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1. Abstract of Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 9, Amos 3-6 —
Judgment of Israel and Call to Repentance,
Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Gary Yates's lecture on Amos 3-6 focuses on God's impending judgment of Israel
and the urgent call to repentance. The lecture highlights Israel's sins, particularly their
oppression of the poor, greed, and misuse of religious practices, despite God's historical
faithfulness. Yates explains that prosperity under Jeroboam Il led to economic policies
that favored the wealthy, exacerbating social injustice. Amos emphasizes that Israel's
status as God's chosen people does not exempt them from judgment; rather, it increases
their accountability. The lecture underscores that God is giving them the opportunity to
repent, which is the reason for sending them the message. The impending disaster is
presented as a consequence of breaking the covenant, but one which might be averted.

2. 14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 9 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Major Prophets = Book of the
Twelve [Minor Prophets].
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3. Briefing Document: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 9,
Amos 3-6 — Judgment of Israel and Call to Repentance

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important
ideas from the provided excerpt of Dr. Gary Yates' lecture on Amos 3-6, focusing on the
judgment of Israel and the call to repentance:

Briefing Document: Dr. Gary Yates on Amos 3-6 - Judgment and Repentance

Overview: This lecture by Dr. Gary Yates analyzes Amos chapters 3-6, focusing on God's
impending judgment on Israel (the northern kingdom) and the prophet's urgent call for
repentance. Yates emphasizes that Israel's special status as God's chosen people does
not exempt them from accountability and that their social injustices, materialism, and
disregard for the covenant will lead to devastating consequences if they do not change
their ways. He also highlights the theological significance of the "Day of the Lord" and
the covenant curses in understanding God's judgment.

Key Themes and Ideas:
o Judgment on Israel Rooted in Social Injustice and Covenant Violation:

e Amos's primary concern is Israel's sins of greed, materialism, and oppression of
the poor. This stems from prioritizing wealth over God, leading to exploitation and
violence.

e Quote: "the primary issue that the prophets deal with in terms of the people's
behavior and lifestyle is their greed, their materialism, their oppression of the
poor and the needy."

e The people were violating the Mosaic law in several ways, including mistreating
the poor in court, seizing their property, failing to return pledged garments, and
misusing debt slavery.

e Quote: "They see nothing incompatible with mistreating their neighbors and
worshiping God."

o They were also disregarding God's messengers (prophets and Nazarites) and
failing to honor their special relationship with God.

e Quote: "you made the Nazarites drink wine and commanded the prophets saying,
you shall not prophesy."



Economic Context of Injustice (8th Century BC):

The prosperity under Jeroboam Il led to economic policies that benefited the
wealthy elite at the expense of the peasant farmers.

The shift toward mass production of export items (grain, olive oil, wine) resulted
in land consolidation, debt servitude, and a hunger problem for the poor.

Quote (from John Walton quoted by Yates): "the impoverished peasant farmers
now found themselves in debt, servitude, or day labor."

Misuse of debt slavery provisions allowed wealthy landowners to seize the land of
subsistent farmers.

The tribute demanded by the Assyrians further burdened the poor.
Israel's "Chosen" Status Does Not Guarantee Immunity:

Amos challenges the assumption that being God's chosen people exempts Israel
from judgment. In fact, their special relationship makes them more accountable.

Quote: "You only have | known of all the families of the earth. Therefore, | will
punish you for all of your iniquities."

Amos compares Israel to other nations like the Philistines, Egyptians, and
Cushites, arguing that they are no better and will face similar consequences for
their wickedness.

Quote: "Are you not like the Cushites to me, O people of Israel, declares the
Lord."

The prophet uses rhetorical questions to emphasize the cause-and-effect
relationship between their actions and God's impending judgment.

Quote: "Does disaster come to a city unless the Lord has done it?"
Theological Significance of Judgment:

The impending disaster is portrayed as the roaring of a lion (God's anger) and a
warning to prepare for what is coming.

