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1. Abstract of Darko, Luke, Session 3, Infancy Narratives (Luke 1:1-2:52), Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

 Dr. Daniel K. Darko's lecture, the third session on the Gospel of Luke, specifically examines the Infancy Narratives found in the first two chapters. The session analyzes Luke's account in comparison to Matthew's, highlighting both similarities and differences in their narratives of Jesus' early life. Darko emphasizes Luke's focus on the announcements of John the Baptist's and Jesus' births, the roles of Zechariah, Elizabeth, and Mary, and the significant presence of the temple in these opening chapters. He also discusses the theological implications of these narratives, including the fulfillment of messianic prophecies and the surprising nature of God's chosen instruments.
2.  20 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Darko, Luke, Session 3 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament  Gospels  Luke). 
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Briefing Document: Dr. Daniel K. Darko on Luke 1:1-2:52 (Infancy Narratives, Part 1)
Executive Summary:
This briefing document summarizes the main themes and important ideas presented by Dr. Daniel K. Darko in his lecture on the first two chapters of the Gospel of Luke, focusing on the Infancy Narratives. Dr. Darko emphasizes Luke's purpose in presenting an orderly account based on eyewitness tradition, highlighting the parallel narratives of John the Baptist and Jesus to demonstrate the fulfillment of messianic prophecies through the Holy Spirit's agency. He draws comparisons with Matthew's account, notes key differences, and delves into the significance of the angel's announcements to Zechariah and Mary, as well as the encounter between Mary and Elizabeth.
Key Themes and Important Ideas:
1. Luke's Purpose and Methodology:
· Luke explicitly states his intention to provide an "orderly account" based on traditions handed down by "eyewitness accounts."
· Dr. Darko notes that Luke focuses on the parallel narratives of John the Baptist and Jesus to illustrate how they fulfill Jewish messianic promises and how the "kingdom of God" message unfolds through the Holy Spirit.
2. Comparison with Matthew's Infancy Narrative:
· Both Matthew and Luke dedicate their first two chapters to the infancy narratives, despite relying on Mark who omits this period.
· Drawing on Raymond Brown's outline, Dr. Darko highlights ten common features:
1. Mary and Joseph were betrothed.
2. Joseph was a descendant of David.
3. An angel announced Jesus' birth.
4. Mary's conception was miraculous (not through intercourse).
5. Mary was conceived by the Holy Spirit.
6. An angel directed that the child be named Jesus ("Yahweh saves").
7. Jesus will be the savior of the world.
8. The birth occurred before the parents lived together as a married couple.
9. The child was born in Bethlehem.
10. The child was raised in Nazareth.
· Dr. Darko emphasizes the significance of these common points, particularly given the humble social standing of Mary and Joseph in Nazareth.
· He also points out four key differences between Matthew and Luke:
1. The angel speaks to Joseph in Matthew, but to Mary in Luke.
2. The annunciation of Jesus' birth is to the Magi (prominent figures from the East) in Matthew, but to shepherds in Luke (people of low social standing).
3. Matthew's genealogy traces back to David and Abraham (emphasizing Jewish tradition), while Luke's goes back to Adam (emphasizing Jesus as the savior of all humankind).
4. Only Luke records the stories of Elizabeth and Zechariah and the young Jesus lost in the temple.
3. The Narrative of Zechariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1:5-25):
· Zechariah, a priest, and his wife Elizabeth, from a priestly lineage (daughter of Aaron), are described as "righteous before God, working blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord."
· Their childlessness is explicitly stated not to be a result of sin or punishment.
· Dr. Darko emphasizes the significance of the temple as the setting for the angel's appearance to Zechariah, noting that "about 40% of the narrative in the first two chapters of Luke is situated in the temple." He describes the temple as a place of God's abode, encounter, instruction, prayer, purity, and where end-time prophecies unfold.
· The angel Gabriel appears to Zechariah while he is burning incense and announces that his prayer has been heard, and Elizabeth will bear a son named John.
· The angel's message includes specific instructions about John: he should not drink wine or grape-based alcohol (observing the Nazarene tradition), he will be "filled with the Holy Spirit," and he will be in the "spirit and attitude of Elijah."
