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1. Abstract of Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 25,
Habakkuk, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Gary Yates' lecture on Habakkuk explores the prophet's dialogue with God amid the
impending Babylonian crisis. It highlights Habakkuk's lament over Judah's wickedness
and God's surprising response of using the Chaldeans as instruments of judgment. The
lecture examines Habakkuk's struggle to reconcile God's holiness with the use of an
ungodly nation. Yates analyzes Habakkuk's eventual expression of faith and trust in God's
promises despite the looming disaster. He connects Habakkuk's message to the New
Testament, particularly Paul's use of Habakkuk 2:4 in Romans and Galatians,
emphasizing the importance of faith and faithfulness in waiting for God's ultimate
deliverance.

2. 14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 25 — Double click icon
to play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Major Prophets = Book of the
Twelve [Minor Prophets].
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3. Briefing Document: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 25,
Habakkuk

Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from
Dr. Gary Yates's lecture on the Book of Habakkuk:

Briefing Document: Dr. Gary Yates on Habakkuk

Main Themes:

Habakkuk as a Dialogue and Crisis of Faith: The book is structured as a dialogue
between Habakkuk and God, resembling the confessions of Jeremiah, where the
prophet grapples with God's plans amidst national crisis. "Through the crisis of
faith that Habakkuk is going through in terms of God's plans and God's intentions
and how he is working in the historical circumstances of his day, God ultimately
instructs the people of his plans, prepares them, and warns them of the judgment
that is on the way in approaching them."

The Prophet's Role: Prophets like Habakkuk and Jeremiah have an "incarnational
ministry," representing both God to the people ("This is what the Lord says") and
the people to God, pleading for grace and remembrance of promises.

The Problem of Evil and God's Justice: Habakkuk questions God's inaction in the
face of Judah's wickedness and then challenges God's use of the even more
wicked Babylonians as instruments of judgment.

God's Sovereignty and Mysterious Ways: God's response emphasizes his
sovereignty and the mystery of his ways, asking Habakkuk to trust that He can use
even evil nations for His righteous purposes. "That the Lord is a righteous God
who can use enemy nations and their violence and their warfare and all of these
evil and terrible things, and yet himself not participate and partake in that evil.
That's a mystery that God asks us to trust."

The Judgment of Babylon: God promises to judge Babylon for its violence and
oppression, particularly highlighting how Babylon has broken the dictates of the
Noahic covenant. "God is going to bring judgment on Babylon because of their
violence and their bloodshed."

Faith and Waiting: The book ultimately moves from lament and questioning to an
expression of faith. Habakkuk embodies the principle that "the righteous shall live
by his faith," trusting in God even when circumstances are dire.



God's Past Deliverance as a Source of Hope: Habakkuk reflects on God's past
actions for Israel (e.g., the Exodus) to bolster his faith in future deliverance. "The
pattern of God's behavior, the characteristic of God's faithfulness, as it has been
demonstrated throughout the history of Israel, gives the people of God-
confidence."

New Testament Application: Paul uses Habakkuk 2:4 in Romans and Galatians to
emphasize justification by faith in Christ, which Yates explains is an eschatological
reading of Habakkuk's promise of deliverance.

Key Ideas and Facts:

Timing of Habakkuk's Ministry: The lecture suggests that Habakkuk's ministry
likely spanned the entire Babylonian crisis, from the early signs of Babylonian
power to the imminent invasion of Judah.

Habakkuk's Complaints:Initial Complaint: Judah is overwhelmed by wickedness,
and God appears to be doing nothing. "Habakkuk's complaint is that the land is
being overwhelmed by wickedness and evil. The people of Judah have become
absolutely corrupt, and it appears that God is doing nothing about this."

Second Complaint: How can a holy God use an ungodly nation like Babylon to
judge Judah, and will Babylon's wickedness ever be addressed? "Lord, how can
you use an ungodly nation like the Babylonians to be your instrument of
judgment? How can you allow these armies and Nebuchadnezzar and the people
of Babylon? Is he then to keep on emptying his net and mercilessly killing nations
forever?"