Yates cautions that the statement "Does disaster come to a city unless the Lord
has done it?" should not be taken to mean God causes every disaster, but that the
warnings of tragedy delivered by the prophets are from God.



The judgments are the fulfillment of covenant curses outlined in Leviticus and
Deuteronomy, demonstrating God's faithfulness to his warnings.

Quote: "God bringing upon the people of Israel the covenant curses that Moses
had warned them about."

The "Day of the Lord," which Israel expected to be a time of victory over their
enemies, will instead be a time of judgment against them.

Quote: "It is darkness and not light."

God is taking on the role of Israel's enemy, just like a baseball player who changes
teams, to bring correction.

Call to Repentance and Potential for Averted Judgment:

Despite the dire warnings, Amos offers an urgent call to repentance, emphasizing
that judgment is not inevitable if the people change their ways.

Quote: "Seek me and live."

He urges them to seek good, hate evil, establish justice, and turn away from
idolatrous practices.

God's character is defined by covenant faithfulness (hesed), compassion, and
slowness to anger.

Even at this late stage, there is still an opportunity for repentance and the
possibility of averting the full force of God's wrath.

Key Quotes Highlighting the Severity of the Impending Judgment:

"as the shepherd rescues from the mouth of the lion two legs or a piece of an ear,
so shall the people of Israel who dwell in Samaria be rescued with the corner of a
couch and the part of a bed."

"they will take you away with hooks and even the last of you with fish hooks."

"in all the squares there shall be wailing, and in all of the streets they shall say,
Alas, and alas."

"if ten remain in one house, they shall die...silence; we must not mention the
name of the Lord."



Implications:

e Amos's message is a powerful reminder that religious rituals and outward
expressions of faith are meaningless without social justice and genuine obedience
to God's covenant.

e The lecture invites reflection on the relationship between prosperity, economic
policies, and social inequality.

e It challenges the notion of "cheap grace" and the idea that God's favor can be
earned or taken for granted.

e The lecture underscores God's holiness, justice, and his persistent offer of mercy
through repentance.

This briefing document should provide a comprehensive overview of the main points
and themes covered in the excerpt from Dr. Yates' lecture on Amos 3-6.



4. Study Guide: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 9, Amos 3-
6 — Judgment of Israel and Call to Repentance

Amos: Judgment and Repentance (Chapters 3-6) Study Guide

Quiz: Short Answer Questions

1. What specific sins of Israel does Amos highlight as the primary reason for God's
judgment, and why were these sins particularly egregious?

2. What does Amos mean when he says that the people were selling "the righteous
for silver, the needy for a pair of sandals"?

3. According to Yates, what economic and social factors in 8th century BC Israel
contributed to the injustice that Amos condemns?

4. How did the misuse of debt slavery contribute to the problems Amos addresses?

5. What is the significance of the phrase "Hear this word" that appears in chapters
3,4,and 5?

6. Why does Amos challenge the Israelites' belief that their status as God's chosen
people would exempt them from judgment?

7. How does Amos use rhetorical questions in chapter 3 to emphasize the
seriousness of God's impending judgment? Give at least one example.

8. What is the significance of Amos's warning that the "day of the Lord" will be
darkness, not light, for Israel?

9. According to Yates, what is a "covenant curse" and how does the concept relate
to the judgment in Amos 3-67?

10. What are some examples of the urgent calls to repentance that Yates notes in
Amos 3-6?

Quiz Answer Key

1. Amos highlights greed, materialism, and oppression of the poor and needy. These
sins were particularly egregious because Israel was God's chosen people, bound
by covenant to uphold justice and righteousness.

2. It means that those with wealth and power were exploiting and taking advantage
of the poor, even to the point of selling them into slavery for minimal gain. This
highlights the devaluation of human life and dignity.



3. The prosperity under Jeroboam Il led to land consolidation by the monarchy,
economic policies favoring cash crops over subsistence farming, and the misuse
of debt slavery laws, all disproportionately affecting the poor.

4. Wealthy landowners were exploiting debt to seize land from subsistence farmers.
While seemingly following the letter of the law, they violated its intent of
protecting families' inheritance and economic stability.

