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1. Abstract of Darko, Luke, Session 5, Infancy Narratives, Part 3 – Temple Discourse, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

 Dr. Dan Darko's lecture, the fifth session on Luke's Gospel, specifically examines the Infancy Narrative's third part, the Temple Discourse. The session analyzes Luke 2, focusing on Jesus's presentation and dedication in the temple according to Jewish law, including his circumcision and naming. Darko highlights the devoutness of Mary and Joseph and the significance of the witnesses, Simeon and Anna, who recognized Jesus as the Messiah. The lecture further explores Jesus's visit to the temple at age twelve, emphasizing his wisdom and understanding. Darko stresses Luke's intention to situate Jesus's life and ministry firmly within the context of Second Temple Judaism and the fulfillment of prophecy. He concludes by underscoring the importance of understanding this Jewish context for comprehending Jesus's role as the humble Messiah.
2.  14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Darko, Luke, Session 5 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament  Gospels  Luke). 
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Briefing Document: Dr. Daniel K. Darko on Luke 2:21-52 - The Temple Discourse
Overview:
This briefing document summarizes the key themes and important ideas presented by Dr. Daniel K. Darko in his fifth session on the Gospel of Luke, focusing on the "Temple Discourse" within the Infancy Narrative (Luke 2:21-52). Dr. Darko emphasizes Luke's deliberate portrayal of Jesus's early life as deeply rooted in Second Temple Judaism, highlighting the devoutness of Mary and Joseph and the prophetic significance of the events in the temple. He also underscores Luke's interest in presenting a balanced view of men and women in God's plan and provides cultural context for the narrative.
Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. Devoutness of Mary and Joseph and Adherence to Jewish Law:
· Dr. Darko stresses that Mary and Joseph were highly observant Jews who meticulously followed the requirements of the Law of Moses.
· The circumcision of Jesus on the eighth day, his naming as Jesus (as instructed by the angel), and their journey to the temple for purification and presentation demonstrate their commitment to Abrahamic traditions and the Law.
· "At the end of eight days, it is expected that the child be circumcised. So, Jesus was circumcised, according to the law, on the eighth day." (p. 3)
· "And when the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord." (Luke 2:22, quoted on p. 1)
· The offering of "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons" (Luke 2:24, quoted on p. 1) reveals their poverty, as this was the sacrifice prescribed for those who could not afford a lamb (Leviticus 12:8).
· "Luke wanted us to know that what they offered as a sacrifice shows that they were poor." (p. 4)
· Dr. Darko explicitly cautions against the notion that Christianity suppresses or replaces Judaism, emphasizing that Jesus came into the world as a Jew and his early life is presented within the context of Second Temple Judaism.
· "For us modern-day Christians, I cannot overemphasize the fact that we should be very, very careful in the idea that some propose and promote that Christianity comes to suppress Judaism or Christianity comes to replace Judaism..." (p. 3)
2. The Significance of the Temple Discourse and Prophetic Witness:
· The presentation of Jesus in the temple is more than just fulfilling legal requirements; it is a pivotal moment where the Messiah is recognized and proclaimed by two key witnesses: Simeon and Anna.
· Simeon: Described as "righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel" (Luke 2:25, quoted on p. 5), Simeon was a man upon whom "the Holy Spirit was upon him" (Luke 2:25, quoted on p. 5).
· He was divinely revealed that he would not die before seeing the Lord's Christ and was led by the Spirit to the temple.
· Simeon's blessing and prophecy acknowledge Jesus as "a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel" (Luke 2:32, quoted on p. 5) and foretell that Jesus will be "appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel and for a sign that is opposed" (Luke 2:34, quoted on p. 5), also hinting at Mary's future suffering.
· "Simeon will be the first witness to testify about this child in the temple as the Messiah." (p. 5)
· Anna: Identified as a "prophet" (Luke 2:36), Anna was an elderly widow devoted to fasting and prayer.