· Zechariah's doubt leads to him being struck mute until John's birth.
4. The Annunciation to Mary (Luke 1:26-38):
· Six months after Gabriel's appearance to Zechariah, the same angel is sent to Mary, a virgin betrothed to Joseph, in Nazareth.
· Gabriel's greeting, "Greetings, oh favored one, the Lord is with you," troubles Mary.
· The angel reassures her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God, and behold you will conceive in your womb and bear a son and you shall call his name Jesus."
· The angel details Jesus' future role: "He will be great and will be called the son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom there will be no end."
· When Mary questions how this will happen since she is a virgin, the angel explains, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the child to be born will be called holy, the son of God."
· As a sign, the angel tells Mary about her relative Elizabeth's miraculous conception.
· Mary's faithful response, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word," is highlighted.
· Dr. Darko points out that this passage forms the basis of the "Hail Mary" prayer in Catholicism.
· He contrasts Mary's social position with Zechariah's, noting her youth, gender, poverty, and lack of social validation, emphasizing Luke's portrayal of God's surprising and paradoxical actions that reverse human expectations.
· Luke presents Mary as "favored by God," "thoughtful," and "obedient," blessed for her belief.
5. Mary's Visit to Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-56):
· Mary visits Elizabeth in the hill country of Judea.
· Upon hearing Mary's greeting, the baby (John) leaps in Elizabeth's womb, and Elizabeth is "filled with the Holy Spirit."
· Elizabeth prophetically exclaims, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" recognizing Mary as carrying the Messiah.
· Mary responds with the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55), a song of praise that reflects her humility and acknowledges God's mighty acts and justice.
6. The Significance of Spiritual Beings and Human Agency:
· Dr. Darko emphasizes Luke's portrayal of a world where "angels speak to human beings" and "the spirit will work with people."
· He highlights that both men (Zechariah) and women (Mary, Elizabeth) are recipients of divine communication and are empowered by the Holy Spirit.
· The narrative demonstrates the interplay between divine intervention and human responsibility and obedience.
· Dr. Darko contrasts the biblical understanding of the Spirit's role in conception with similar ideas in Greek and Roman traditions, noting the uniqueness of the Holy Spirit being solely responsible for Mary's pregnancy.
Conclusion:
Dr. Darko's lecture provides a detailed introduction to Luke's Infancy Narratives, emphasizing Luke's literary artistry, his purpose in demonstrating the fulfillment of messianic prophecies, and the crucial roles of John the Baptist and Jesus, facilitated by the Holy Spirit. The comparison with Matthew's account highlights both common ground and distinct emphases. The detailed examination of the angel's announcements to Zechariah and Mary, as well as the encounter between Mary and Elizabeth, underscores the surprising and paradoxical nature of God's actions and the significant roles of seemingly ordinary individuals in God's plan. The lecture sets the stage for understanding the broader narrative of the kingdom of God presented in Luke's Gospel.
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Study Guide: Luke's Infancy Narratives (Luke 1:1-2:52)
I. Key Themes and Concepts:
· Luke's Purpose: Understand Luke's stated intention in the prologue (Luke 1:1-4) to provide an orderly account based on eyewitness testimony and the traditions passed down.
· Parallel Narratives: Analyze how Luke presents the annunciations and early lives of John the Baptist and Jesus in parallel to highlight their interconnectedness and the fulfillment of messianic promises.
· Messianic Fulfillment: Recognize how the infancy narratives establish Jesus as the promised Messiah through connections to Davidic lineage, angelic announcements, and the work of the Holy Spirit.
· Role of the Holy Spirit: Pay attention to the prominent role of the Holy Spirit in the conception of Jesus, the filling of Elizabeth, and the prophetic utterances of Elizabeth and Mary.
· Temple Significance: Understand the importance of the Temple in Luke's narrative as a place of God's presence, prayer, instruction, and the unfolding of end-time prophecies.
· Social Reversal: Analyze how Luke portrays God's favor extending to marginalized individuals like Mary and the shepherds, contrasting with societal expectations of power and prestige.
· Angelic Encounters: Recognize the significance of angelic visitations as divine communication and their impact on Zechariah and Mary.
