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1. Abstract of Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 6, Amos —
Social Sins, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Gary Yates' lecture on Amos focuses on the social sins of the Israelites, particularly
their complacency in wealth and failure to practice justice. Yates portrays God as a
roaring lion, warning of impending judgment due to the people's disobedience and
materialism. The lecture highlights how the Israelites prioritized wealth over their
covenant with God and mistreated the poor. Yates draws parallels between the
Israelites' society and contemporary culture, urging listeners to examine their own
hearts. He emphasizes the importance of caring for the poor, and draws the reader's
attention to Old Testament and New Testament verses which make this point, while
reminding the listener that wealth should not become an obstacle in one's relationship
with God. Yates concludes by highlighting that the prophets' message remains relevant
for today.

2. 13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 6 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Major Prophets = Book of the
Twelve [Minor Prophets].
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3. Briefing Document: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 6,
Amos - Social Sins

Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
the provided excerpt of Dr. Gary Yates' lecture on Amos, Session 6, "Social Sins":

Briefing Document: Dr. Gary Yates on Amos - Social Sins

Source: Excerpts from "Yates MP_EN_Session_06.pdf"

Main Themes:

God as a Roaring Lion and Approaching Storm: Amos portrays God as a powerful,
judging force due to Israel's disobedience, unfaithfulness, and apostasy. "The Lord
roars from Zion. He utters his voice from Jerusalem." This imagery is connected to
the historical context of the Assyrian crisis.

Complacency in Wealth: A central theme is Amos's warning against the dangers
of wealth and materialism. Israel, blessed with prosperity under Jeroboam II,
became complacent and forgot God. Their wealth became their source of
security, overshadowing their covenant responsibilities to love God and their
neighbor.

Injustice Toward the Poor and Needy: Amos strongly condemns the Israelites'
failure to practice justice and care for the poor. They were taking advantage of
their poorer neighbors, obsessed with wealth to the point of oppression. The
prophet calls for a return to the values of the Torah, where caring for the
vulnerable was paramount.

Relevance to Contemporary Society: The lecture emphasizes the ongoing
relevance of Amos's message to modern culture, where wealth, materialism, and
injustice remain significant issues. It challenges listeners to examine their own
hearts and the values of their communities in light of Amos's warnings.

Key Ideas and Facts:

Historical Context: Amos's ministry occurred during a time of prosperity in Israel
under Jeroboam I, coinciding with the looming threat of Assyrian invasion.

Three Issues of Concern: Amos focuses on three specific issues: complacency in
wealth, injustice toward the poor, and (implied, but not explicitly elaborated in
the excerpt) apostasy.



Wealth as an Obstacle: While wealth is not inherently evil, it can become a
dangerous obstacle that draws people away from God. "Everything that we have
in life, God gives us to enjoy, but there is a danger in wealth and in materialism
that ultimately draws us away from God when that becomes the focus of our
lives."

"Cows of Bashan": Amos uses the imagery of "cows of Bashan" to sarcastically
address the wealthy women of Samaria who were oppressing the poor and
indulging in their own pleasures. "Hear this, you cows of Bashan... who oppress
the poor, who crush the needy, who say to your husbands, Bring that we may
drink."

Woe Oracles: Amos uses "woe oracles" to announce the impending death and
judgment of those living in ease and ignoring the needs of others. "Woe to those
who are at ease in Zion and to those who feel secure on the mountain of
Samaria."

Mirzah Festivals: The reference to "mirzah" festivals suggests that the Israelites'
revelry was not just extravagant but also involved pagan worship and immorality.

Justice as More Than Deserts: In the Old Testament, justice is not simply giving
people what they deserve, but also giving people what they need.

Deuteronomy 15 as a Framework: Deuteronomy 15 is presented as a key passage
for understanding God's design for Israelite society, emphasizing the ideal of a
poverty-free community, the reality of ongoing poverty, and the responsibility to
be generous to the poor.

Ethos of the God of Israel vs. Canaanite Gods: The lecture contrasts the ethos of
the God of Israel, who rescues people from slavery and cares for the poor, with
the ethos of Canaanite gods, who are associated with greed, violence, and
immorality.

James's Definition of True Religion: The lecture connects Amos's message to
James's definition of true religion as caring for the poor and living an unstained
life.

Relevance to Evangelical Christianity: The lecture critiques evangelical
Christianity for sometimes losing sight of the importance of caring for the poor.

Isaiah's Similar Message: Isaiah, a contemporary of Amos, delivers a similar
message of judgment against Judah for their greed, materialism, and injustice.



Illustrative Quotes:

"These people have begun to take God for granted. They have imposed upon
God's grace. They have taken God's grace for granted."

"Instead of loving God, they loved their wealth."
"Let justice roll down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream."

"There will be no poor among you... For there will never cease to be poor in the
land. Therefore, | command you, you shall open wide your hand to your brother,
to the needy, and to the poor in your land."

"You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt and that the Lord
your God redeemed you. Therefore, | command you this day."

"True religion and undefiled... is caring for the poor, visiting those that are sick
and in need and living an unstained life in the world."