· Dr. Darko highlights the significance of Luke presenting a female prophet, emphasizing Luke's egalitarian view of God using both men and women.
· Anna "gave thanks to God and spoke to all people looking for the redemption of Jerusalem" (Luke 2:38, summarized on p. 6).
· "Right in the second chapter of the Gospel of Luke, next to a testimony about the birth and dedication of Jesus, it's a woman who is no ordinary woman. Simeon spoke as a prophet, but Anna is named as a prophet." (p. 6)
· The presence of two witnesses aligns with Jewish tradition, providing strong testimony to the arrival of the Messiah.
3. Jesus's Presence in the Temple at Age Twelve:
· Dr. Darko analyzes the account of the twelve-year-old Jesus staying behind in the temple during Passover (Luke 2:41-52).
· He provides cultural context, explaining that in a collectivist culture with large traveling caravans, it was not unusual for parents to assume a twelve-year-old was with relatives or friends.
· Jesus's engagement with the temple teachers, "listening to them and asking them questions" (Luke 2:46, quoted on p. 7), and the amazement of those who heard his "understanding and answers" (Luke 2:47, quoted on p. 7) showcase his extraordinary wisdom even at a young age.
· Jesus's statement, "Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" (Luke 2:49, quoted on p. 7), reveals his early awareness of his unique relationship with God and his divine purpose.
· Dr. Darko notes that the concept of God as "Father" was not as prevalent in the Old Testament, making Jesus's statement significant.
· Despite this display of divine connection, Luke emphasizes Jesus's subsequent submission to his parents in Nazareth, highlighting a balanced portrayal of his development.
· "They came to Nazareth and were submissive to them..." (Luke 2:51, quoted on p. 7)
4. Luke's Literary Intent and Emphasis on Physiognomy:
· Dr. Darko argues that while the first two chapters of Luke could technically be removed without losing the central message of the Gospel, Luke deliberately includes the Infancy Narrative to establish Jesus's roots in Jewish tradition and the fulfillment of prophecy.
· "But it is so important to Luke to establish that all that Jesus came to do was done within the traditions of Second Temple Judaism." (p. 10)
· Luke demonstrates an interest in "physiognomy," describing the physical, mental, social, and spiritual growth of both John the Baptist and Jesus.
· For Jesus, Luke notes his increase "in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man" (Luke 2:52, quoted on p. 7).
· This attention to growth and development underscores the humanity of Jesus.
5. Continuity with Judaism and Preparation for Ministry:
· Dr. Darko cites Cradock, noting significant periods in Jesus's early life that align with Jewish tradition: circumcision, temple presentation, bar mitzvah (implied at age 12), and later, public life at age 30.
· The Infancy Narrative, particularly the Temple Discourse, serves as a foundation for understanding Jesus's ministry, which will be further explored in subsequent chapters, preceded by the ministry of John the Baptist as the new Elijah.
Conclusion:
Dr. Darko's analysis of the Temple Discourse in Luke highlights the evangelist's meticulous portrayal of Jesus's early life within its Jewish context. The devoutness of his parents, the prophetic pronouncements in the temple, and Jesus's own developing awareness of his divine identity are all crucial elements in Luke's narrative. Dr. Darko emphasizes the importance of understanding this foundation to appreciate the unfolding of Jesus's ministry and cautions against interpretations that seek to sever Christianity from its Jewish roots. The Temple Discourse serves as a powerful testament to Jesus's continuity with Jewish tradition while simultaneously foreshadowing his unique role as the Messiah for both Jews and Gentiles.
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Study Guide: Luke's Infancy Narrative - Temple Discourse
Key Concepts
· Temple Discourse: The narrative in Luke 2 focusing on Jesus's presentation in the temple, the encounters with Simeon and Anna, and the later account of the 12-year-old Jesus in the temple.
· Law Observance: The meticulous adherence of Mary and Joseph to Jewish Law, including circumcision, purification rites, and the dedication of the firstborn son.