· Mary's Character: Understand Luke's portrayal of Mary as favored, thoughtful, obedient, and blessed for her faith.
· Old Testament Connections: Identify allusions to Old Testament figures (Sarah, Rebecca, Hannah, Elijah, David, Abraham, Adam) and prophecies and how they relate to the events in Luke.
· Differences between Matthew and Luke: Understand the key distinctions in their infancy narratives, including the recipient of the angelic announcement (Joseph vs. Mary), the audience of the birth announcement (Magi vs. Shepherds), and the genealogy (Abraham vs. Adam).
II. Quiz:
1. According to Luke's introduction, what was his method for compiling his Gospel account?
2. What is the significance of Luke presenting the stories of John the Baptist and Jesus in parallel during the infancy narratives?
3. Name two of the ten common features of the infancy narratives in Matthew and Luke according to Raymond Brown's outline.
4. Explain why Luke emphasizes that Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous despite their barrenness.
5. What was the specific message the angel Gabriel delivered to Zechariah in the Temple?
6. Describe Mary's initial reaction to the angel Gabriel's announcement and how she responded.
7. What was the sign given to Mary by the angel to confirm the miraculous conception?
8. How does Elizabeth's greeting to Mary and the leaping of the baby John in her womb signify the importance of Mary's pregnancy?
9. Briefly summarize the main themes expressed in Mary's Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55).
10. What is one key difference in the angelic announcements of Jesus' birth as recorded in Matthew and Luke?
III. Quiz Answer Key:
1. Luke states that he is presenting a tradition that has been handed down by eyewitnesses and that he himself has endeavored to provide an orderly account of the material.
2. Luke uses the parallel narratives to showcase both John the Baptist and Jesus as key figures in fulfilling Jewish messianic promises and to illustrate how the kingdom of God's message is being brought forth through the Holy Spirit.
3. Two common features are that Mary and Joseph were engaged to be married, and that Joseph was a descendant of David. (Other possibilities include an angel announcing Jesus' birth, Mary's conception being miraculous, the child being named Jesus by angelic direction, Jesus being the savior, the birth before consummation, birth in Bethlehem, and upbringing in Nazareth.)
4. Luke emphasizes their righteousness to clarify that Elizabeth's barrenness was not a result of sin or divine punishment, highlighting God's sovereign action in their lives.
5. The angel told Zechariah that his prayer had been heard, his wife Elizabeth would bear a son named John, and this son was to abstain from wine and strong drink and be filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother's womb.
6. Mary was greatly troubled by the angel's greeting and tried to understand its meaning. Ultimately, after the angel explained the miraculous conception and its significance, she responded with obedience, stating, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word."
7. The sign given to Mary was that her relative Elizabeth, who was considered barren and was advanced in years, had conceived a son and was already in her sixth month of pregnancy.
8. Elizabeth's greeting, filled with the Holy Spirit, recognizes Mary as the mother of the Lord, and John's leaping for joy acknowledges the presence of the Messiah in Mary's womb, demonstrating divine confirmation of Jesus' identity even before his birth.
9. Mary's Magnificat expresses praise and exaltation of God for his favor on her humble state, his holiness and mercy, his power to overturn the proud and exalt the humble, and his faithfulness to his promises to Israel.
10. In Matthew, the angel appears to Joseph to announce Mary's pregnancy, while in Luke, the angel Gabriel appears directly to Mary to announce her coming conception of Jesus.


IV. Essay Format Questions:
1. Analyze Luke's use of parallel narratives in the infancy narratives of John the Baptist and Jesus. What theological and narrative purposes does this parallelism serve? Support your answer with specific examples from Luke 1.
2. Discuss the significance of the Temple in Luke's infancy narratives (Luke 1-2). How does Luke use the Temple setting to advance his theological and narrative goals?
3. Compare and contrast the portrayals of Mary in Luke's account of the annunciation (Luke 1:26-38) with societal expectations of women in that historical context. How does Luke present Mary as a figure of divine favor and agency?
4. Examine the role of the Holy Spirit in Luke's infancy narratives. How does the Spirit's involvement in the conception of Jesus and the experiences of other characters (Elizabeth, John) contribute to Luke's understanding of salvation history?
