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1. Abstract of Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 7, Amos —
Religious Sins, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Gary Yates' lecture focuses on the religious sins of Israel as portrayed in the Book
of Amos. He emphasizes that the Israelites had developed a defective understanding of
both worship and God, leading to insincere religious practices. Yates argues that their
worship was corrupted by innovations, idolatry, and syncretism, but mainly by a
disconnect between their rituals and daily lives. He points out that God, as depicted by
Amos, is not to be manipulated through religious acts; instead, He demands justice,
kindness, and a genuine relationship. Yates highlights the book's use of metaphors, like
God as a roaring lion and a thundering storm, to convey the power and holiness of
God. He emphasizes that Amos calls people back to right relationship with God that is
both reverent and reflective of their daily lives.

2. 20 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 7 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Major Prophets = Book of the
Twelve [Minor Prophets].

G

Yates Book12 Sessi
onO/ _mp3



3. Briefing Document: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 7,
Amos — Religious Sins

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from Dr. Gary
Yates's lecture on Amos and the religious sins of Israel:

Briefing Document: Dr. Gary Yates on Amos and Religious Sins

Main Themes:

Religious Sins as a Primary Concern in Amos: Dr. Yates emphasizes that Amos
focuses on Israel's religious sins, specifically a false understanding of worship and
a defective understanding of God. These sins are interwoven with the social
injustices prevalent at the time.

Quote: "Amos is going to confront the fact that they have a false understanding of
what worship involves, and they also have a defective understanding of who God
is and what God is like."

Going Through the Motions of Worship: The people of Israel were actively
engaged in religious rituals, but their worship was insincere and displeasing to
God. This is a central problem that Amos addresses.

Quote: "The people of Israel at this stage in their history have become people
who are going through the motions of worship."

Amos 5:21-24 is a key passage illustrating God's rejection of their feasts, offerings,
and music because of the lack of genuine devotion.

Corruption of Worship: The lecture highlights specific historical reasons for the
corruption of Israelite worship:

Jeroboam I's Innovations: Jeroboam established his own system of worship to
maintain loyalty in the northern kingdom, including establishing sanctuaries at
Dan and Bethel (violating Deuteronomy 12), instituting a golden calf as an image
of God, and appointing non-Levite priests. These actions directly disobeyed God's
instructions.

Quote: "Jeroboam, in a sense, becomes like Aaron, who created the golden calf in
Exodus 32."



Idolatry of Ahab and Jezebel: Jezebel promoted Baal worship as the state
religion, leading to a syncretistic mix of Yahweh worship and Baal worship,
including pagan fertility rites.

Quote: "1 Kings chapter 16 is going to say that Ahab was the worst king that Israel
ever had. He did more evil than any of the other kings because he advanced
apostasy and he advanced the worship of Baal."

Insincerity and Hypocrisy: The core issue in Amos is the disconnect between the
people's religious practices and their daily lives. Their worship was invalidated by
their social injustice, greed, and mistreatment of their neighbors.

Quote: "But the insincerity of worship that he's dealing with here is that they are
not living the kind of life as they live their lives, as they do their business
practices, as they treat their neighbors. They are not living the kind of life that is
consistent with the confession and the observances and the rites and their claims
to be the people of Yahweh who love Him."

Emphasis on Ethical Living: God desires justice, kindness, and humility, not just
ritualistic observance. Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Micah emphasize that ethical
behavior and social justice are integral to genuine worship.

Quote (referencing Micah 6:8): "The primary thing he has told you, old man, is
what is good, what the Lord requires of you to do justice, to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God."

Rejection of Ritualism Without Righteousness: The prophets weren't rejecting
rituals themselves but were condemning the idea that rituals alone could satisfy
God without a corresponding lifestyle of righteousness and justice.

Quote: "The prophets realized the value and the importance of the rituals...But
what the prophets object to is that ritual without lifestyle is something that is not
pleasing to God."

Defective View of God: Amos aims to correct the people's flawed understanding
of God, who they saw as someone who could be manipulated through rituals.

Quote: "And so, to correct this defective view of God and to give a warning to

these people who were going through the motions of worship, who thought that
their religious sacrifices and their worship at places like Bethel and Gilgal were all
that they were needed, Amos doesn't just need to change their understanding of



worship. Amos ultimately needs to change and needs to revise their
understanding of God."

God as a Roaring Lion and Thundering Storm: Amos uses powerful imagery to
portray God as a force to be reckoned with — a roaring lion and a thundering
storm — to shock the people out of their complacency.

Quote: "If they believe that they can enjoy their wealth and ignore God and
simply pretend as if God is there as their talisman to bless them, if they can go
through the motions of worship and bring their offerings and sacrifices and think
that God will be pleased with that, they need to see God as a roaring lion and a
thundering storm."