God's Response to Habakkuk:God is raising up the Chaldeans (Babylonians) as an
instrument of judgment against Judah's wickedness.

God will ultimately judge the Babylonians for their violence and oppression.

The Woe Oracles: Chapter 2 contains a series of five woe oracles pronounced on
Babylon, emphasizing God's judgment on their violence and bloodshed.

Connection to the Noahic Covenant: God's judgment of Babylon is linked to their
violation of the Noahic covenant's prohibition against bloodshed (Genesis 9:6).

Habakkuk's Psalm (Chapter 3): This is presented as the resolution to Habakkuk's
crisis of faith, demonstrating his movement from doubt to confident trust in God.



o Imagery of God as a Divine Warrior: The psalm depicts God marching out as a
warrior, reminiscent of the Exodus, to defeat the forces of chaos.

o Habakkuk's Statement of Faith: Even if all material blessings are lost, Habakkuk
will rejoice in the Lord and find strength in Him.

e The Meaning of Emunah: The word translated as "faith" in Habakkuk 2:4 is better
understood as "faithfulness," encompassing integrity, reliability, and a lifestyle of
obedience.

¢ New Testament Interpretation of Habakkuk 2:4: While the book of Hebrews uses
this verse in a way similar to its original context, Paul reads it eschatologically,
applying it to justification by faith in Jesus Christ.

Quotes:

e "Look among the nations and see, wonder, and be astounded. For | am doing a
work in your days that you would not believe if told. For behold, | am raising up
the Chaldeans, the bitter and hasty nation, who march through the breadth of the
earth to seize dwellings not their own." (God's surprising plan to use the
Chaldeans, Habakkuk 1:5-6)

e "The Lord is in his holy temple. Let all the earth keep silent before him." (Closing
statement of the woe oracles, emphasizing God's greatness, Habakkuk 2:20)

e "Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor will there be fruit on the trees... Yet
| will rejoice in the Lord, and | will take joy in the God of my salvation."
(Habakkuk's statement of unwavering faith, Habakkuk 3:17-18)

e "The righteous shall live by his faith." (Habakkuk 2:4, central verse on faith and
faithfulness)

Significance:

Dr. Yates's lecture provides a comprehensive overview of the Book of Habakkuk,
highlighting its key themes, literary structure, and theological significance. He
emphasizes the importance of understanding the book within its historical context and
also shows how its message of faith and waiting for God's deliverance continues to
resonate in the New Testament.



4. Study Guide: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 25,
Habakkuk

Habakkuk: A Study Guide
Quiz

1. How do the books of Habakkuk and Zephaniah complement each other in the
Book of the Twelve?

2. How does Habakkuk's dialogue with God reflect the role of prophets in ancient
Israel?

3. What is Habakkuk's initial complaint to God in chapter 1?

4. What is God's initial response to Habakkuk's first complaint, and why does it
trouble Habakkuk?

5. How does Habakkuk describe God's character in chapter 1, verse 13?

6. What does Habakkuk resolve to do at the beginning of chapter 2 as he awaits
God's response to his second complaint?

7. What is the significance of God's command to Habakkuk to write down the vision
in chapter 2?

8. According to Dr. Yates, what specific aspect of Babylon's actions leads to their
judgment in Habakkuk 27?

9. What is the significance of Habakkuk 3, and how does it resolve the issues raised
earlier in the book?

10.How does Dr. Yates explain Paul's use of Habakkuk 2:4 in Romans and Galatians,
and what does it mean to live by faith?

Quiz Answer Key

1. Both books warn of coming judgment at the hands of the Babylonians; however,
Zephaniah warns of the coming day of the Lord, while Habakkuk deals with the
Babylonian crisis as a personal crisis of faith through a dialogue with God.

2. Habakkuk's dialogue demonstrates that prophets represented God to the people
by delivering divine messages, and they represented the people to God by voicing
their concerns, laments, and prayers.



