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1. Abstract of Wilson, Prophets, Session 28, Isaiah, Selected Passages, Part 3, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

Dr. Marv Wilson's session focuses on select passages from Isaiah, emphasizing the prophet's critique of outward religiosity without inner moral integrity. The session explores Isaiah's call for genuine repentance and righteous living, highlighting God's desire for justice, compassion, and care for the vulnerable. Isaiah's vision of forgiveness and transformation is examined using the imagery of scarlet sins becoming white as snow. The lesson continues with an analysis of Isaiah's vision of God's kingdom, where nations will seek spiritual instruction and lasting peace will be established through divine intervention. The session contrasts man-made peace with the ultimate, divinely-brokered peace of God's kingdom, emphasizing its foundation in righteousness and spirituality.
2.  19 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Wilson, Prophets, Session 28 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Major Prophets  Prophetic Literature). 
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Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important ideas from the provided excerpts of Dr. Marv Wilson's lecture on Isaiah:
Briefing Document: Dr. Marv Wilson on Isaiah (Session 28)
Overview:
This lecture, the third part of a series on selected passages from Isaiah, delves into the prophet's message concerning ritual vs. inner piety, the need for repentance and righteous living, and the vision of God's ultimate kingdom. Dr. Wilson emphasizes the practical application of these prophetic themes, connecting them to both the Old Testament and New Testament teachings.
Key Themes & Ideas:
1. The Importance of Inner Piety Over Outward Ritual (Isaiah 1):
· Rejection of Empty Rituals: Isaiah, similar to Micah, critiques the people's reliance on sacrifices and ceremonies without genuine inward devotion. God is not pleased with meaningless rituals (verse 13) that lack genuine spiritual content.
· "What to me are your sacrifices, your burnt offerings, the blood of bulls and goats?… stop bringing these vain offerings."
· Emphasis on Heart Attitude: Dr. Wilson connects this to Jesus' teachings, highlighting the need for inward transformation, with spirituality starting "on the inside and moves out." The Kingdom of God is about submitting to God's reign "in the heart," not just external displays of religion.
· "Hollow" Offerings: The word "vain" as rendered in the NIV translates to "meaningless" with the idea of "emptiness." This reinforces the idea that outward actions without inner sincerity are ineffective.
1. Repentance and the Call to Righteous Living (Isaiah 1):
· The Need for Cleansing: Isaiah calls for spiritual cleansing through imperatives like "wash yourselves; make yourselves clean" (verse 16). These are not just ceremonial, but about inward spiritual cleansing. Dr. Wilson refers to James 4:8: "Cleanse your hands, you sinners. Purify your hearts, you men of double mind."
· Hendiadys and Metaphor: The phrase "wash and make clean" is described as Hendiadys, where two words convey one idea, implying an inward spiritual process. This is compared to other examples like "arise, go to Nineveh" from the book of Jonah.
· Turning Away from Evil and Towards God (Teshuva): Repentance, or teshuva in Hebrew, involves both turning away from sin and turning towards God with genuine remorse. It means a 180 degree turn from sin.
· "Metaphorically, it means to turn away from your sin. Do a 180. Reverse your direction… after you forsake your sin or turn from your evil, it means to turn to the living God with a spirit in your heart that says, I'm sorry enough to quit."
· Positive Imperatives for Righteousness: After addressing negatives, Isaiah gives five positive imperatives, such as "learn to do good", seek justice, correct oppression, defend the fatherless, and plead for the widow (verse 17). These imperatives reflect the character of God.
1. God's Nature and the Treatment of the Vulnerable (Isaiah 1):
· Care for the Oppressed: The prophet emphasizes God's concern for the oppressed, specifically the orphan, the widow, and the stranger. These are the "have-nots" of society.
· God as Father and Protector: Psalm 68:5 is cited, describing God as the "father of the fatherless and protector of widows." Actions against the vulnerable are seen as actions against God.