Conclusion:

Dr. Yates's lecture on Amos provides a compelling analysis of the prophet's message
regarding social sins. He connects the historical context of Amos's ministry to

contemporary issues of wealth, materialism, and injustice, challenging listeners to reflect
on their own values and actions in light of God's call for justice and compassion.



4. Study Guide: Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 6, Amos —
Social Sins

Amos: Social Sins - A Study Guide

Key Themes

Quiz

God as a Roaring Lion and Approaching Storm: Amos presents God as a powerful
force responding to Israel's unfaithfulness.

Complacency in Wealth: Amos warns against the dangers of wealth leading to
neglect of God and others.

Lack of Justice: Amos condemns the Israelites' failure to care for the poor and
needy, contrasting it with God's design for Israelite society.

Judgment and Exile: Amos proclaims that God will punish Israel for their sins
through exile and suffering.

Repentance and Justice: Amos urges the people to repent and return to God by
practicing justice and caring for the vulnerable.

Old Testament Ethics: Dr. Yates emphasizes the connection between Old
Testament ethics and New Testament living and cautions the reader against
ignoring the value of the Old Testament in modern Christianity.

: Short Answer Questions

How does Amos portray God at the beginning of his book, and what does this
imagery suggest about God's disposition towards Israel?

What is the primary concern that Amos addresses regarding the wealthy women
of Samaria (cows of Bashan) in Amos 4:1-3?

In Amos 6:1-7, what specific behaviors of the wealthy are condemned, and what
is the announced consequence?

According to Dr. Yates, what is the danger of wealth and materialism, and how did
this manifest in ancient Israel?

What specific injustices does Amos highlight in Amos 2:6-8 as examples of Israel's
mistreatment of the poor?

What does Amos mean by "seek good and not evil" and "let justice roll down like
water" in chapter 5?



7. How does Dr. Yates differentiate between the typical understanding of justice and

8.

9.

the Old Testament understanding of justice, particularly as it relates to the poor
and needy?

What specific instructions in the Torah (Exodus, Deuteronomy, Leviticus) were
meant to ensure the care of the poor and prevent systemic poverty?

How does Dr. Yates use Deuteronomy 15 to illustrate the ideal vs. the reality of
poverty in Israel, and what is God's command in light of this reality?

10.How does the church in Acts 4-5 fulfill what was talked about in Deuteronomy

15?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

Amos portrays God as a roaring lion from Zion and an approaching storm from
Jerusalem. This imagery suggests that God is angry and about to bring judgment
upon Israel for their sins and unfaithfulness.

Amos criticizes the wealthy women of Samaria for oppressing the poor and needy
while indulging in their own pleasures. They are only concerned about their own
needs while ignoring the suffering of others.

The wealthy are condemned for their luxurious lifestyles, self-indulgence, and
indifference to the suffering of others. The consequence is that they will be the
first to go into exile and experience hardship.

The danger of wealth is that it can draw people away from God and lead them to
prioritize material possessions over spiritual values. This manifested in ancient
Israel through greed, selfishness, and neglect of the poor.

Amos highlights injustices such as selling the righteous for silver, trampling on the
heads of the poor, and exploiting vulnerable women. They are taking advantage
of the poor in various ways to line their own pockets.

Amos means they must abandon their lifestyle of taking advantage of the poor
and return to caring for the vulnerable. It also means they must seek the Lord and
revise their behavior toward each other and do what God has called them to do.

Typical understanding of justice involves giving people what they deserve under
the law, while the Old Testament expands this to include giving people what they
need. True justice involves those with more helping those who have less.



8. The Torah instructed Israelites to return pledged cloaks nightly (Exodus 22), not
deny justice to the poor in legal proceedings (Exodus 23), cancel debts every
seven years (Deuteronomy 15), and allow gleaning in fields (Leviticus 19,
Deuteronomy 24).

9. Deuteronomy 15:4 states the ideal, but Deuteronomy 15:11 acknowledges the
reality of persistent poverty, so Deuteronomy states to open your hand to the
poor. God commands generosity as a response to the reality of poverty,
motivated by God's own redemption of Israel from slavery.

10.In Acts 4-5 the church is fulfilling what was talked about in Deuteronomy 15
because the early church shared everything in common. The church is a model of
what God designed Israel to be from the very beginning.

Essay Questions

1. Discuss the socio-economic conditions in Israel during the time of Amos, and
analyze how these conditions contributed to the social sins that Amos condemns.

2. Compare and contrast Amos's message regarding wealth and justice with similar
themes found in other prophetic books of the Old Testament (e.g., Isaiah, Micah).

3. Explore the concept of "justice" in the Old Testament, as presented by Dr. Yates,
and discuss how it differs from common understandings of justice today.

4. Analyze the significance of Deuteronomy 15 in understanding God's design for
Israelite society and its implications for contemporary Christian ethics.

5. Evaluate the relevance of Amos's message to contemporary society, particularly in
relation to issues of wealth inequality, social justice, and the role of faith in
addressing these issues.

