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1. Abstract of Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 14, Hosea 4-
14, Israel’s Spiritual Infidelity, Part 2, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Gary Yates's lecture examines Israel's spiritual infidelity as depicted in Hosea 4-14,
focusing on their unfaithfulness to God through idolatry. He explains how Israel's
worship of Baal and other Canaanite gods was a form of spiritual adultery, driven by a
desire for prosperity and pleasure. Yates highlights the Old Testament's polemic against
Baal worship, showing how biblical writers used Canaanite imagery to assert Yahweh's
supremacy. The lecture emphasizes that Israel's syncretistic blending of Yahweh worship
with pagan practices led to moral decay, and God's response was to deprive them of the
blessings they sought from false gods. Ultimately, Yates argues that idolatry is not only
futile but also transforms the worshiper into the likeness of the idol. He draws parallels
to contemporary idolatry, urging listeners to maintain exclusive devotion to God.

2. 11 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 14 — Double click icon
to play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Major Prophets = Book of the
Twelve [Minor Prophets].
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3. Briefing Document: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 14,
Hosea 4-14, Israel’s Spiritual Infidelity, Part 2

Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
Dr. Gary Yates' lecture on Hosea 4-14, Part 2, focusing on Israel's spiritual infidelity.

Briefing Document: Dr. Gary Yates on Hosea 4-14 (Part 2) - Israel's Spiritual Infidelity

Main Themes:

Israel's Spiritual Adultery: The core message of Hosea, particularly chapters 4-14,
is that Israel has been spiritually unfaithful to God, their covenant partner. This
unfaithfulness is likened to adultery within a marriage. The book presents this as
a series of covenant lawsuits, detailing Israel's transgressions.

Idolatry as a Primary Form of Infidelity: A significant portion of the lecture
focuses on idolatry, particularly the worship of Baal and other Canaanite gods. Dr.
Yates emphasizes that idolatry isn't just about physical images; it's about anything
that takes the place of God in one's heart, becoming an object of ultimate
devotion, security, and significance.

The Allure of Baal Worship: The lecture delves into the reasons why the Israelites
were drawn to Baal worship. Baal, the storm god, was associated with fertility,
rain, and prosperity. In an agrarian society, this promise of material blessing was a
powerful temptation.

The Futility of Idolatry: A recurring theme is the ultimate futility of turning to
false gods. Hosea argues that the Baals cannot satisfy the people's needs or
provide true security. Turning away from God leads to misery, death, and a lack of
abundant life.

The Old Testament Polemic Against Baal Worship: Dr. Yates highlights how much
of the Old Testament literature contains an underlying argument against Baal
worship. Writers often take Canaanite imagery and ideas and turn them upside
down, asserting that Yahweh, not Baal, is the true source of blessing and power.



The Consequences of Idolatry: Worshipping idols leads to becoming like the idols
themselves. The example of Israel's worship of the golden calf is used to
demonstrate how they become stubborn like a heifer. Dr. Yates references Greg
Beale's work on the biblical theology of idolatry to support this point.

Key Ideas and Facts:

Hosea 1-3 vs. Hosea 4-14: Chapters 1-3 of Hosea focus on the story of Hosea and
Gomer as an analogy for God's relationship with Israel, while chapters 4-14
provide the specifics of Israel's unfaithfulness.

Hesed and the Commandments: Israel's unfaithfulness is manifested in their
failure to practice hesed (covenant faithfulness) and to keep God's
commandments, encompassing both social and religious sins.

Baal as "Lord" or "Master": The name Baal simply means "Lord" or "Master," and
Baal Hadad was known as the storm god, the "rider of the clouds."

Baal's Role in Canaanite Mythology: Baal's prominence in the Canaanite
pantheon stems from his defeat of Yam (god of the sea) and the forces of chaos.
He is also defeated by Mot (god of death) and rescued, representing the cycle of
agricultural seasons.

The Queen of Heaven: The lecture references the worship of the "queen of
heaven" (likely Canaanite fertility goddesses), highlighting the people's belief that
their prosperity depended on these pagan rites (Jeremiah's time).

Psalm 29 as a Possible Canaanite Hymn: Yates mentions that some scholars
speculate that Psalm 29, which describes a thunderstorm and attributes its power
to Yahweh, might have originally been a Canaanite hymn about Baal, adapted for
Israelite worship.

The narratives of Elijah and Elisha: They served to subvert the theology of the
Canaanites. The drought during Ahab's reign and Elijah's provision for the
Syrophoenician woman demonstrate God's power over fertility and life,
challenging the claims of Baal.

The worship of female fertility goddesses: This was a common practice in ancient
Israel and Judah, with women praying to these goddesses for children. This
practice was condemned by God.

