raising of Jairus' daughter (Luke 8:40-56). How does Luke emphasize the importance of belief in experiencing Jesus' miraculous intervention?
4. Examine the reactions of different groups of people (disciples, local community in Gerasenes, mourners at Jairus' house, Jairus himself, the woman) to Jesus' miraculous actions in Luke 8. What do these varying responses suggest about the impact and interpretation of Jesus' power?
5. Considering the three miraculous encounters in Luke 8:22-56, how does Luke present Jesus as bringing and demonstrating the Kingdom of God? What aspects of this kingdom are highlighted through these events?


Glossary of Key Terms
· Kingdom of God: The reign and rule of God, both present and future, characterized by God's power, authority, and blessings. In Luke, Jesus' miracles are presented as tangible manifestations of this kingdom breaking into the world.
· Disciple: A follower or learner of Jesus. In Luke 8, the disciples are often portrayed as being in the process of understanding Jesus' identity and power.
· Miracle: An extraordinary event that surpasses natural laws and is attributed to divine intervention, demonstrating God's power and confirming Jesus' authority.
· Faith (πίστις - pistis): In the New Testament, faith involves trust, belief, and commitment to God and Jesus Christ. It is often presented as a crucial element in receiving God's blessings, including healing.
· Demon-possessed: A state in which an individual is controlled or severely influenced by evil spirits or demons, often exhibiting unusual or harmful behavior.
· Legion: A term used by the demons in Luke 8:30, likely referring to a large number, possibly drawing a parallel to a Roman military unit.
· Synagogue Ruler (Jairus): A respected leader in the local Jewish community responsible for the management and order of the synagogue services and building.
· Hemorrhage: A severe or continuous discharge of blood. The woman in Luke 8 suffered from this condition for twelve years, which, according to Jewish law, would have made her ritually unclean.
· Ritual Impurity: A state of being considered unclean according to Jewish law, often resulting from certain physical conditions or contact with specific things. While not necessarily sinful, it required ritual cleansing and often led to social exclusion.
· Gerasenes: The region east of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus encountered the demoniac. It was a Gentile territory, which might explain the presence of pigs (unclean animals in Jewish law).
· Decapolis: A league of ten cities, mostly located east and southeast of the Sea of Galilee, known for their Hellenistic (Greek) culture. The healed demoniac was sent to proclaim Jesus' deeds throughout this region.
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5. FAQs on Darko, Luke, Session 12, Miraculous Encounters with Jesus (Lk. 8:22-56), Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions: Miraculous Encounters with Jesus in Luke 8
1. What is the significance of Luke presenting both Jesus' teachings (like the Parable of the Sower) and his miracles in chapter 8? Luke highlights that the proclamation of the Kingdom of God and the demonstration of its power through miraculous deeds are intertwined aspects of Jesus' ministry. For Luke, these go hand in hand in revealing what God is doing through Jesus. The parables explain the nature and reception of the Kingdom, while the miracles showcase its power and authority over various forces, including nature, evil spirits, sickness, and even death.
2. What is the key lesson from the account of Jesus calming the storm in Luke 8:22-25? This miracle demonstrates Jesus' authority and power over nature itself. Even the professional fishermen among the disciples were terrified by the storm, indicating its severity. Jesus' ability to instantly calm the wind and waves reveals his divine nature. Furthermore, his question, "Where is your faith?", underscores the importance of trust and belief in Jesus, even amidst life's storms. Luke emphasizes that while storms may come to believers, Jesus' presence and power are sufficient to bring peace, and faith is the appropriate response.
3. What does the encounter with the demon-possessed man in the Gerasenes (Luke 8:26-39) reveal about Jesus' authority? This powerful encounter showcases Jesus' absolute authority over evil spirits. The demons themselves recognize Jesus as the "Son of the Most High God" and plead not to be tormented. The fact that a "legion" of demons (potentially thousands) could be cast out by Jesus' command illustrates the overwhelming power of the Kingdom of God over the forces of darkness. Moreover, the transformed state of the formerly possessed man – clothed, in his right mind, and desiring to follow Jesus – highlights the liberating and healing power of Jesus.
4. Why does the reaction of the local people in the Gerasenes differ from that of the formerly demon-possessed man? The local people, primarily concerned about their economic loss due to the destruction of the pigs, were seized with great fear and asked Jesus to leave their region. This contrasts sharply with the formerly demon-possessed man who begged to stay with Jesus. This difference in reaction highlights how people can prioritize material concerns or fear over the presence and power of God, while those who have directly experienced Jesus' transformative power desire to be near him.
5. What is the significance of Luke intertwining the stories of Jairus' daughter and the woman with the hemorrhage (Luke 8:40-56)? Luke's juxtaposition of these two miracles emphasizes Jesus' compassion and power reaching across different social strata and types of suffering. Jairus was a prominent synagogue ruler, while the woman with the hemorrhage was an outcast due to her condition. Both, however, desperately sought Jesus' help. The interruption of Jairus' request by the woman's healing also serves to test Jairus' faith, demonstrating that even when faced with apparent finality (the news of his daughter's death), belief in Jesus can lead to miraculous outcomes.
6. What does the healing of the woman with the hemorrhage reveal about faith in Jesus? The woman's act of secretly touching the fringe of Jesus' garment, believing that this alone would heal her, demonstrates a profound personal faith. Jesus affirms this by saying, "Daughter, your faith has made you well." This miracle underscores that even a small act of faith, based on a conviction in Jesus' power, can result in healing and wholeness. It also highlights that healing comes not merely from a physical touch but through the power released in response to faith.
7. How does the raising of Jairus' daughter from the dead demonstrate the power of the Kingdom of God? The raising of Jairus' daughter is the ultimate demonstration of the Kingdom of God's power over death itself. Despite the certainty of her death and the mockery of the mourners, Jesus' words, "Do not weep, for she is not dead but sleeping," and his command, "Child, rise," bring her back to life. This miracle signifies the life-giving power inherent in Jesus and the Kingdom he proclaims, offering hope beyond the limitations of earthly existence.
8. What is the overarching message about encountering Jesus in Luke chapter 8? Luke chapter 8 powerfully illustrates that encounters with Jesus lead to the manifestation of God's Kingdom in various ways. Whether it is through authority over nature, liberation from demonic oppression, healing from chronic illness, or even resurrection from death, Jesus demonstrates his divine power and compassion. The chapter emphasizes the importance of faith in the face of challenges and reveals that Jesus' power is available to all who believe, regardless of their social standing or the nature of their affliction. Furthermore, it highlights that those who experience this power often become witnesses to what Jesus has done for them.
Bottom of Form
Top of Form

Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Top of Form
image1.emf
Darko_Luke_Sessio n12.mp3