Glossary of Key Terms

e Apostasy: The abandonment or renunciation of a religious or political belief.

e Assyrian Crisis: The period of threat and eventual invasion by the Assyrian Empire
in the 8th century BCE.

e Bashan: A fertile region in ancient Israel known for its livestock.

o Complacency: A feeling of smug or uncritical satisfaction with oneself or one's
achievements.



Covenant: An agreement or promise, especially between God and his people.

Deuteronomy 15: A chapter in Deuteronomy outlining laws and principles related
to the treatment of the poor, debt relief, and generosity.

Ethos: The characteristic spirit of a culture, era, or community as manifested in its
beliefs and aspirations.

Exile: The state of being barred from one's native country, typically for political or
punitive reasons.

Gleaning: Gathering leftover crops after a harvest, traditionally allowed for the
poor and needy.

Greed: Intense and selfish desire for something, especially wealth, power, or
food.

Jeroboam IlI: King of Israel during a period of prosperity in the 8th century BCE.

Justice (Mishpat): In the Old Testament, not only giving people what they deserve
but also ensuring the needs of the poor and vulnerable are met.

Materialism: A tendency to consider material possessions and physical comfort as
more important than spiritual values.

Mirzah Festivals: Pagan feasts involving lavish food, drink, and often sexual
immorality, associated with the worship of other gods.

Mosaic Covenant: The agreement between God and the Israelites mediated by
Moses, including the giving of the Law.

Social Gospel: A Protestant intellectual movement that sought to apply Christian
ethics to social problems, especially issues of social justice such as inequality,
poverty, alcoholism, crime, racial tensions, slums, bad hygiene, child labor,
inadequate labor unions, poor schools, and the danger of war.

Torah: The first five books of the Hebrew Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy).

Uzziah: King of Judah during a period of prosperity in the 8th century BCE,
contemporary with Jeroboam Il of Israel.

Zion: A term often used to refer to Jerusalem, especially as a symbol of the
Davidic kingdom and God's presence.



5. FAQs on Yates, Book of the Twelve, Session 6, Amos — Social
Sins, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Amos: Social Sins - FAQ

1. What is the foundational image of God presented in the Book of Amos, and how
does it relate to the historical context?

Amos portrays God as a roaring lion and an approaching storm. This imagery is
significant considering the looming Assyrian crisis. It underscores that God's people have
become complacent and take His blessings for granted and God is now sending a
warning of impending judgment due to their disobedience and unfaithfulness.

2. According to Amos, what are the primary issues or sins that God is concerned with
in the Northern Kingdom of Israel?

Amos focuses on three main issues: the complacency of the people in their wealth, their
failure to practice justice towards the poor and needy, and religious hypocrisy where
outward religious practices do not reflect inward transformation or righteous behavior.

3. How does Amos specifically address the wealthy women of Samaria, and what does
this reveal about the social issues of the time?

Amos sarcastically addresses the wealthy women as "cows of Bashan," highlighting their
indifference to the poor and their obsession with personal indulgence. This reveals a
society where prosperity led to oppression and a disregard for the needs of others. They
lived in luxury while ignoring or even exploiting the less fortunate.

4. What is the meaning of the "woe oracles" in Amos, and how do they relate to the
concept of God's judgment?

"Woe oracles" are announcements of impending death or destruction, serving as a
lament for those who ignore God's warnings. They emphasize that God's judgment is not
arbitrary but a fitting consequence for ignoring God and living in self-indulgence while
neglecting the needs of others. The judgment fits the crime, like exile for those who
luxuriated at the expense of the vulnerable.
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5. How does the Book of Amos portray the connection between wealth, materialism,
and paganism?

Amos suggests that wealth and materialism can lead to paganism. The pursuit of wealth
and pleasure becomes the primary focus, drawing people away from God and towards
the values and practices of surrounding pagan cultures, including idolatrous worship and
immoral behavior. This is exemplified by the "mirzah festivals" that involved the worship
of pagan gods with lavish amounts of food, drink, and immoral behavior.

6. How does Amos use the historical context of Israel's prosperity to critique their lack
of justice towards the poor and needy?

Amos contrasts Israel's prosperity under Jeroboam Il with their failure to uphold God's
covenant to care for the vulnerable. Instead of gratitude and generosity, wealth led to
greed and exploitation. They were selling the righteous for silver, trampling on the heads
of the poor, and taking advantage of those in need.

7. How does Amos connect the concept of repentance with social justice, and what
does this imply about the true meaning of seeking God?

Amos emphasizes that true repentance involves a change in behavior, particularly
towards the poor and needy. Seeking God means abandoning the lifestyle of taking
advantage of others and returning to God's design for a society where justice and
righteousness prevail. It's not just about praying and confessing sins but actively working
to establish justice in the community.

8. How can the teachings of Amos, particularly regarding wealth and social justice, be
applied to contemporary Christian life and society?

The teachings of Amos serve as a reminder to examine our own hearts and communities
regarding complacency with wealth and disregard for the poor. We should reflect the
character of God, who cares for the vulnerable, and strive to address the physical needs
of others. It is a reminder that caring for the poor is not secondary to our mission but
goes hand-in-hand with preaching the gospel, informing our ethics, values, and priorities
as Christians.



