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1. Abstract of Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 13, Hosea 4-

14, Israel’s Spiritual Infidelity, Part 1, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 

 Dr. Gary Yates' lecture focuses on Hosea 4-14, exploring Israel's spiritual infidelity. He 

uses the metaphor of Hosea's marriage to Gomer as a representation of God's 

relationship with Israel, highlighting Israel's unfaithfulness. Yates analyzes Hosea's 

preaching, detailing Israel's specific acts of infidelity and the historical context of 

political turmoil and violence during the reigns of weak kings. He presents chapters 4-

14 as a series of covenant lawsuits where God acts as judge, indicting Israel for their 

covenant unfaithfulness. Each lawsuit includes an indictment, accusation, and 

announcement of judgment, but concludes with a word of hope and restoration. The 

lecture also highlights Israel's failure to practice hesed (steadfast love) and their 

disobedience to God's commands, emphasizing the reciprocal obligation within the 

covenant relationship. 

2.  18 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 13 –  Double click icon 

to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Old Testament → Major Prophets → Book of the 

Twelve [Minor Prophets].  
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3. Briefing Document: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 13, 

Hosea 4-14, Israel’s Spiritual Infidelity, Part 1 

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from Dr. Gary 

Yates's lecture on Hosea 4-14, Part 1, focusing on Israel's spiritual infidelity. 

Briefing Document: Dr. Gary Yates on Hosea 4-14, Part 1: Israel's Spiritual Infidelity 

Main Themes: 

• Spiritual Infidelity as the Central Issue: The core message of Hosea 4-14 revolves 

around Israel's unfaithfulness to Yahweh, likened to marital infidelity. This is 

established in chapters 1-3 with the metaphor of Hosea and Gomer. "In the same 

way that Gomer had been unfaithful to Hosea, and yet God commands him to 

love this woman and to restore that relationship, God will continue his covenant 

relationship with Israel in spite of their spiritual infidelity." The rest of the book 

details the specifics of this infidelity. 

• Historical Context of Political Instability: The lecture emphasizes the chaotic 

political situation in Israel during the 8th century BC, marked by weak rulers, 

coups, violence, and dependence on Assyria. This political turmoil is presented as 

a symptom of Israel's deeper spiritual problem. "The monarchy itself, being a king 

in Israel in the 8th century, was one of the most dangerous jobs anyone has ever 

held." Yates explains that "Their problem is not political. Their problem is 

spiritual." 

• Covenant Lawsuits as a Structural Framework: Yates, drawing on Dr. Bob 

Chisholm's commentary, presents chapters 4-14 as a series of three "covenant 

lawsuits." These lawsuits follow a pattern: indictment (formal charges), 

accusation, announcement of judgment, and a concluding word of hope and 

restoration. "The covenant lawsuit is a prominent genre in prophetic books...what 

happens in a covenant lawsuit is that the prophet creates the backdrop of a court 

case, and God is the judge. The prophet is the prosecuting attorney...The 

defendant is going to be the people of Israel." 

• The Dual Role of the Prophet: Hosea, as a prophet, has a dual role: to indict the 

people for their sins and to announce God's judgment, but also to offer a promise 

of restoration and hope. This is evident in the structure of the covenant lawsuits 

and in the names of Hosea's children. 
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• Refusal to Repent: Despite God's attempts to call them back through the 

"courtroom proceedings," the Israelites are too proud and arrogant to 

acknowledge their guilt and turn to the Lord. "The pride of Israel testifies to his 

face. Israel is too proud, and they're too arrogant in their sin to admit that they 

have been unfaithful to the Lord." 

• The Importance of Hesed and Obedience: Yates highlights that Israel's failure to 

practice hesed (steadfast love, faithfulness) and their disobedience to God's 

commands are key indictments. "Israel specifically has not obeyed the Lord by 

failing to practice hesed and by failing to keep his commands." The priests are 

also blamed for not teaching the people God's laws. 

• Historical Fulfillment of Prophecy: The lecture connects the prophecies of 

judgment with the historical fall of the northern kingdom of Israel to the 

Assyrians in 722 BC. He quotes the annals of Sargon II, the Assyrian king, to 

demonstrate external confirmation of the biblical account. "The ruler of Samaria, 

the king of Israel, defaulted on his taxes and declared Samaria's independence 

from Assyria. With the strength given me by the divine assembly, I conquered 

Samaria and its covenant partner and took 27,290 prisoners of war along with 

their chariots." 

Key Ideas and Facts: 

• Hosea's Ministry: Hosea's ministry likely continued after the fall of the northern 

kingdom (722 BC), with him migrating to the south. 