5. Discuss the ways in which Luke's infancy narrative connects to and fulfills Old Testament prophecies and expectations regarding the Messiah and his forerunner. Provide specific examples from Luke 1-2 to support your analysis.

V. Glossary of Key Terms:
· Infancy Narrative: The accounts of Jesus' birth and early childhood found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke (primarily the first two chapters of each).
· Annunciation: The angel Gabriel's announcement to Mary that she would conceive and bear a son, Jesus (Luke 1:26-38). A similar announcement was made to Zechariah regarding the birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:11-20).
· Betrothed: Legally and ceremonially pledged to be married, but the marriage had not yet been fully consummated. This was the status of Mary and Joseph.
· Messiah: The promised deliverer of the Jewish people, prophesied in the Old Testament. Christians believe Jesus to be the Messiah.
· Holy Spirit: The third person of the Trinity in Christian theology, understood as the active power of God.
· Temple: The central place of worship for the Jewish people in Jerusalem. It held immense religious and cultural significance.
· Zechariah: An elderly priest of the division of Abijah and the father of John the Baptist.
· Elizabeth: The wife of Zechariah and a relative of Mary. She miraculously conceived John in her old age.
· Mary: A virgin from Nazareth who was betrothed to Joseph and chosen by God to be the mother of Jesus.
· Gabriel: The archangel who delivered the announcements of the births of both John the Baptist and Jesus.
· Magnificat: Mary's song of praise and thanksgiving to God after the angel's announcement and her visit to Elizabeth (Luke 1:46-55).
· Genealogy: A record or line of descent from an ancestor. Both Matthew and Luke provide genealogies of Jesus, though with different focuses and origins.
· Shepherds: In Luke's narrative, they are the first to receive the news of Jesus' birth from angels, highlighting God's reaching out to those on the margins of society.
· Magi: In Matthew's narrative, wise men from the East who followed a star to find and worship the newborn Jesus.
· Nazarene Tradition: A reference to the Nazirite vow in the Old Testament (Numbers 6), which involved abstaining from wine and cutting hair. The angel instructed that John should observe a similar abstinence.
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5. FAQs on Darko, Luke, Session 3, Infancy Narratives (Luke 1:1-2:52), Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions: Luke's Infancy Narratives (Luke 1:1-2:52)
1. Why does Luke begin his Gospel with an extensive account of Jesus' birth and the events surrounding it? Luke, along with Matthew, dedicates the first two chapters of his Gospel to what is known as the Infancy Narrative. This section is crucial for establishing the identity and significance of Jesus. Luke emphasizes that his account is based on traditions passed down by eyewitnesses and that he has diligently compiled an orderly narrative (Luke 1:1-4). The Infancy Narrative serves to introduce key figures like John the Baptist and Jesus, highlighting how they fulfill Jewish messianic prophecies and how the Holy Spirit is instrumental in bringing forth the Kingdom of God. Unlike Mark and John, who provide little to no detail about Jesus' birth, Matthew and Luke see this period as essential to their theological aims.
2. What are some key similarities between Matthew's and Luke's accounts of Jesus' infancy, and what do these similarities suggest? Despite likely not knowing each other's writings and relying on Mark who omitted the infancy narrative, Matthew and Luke share ten significant points: the betrothal of Mary and Joseph, Joseph's lineage from David, an angelic announcement of Jesus' birth, Mary's miraculous conception without intercourse with Joseph, the involvement of the Holy Spirit in the conception, angelic instruction to name the child Jesus (meaning "Yahweh saves"), the affirmation that Jesus will be the savior, the birth occurring before the consummation of Mary and Joseph's marriage, Jesus' birth in Bethlehem, and his upbringing in Nazareth. These commonalities, as outlined by Raymond Brown, strongly suggest a shared core tradition about the foundational events surrounding Jesus' arrival, underscoring their importance to the early Christian understanding of Jesus as the promised Messiah from the line of David, conceived by divine intervention, and destined to be the savior of the world.
