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1. Abstract of Wilson, Prophets, Session 30, Isaiah 9, Messianic
Themes, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Marv Wilson's "Prophets, Session 30" focuses on Isaiah 9 and its Messianic
themes. The session examines the historical context of Galilee and its connection to
Jesus's ministry. Wilson highlights the prophecy's fulfillment in Matthew's Gospel,
particularly concerning Zebulun and Naphtali. He analyzes Isaiah's description of the
Messiah as a light to the nations and discusses the meaning of the Messiah's titles:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. The lecture
explores the future reign of the Messiah and its implications for peace and the defeat
of evil, drawing connections to the book of Revelation. Wilson's instruction includes
historical and cultural context, along with analysis of biblical texts.

2. 19 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Wilson, Prophets, Session 30 — Double click icon to play in
Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel]
Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament 2>
Major Prophets = Prophetic Literature).

Wilson_Prophets_S
ession30.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Wilson, Prophets, Session 30, Isaiah 9,
Messianic Themes

Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
the provided excerpt of Dr. Marv Wilson's lecture on Isaiah 9:

Briefing Document: Dr. Marv Wilson on Isaiah 9 - Messianic Themes
Overview:

This lecture by Dr. Marv Wilson delves into the messianic themes present in Isaiah 9:1-7,
highlighting the prophet’s significance as “the gospel of Isaiah” due to its numerous
pronouncements of the coming Messiah. Wilson emphasizes the historical context of the
passage, specifically the region of Galilee and its association with both suffering and
future hope, drawing connections between the Old Testament prophecies and their
fulfillment in Jesus Christ. The lecture also unpacks the four titles/names given to the
Messiah in the passage, emphasizing their meaning and significance.

Key Themes & Ideas:
1. The Galilee: From Gloom to Glory:

« Historical Context: Dr. Wilson notes that the Galilee region (Zebulun and
Naphtali) was a historically troubled area, susceptible to idolatry and pagan
influence due to its proximity to other nations. He references the battle between
the Seleucids and Ptolemies at Banias, near Dan, noting that this area was ideal
for pagan worship. He also references the invasion of Tiglath-Pileser Il (2 Kings
15:29) and the subsequent deportation of people from the region as evidence of
“gloom” and “distress.”

e Prophecy of Restoration: Isaiah prophesies that despite its past hardships, Galilee
will be honored in the future: "Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for
those who are in distress. In the past, he humbled the land of Zebulun and the
land of Naphtali, but in the future, he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles by way of
the sea along the Jordan." This passage refers to the Via Maris (Route 95, in
modern terms) but more specifically to the region around Kinneret, also known as
Galilee.



. Fulfililment in Jesus:

Matthew’s Connection: Dr. Wilson highlights how the Gospel of Matthew (4:12-
16) directly connects Isaiah 9:1-2 with Jesus’s ministry in Galilee: "Land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali, the way to the sea along the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles, the people living in darkness have seen a great light, those living in the
land of the shadow of death; the light has dawned." Jesus's move to Capernaum,
a city in Naphtali, is presented as a deliberate fulfillment of this prophecy.

Jesus as the "Great Light": Jesus's ministry is portrayed as the dawning of light in
a region that was once in darkness, signifying the coming of the gospel. This
concept is tied to other passages in Isaiah (42:6 and 49:6) that speak of God's
servant as a "light to the nations."

Quoting Isaiah 42.6, "a light to the nations, God's servant, to open the eyes of
those that are blind, to free captives from prison, to release from the dungeon
those who sit in darkness.”

Quoting Isaiah 49.6, "I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may
bring my salvation to the ends of the earth."

. Messianic Kingdom and Enlargement of God's People:

Enlargement of the Nation: The lecture connects the messianic age with the
expansion of God's people, including both Jewish believers and Gentiles,
referencing the olive tree analogy. This is rooted in God's promise to Abraham
that he would be a "great nation.”

Joy and Harvest: The passage notes the joy that will accompany the coming of
the Messiah, likening it to the joy at harvest time.

Defeat of Oppressors: The coming of the Messiah is further linked to the defeat
of oppression, drawing a parallel to the victory of Gideon over the Midianites. Dr.
Wilson uses this as a prelude to the Messianic names/titles, showing how the
Messiah will come as a "champion" like Gideon.