· Prophetic Fulfillment: How the events surrounding Jesus's infancy, particularly in the temple, align with and fulfill Old Testament prophecies and Jewish expectations of the Messiah.
· Witness: The role of Simeon and Anna as Spirit-led individuals who recognize and testify to Jesus's identity as the Messiah within the temple.
· Second Temple Judaism: The socio-religious context of Judaism during the time of Jesus, which significantly shaped the events and interpretations in Luke's Gospel.
· Messianic Expectation: The widespread anticipation among Jews for the coming of the Messiah, who would bring consolation and redemption to Israel.
· Gentile Inclusion: Simeon's prophecy hinting at Jesus's role as a light for revelation to the Gentiles (nations), foreshadowing the broader scope of salvation.
· Physiognomy in Luke: Luke's interest in depicting the physical and developmental aspects of key figures like John the Baptist and Jesus, highlighting their growth in various dimensions.
· Divine Sonship: The subtle yet significant indications of Jesus's unique relationship with God, as seen in his understanding at age 12 and his statement about being in his "Father's house."
Short Answer Quiz
1. What were the two primary religious obligations that brought Mary and Joseph to the temple after Jesus's birth?
· Mary and Joseph went to the temple for Jesus's circumcision on the eighth day, fulfilling the Abrahamic covenant. Additionally, they went for Mary's purification rites after forty days and to present Jesus to the Lord as the firstborn son, as required by the Law of Moses.
1. Describe the significance of Simeon's encounter with Jesus in the temple. What did he prophesy?
· Simeon, a righteous and devout man awaiting the consolation of Israel, was led by the Holy Spirit to the temple where he recognized the infant Jesus as the Lord's Christ. He prophesied that Jesus was the salvation prepared for all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and glory for Israel, and also spoke of the pain Mary would endure.
1. Who was Anna, and what role did she play in the Temple Discourse?
· Anna was an elderly woman and a prophet who frequented the temple, devoted to fasting and prayer. She served as the second witness, alongside Simeon, to the arrival of the Messiah in the person of the infant Jesus, giving thanks to God and speaking about him to those awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.
1. Why does Dr. Darko emphasize that Christianity should be understood within the context of Second Temple Judaism, particularly in Luke's Gospel?
· Dr. Darko stresses this point because Luke meticulously portrays Jesus and his family as devout Jews fulfilling the requirements of the Law, highlighting the continuity between God's promises to Israel and the coming of Christ. This understanding counters the idea that Christianity was intended to replace or despise Judaism.
1. What does the sacrifice of "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons" offered by Mary and Joseph reveal about their economic status?
· According to Leviticus 12, this type of offering was prescribed for those who could not afford a lamb for the purification rites. Therefore, their choice of sacrifice indicates that Mary and Joseph were of humble economic means, likely poor.
1. What was the significance of Jesus being found in the temple at the age of twelve?
· At twelve, Jewish boys were considered to be entering a stage of increased religious responsibility. Jesus's presence among the temple teachers, listening and answering with remarkable understanding, demonstrated his unique wisdom and early dedication to his Father's house and purpose, foreshadowing his future ministry.
1. How does Luke portray the parents of Jesus in the Temple Discourse?
· Luke portrays Mary and Joseph as devout and obedient Jews who diligently followed the customs and laws regarding their son. They are also depicted as being surprised and even distressed by the prophetic pronouncements and Jesus's unusual understanding at a young age, highlighting the extraordinary nature of their child.
1. According to Dr. Darko, what is Luke trying to convey by detailing the physical and developmental growth of Jesus?
· Dr. Darko suggests that Luke's interest in the physiognomy of Jesus (and John the Baptist) aims to show his holistic development – physically (stature), intellectually (wisdom), socially (favor with man), and spiritually (favor with God). This comprehensive growth underscores Jesus's unique and well-rounded character.
1. What does Jesus's statement, "Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" signify in the context of the temple incident at age twelve?