• Superscription Significance: The superscription's focus on Judah's kings suggests 

Hosea's ministry extended beyond the northern kingdom's demise. 

• Jeroboam II: Jeroboam II was the last strong king of Israel before a period of rapid 

decline. 

• Covenant Lawsuit Structure: Indictment/Accusation -> Announcement of 

Judgment -> Offer of Hope/Restoration. 

• Rib: The Hebrew word rib signifies a lawsuit, contention, or dispute, central to the 

concept of the covenant lawsuits. 

• Adam Reference: The interpretation of "like Adam, they have transgressed the 

covenant" (Hosea 6:7) is debated, with possibilities including a formal covenant 

with Adam, a general reference to humanity, or an allusion to a specific event in 

Israel's past. Yates is not sure it's a major issue. 
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• The Lion's Roar: The image of God roaring like a lion changes from a sign of 

judgment (as in Amos) to a call for the people to return home in Hosea. 

• Exile and Return: The return from exile is presented as a "second exodus," even 

greater than the first. 

• The Importance of Context: Paul's use of Hosea 13:14 in 1 Corinthians 15 is 

contrasted with its original negative context in Hosea. 

• Historical Confirmation: The fall of Samaria to the Assyrians in 722 BC is 

confirmed by both the biblical record (Book of Kings) and external historical 

sources, like the annals of Sargon II. 

Quotes: 

• "In the same way that Gomer had been unfaithful to Hosea, and yet God 

commands him to love this woman and to restore that relationship, God will 

continue his covenant relationship with Israel in spite of their spiritual infidelity." 

• "Their problem is not political. Their problem is spiritual." 

• "The covenant lawsuit is a prominent genre in prophetic books...what happens in 

a covenant lawsuit is that the prophet creates the backdrop of a court case, and 

God is the judge. The prophet is the prosecuting attorney...The defendant is going 

to be the people of Israel." 

• "The pride of Israel testifies to his face. Israel is too proud, and they're too 

arrogant in their sin to admit that they have been unfaithful to the Lord." 

• "Israel specifically has not obeyed the Lord by failing to practice hesed and by 

failing to keep his commands." 

• "The ruler of Samaria, the king of Israel, defaulted on his taxes and declared 

Samaria's independence from Assyria. With the strength given me by the divine 

assembly, I conquered Samaria and its covenant partner and took 27,290 

prisoners of war along with their chariots." 
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Implications: 

• The lecture provides a framework for understanding the structure and message of 

Hosea 4-14. 

• It highlights the importance of spiritual fidelity, obedience, and hesed in the 

relationship between God and his people. 

• It connects the prophetic message with historical events, demonstrating the 

consequences of disobedience. 

• It emphasizes the enduring nature of God's love and his desire for restoration, 

even in the face of infidelity. 

 

 

 

  



6 
 

4.  Study Guide: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 13, Hosea 

4-14, Israel’s Spiritual Infidelity, Part 1 

Hosea: Spiritual Infidelity and Covenant Lawsuits 

Study Guide 

I. Historical Background 

• The Assyrian Crisis: Recall the rise of the Neo-Assyrian Empire and its impact on 

Israel during the 8th century BC. Tiglath-Pileser III's reign marked a turning point, 

ultimately leading to the fall of Israel in 722 BC. 

• Internal Instability in Israel: Following the long reign of Jeroboam II, Israel 

experienced political chaos marked by weak rulers, frequent coups, and 

assassinations. Identify the kings who reigned after Jeroboam II (Zechariah, 

Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, and Hoshea). 

• Hosea's Ministry: Understand the superscription of the book, noting the 

reference to the kings of Judah (Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah) alongside 

Jeroboam II of Israel. Recognize that Hosea's ministry likely continued after the 

fall of the northern kingdom, possibly leading him to migrate south. 

II. Covenant Lawsuits in Hosea 4-14 

• Concept of Covenant Lawsuit (Rib): Understand the covenant lawsuit as a 

prominent genre in prophetic books. God is the judge, the prophet is the 

prosecuting attorney, and Israel is the defendant. The lawsuits involve 

indictments, accusations, and announcements of judgment, but also words of 

hope and restoration. 

• Structure of the Lawsuits: Each of the three covenant lawsuits in Hosea 4-14 

follows a pattern: 

• Indictment: Formal charges against Israel. 

• Accusation: Specific ways in which Israel has been unfaithful. 

• Announcement: The judgment that will result from their unfaithfulness. 