Syncretism: The blending of Yahweh worship with Baal worship, and with the
worship of Asherah, was a major problem in ancient Israel.



The Danger of Becoming Like What You Worship: Worshiping idols changes
people, making them like the idols they serve, whether stubborn like a calf or
spiritually insensitive like idols that cannot see or hear.

Quotes:

"The relationship between God and Israel is like that of a marriage. God
commands the prophet to do this shocking thing where he marries a promiscuous
woman as a way of illustrating to Israel the seriousness of their defection against
him..."

"Idolatry is an issue of the heart... You have erected, and you have built idols in
your heart. We can't look at the Old Testament and say, wow, these people
struggle with idolatry... We don't have that problem. Anything that we erect in
our hearts that takes the place of God... that's a form of idolatry."

"Israel did not know that it was | who gave her the grain, the wine and the oil,
who lavished on her silver and gold, which they used for Baal."

"...they turned to the Baals, and God gave them Yaal; God gave them
worthlessness as their reward."

"My people have done something very foolish. They have substituted a
relationship with the God who is the source of the living waters and they have
turned instead to broken cisterns that will never hold water..."

"One of the scary things about idol worship that the Old Testament constantly
reminds us is that ultimately when you worship these idols you will become like
the gods that you worship."

"The Lord says you are to love me with all of your heart and with all of your mind
and with all of your strength."

Relevance to Today:

Dr. Yates emphasizes that the issue of idolatry is still relevant for Christians today. He
argues that we can be drawn into idolatry by the prevailing lies of our culture, such as
the idea that our worth is determined by our possessions or that wealth and pleasure
are the keys to happiness. He also warns against the dangers of syncretism, where we
mix our faith with the values of the world.



Conclusion:

Dr. Yates' lecture provides a comprehensive overview of Israel's spiritual infidelity as
depicted in Hosea 4-14. He highlights the allure and the ultimate futility of idolatry,
emphasizing the importance of maintaining a pure and exclusive devotion to God. He
connects these ancient issues to contemporary challenges, urging listeners to be aware
of the subtle forms of idolatry that can creep into their lives.



4. Study Guide: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 14, Hosea
4-14, Israel’s Spiritual Infidelity, Part 2

Hosea: Israel's Spiritual Infidelity - Study Guide

Quiz

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each.

1.

8.
9.

What is the overarching metaphor used in Hosea to describe the relationship
between God and Israel?

According to Hosea, what was the primary religious sin of Israel?
Explain the significance of the term "Baal" in the context of Hosea.

Describe the allure of Baal worship for the Israelites, focusing on the Canaanite
understanding of Baal.

How did the Israelites misunderstand the source of their prosperity, according to
Hosea 2:8?

Give an example of a specific ritual in Israel's worship that demonstrates their
spiritual infidelity.

In what way is the worship of idols in the Old Testament similar to modern day
issues?

How does the Old Testament writers argue against Baal worship?

What does Hosea mean by the phrase "polemic of futility?"

10. What does Hosea say is the result when people worship idols?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

2.

The relationship between God and Israel is depicted as a marriage, where Israel's
unfaithfulness to God is likened to adultery. Hosea's marriage to Gomer serves as
a living illustration of this broken covenant relationship.

The primary religious sin of Israel was idolatry, specifically the worship of other
gods like Baal and female fertility goddesses, in addition to their perversion of the
worship of God. This violated the covenant command to worship Yahweh alone.



10.

"Baal" is a Canaanite term meaning "Lord" or "Master" and is used to refer to
various local deities. In Hosea, it symbolizes Israel's misplaced devotion and
reliance on gods other than Yahweh for blessings and prosperity.

Baal was believed to be the storm god who brought rain and fertility to the land,
which was essential for the agrarian society of Israel. The Israelites were tempted
to worship Baal for the promise of prosperity and sustenance.

The Israelites attributed their blessings (grain, wine, oil, silver, and gold) to Baal,
believing he was the source of their prosperity. They failed to recognize that these
blessings came from Yahweh, their covenant God.

They sacrificed on hilltops and burned offerings, and they did these things in
conjunction with cult prostitution and other immoral and pagan rites.

Old Testament worship of physical idols is similar to modern issues in that idols,
or things that take the place of God in our hearts, take our focus and devotion
away from God. This shift in our worship ultimately leads to ruin and
unfulfillment.

The Old Testament writers will often take the images, beliefs, and ideas of the
Canaanites and turn them completely upside down and say that Baal is not the
storm god. Yahweh is the one true God, creator of all, who is the king.

Hosea uses the phrase "polemic of futility" to describe the idea that turning to
false gods will not meet their needs. The Lord is the only way to experience true
security and happiness in this life.

Hosea explains that when people worship idols they will become like those idols.
In Hosea's day the people worshiped dumb idols and they became stubborn and
insensitive to God.

Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the social, religious, and economic factors that contributed to Israel's
attraction to Baal worship.

Analyze the polemical strategies used in the Old Testament, particularly in Hosea
and Psalms, to challenge Baal worship and assert the supremacy of Yahweh.

Compare and contrast the concept of idolatry in the Old Testament with
contemporary forms of idolatry in modern society.



4. Examine the theme of covenant unfaithfulness in Hosea, exploring its
consequences and the possibility of restoration.

5. Trace the concept of spiritual adultery as it is presented in Hosea, discussing its
implications for understanding the relationship between God and His people.

Glossary of Key Terms

o Hesed: Hebrew term referring to God's steadfast love, mercy, and covenant
faithfulness.

o Baal: Canaanite god associated with storms, rain, fertility, and prosperity. The
term means "Lord" or "Master."

o Asherah: Canaanite female fertility goddess, often associated with sacred poles or
trees.

o Idolatry: The worship of idols or images representing false gods; also, the
excessive devotion to anything that takes the place of God in one's life.

e Covenant: A binding agreement or treaty between two parties; in the Old
Testament, the covenant between God and Israel defined their relationship.

o Apostasy: The abandonment or rejection of one's religious faith or principles.
e Syncretism: The mixing or blending of different religious beliefs and practices.
e Polemic: A strong verbal or written attack on someone or something.

e Mot: The Canaanite god of death.

e Yam: The Canaanite god of the sea and chaos.



5. FAQs on Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 14, Hosea 4-14,
Israel’s Spiritual Infidelity, Part 2, Biblicalelearning.org (BelL)

Here is an 8-question FAQ based on the provided text:

FAQ: Hosea and Israel's Spiritual Infidelity

What is the central metaphor used in Hosea to describe the relationship
between God and Israel?

The relationship between God and Israel is likened to a marriage, specifically the
relationship between Hosea and his unfaithful wife, Gomer. This illustrates Israel's
apostasy and unfaithfulness to God, their covenant partner. God commanded
Hosea to marry a promiscuous woman to demonstrate the seriousness of Israel's
defection.

What is the primary charge Hosea brings against Israel in chapters 4-14?

The primary charge is spiritual adultery. Israel has been unfaithful to God through
various acts, including failing to practice covenant faithfulness (Hesed),
disobeying God's commandments (social and religious sins), and, most
significantly, worshipping other gods and engaging in idolatry.

Why was the worship of Baal so tempting to the Israelites, particularly in an
agricultural society?

Baal, the Canaanite storm god, was believed to control the rain and, therefore,
the fertility of the land. As an agrarian society heavily dependent on agricultural
produce for survival, the Israelites were tempted to worship Baal in hopes of
securing prosperity and sustenance. Baal worship promised immediate, tangible
blessings.

How is idolatry defined in Hosea, and how does it relate to modern-day issues?

Idolatry is not limited to the worship of physical images or idols. It encompasses
anything that takes the place of God in our hearts, becoming the object of our
ultimate devotion, security, and significance. This applies to modern issues such
as consumerism, materialism, careers, wealth, and prosperity, which can become
idols if they overshadow our relationship with God.



10

How did the Israelites misunderstand the source of their blessings, according to
Hosea?

The Israelites attributed their blessings (grain, wine, oil, silver, gold) to Baal and
other pagan deities rather than recognizing God as the true source. They believed
that their prosperity was tied to worshipping these false gods, leading to a
distorted understanding of reality where loyalty to God was seen as detrimental
to their well-being.

What is the "polemic against Baal worship" found throughout the Old
Testament, and how is it exemplified in Hosea?

The "polemic against Baal worship" refers to the Old Testament writers' efforts to
subvert Canaanite beliefs by asserting that Yahweh, the one true God, is the
source of all blessings, the subduer of chaos, and the ultimate provider. Hosea
demonstrates this by repeatedly highlighting the futility of turning to Baal and
other false gods, emphasizing that only God can truly satisfy and meet their
needs.

Beyond Baal worship, what other forms of idolatry did the Israelites practice,
and what were the consequences?

In addition to Baal worship, the Israelites practiced idolatry by worshipping calf
gods and maintaining illicit sanctuaries in places like Dan and Bethel, which was
apostasy against God. They also worshipped female fertility goddesses. The
consequences included divine judgment, the destruction of their sanctuaries, and
ultimately, exile and deprivation of the very blessings they sought from these
false gods (crops, children, prosperity).

What does Hosea teach about the relationship between worship and personal
character?

Hosea emphasizes that we become like what we worship. The Israelites, by
worshipping the golden calf, became stubborn and insensitive, mirroring the
characteristics of the idol they revered. This underscores the importance of pure
devotion to God, as true worship shapes our character and aligns us with the
values and nature of the one we worship.