· This statement reveals Jesus's early awareness of his special relationship with God, whom he refers to as his "Father," and his sense of obligation to be engaged in God's work within the temple. It highlights his divine sonship and his prioritization of God's purpose over earthly expectations.
1. How does Dr. Darko interpret the purpose of Luke's infancy narrative in relation to the rest of the Gospel?
· While acknowledging that the central message of Luke's Gospel could technically be understood without the infancy narrative, Dr. Darko argues that these early chapters are crucial for establishing Jesus's life and ministry within the traditions of Second Temple Judaism and demonstrating the fulfillment of prophetic expectations, setting the stage for his public ministry.
Essay Format Questions
1. Analyze the significance of the two witnesses, Simeon and Anna, in Luke's Temple Discourse. How do their individual characteristics and pronouncements contribute to Luke's portrayal of Jesus's identity and mission?
2. Discuss the ways in which Luke emphasizes the devout Jewishness of Mary and Joseph in the infancy narrative, particularly in the context of the Temple Discourse. Why might Luke have chosen to highlight this aspect?
3. Explore the theological implications of Jesus's presence and actions in the temple, both as an infant being presented and as a twelve-year-old engaging with the teachers. What do these events reveal about his identity and his relationship with God?
4. Compare and contrast Luke's account of the visitors to the infant Jesus with Matthew's account. How does Luke's focus on shepherds and the events in the temple contribute to his overall narrative and theological themes in the infancy narrative?
5. Evaluate the importance of the infancy narrative, specifically the Temple Discourse, for understanding Luke's overarching message in his Gospel. To what extent does this early section lay the foundation for the themes and events that follow?


Glossary of Key Terms
· Circumcision: A religious rite practiced in Judaism, marking male infants as members of the covenant with Abraham, typically performed on the eighth day after birth.
· Purification Rites: Rituals prescribed by the Law of Moses for women after childbirth, involving a period of separation and an offering at the temple.
· Firstborn Son: In Jewish tradition, the first male child born to a family held a special status and was to be consecrated or redeemed at the temple.
· Consolation of Israel: A Jewish hope for the Messiah to bring comfort, deliverance, and restoration to the nation of Israel, particularly from foreign oppression.
· Messiah (Christ): The promised deliverer of the Jewish people, the anointed one of God. "Christ" is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew "Messiah."
· Gentiles (Nations): Non-Jewish people. Simeon's prophecy indicates that Jesus's salvation is not limited to Israel but extends to all nations.
· Redemption of Jerusalem: The anticipated liberation and spiritual renewal of Jerusalem, often associated with the coming of the Messiah.
· Passover: A major Jewish festival commemorating the Exodus of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. The 12-year-old Jesus's visit to the temple occurred during Passover.
· Bar Mitzvah: A coming-of-age ceremony for Jewish boys at the age of 13, signifying their increased religious responsibilities. Dr. Darko references the significance of age 12 as a precursor to this.
· Second Temple Judaism: The period of Jewish history between the rebuilding of the Second Temple in Jerusalem (around 516 BCE) and its destruction by the Romans in 70 CE. Jesus lived and ministered during this era.
· Torah: The first five books of the Hebrew Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy), containing God's laws and teachings.
· Physiognomy: The assessment of a person's character or personality from their outer appearance, including physical stature and growth. Luke shows an interest in this aspect for key figures.
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5. FAQs on Darko, Luke, Session 5, Infancy Narratives, Part 3 – Temple Discourse, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions: Luke's Infancy Narrative and Temple Discourse
1. What is the significance of Luke focusing on the Temple Discourse within his Infancy Narrative?
Luke's emphasis on the Temple Discourse (Jesus's presentation and later visit at age 12) is crucial for establishing Jesus's deep connection to and fulfillment of Jewish tradition. By detailing Mary and Joseph's meticulous adherence to the Law of Moses, including circumcision, purification rites, and dedication of the firstborn, Luke underscores that Jesus's life unfolds within the framework of Second Temple Judaism. This context is vital for understanding Jesus's identity and mission, preventing a misinterpretation that Christianity entirely supplants Judaism.