3. Habakkuk complains about the pervasive wickedness and evil in the land of Judah
and questions why God appears to be doing nothing to address it.

4. God responds that He will use the Chaldeans (Babylonians) to punish Judah's
wickedness. This troubles Habakkuk because the Babylonians are themselves
wicked and evil.

5. Habakkuk describes God as being too pure to look upon evil, emphasizing God's
holiness and separation from moral wrong.

6. Habakkuk resolves to stand at his watch post and station himself on the tower,
looking out to see what God will say to him.

7. God's command to write down the vision serves as a concrete reminder and
encouragement to the righteous that God's promises will be fulfilled, even if it
seems delayed.

8. The violence and bloodshed committed by Babylon, violating the dictates of the
Noahic covenant, lead to their judgment as God will hold them accountable for
their bloodshed.

9. Habakkuk 3 is a psalm that expresses Habakkuk's ultimate faith and confidence in
God despite the coming disaster, demonstrating a movement from lament and
guestioning to trust and praise.

10. Paul reads Habakkuk 2:4 eschatologically, seeing it as a promise of ultimate
deliverance fulfilled through Christ. Living by faith, therefore, means trusting in
Jesus for salvation, rather than relying on works of the law.



Essay Questions

1.

Explore the relationship between Habakkuk's personal crisis of faith and his role
as a prophet representing the people of Judah. How does his experience reflect
the incarnational ministry of prophets in general?

Analyze the structure of Habakkuk, focusing on the dialogue between the prophet
and God. How does this structure contribute to the book's overall message and
impact?

Discuss the significance of the Noahic covenant in Habakkuk 2 and its connection
to God's judgment on Babylon. How does this covenant inform our understanding
of divine justice in the Old Testament?

Compare and contrast Habakkuk's understanding of God's justice with his
perception of the Babylonians' wickedness. How does God address Habakkuk's
concerns about using an evil nation to carry out divine judgment?

Examine the use of Habakkuk 2:4 ("the righteous shall live by his faith") in both its
original context and in Paul's letters in the New Testament. How does the
interpretation of this verse evolve, and what does it reveal about the nature of
faith and justification?



Glossary of Key Terms

Book of the Twelve: A collection of twelve shorter prophetic books in the Hebrew
Bible, also known as the Minor Prophets.

Chaldeans/Babylonians: An ancient Mesopotamian people who established a
powerful empire that conquered Judah and exiled its people.

Day of the Lord: A prophetic concept referring to a time of divine judgment and
intervention in history, often associated with cosmic upheaval and salvation for
the righteous.

Emunah: A Hebrew word translated as "faithfulness," emphasizing integrity,
reliability, and a lifestyle of obedience growing out of trust in God.

Eschatological: Relating to the end times or the final fulfillment of God's
promises.

Incarnational Ministry: A ministry in which individuals experience the effects of
judgment and, in their circumstances, are called to represent God to people and
people to God.

Lament: A passionate expression of grief or sorrow, often found in the Psalms and
prophetic literature, where individuals cry out to God in times of distress.

Noahic Covenant: A covenant established by God with Noah and all living
creatures after the flood, promising not to destroy the earth by flood again, and
establishing rules for human conduct, including the prohibition of murder.

Pesher: A type of biblical commentary found in the Dead Sea Scrolls, which
interprets prophetic texts as referring to contemporary events and the
eschatological future.

Prophetic Literature: Writings from prophets with messages that communicated
God's will, warned of judgment, called for repentance, and offered hope for
restoration.

Septuagint: A Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible.

Theophany: A visible manifestation of God to humanity, often accompanied by
dramatic natural phenomena such as storms, fire, and earthquakes.

Woe Oracle: A prophetic speech expressing grief or condemnation, often
announcing impending judgment or disaster.