Quoting the text in Isaiah: "For as in the day of Midian's defeat you have
shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of
their oppressor.”

. Transition to Peace:



End of War: The passage also signifies the end of warfare, symbolized by the
burning of weapons and bloody garments, referencing the earlier Isaiah 2
prophecy about turning swords into plowshares. This peace is associated with the
Messianic rule and is not present in his first coming, but hinted at for a future
rule.

. The Four Names/Titles of the Messiah (Isaiah 9:6)
"Wonderful Counselor":

Dr. Wilson states, "The expression here is literally Wonder of a Counselor. That is,
somebody wonderful in counsel."

The word "pele" is used in reference to God's miraculous acts, suggesting that this
figure's counsel is supernatural. This title emphasizes his extraordinary wisdom
and insightful guidance.

"Mighty God" (El Gibor):This title is interpreted as a divine title. Wilson notes:
"The more traditional understanding of this is that it is a divine title for the
Messiah, who in the Christian tradition obviously is divine; El is used for God; it's a
shortened form of God"

Gibor means "mighty one," "champion", "hero" which connects to the earlier
idea of the Messiah as a warrior. This title emphasizes his power and victory over

enemies.
"Everlasting Father":It's translated literally as "Father of Eternity."

This does not suggest a literal parental relationship but instead refers to the
Messiah's enduring nature. He explains, "The Messiah, indeed, is eternal in his
being. If we link this to the prologue to John's gospel, he is the eternal law
gospel."

"Prince of Peace":

This is related to the Hebrew word "Shalom" which means "wholeness,
perfection, harmony, friendship, and soundness of condition." It embodies
complete harmony and restoration in all relationships.

Dr. Wilson notes, "when the Messiah comes, everything that's out of whack is
going to be mended."



The "Prophetic Perfect":

Dr. Wilson explains that the Hebrew text in verse 6 uses the perfect tense ("For
unto us a child has been born") to denote an event that is future to Isaiah but
seen as already accomplished in the prophet's mind, known as the "prophetic
perfect."

The Zeal of the Lord:

The lecture concludes by emphasizing that the fulfillment of these prophecies,
both in Jesus's first coming and future reign, will be accomplished by the “zeal of
the Lord Almighty."

The lecture points out this same theme is found in Luke's Gospel account of
Gabriel’s announcement to Mary of the coming Messiah and his everlasting reign,
tying the themes of Isaiah to the life of Jesus.

Implications and Connections:

The lecture highlights the interplay between historical context and prophetic
interpretation, showing how the prophecies of Isaiah were seen as fulfilled in the
life and ministry of Jesus.

It underscores the importance of the messianic theme in Isaiah, portraying it as a
source of hope and salvation.

The discussion of the Messiah's names/titles emphasizes his multifaceted
character as both a divine ruler and a champion warrior who brings about peace
and restoration.

The lecture integrates Old Testament prophecies with New Testament accounts,
emphasizing the unity and consistency of God's plan throughout history.

Concluding Thoughts:

Dr. Wilson's analysis provides a comprehensive overview of the messianic themes
present in Isaiah 9, offering both a historical perspective and a theological interpretation

of the passage. His emphasis on the fulfillment of prophecy in Jesus Christ makes a clear
argument for the relevance of the Old Testament for Christian belief. The lecture also
highlights the already/not-yet tension associated with the Messianic reign, linking the
birth of Jesus to a future, more complete, establishment of God's kingdom.



4. Study Guide: Wilson, Prophets, Session 30, Isaiah 9,
Messianic Themes

Isaiah 9: Messianic Themes Study Guide

Quiz

Instructions: Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each.

1.

9.

According to the lecture, why is Isaiah considered the most messianic of all the
prophets?

What is significant about the location of Galilee in the context of Isaiah 9?
How did Tiglath-Pileser Il impact the region of Galilee during the time of Isaiah?
How does Matthew's Gospel connect Isaiah 9 to Jesus' ministry in Galilee?

What does the phrase "light to the nations" mean, and how does it relate to
Jesus?

What event in the Old Testament does the lecture use to illustrate God's ability to
defeat His enemies, and how is that event similar to the coming of the Messiah?