· Ethical Obligation: As God is just, merciful, and compassionate, so are His people to display those characteristics. There is a direct link between God's attributes and how His people should behave.
· "As He is holy, they are to be holy. As He is a God of justice, they are to be just. As He is merciful and compassionate, so His people are to be merciful and compassionate."
1. God's Invitation to Reason and Forgiveness (Isaiah 1):
· "Come Now, Let Us Reason Together": The famous invitation in verse 18, "Come now, let us reason together," is a turning point after the indictment.
· The Power of Forgiveness: The imagery of sins being like "scarlet" turning "white as snow" or "like wool" highlights the radical transformation and forgiveness that God offers, particularly through the idea of the "tola worm".
· The Tolu-Worm Illustration: The scarlet and crimson dyes are created through processing the tola worm and are “indelible”. This contrast between the indelibility of sin and the cleansing power of God's forgiveness, which is emphasized by contrasting the crimson dye with the whiteness of the snow on Mount Hermon, provides an impactful illustration.
· Analogy as Theology: Wilson points out that the Hebrew Bible often teaches through analogies and figurative language.
1. The Triumph of God's Kingdom (Isaiah 2):
· Last Days and the Messianic Age: The last days began with Christ's coming (Hebrews), and the language in Isaiah 2, parallels Micah 4 and anticipates the Messianic Age.
· Zion as the Highest Mountain: The Temple Mount in Jerusalem will become the highest of mountains, indicating that the God of Israel is the supreme God.
· Conversion of the Nations: All nations will flow towards Mount Zion, seeking spiritual instruction ("the house of the God of Jacob"). This anticipates the conversion of Gentiles.
· Walking in God's Paths: People come to learn God's ways and to walk in His paths. This highlights the need to learn how to live according to God's will. The Old Testament provides a "walk of faith" which is foundational to the Christian faith.
· "But the Old Testament describes this thing as a journey of faith. As a walk of faith, and we need God's teachings, His mitzvot to keep us on the path of life."
· Peace and Disarmament: Ultimately, the kingdom will be characterized by lasting peace, with the transformation of weapons into agricultural tools, symbolizing total disarmament.
· "This kingdom will be a warless society where even the very art of military warfare will be lost. Not an armed peace, but a true God-sent peace."
· The Nature of True Peace: True peace is not man-made but divinely brokered, coming through a kingdom built on righteousness and spirituality.
Practical Implications:
· Spiritual Formation: The study emphasizes the importance of internal transformation and the rejection of empty religious practices.
· Social Justice: Christians are called to actively seek justice for the vulnerable in society, reflecting God's own character.
· Biblical Foundation: The Old Testament provides a crucial foundation for Christian ethics and understanding of God's kingdom.
· Living as Peacemakers: The lecture advocates for pursuing peace, though acknowledging that lasting peace will only come through divine intervention and righteousness.
Conclusion:
Dr. Wilson's lecture effectively unpacks key themes in Isaiah, connecting them to contemporary Christian life. He challenges the audience to move beyond superficial religion to a deeper relationship with God, marked by inner transformation, righteous living, and a concern for justice and the vulnerable. He highlights how Isaiah's prophetic vision of God’s kingdom is still relevant for today.
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Isaiah Study Guide: Selected Passages
Quiz
Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. According to Dr. Wilson, what is the key difference between outward religious practices and true spirituality, and how does this relate to Jesus' teachings?
2. What is the significance of the new moon festivals mentioned by the prophet Isaiah?
3. Explain the concept of "Hendiadys" using an example from the text.
4. What does the Hebrew word "teshuva" mean, and how does it relate to true repentance?
5. What are the two contrasting aspects of doing good that Dr. Wilson discusses?
6. Identify the three groups of people Moses was particularly concerned about, and how does this relate to Isaiah's prophetic message?
7. How does the concept of the "father of the fatherless" and the "protector of widows" connect with God's attributes and the actions of His people?