5. The phrase serves as a call to listen and respond to God's prophetic word. It is a
reminder that judgment can be avoided through genuine repentance and
obedience.

6. Amos argues that their special status makes them more accountable, not less.
Their privileged position and knowledge of God's law means their violations are
more serious.

7. The rhetorical questions challenge Israel to reflect on the connection between
cause and effect. For example, "Does a lion roar in the forest when he has no

prey?" emphasizes that God's "roar" signifies imminent judgment.

8. It overturns their expectation that the day of the Lord would be a time of victory
and deliverance. Instead, it will be a day of judgment against Israel due to their
sins.

9. A covenant curse is a punishment or consequence for breaking the covenant with
God, as outlined in Deuteronomy 28. God is inflicting these curses on Israel for
their failure to uphold the covenant.

10.Amos urges them to "Seek me and live," to hate evil and love good, and to
establish justice. He emphasizes that true worship involves social justice and
righteousness.

Essay Questions

1. Explore the relationship between wealth, prosperity, and social justice in Amos 3-
6. How does Amos portray the impact of economic policies on the poor and
vulnerable in Israelite society?

2. Analyze Amos's use of imagery and metaphor in chapters 3-6 to convey the
severity and imminence of God's judgment. Consider specific examples such as
the roaring lion, the cows of Bashan, and death climbing through the window.



3. Discuss the theological significance of Amos's message that Israel's chosen status

does not exempt them from judgment. How does this challenge their
understanding of the covenant and God's justice?

Examine the tension between judgment and hope in Amos 3-6. While
emphasizing the impending destruction, what calls to repentance and promises of
restoration does Amos offer?

Compare and contrast the perspectives of Amos with those of the people of Israel
regarding the "day of the Lord." How does Amos subvert their expectations, and
what does this reveal about their spiritual condition?

Glossary of Key Terms

Amorite: A powerful Canaanite group that inhabited the land of Canaan before
the Israelites. God's destruction of them was a demonstration of his power and
favor towards Israel.

Assyrians: A powerful empire that rose to prominence in the ancient Near East
and threatened Israel and Judah in the 8th century BC. They are often seen as the
instrument of God's judgment.

Cash Crops: Crops grown for sale rather than for consumption by the farmer or
their family. The focus on cash crops in Israel during Amos's time led to economic
disparity.

Chosen People: The Israelites, whom God selected to be his special people
through the covenant with Abraham and Moses. This status came with
responsibilities and accountability.

Covenant: A binding agreement between God and his people. The Mosaic
Covenant outlined the terms of their relationship, including blessings for
obedience and curses for disobedience.

Covenant Curse: Negative consequences for disobeying God, such as famine,
disease, and military defeat.

Day of the Lord: A future time when God will intervene in history to judge the
wicked and vindicate the righteous. Amos warns that for Israel, it will be a day of
judgment, not salvation.



Debt Slavery: A practice in which a person could become a slave to pay off a debt.
Israelite law provided regulations for debt slavery, but these were often abused.

Exodus: The event in which God delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, a
foundational event in their history and a symbol of God's redemption.

Hesed: Hebrew term referring to the loving kindness and covenant faithfulness of
God.

Jeroboam Il: King of Israel during whose reign the Northern Kingdom reached a
height of power and prosperity, but also social injustice.

Mosaic Law: The law given to Moses on Mount Sinai, containing the
commandments and statutes that governed the Israelites' relationship with God
and with each other.

Nazarite: A person consecrated to God who took a vow to abstain from wine, cut
their hair, and avoid contact with dead bodies. They served as a reminder of
separation to God.

Oppression: The unjust treatment or control of a person or group. Amos
condemns the oppression of the poor and needy in Israel.

Prophet: A messenger of God who speaks his word to the people, often calling
them to repentance and warning of impending judgment.

Repentance: Turning away from sin and back to God, with a change of heart and
behavior.

Rhetorical Question: A question asked for effect rather than to elicit an answer.
Amos uses them to engage his audience and emphasize his message.