• Offer of Hope: A promise of restoration after judgment. 
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• First Covenant Lawsuit (Hosea 4:1-6:3): Focuses on Israel's lack of faithfulness, 

steadfast love, and knowledge of God. The leaders, especially the priests, are 

indicted for failing to teach the people the law. 

• Second Covenant Lawsuit (Hosea 6:4-11:11): Highlights political sins such as 

alliances with other nations, violence, and injustice. The issue of covenant 

transgression is raised, with comparisons to Adam. 

• Third Covenant Lawsuit (Hosea 11:12-14:9): Emphasizes Israel's past history of 

disobedience and improper response to God's blessings. The lawsuit culminates 

in a message of judgment and a final word of hope. 

III. Key Indictments Against Israel 

• Lack of Hesed (Steadfast Love): Israel did not reciprocate the hesed that God 

showed them. They failed to demonstrate faithfulness to God and to each other. 

• Disobedience to God's Commands: Israel broke the commandments, as 

highlighted in the opening charges in Hosea 4:1-3. The priests are blamed for 

failing to teach the law. 

• Idolatry: Israel turned to other gods. This spiritual infidelity is a central theme 

throughout the book. 

• Political Intrigue and Violence: The constant coups, conspiracies, and 

assassinations in Israel reflect their defection from Yahweh. 

• Trusting in Military Alliances Instead of God: Israel sought security in alliances 

with other nations rather than trusting in God's protection. 

IV. Themes and Metaphors 

• Marriage Metaphor: The relationship between Hosea and Gomer serves as a 

metaphor for the relationship between Yahweh and Israel, highlighting God's 

faithfulness despite Israel's infidelity. 

• Pagan Rituals: Instead of repenting and returning to God, the Israelites engaged 

in pagan rituals, such as gashing themselves. 

V. Theological Implications 

• God's Grace and Obligation: God's grace carries an obligation to live a life of 

obedience. Experiencing God's blessings requires a response of love, devotion, 

faithfulness, and obedience. 
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• Judgment and Restoration: The book emphasizes that judgment is not God's final 

word. He desires repentance and restoration. 

• Prophetic Dual Role: The prophet's role is to indict the people and announce 

God's judgment, but also to promise them restoration. 

• Second Exodus: The return from exile is presented as a second exodus, which will 

be better than the first. 

Quiz: Short Answer Questions 

1. What historical events form the backdrop for Hosea's prophecies? 

2. Explain the significance of Hosea's marriage to Gomer. 

3. Define the term "covenant lawsuit" (rib) and describe its components in the book 

of Hosea. 

4. How does Hosea use the image of wild animals in his prophecies? 

5. According to Dr. Yates, what specific shortcomings among the priests contributed 

to Israel’s spiritual infidelity? 

6. Identify at least three kings who came after Jeroboam II of Israel and describe the 

state of Israel's monarchy during this time. 

7. In the second covenant lawsuit, what connection is made between Israel and 

Adam (or Adam)? Provide two interpretations. 

8. What is Hesed? Explain its importance in the relationship between God and Israel. 

9. Why does Hosea use marital infidelity as a metaphor for Israel's relationship with 

Yahweh? 

10. What does the fall of the northern kingdom to the Assyrians represent in the 

context of Hosea's prophecies? 

Answer Key 

1. The prophecies are set against the backdrop of the rise of the Neo-Assyrian 

Empire, the reign of Tiglath-Pileser III, and the internal political instability within 

Israel following the reign of Jeroboam II, ultimately leading to the fall of Israel in 

722 BC. This political turmoil in Israel was marked by weak rulers and frequent 

coups. 
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2. Hosea's marriage to Gomer, an unfaithful woman, serves as a powerful metaphor 

for the relationship between Yahweh and Israel, symbolizing God's unwavering 

love and commitment to his people despite their spiritual infidelity and turning to 

other gods. God commands Hosea to love and restore his relationship with 

Gomer, mirroring God's continued covenant with Israel. 

3. A "covenant lawsuit" (rib) is a legal proceeding where God acts as the judge, the 

prophet as the prosecuting attorney, and Israel as the defendant, accusing Israel 

of covenant unfaithfulness; in Hosea it involves indictments of the charges, 

accusations of specific sins, announcements of judgment, and promises of hope. 

The purpose is to create a formal legal image of the people standing before God 

and being charged in a legal way with their covenant infidelity. 

4. Hosea uses images of wild animals, such as lions, leopards, and bears, to depict 

God's impending judgment on Israel, portraying God as a powerful force that will 

tear apart and devour those who are unfaithful to him. In a later reference, the 

roar of a lion calls the people home from exile. 