8. What does the imagery of scarlet sins becoming white as snow represent in Isaiah 1:18, and what role does the tolu-worm play in this metaphor?
9. According to the text, when did the "last days" begin, and what does this have to do with the Messianic age?
10. What does the image of nations "flowing" to the mountain of the Lord in Jerusalem symbolize?
Quiz Answer Key
1. Outward religious practices focus on rituals, ceremonies, and laws, while true spirituality emphasizes the inner attitude and heart. Jesus also prioritized this inner change, teaching that the Kingdom of God begins in the heart and moves outward.
2. The new moon festivals were a monthly observance, similar to the weekly Sabbath, during which no work was done. It was an important festival in ancient Israel that Isaiah mentions as being among the religious practices that have become meaningless to God.
3. Hendiadys is a literary device where two words are used to convey a single idea. An example from the text is the phrase "wash and make clean", which together means a spiritual cleansing.
4. "Teshuva" means to turn away from sin (doing a 180) and then to turn toward the living God with a contrite spirit. It signifies a complete change of direction and allegiance in repentance.
5. The two aspects are whether doing good is innate or if it must be taught, with Dr. Wilson concluding that it is both. Original sin leads us away from doing good, while the Holy Spirit helps us.
6. Moses was particularly concerned with orphans, widows, and strangers, who were often oppressed. This concern is taken up by Isaiah, who emphasizes the need to correct oppression and defend the vulnerable in society.
7. This shows God's concern for the vulnerable in society, which should also be reflected in the actions of His people. Those who oppress the vulnerable are seen as directly doing it to God, as He identifies with the marginalized.
8. The imagery symbolizes the radical cleansing and forgiveness of sin that is available through God. The tolu-worm is used in the illustration of sin as an organic, indelible stain, being overcome by forgiveness, as white as snow.
9. The "last days" began with the coming of Christ, specifically His death, resurrection, and ascension. This inaugurated the Messianic age, which will be culminated at the second coming.
10. This imagery symbolizes a spiritual pilgrimage where all nations come to God in Jerusalem for instruction and guidance. People are drawn to God in a stream like a river, seeking spiritual enlightenment and transformation.


Essay Questions
1. Analyze the parallels between Isaiah's message and the teachings of Jesus, specifically focusing on the critique of empty religious practices and the emphasis on inward transformation.
2. Discuss the concept of repentance as presented in Isaiah and its significance for the individual and the community of faith, and how is this applicable to the modern day?
3. Explain the social justice themes in Isaiah 1, specifically the call to care for the vulnerable, and discuss their relevance to contemporary issues.
4. Explore the symbolism in Isaiah 1:18 (scarlet to white) and analyze how this imagery contributes to a greater understanding of God's forgiveness and its transformative power.
5. Discuss the significance of the imagery in Isaiah 2:1-4 depicting the triumph of God’s kingdom in a future world, and analyze how this would be interpreted differently across various groups of people.


Glossary of Key Terms
· Reeve: A legal dispute or case, used as a parallel to the message of the prophets.
· Malkuth Hashemayim: The kingdom of God in the heart, emphasizing an inward, spiritual reign.
· Hendiadys: A literary device where two words are used to express one idea (e.g., "wash and make clean").
· Teshuva: Hebrew for repentance, involving turning away from sin and turning towards God.
· Sarkakos: Greek for fleshly man, referring to the human tendency toward sin.
· Hesed: Hebrew word for kind or gracious dealings toward others.
· Yeshua: Hebrew word for deliverance, which also forms the basis for the name Jesus.
· Tola: Hebrew word that refers to a parasitic worm, and when crushed, also a dark red dye; it relates to the word "crimson" in English.
· Yom Ha'Hu: Hebrew for "in that day", a prophetic formula referring to the messianic age.
· Aliyah: Hebrew for a going up, often referring to immigration to Israel or pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
· Torah: Hebrew for the teaching or guidance of the Lord.
· Synecdoche: A figure of speech where a part is used to represent the whole, or vice versa.