Social Justice: Fairness and equity in society, particularly in the distribution of
resources and opportunities. Amos advocates for social justice on behalf of the
poor and vulnerable.
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5. FAQs on Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 9, Amos 3-6 —
Judgment of Israel and Call to Repentance,
Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Here is an 8-question FAQ based on the provided text, formatted in Markdown:

1. What is the primary focus of Amos's messages in chapters 3-6, and how does it
connect to chapters 1-2?

Amos 3-6 elaborates on the judgment of Israel, following up on the earlier
pronouncements of judgment against surrounding nations (Syria-Palestine) in chapters
1-2. The "punchline" is that God's judgment will fall on Israel, not just pagan nations. A
major theme is that being God's chosen people does not exempt them from
accountability; in fact, it increases their responsibility.

2. What are some of the sins of Israel that Amos highlights, and what is the root cause
of these sins?

Amos condemns Israel's greed, materialism, and oppression of the poor and needy.
Specific examples include selling the righteous for silver, mistreating the poor in court,
seizing properties, father and son sleeping with the same woman, and taking advantage
of the poor through debt. The root cause is placing wealth and possessions above God,
leading to a desperate pursuit of things that cannot satisfy. This leads to violence and a
disregard for God's law.

3. How did the economic policies and prosperity during the reign of Jeroboam I
contribute to the problems Amos addresses?

The prosperity under Jeroboam Il led to economic policies that favored mass production
of export items (grain, olive oil, wine) over local sustenance. Smaller farms were
consolidated into larger estates dedicated to cash crops. This benefited the wealthy
nobility and merchant class but impoverished peasant farmers, leading to debt,
servitude, and a hunger problem. The focus shifted from caring for individual families
and clans to maximizing exports, exacerbating social inequality.

4. How were the laws regarding debt slavery and land ownership being misused, and
what was the intended purpose of these laws?

Wealthy landowners exploited loopholes in the laws concerning debt slavery and the
sale of land to seize property from poorer neighbors. The intent of the laws, as outlined
in Leviticus 25, was to provide a temporary means of repaying debt while ensuring that
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land remained within the family clan as their inheritance from God. The spirit of the law
was ignored, leading to widespread injustice and dispossession.

5. Why does Amos challenge the common belief that Israel’s status as God's chosen
people would protect them from judgment?

Amos argues that Israel's special status makes them more accountable, not less. He
reminds them that God has known them like no other nation and therefore will punish
them for their iniquities (Amos 3:2). He challenges the notion that they are exempt from
the same consequences as other nations, even inviting foreigners to witness the
wickedness within Israel and comparing their actions to those of other nations. This is
repeated and emphasized throughout Amos's message.

6. What is the significance of the rhetorical questions in Amos 3:3-6, and what are they
meant to convey to the people?

The rhetorical questions (e.g., "Do two walk together unless they have agreed to
meet?") are designed to make the people reflect on the cause-and-effect relationship
between God's anger and the impending judgment. Each question points to the logical
connection between an action and its consequence, culminating in the warning that
disaster does not come to a city unless the Lord has done it. These questions are not
accidents, but a warning.

7. What does Amos mean when he describes the coming judgment as "the day of the
Lord," and how does this contrast with the people's expectations?

The people believed the "day of the Lord" would be a time when God would destroy
their enemies and deliver Israel. Amos turns this expectation upside down, declaring
that for Israel, the day of the Lord will be a time of darkness and judgment against them
because they have become God's enemy. It is the day that God turns against them. He
no longer wears the uniform of the Israelites.

8. Despite the dire warnings of judgment, what call does Amos extend to the people,
and what actions does he urge them to take?

Amos calls the people to repentance, urging them to "seek the Lord and live" (Amos
5:6). He tells them to stop relying on empty religious rituals and instead "seek good, and
not evil" (Amos 5:14), "hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate." He calls
them to let "justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream"
(Amos 5:24). The prophet emphasizes that genuine change in lifestyle and a return to
God are the only ways to avert the impending disaster.