3. What are some notable differences in how Matthew and Luke present the Infancy Narrative, and what might be the reasons for these differences? While sharing core elements, Matthew and Luke present distinct perspectives. In Matthew, the angel appears to Joseph, and the birth is announced to the Magi (prominent figures from the East). Matthew's genealogy traces Jesus' lineage from Abraham to David, aligning with his focus on a Jewish audience and Jesus' fulfillment of Jewish traditions. In contrast, in Luke, the angel Gabriel appears to Mary, and the birth is announced to shepherds (humble figures in society). Luke's genealogy extends back to Adam, emphasizing Jesus' role as the savior of all humankind, appealing to a Gentile audience. Additionally, Luke uniquely includes the stories of Elizabeth and Zechariah and the birth of John the Baptist, as well as the account of a young Jesus in the temple. These differences reflect the distinct theological emphases and intended audiences of each Gospel writer.
4. Why does Luke include the story of John the Baptist's parents, Zechariah and Elizabeth, in his Infancy Narrative? Luke's inclusion of Zechariah and Elizabeth serves several important purposes. First, it establishes a parallel between the births of John the Baptist and Jesus, highlighting their interconnected roles in God's plan. John, as the forerunner to the Messiah, is shown to be miraculously conceived by a barren and elderly Elizabeth through divine intervention, mirroring the miraculous conception of Jesus. Second, Zechariah's priestly lineage and the setting of the annunciation in the temple underscore the Jewish context of these events and the unfolding of messianic prophecies within the heart of Judaism. Finally, the righteousness of Zechariah and Elizabeth emphasizes that God's favor is not solely based on social standing or the absence of hardship (like barrenness), setting a theme that continues with Mary.
5. What is the significance of the angel Gabriel's appearances to both Zechariah and Mary? The appearance of the same angel, Gabriel, to both Zechariah and Mary underscores the divine orchestration of the events surrounding the births of John and Jesus. Gabriel, a significant angelic messenger in Jewish tradition, delivers pivotal announcements that initiate the fulfillment of God's promises. His appearance to Zechariah in the temple signifies God's intervention within the established religious framework of Judaism, while his appearance to Mary, a young woman of humble status in Nazareth, highlights God's surprising choice of instruments. These parallel annunciations emphasize the importance and divine origin of both John and Jesus in Luke's narrative.
6. How does Luke portray Mary in his Infancy Narrative, and what does this portrayal reveal about God's work? Luke portrays Mary in several key ways: as "favored" by God, deeply thoughtful and discerning in her response to the angel's message, obedient to God's will despite the extraordinary circumstances, and blessed for her belief. Despite her young age, humble background, and lack of social power, God chooses Mary to be the mother of the Messiah. This portrayal reveals Luke's understanding of God's activity as often surprising and paradoxical, reversing human expectations. God works through the seemingly powerless and insignificant to bring about his redemptive purposes. Mary's "Magnificat" (Luke 1:46-55) further emphasizes this theme of God lifting up the humble and bringing down the mighty.
7. What is the significance of the temple in Luke's Infancy Narrative? The temple in Jerusalem serves as a central location in the first two chapters of Luke, with approximately 40% of the narrative taking place there. It is depicted as the dwelling place of God, a site of prayer and purity, a place of instruction (as seen with the young Jesus), and the arena where end-time prophecies are unfolding. The initial annunciation to Zechariah occurs in the temple, and later, Simeon and Anna encounter the infant Jesus there, recognizing him as the Messiah. Luke's emphasis on the temple highlights that the coming of Jesus is deeply rooted in Jewish history and tradition, and that God is working within his covenant community.
8. What are the key takeaways from the first part of Luke's Infancy Narrative (Luke 1:1-2:52) regarding God's actions and human responses? The initial chapters of Luke emphasize the agency of spiritual beings (angels and the Holy Spirit) in God's plan and the importance of human responsibility and obedience. God initiates extraordinary events through divine intervention, yet individuals like Mary and Elizabeth respond with faith and submission. Gender is not a barrier to God's work, as both men and women are recipients of divine messages and instruments of God's purposes. Luke demonstrates that God can accomplish the seemingly impossible and that his favor often rests upon the humble and those who believe in his promises, ultimately shaping the narrative of the Kingdom of God.
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