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5. FAQs on Wilson, Prophets, Session 28, Isaiah, Selected Passages, Part 3, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions About Isaiah and the Kingdom of God
1. What is Isaiah's primary concern, and how does it relate to the concept of outward religiosity? Isaiah's primary concern is with Judah, whom he sees as a rebellious nation. He indicts them for their reliance on outward religiosity – sacrifices, rituals, and ceremonies – while their hearts are far from God. This mirrors the message of other prophets like Micah and is a theme that Jesus also emphasizes: true spirituality comes from an inner transformation, not merely external acts of piety.
2. How does Isaiah view the Temple rituals and festivals, such as sacrifices and new moons? Isaiah states that God finds the Temple rituals and festivals, like sacrifices, burnt offerings, and the observance of new moons, to be detestable and meaningless when they are performed without genuine inner devotion. The rituals are "vain" and "hollow," indicating they are empty gestures without a corresponding heart change. This doesn’t mean rituals are inherently bad, but that they're insufficient without an accompanying inward transformation.
3. What are the negative and positive imperatives given by Isaiah, and what do they represent? Isaiah presents nine imperatives: the first four are negative and the final five are positive. The negative imperatives are "wash yourselves", "make yourselves clean", and "remove evil" which address the condition of Israel, emphasizing the need to stop doing evil. The positive imperatives are "learn to do good," "seek justice," "correct oppression," "defend the fatherless," and "plead for the widow." These five are what demonstrate true godliness and righteous living, focusing on outward actions that align with God's character and values.
4. What is the significance of "washing" in Isaiah, and how does it relate to the New Testament? "Washing" in Isaiah isn't primarily about ceremonial cleansing but rather spiritual cleansing. This concept is reflected in the New Testament, particularly in James 4:8, which speaks of drawing near to God, cleansing hands, and purifying hearts, and 1 John 1:9, which highlights forgiveness and cleansing from unrighteousness. These passages also reference the spiritual meaning that Isaiah discusses. It represents repentance and turning away from sin, seeking forgiveness from God.
5. What does the invitation, "Come now, let us reason together," in Isaiah 1:18 signify? This invitation is a powerful depiction of God's desire for reconciliation and forgiveness. Despite Israel's sins being "like scarlet" or "red like crimson" which are colorfast and permanent, God promises they can be "white as snow" or "like wool," which is a stunning comparison to Mount Hermon, a mountain that is snowcapped. This vivid imagery illustrates the radical power of God's forgiveness to completely transform and cleanse. It emphasizes that through repentance and turning to God, even the deepest stains of sin can be washed away.
6. How does Isaiah describe the ultimate triumph of God's kingdom, particularly concerning Mount Zion? Isaiah envisions a future where Mount Zion, the temple mount in Jerusalem, becomes the highest of all mountains, symbolically representing the supremacy of the God of Israel and His teachings. All nations will flow to it seeking spiritual instruction. This highlights a theocentric view where the nations come to learn God's ways, not to build a military stronghold, but to live according to his paths of peace and righteousness.
7. How does Isaiah's vision of God's kingdom relate to the ideas of peace and disarmament? Isaiah's prophecy of the kingdom envisions a warless society where military implements are transformed into agricultural tools, symbolizing a lasting, divinely established peace. It's not merely a ceasefire but a total disarmament that results from God's righteous rule and where violence and the art of war are no longer learned or used. This lasting peace is a sharp contrast to fragile man-made peace and is built on God's righteousness, not military might.
8. How does the concept of 'walking' relate to the journey of faith in Isaiah and the New Testament? The concept of "walking" signifies the journey of faith, where people seek and follow God's ways. This idea is rooted in the Old Testament, describing the lives of righteous individuals and continues into the New Testament where Jesus is depicted as the way and his followers as people that must ‘walk in the light’. It emphasizes that faith isn't just a belief system but a journey of learning and obedience to God's teachings, guiding believers on a path of life and away from destructive choices.
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