2. Why does Luke highlight the figures of Simeon and Anna in the Temple?
Simeon and Anna serve as prophetic witnesses within the Temple, confirming Jesus's identity as the Messiah. Simeon, a righteous and devout man guided by the Holy Spirit, recognizes Jesus as the "consolation of Israel" and a "light for revelation to the Gentiles." His prophecy also foreshadows future suffering. Anna, a female prophet devoted to prayer and fasting, gives thanks to God and speaks about Jesus to those awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. Their testimonies, a male and a female, align with the Jewish tradition of requiring two or three witnesses, emphasizing the divine confirmation of Jesus's arrival.
3. What do the actions of Mary and Joseph in the Temple reveal about their character and religious convictions?
Mary and Joseph's actions in bringing Jesus to the Temple for circumcision, purification, and dedication demonstrate their deep religious devotion as observant Jews. Their journey from Nazareth to Jerusalem, a significant distance, highlights their commitment to fulfilling the requirements of the Law of Moses. Offering the sacrifice of turtle doves or young pigeons reveals their humble economic status while underscoring their obedience to the prescribed rituals for the poor. Luke emphasizes their righteousness and dedication to the traditions of their faith.


4. How does Luke portray Jesus's early life in relation to Jewish law and tradition?
Luke meticulously portrays Jesus's early life as being fully integrated into Jewish law and tradition. From his circumcision on the eighth day to his presentation in the Temple and his parents' adherence to purification laws, every step aligns with Jewish custom. Even the naming of Jesus is attributed to the angel's instruction. This careful depiction serves to root Jesus firmly within his Jewish heritage and demonstrate that his coming was not a rejection but a fulfillment of God's promises within that tradition.
5. What is the significance of Jesus's visit to the Temple at age 12?
Jesus's visit to the Temple at age 12 during Passover marks a significant moment in his development. His engagement with the Temple teachers, listening and asking insightful questions, and his profound understanding and answers astonish those present. His response to his worried parents, "Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" reveals an early awareness of his divine sonship and his commitment to God's purpose. This event foreshadows his future role as a teacher and his deep connection to the Temple as the locus of God's presence.
6. How does Luke explain the apparent lapse in parental supervision when Jesus stayed behind in the Temple at age 12?
Luke provides a cultural context to explain why Mary and Joseph did not immediately realize Jesus was missing from their traveling group. He highlights the collectivist nature of the society during festivals like Passover, where families, relatives, and neighbors traveled together in large caravans. In this environment, it was common for a 12-year-old boy to be among friends and relatives, and his parents would have naturally assumed he was with others in the group. This explanation prevents a modern-day judgment of irresponsibility based on different cultural norms.
7. What does Jesus's statement, "I must be in my Father's house," reveal about his identity at a young age?
Jesus's statement at age 12 indicates an early understanding of his unique relationship with God. While Joseph was his legal and earthly father, Jesus refers to the Temple as "my Father's house," signifying his awareness of God as his true Father. This is a significant revelation, especially considering that the concept of God as a personal father was not as prevalent in Old Testament tradition. It highlights Jesus's divine sonship and his sense of obligation to God's will and purpose.


8. How does Luke’s Infancy Narrative connect to the beginning of Jesus's public ministry later in the Gospel?
Luke's Infancy Narrative lays the foundational groundwork for understanding Jesus's public ministry. By establishing his birth within Jewish tradition, highlighting prophetic confirmations of his Messianic identity, and showcasing his early wisdom and awareness of his divine purpose in the Temple, Luke prepares the reader for Jesus's later teachings and actions. The narrative emphasizes continuity with Judaism while also hinting at the unique and transformative nature of Jesus's mission, which will unfold more fully in his public ministry starting around the age of 30.
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