Important Ideas/Facts:

Holistic Ministry: Dr. Yates highlights the importance of both preaching the gospel
and attending to the physical and social needs of others. George Whitefield is
given as an example of this.

Jeroboam's Sins: Specific acts that led to God's judgment on the northern
kingdom, including setting up alternate worship sites, using a golden calf as a
representation of God, and appointing non-Levitical priests.

Syncretism: The blending of Yahweh worship with Baal worship and pagan
practices.

Prophetic Sarcasm: Amos uses sarcasm to highlight the futility of the people's
religious practices when their hearts are not right with God (e.g., Amos 4:4-5).

Wordplay: Amos uses wordplay (e.g., the connection between "Gilgal" and "exile"
in Hebrew) to emphasize his message.

The Day of the Lord: The people viewed this as a time of deliverance, but Amos
warns it will be a day of darkness and judgment.

Comparison to Ancient Near Eastern Religions: Unlike other religions of the time,
Israel's covenant with God had a significant ethical dimension.

Relevance to Today: Yates suggests that Amos's message is relevant today,
reminding believers to avoid hypocrisy and to live lives consistent with their faith.



In summary, Dr. Yates' lecture emphasizes the importance of genuine worship, ethical
living, and a proper understanding of God as central themes in the book of Amos. The
lecture provides a historical context for understanding the religious sins of Israel and
highlights the timeless relevance of Amos's message.



4. Study Guide: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 7, Amos —
Religious Sins

Amos: Religious Sins - A Study Guide

l. Quiz

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each.

1.

9.

What are the three major themes Dr. Yates identifies in the book of Amos, and
what is the focus of Session 7?

How does Dr. Yates use George Whitefield as an example, and what is his main
point in using that example?

According to Amos 5:21-24, what is God's attitude toward the worship of the
Israelites, and what specific elements of their worship does He reject?

Why did Jeroboam | establish his own system of worship in the northern kingdom
of Israel? What specific actions did he take?

According to Dr. Yates, what is wrong with the argument that Jeroboam's
placement of the golden calf in both sanctuaries was not a foreign idol?

How did the introduction of Baal worship, particularly through Ahab and Jezebel,
affect the religious practices of the northern kingdom?

According to Dr. Yates, what is the primary reason God hates their worship in
Amos 5, beyond just the syncretistic elements?

How does Dr. Yates use Isaiah and Jeremiah to support the overall theme of
Amos?

What does Micah 6:8 say about what God requires of people?

10. According to Dr. Yates, what two metaphors are the unifying features of the book

of Amos, and what do they imply about the nature of God?

Il. Quiz - Answer Key

1. The three major themes are complacency in wealth, social injustice, and religious

sins. Session 7 focuses on the religious sins of eighth-century Israel.



. Whitefield is an example of someone who combined preaching the gospel with
social concern. Yates uses him to illustrate the need for a holistic ministry that
addresses both spiritual and physical needs.

. God hates and despises their feasts and solemn assemblies. He rejects their burnt
offerings, grain offerings, peace offerings, songs, and the melody of their harps.

. Jeroboam established his own system of worship to maintain the loyalty of the
people in the northern kingdom and prevent them from being drawn back to
Jerusalem. He established sanctuaries at Dan and Bethel and placed golden calves
in them.

. Using any type of image to represent the invisible God ultimately detracts from
his glory and opens the way to other types of idolatry. God did not sanction the
use of this golden calf.

. Baal worship introduced pagan fertility rites and the worship of Asherahs, the
female fertility goddesses, into Israelite worship, leading to a syncretistic mix of
Yahweh worship and Baal worship.

. The primary reason is the insincerity of their hearts, as their lifestyles are
inconsistent with their religious practices, claims, confessions, and observances.

. Isaiah and Jeremiah both reinforce the idea that God rejects empty rituals when
they are not accompanied by a lifestyle of justice and obedience. They also
highlight that external acts of worship don't compensate for internal or external
moral failings.

. Micah 6:8 says God requires people to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly
with their God.

10. The unifying metaphors are God as a roaring lion and God as a thundering storm.

These images convey that God is powerful, fearsome, and someone to be taken
seriously, not manipulated or taken for granted.



lll. Essay Questions

Answer the following questions in essay format.

1.

Discuss the relationship between social sins and religious sins as presented in the
lecture. How are they interconnected, and how does this relationship inform our
understanding of Amos's message?

Explain Jeroboam I's religious innovations and their impact on Israelite worship.
How did these innovations violate God's commands and contribute to the
religious sins that Amos addresses?

Analyze the significance of the "roaring lion" and "thundering storm" metaphors
in the book of Amos. How do these images shape our understanding of God's
character and His relationship with Israel?

Compare and contrast the prophets' view of ritual practices with that of the
surrounding ancient Near Eastern cultures. How did the prophets emphasize the
importance of lifestyle and ethical behavior in relation to worship?