What does the lecture suggest about the significance of the Messiah's rule?

What does the term "prophetic perfect" mean, and how does it apply to Isaiah
9:6?

According to the lecture, what are the four titles of the Messiah in Isaiah 9:6?

10. What is the significance of the phrase "the zeal of the Lord Almighty will

accomplish this" in Isaiah 9:77?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

Isaiah is considered the most messianic of the prophets because his prophecies
announce God's good news through the coming of the Messiah. Isaiah's writings
contain many passages that specifically point to the future Messiah and His role.
He is sometimes called the gospel of Isaiah because of this.

Galilee was considered a region of Gentiles in the Old Testament, often open to
idolatrous practices due to its proximity to other nations. However, Isaiah
prophesies that this region, once in "gloom" and "distress," would be honored in
the future.



10.

Tiglath-Pileser lll, the king of Assyria, conquered and deported the people of the
Galilee region, including the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali, during Isaiah's time.
This event resulted in a period of darkness and oppression for the area.

Matthew's Gospel explicitly connects Jesus's move from Nazareth (Zebulun) to
Capernaum (Naphtali) to the fulfillment of Isaiah 9:1-2. He uses these verses to
show how Jesus, the light, came to the area that was formerly in darkness, and
that Jesus had inaugurated the kingdom of heaven.

The phrase "light to the nations" refers to God's servant who will open the eyes of
the blind and free captives. Jesus is seen as the ultimate fulfillment of this
prophecy, bringing salvation not only to Israel but to all peoples.

The lecture references the story of Gideon and the defeat of the Midianites to
illustrate God's power to deliver His people from oppression. Just as God
miraculously helped Gideon overcome the Midianites, the Messiah will bring an
end to oppression.

The lecture suggests that the Messiah's rule will bring universal peace, justice,
and righteousness. It will establish a reign where the accouterments of war are
destroyed, and the world will experience wholeness and harmony.

The "prophetic perfect" refers to the use of the perfect tense in Hebrew to
describe a future event as though it has already happened. Isaiah views the birth
of the Messiah as a fait accompli, even though it is still in the future.

The four titles of the Messiah in Isaiah 9:6 are: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. These titles reveal aspects of the
Messiah's divine nature and his role as a leader who brings peace.

The phrase, "the zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this," emphasizes that
the fulfillment of these prophecies is not through human effort, but through
God's power and unwavering commitment. It is a statement of faith in God's plan
for the Messiah.



Essay Questions

1.

Explore the historical and geographical context of Isaiah 9, and discuss how this
context impacts our understanding of the messianic prophecy contained within.

Analyze the four messianic titles in Isaiah 9:6, explaining their significance in
understanding the nature and role of the Messiah.

Compare and contrast the themes of oppression and liberation in Isaiah 9, and
how these themes relate to both the historical context and the future messianic
age.

Discuss the concept of the "light to the nations" as presented in Isaiah and how it
is fulfilled in the life and ministry of Jesus, according to the lecture.

Examine the relationship between the Old Testament concept of divine warfare
and the messianic figure in Isaiah 9, and how this theme contributes to the
broader message of salvation and peace.



Glossary of Key Terms

Messianic: Relating to the Messiah, the promised deliverer of Israel.

Galilee: A region in northern Israel, known for its mixed population in the Old
Testament and its significance in Jesus' ministry in the New Testament.

Tiglath-Pileser lll: The Assyrian king who conquered parts of northern Israel and
instituted a policy of deportation.

Via Maris: A major ancient trade route along the Mediterranean coast,
sometimes referenced in the Bible.

Capernaum: A city on the Sea of Galilee that served as a center for Jesus' ministry
and the home of several of his disciples.

Prophetic Perfect: The use of the perfect tense in Hebrew to describe a future
event as if it has already happened, emphasizing its certainty.

Eved Yahweh: A Hebrew phrase meaning "servant of the Lord," often used to
describe the Messiah.

Shalom: A Hebrew word meaning peace, wholeness, completeness, and
soundness of condition.

Har Megiddo: A historic place in Israel known for battles, used symbolically in the
Book of Revelation to represent the final battle between good and evil.