5. Dr. Yates specifically mentions that the priests were responsible for the people 

not keeping the law because they failed to teach the people their covenant 

obligations. As a result, they became the cause of the judgment and were 

especially targeted. 

6. Kings who came after Jeroboam II include Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem, 

Pekahiah, Pekah, and Hoshea. During this time, the monarchy in Israel was 

characterized by weakness, instability, frequent coups, and assassinations, making 

it a dangerous and chaotic position to hold. 

7. In the second covenant lawsuit, it is stated, "like Adam, they have transgressed 

the covenant," possibly referencing the fall of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3, viewing 

it as proof of a formal covenant between God and Adam from creation. 

Alternately, it could be a reference to mankind in general, suggesting Israel is no 

different than the rest of humanity in breaking covenant with God. 

8. Hesed is a Hebrew word translated as faithfulness or steadfast love, representing 

a quality or attribute that God has shown to Israel within the covenant. God 

expects a reciprocal response of hesed from Israel, demonstrating their 

faithfulness to Him and to each other, but they are often charged with a lack of it. 

9. Hosea uses marital infidelity to represent Israel's relationship with Yahweh to 

highlight their spiritual adultery and unfaithfulness to the covenant. Just as a 
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spouse should be faithful and loyal, Israel should have been exclusively devoted 

to Yahweh but instead pursued other gods and idols. 

10. The fall of the northern kingdom to the Assyrians represents the fulfillment of 

Hosea's prophecies of judgment, demonstrating that God's warnings of 

destruction and exile for Israel's unfaithfulness and disobedience were valid and 

would come to pass, emphasizing the consequences of their covenant infidelity. 

 

Essay Questions 

1. Analyze the use of the marriage metaphor in the book of Hosea. How does the 

relationship between Hosea and Gomer illuminate the relationship between 

Yahweh and Israel? 

2. Discuss the role of the prophet in the book of Hosea. How does Hosea function as 

both a messenger of judgment and a herald of hope? 

3. Compare and contrast the themes and indictments presented in the three 

covenant lawsuits in Hosea 4-14. How do these lawsuits build upon each other to 

convey Hosea's message? 

4. Examine the theological implications of Hosea's prophecies regarding God's grace 

and the obligation it carries. How does Hosea's message challenge the idea of 

unconditional grace? 

5. Explore the relationship between the historical context of Hosea's ministry and 

the message of his prophecies. How did the political and social conditions of 8th-

century Israel shape Hosea's message? 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Apostasy: The abandonment or renunciation of a religious or political belief. 

• Assyria: An ancient Near Eastern empire that rose to prominence in the 8th 

century BC and conquered the northern kingdom of Israel. 

• Covenant: A binding agreement between two parties, often involving promises 

and obligations. In the Old Testament, the covenant between God and Israel is 

central. 

• Hesed: A Hebrew word referring to steadfast love, mercy, and faithfulness. It 

describes God's character and is also expected of those in covenant with Him. 

• Indictment: A formal accusation or charge. 

• Infidelity: Unfaithfulness or disloyalty, especially in a marriage or covenant 

relationship. 

• Jeroboam II: King of Israel during whose reign Hosea began his ministry. His long 

reign brought prosperity, but it was followed by political chaos. 

• Prophet: A person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer of the will of 

God. In the Old Testament, prophets delivered messages of warning, judgment, 

and hope. 

• Rib: A Hebrew word meaning "lawsuit" or "controversy," used to describe the 

covenant lawsuits in Hosea. 

• Sheol: In Hebrew cosmology, the subterranean place to which the dead were 

believed to go. 

• Tiglath-Pileser III: The king of Assyria who initiated the Assyrian crisis that led to 

the fall of the northern kingdom of Israel. 

• Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah: Kings of Judah during whose reigns Hosea 

prophesied, indicating that his ministry spanned a significant period. 

• Yahweh: The personal name of God in the Hebrew Bible. 
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5. FAQs on Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 13, Hosea 4-14, 

Israel’s Spiritual Infidelity, Part 1, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Here is an 8-question FAQ based on the provided text, formatted in Markdown: 

1. What is the central metaphor in Hosea 1-3, and how does it relate to the rest of the 

book (Hosea 4-14)? 

The central metaphor in Hosea 1-3 is the marriage of Hosea and Gomer, which 

represents the relationship between Yahweh and Israel. Gomer's unfaithfulness to Hosea 

mirrors Israel's spiritual infidelity to God. God commands Hosea to love and restore 

Gomer, symbolizing God's continued covenant relationship with Israel despite their 

unfaithfulness and devotion to other gods. This metaphor sets the stage for Hosea 4-14, 

which details the specifics of Israel's spiritual infidelity and Hosea's preaching against it. 