Examine the specific ways in which the people of Israel were "going through the
motions of worship" in Amos's time. How did their actions reveal a defective
understanding of God, and what consequences did this have for their relationship
with Him?



IV. Glossary of Key Terms

Apostasy: The abandonment or renunciation of a religious or political belief or
principle. In the context of Amos, it refers to the Israelites turning away from the
true worship of Yahweh.

Baal: A Canaanite deity associated with fertility, storms, and agriculture. The
worship of Baal was often syncretized with the worship of Yahweh in the northern
kingdom of Israel.

Bethel: A significant sanctuary in the northern kingdom of Israel, established by
Jeroboam | as an alternative worship site to Jerusalem. It is associated with
Jacob's dream in Genesis and later condemned by Amos for its idolatrous
practices.

Dan: A city in the northernmost part of Israel where Jeroboam | set up one of his
golden calves for worship.

Ethical Monotheism: The belief in one God who demands ethical behavior and
moral righteousness from His followers.

Gilgal: Another sanctuary in the northern kingdom of Israel, condemned by Amos
for its transgression.

Idolatry: The worship of idols or images as representations of God or other
deities. In the context of Amos, it refers to the creation and worship of the golden
calves and other pagan images.

Jeroboam I: The first king of the northern kingdom of Israel, who established his
own religious system with sanctuaries at Dan and Bethel, and the golden calf,
leading the people into sin.

Syncretism: The blending or merging of different religious or cultural beliefs and
practices. In the context of Amos, it refers to the mixing of Yahweh worship with
Baal worship and other pagan elements.

Torah: The first five books of the Hebrew Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy), containing the law and teachings of God.
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5. FAQs on Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 7, Amos —
Religious Sins, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on the Book of Amos and Religious Sins

What are the major themes in the book of Amos that Dr. Yates highlights?

Dr. Yates emphasizes three major themes in the book of Amos: the complacency
of the wealthy, the social sins of oppression and injustice towards the poor, and
the religious sins of the people of Israel. The religious sins are marked by a
superficial understanding of worship and a defective understanding of God's
nature, which are intertwined with the social injustices they commit.

How does Dr. Yates connect the preaching of the gospel with social concern, and
what historical figure does he cite as an example?

Dr. Yates believes that the church's mission involves both preaching the gospel
and loving one's neighbor, advocating for a holistic ministry. He cites George
Whitefield as an example, who was passionate about sharing the gospel and
actively raised money for orphans, illustrating the integration of spiritual and
social care.

What does Amos say about the worship practices of the Israelites, and why
does God reject their worship?

Amos confronts the people of Israel for going through the motions of worship
without genuine sincerity or ethical living. God rejects their feasts, solemn
assemblies, offerings, and music because their lifestyles do not align with their
religious practices. They neglect justice and righteousness while adhering to
rituals.

What religious innovations did Jeroboam | introduce, and how did these
innovations corrupt Israelite worship?

Jeroboam | introduced several religious innovations, including establishing two
separate places of worship at Dan and Bethel, placing golden calves in these
sanctuaries as images of God, appointing non-Levite priests, and establishing holy
days not sanctioned by God. These actions violated God's commands and
corrupted worship.
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How did the influence of Ahab and Jezebel contribute to the religious sins of
Israel during the time of Amos?

Ahab and Jezebel promoted Baal worship as the official state religion, introducing
pagan fertility rites and the worship of Asherahs. While Elijah, Elisha, and King
Jehu attempted to purge Baal worship, it remained a part of Israelite worship and,
by the time of Amos, had become syncretized with Yahweh worship.

What specific criticisms does Amos level against the people's religious practices
in Amos 5:21-24, and what does God demand instead?

Amos 5:21-24 is critical of the insincerity of the people’s worship. God states that
he hates their feasts and assemblies, and won't listen to their songs. Instead of
empty rituals, God demands that "justice roll down like waters and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream," highlighting the importance of ethical living and
justice.

According to the text, what is the key difference between Israel's understanding
of worship and that of the surrounding ancient Near Eastern cultures?

In the ancient Near East, religious obligations were primarily about performing
cultic rituals and keeping the gods happy with offerings. In contrast, Israel's
covenant with Yahweh emphasized ethical dimensions, requiring justice,
kindness, and humility. Israel's God wasn't pleased with ritual alone, but with a
lifestyle of righteousness.

How does Amos portray God, and what metaphors does he use to convey the
nature and power of God?

Amos portrays God as a "roaring lion" and a "thundering storm" to emphasize
God's power, justice, and the impending judgment on Israel. These metaphors are
used to counter the people's complacency and remind them that God is not to be
taken for granted or manipulated through rituals, but rather taken seriously as
someone to whom they are accountable.