Armageddon: A term derived from Har Megiddo in Revelation, symbolizing the
final battle between good and evil.

Inaugurated Eschatology: The concept that some aspects of the end times have
already begun (e.g., the ministry of Jesus), while others are yet to be fulfilled.

Laor Goyim: A Hebrew phrase meaning "light to the nations."
El Gibor: A Hebrew phrase meaning "Mighty God."
Sar-Shalom: A Hebrew phrase meaning "Prince of Peace."

Shophet: A Hebrew word referring to a judge or a military hero who led Israel in
times of crisis.
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5. FAQs on Wilson, Prophets, Session 30, Isaiah 9, Messianic
Themes, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Why is Isaiah considered the most messianic of all the prophets? Isaiah is often
referred to as the "gospel of Isaiah" because he announces God's good news through
the coming of the Messiah. This is particularly evident in passages like Isaiah 9, which is
heavily focused on messianic themes.

What is the significance of the Galilee region in Isaiah 9? The Galilee region,
specifically the lands of Zebulun and Naphtali, was historically an area of gloom
and distress, particularly due to Assyrian invasions and deportations. However,
Isaiah prophesizes that this region would be honored in the future, becoming a
place of great light. This is fulfilled, in part, through Jesus' ministry, which was
centered in Galilee. The region was also considered a place where Gentile
influence was strong, making the message of salvation being offered to all the
more significant.

How does the New Testament connect Jesus to the prophecy in Isaiah 9?
Matthew's Gospel makes a direct connection between Isaiah 9 and Jesus's
ministry. Matthew 4 states that when Jesus left Nazareth and went to Capernaum
in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, it fulfilled the prophecy that a great light
would dawn in that area. Jesus's teachings and miracles in this region are
presented as the fulfillment of this prophecy.

What does it mean for Jesus to be a "light to the nations" as prophesied in
Isaiah? The idea of a "light to the nations" is introduced in Isaiah, referencing
God's servant as one who would open the eyes of the blind and free captives.
While Israel was initially meant to be a light, Jesus takes on that role as the
personal embodiment of God's salvation, going beyond the boundaries of Israel
to bring the message of God to all. This expands upon the promise to Abraham
that all nations would be blessed through his lineage.

What is the significance of the defeat of Midian in Isaiah 9? Isaiah uses the
defeat of Midian by Gideon as an analogy for God's future actions. Just as God
delivered Israel from the Midianites, he will similarly deliver his people from
oppression. This is particularly tied to the defeat of the Assyrian army in 701. This
defeat is also a foreshadowing of the ultimate victory that will come through the
Messiah, who will overthrow all opposing forces and establish peace.



11

How does Isaiah's description of the Messiah connect to concepts of war and
peace? Isaiah describes the Messiah in the context of both warfare and peace. He
emphasizes that war will cease. This peace will be achieved by the Messiah's
overcoming of enemies. The Messiah's rule will be marked by righteousness and
justice, and this includes both triumph over evil as well as the establishment of an
era of wholeness, harmony, and complete well-being.

What are the four titles given to the Messiah in Isaiah 9, and what do they
mean? Isaiah gives the Messiah four titles: * Wonderful Counselor: This indicates
that the Messiah will be a source of supernatural wisdom and counsel beyond the
ordinary. The word “wonderful” refers to something miraculous. * Mighty God:
(El Gibor) This title emphasizes the Messiah's divine nature and power as a hero
and military champion. He is not only "mighty," but the mighty one of God. *
Everlasting Father: This title highlights the Messiah's enduring and eternal nature,
as well as his role as protector and provider. He is associated with the fatherly
attributes of mercy, just as God is the Father of mercies. * Prince of Peace: This
title underscores the Messiah's role in establishing wholeness, harmony, and
soundness of condition, internally and externally. It emphasizes the complete
perfection and tranquility that the Messiah will bring to the world.

What is the significance of the phrase "the zeal of the Lord will accomplish this"
in Isaiah 9? This phrase at the end of verse 7 emphasizes that the fulfillment of
the Messianic prophecies is not dependent on human effort but is the result of
God’s own passionate commitment and power. It signifies that God is the driving
force behind these events and the ultimate guarantor of their success.