5. FAQs on Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 25, Habakkuk,
Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions about Habakkuk

1. What is the primary message of the book of Habakkuk, and how does it
complement the message of Zephaniah?

Habakkuk primarily addresses a personal crisis of faith amidst the impending Babylonian
invasion. While both Habakkuk and Zephaniah warn the people of Judah about the
coming judgment at the hands of the Babylonians, they do so in different ways.
Zephaniah focuses on warning of the coming "day of the Lord" and calling the people to
repentance, Habakkuk grapples with the apparent injustice of God using a wicked nation
to punish His own people, engaging in a dialogue with God about His plans and
intentions.

2. How does the book of Habakkuk resemble the confessions of Jeremiah, and what
role do the prophets play in these dialogues?

The book of Habakkuk, like the confessions of Jeremiah, involves a back-and-forth
dialogue between the prophet and God. Both prophets lament the circumstances of
their time and question God's actions. In this dialogue, the prophets represent both God
to the people (delivering God's message) and the people to God (pleading for mercy and
remembrance of God's promises). This reflects a challenging, incarnational ministry
where the prophets experience the pain of the coming judgment and intercede on
behalf of the people.

3. What is Habakkuk's initial complaint to God, and what metaphors does he use to
describe the situation in Judah?

Habakkuk's initial complaint is that the land is overwhelmed with wickedness and evil,
and God appears to be doing nothing about it. He describes the law as "paralyzed"
(unable to function as intended) and justice as "perverted" (twisted or bent). He
questions why God makes him witness iniquity and idly watches wrong. This reflects a
broader prophetic theme of righteous people being a small minority in the face of
widespread corruption.
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4. What is God's response to Habakkuk's first complaint, and why does this response
cause Habakkuk further consternation?

God responds to Habakkuk's first complaint by revealing that He will use the Chaldeans
(Babylonians) to punish Judah. This answer troubles Habakkuk because the Babylonians
are a wicked and violent nation themselves. Habakkuk questions how a righteous God
can use an ungodly nation as an instrument of judgment, particularly when the
Babylonians seem to disregard the Lord completely and trust in their own might.

5. What is Habakkuk's second complaint, and what profound confession does he make
about God's character?

Habakkuk's second complaint is that God's use of the Babylonians seems contradictory
to His own holy and righteous character. Habakkuk confesses that God's eyes are "too
pure to look upon evil." He questions how God can allow the Babylonians to continue
mercilessly killing nations forever. This highlights the tension between God's justice and
His use of imperfect instruments to accomplish His purposes.

6. How does God respond to Habakkuk's second complaint, and what does God
instruct Habakkuk to do in preparation for this response?

God responds by assuring Habakkuk that He will ultimately judge the Babylonians for
their violence and oppression. Before revealing this, God instructs Habakkuk to write the
vision down, making it plain so that those who read it may run (understand quickly). This
written vision serves as a concrete reminder that God's judgment will come, even if it
seems slow. The righteous are called to wait in faith for God to fulfill His promise.

7. What is the significance of the "woe oracles" in Habakkuk 2, and what connection
do they have to the Noahic covenant?

The "woe oracles" in Habakkuk 2 pronounce judgment on Babylon for their violence,
bloodshed, and oppression. These woes specifically connect to the Noahic covenant in
Genesis 9, which establishes that "whoever sheds man's blood, by man shall his blood
be shed." God holds the nations accountable to this standard, and Babylon will be
judged for violating it through their violence and building their empire on blood. The
woe oracles highlight that the punishment will fit the crime.
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8. How does Habakkuk resolve his crisis of faith, and what does his final psalm
demonstrate about the nature of true worship?

Habakkuk resolves his crisis of faith by moving from lament and questioning to an
expression of faith and confidence in God. His final psalm demonstrates that despite the
impending disaster and the potential loss of all blessings, he will rejoice in the Lord and
find joy in the God of his salvation. This embodies the principle that "the righteous shall
live by his faith" (or faithfulness), trusting in God even when circumstances are bleak.
Habakkuk's example shows that true worship involves acknowledging God's character
and trusting in His promises, even in the face of suffering.