2. What is significant about the kings mentioned in the superscription of Hosea? Why 

are primarily kings of Judah mentioned, and why only Jeroboam II from Israel? 

The superscription's primary reference to the kings of Judah, despite Hosea's ministry 

being in the northern kingdom of Israel, suggests that Hosea's ministry likely continued 

after the fall of the northern kingdom in 722/721 BC, possibly as he migrated south. The 

mention of only Jeroboam II from Israel, while omitting the kings who followed, 

indicates that those later kings were weak and ineffective rulers who presided over a 

period of chaos and violence. Jeroboam II, in contrast, had a long and prosperous reign. 

3. How does the political turmoil in 8th-century Israel relate to the spiritual message of 

Hosea? 

The political turmoil, characterized by frequent coups, assassinations, and conspiracies, 

is presented as a symptom of Israel's spiritual defection from Yahweh. Hosea argues that 

the people's lust for power and their trust in political leaders, rather than in God, are 

direct results of their apostasy and idolatry. The instability and violence reflect a deeper 

spiritual problem, namely, the people's abandonment of God as their true leader and 

savior. 
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4. What is a "covenant lawsuit" (rib), and how is it used in Hosea 4-14? 

A "covenant lawsuit" (rib) is a prominent genre in prophetic books, including Hosea. It 

creates the backdrop of a court case where God is the judge, and the prophet acts as the 

prosecuting attorney. The people of Israel are the defendants. The prophet reminds the 

people of God's covenant faithfulness while charging them with unfaithfulness. It's a 

formal legal proceeding designed to illustrate Israel's guilt in breaking their covenant 

with God. Hosea 4-14 is structured around three of these covenant lawsuits. 

5. What is the typical structure of the covenant lawsuits in Hosea, and what elements 

are included? 

Each covenant lawsuit in Hosea 4-14 typically includes three elements: 

1. Indictment (Accusation): Formal charges are laid out against the people of Israel, 

detailing their sins and unfaithfulness to the covenant. 

2. Announcement of Judgment: Specific judgments or punishments that God will 

enact as a consequence of their sins are proclaimed. 

3. Word of Hope and Restoration: Each lawsuit concludes with a promise of hope 

and restoration after the judgment, reflecting the dual role of the prophet to both 

condemn and offer redemption. 

6. What are some of the specific indictments made against Israel in Hosea 4-14? 

Some of the specific indictments against Israel include: 

• Lack of Hesed (Steadfast Love): Failure to show faithfulness and reciprocal love 

towards God and each other, violating the covenant relationship. 

• Disobedience to God's Commands: Breaking the Mosaic Law, exemplified by 

violations of the Ten Commandments (lying, stealing, murder, adultery). 

• Idolatry: Worshipping other gods and incorporating pagan practices into their 

religious life. 

• Political Sins: Making alliances with foreign nations instead of trusting in God, 

engaging in violence and conspiracies to gain power. 
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7. What is the significance of the passage referencing "Adam" in Hosea 6:7? 

The passage "like Adam, they have transgressed the covenant" (Hosea 6:7) raises 

questions about its interpretation. It could refer to: 1) the fall of Adam and Eve in the 

Garden of Eden, suggesting a formal covenant between God and Adam; 2) humanity in 

general breaking a covenant, such as the Noahic covenant; or 3) a specific historical 

event or place named "Adam" in Israel's past. Regardless of the specific interpretation, 

the verse emphasizes that Israel, despite considering themselves special, has broken the 

covenant with God, similarly to others. 

8. How does Hosea balance the message of judgment with the promise of restoration, 

and what examples illustrate this balance? 

Hosea consistently balances messages of judgment with promises of restoration. 

Examples: 

• The names of Hosea's children (Jezreel, Lo-Ruhamah, Lo-Ammi) initially signify 

judgment but ultimately point to future restoration. 

• In each of the three covenant lawsuits, the indictment and judgment are followed 

by a word of hope. 

• In chapter 11, despite Israel's past disobedience and future exile, God expresses 

compassion and promises to bring them back from exile, even comparing it to a 

second exodus. 

• Even at the end of chapter 13, which contains a powerful statement of guilt and 

judgment, that is immediately followed in chapter 14 with God's promise of 

restoration, including healing their apostasy and freely loving them, because 

God's anger is turned away from them. 


