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1. Abstract of Widder, Daniel, Session 11, Daniel 8 — God'’s
Leash on Evil, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Wendy Widder's lecture on Daniel 8, titled "God's Leash on Evil," explores Daniel's
vision of a ram and a goat, interpreting them as representations of the Medo-Persian
and Greek empires respectively. The lecture highlights the vision's focus on Antiochus
IV's desecration of the Second Temple, seeing it as the immediate historical referent.
Widder emphasizes that the vision's primary comfort lies in the assurance that God
has evil on a leash and that the suffering it causes is temporary. She organizes the
chapter into three vision blocks: the two-horned ram, the goat, and the interpretation of
the evenings and mornings. The lecture also considers how Daniel's visions offer
encouragement by showing God's people that they are not alone in their suffering.
Finally, Widder promises to compare the interpretations of Daniel 7 and Daniel 8 in the
following session.

2. 15 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Widder, Daniel, Session 11 — Double click icon to play in
Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel]
Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament 2
Major Prophets = Daniel).
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3. Briefing Document: Widder, Daniel, Session 11, Daniel 8 —
God’s Leash on Evil

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
the provided source, "Widder_Daniel _EN_Session11.pdf":

Briefing Document: Dr. Wendy Widder on Daniel 8 - God's Leash on Evil
I. Overview

Dr. Wendy Widder's lecture focuses on Daniel chapter 8, titled "God's Leash on Evil,"
emphasizing that the chapter's primary comfort lies in the idea that God ultimately
controls evil, even while allowing it a period of influence. The lecture highlights the shift
from Aramaic (chapters 2-7) back to Hebrew in chapter 8, marking a transition from
exile-centered prophecies to visions concerning the restoration of the land of Israel and
the Second Temple. The chapter presents a series of visions progressively narrowing in
scope, focusing on the desecration of the Second Temple by Antiochus IV Epiphanes in
the 2nd century BC. While this is the immediate historical reference, Dr. Widder posits
that these visions may also have broader applications and meanings.

Il. Key Themes and Ideas

e God's Control Over Evil (God's Leash): The central idea is that God has a limit on
evil’s power. Though suffering occurs, it's not without a boundary or time limit set
by God. As Widder states, "the primary comfort of what is offered in this vision
for Daniel is that God has evil on a leash." This provides a sense of hope amidst
bleak visions.

« Shift in Focus (Exile to Restoration): While Daniel remains in exile, the visions in
chapters 8-12 shift their focus to the events and life in the restored land of Israel,
specifically around the second temple period (515 BC - 70 AD). This signifies a
move from lament to hope for the future. Dr. Widder notes that "...these chapters
as being set back in the restored land of Israel, even though Daniel himself, as he
sees them, is still in Babylon."

o Progressively Narrowing Scope: Daniel's visions become increasingly focused.
From the cosmic scope of chapter 7, they hone in on the Temple, its desecration,
and restoration during the second temple period, primarily related to the actions
of Antiochus IV. "Chapters eight, nine, and ten through twelve will return to that
same theme but with greater detail and more focus."



The Significance of the Second Temple: The visions largely revolve around the
Second Temple period, including its desecration by Antiochus IV, and its later
rededication, events significant for Judaism and historically contextualizing the
chapter. "The closest, the most immediate referent for what Daniel sees is the
second century BC Antiochian persecution and desecration of the temple."

Vision Structure: Dr. Widder structures chapter 8 into three main vision blocks,
borrowing from the structure of Revelation.

Vision Block 1 (Verses 1-4): Vision of the two-horned ram (Medo-Persian Empire).

Vision Block 2 (Verses 5-14): Vision of the shaggy goat (Greek Empire) with the
single horn (Alexander the Great) broken and replaced by four horns, then a small
horn. This also includes a dialogue between holy ones about the duration of
temple desecration.

Vision Block 3 (Verses 15-27): Interpretation of the vision by Gabriel, highlighting
its significance for "the time of the end" and identifying specific rulers.

Symbolism: The chapter uses symbolic animals and imagery to represent empires
and rulers.

Ram with two horns: The Medo-Persian Empire.

Shaggy goat with single horn: The Greek Empire, with the single horn
representing Alexander the Great.

Four horns: The successor kingdoms to Alexander's empire.

Little Horn: Antiochus IV Epiphanes (closest referent), a figure who desecrates the
temple.

Horns: Represent power.

"Host of Heaven": Likely a reference to God's divine assembly and those who
fight on Israel's behalf.

Space-Time Referents: The lecture emphasizes the importance of the time and
place of Daniel's vision. He sees himself in Susa at the Ulai Canal, a location that
gains importance later in history.

"Hinei": The Hebrew word often translated as "behold" or "lo" is understood as
an expression of surprise, a sense of "whoa, what?"



The Significance of 2,300 Evenings and Mornings: The 2,300 evenings and
mornings, which is interpreted as the time the temple is to be desecrated, has
several possible interpretations:

1,150 days, representing the number of sacrifices (each evening and morning)
2,300 days, or about 6 years and 4 months.

Symbolic representation of a limited time. The key message is that there is a set
time limit on suffering.

Interpretation and the Role of Gabriel: The angel Gabriel is the one who
interprets the vision, providing specific names for the entities seen, making the
interpretations less controversial than in other prophetic sections of Daniel. "If
the angel says the ram is Medo-Persia, the commentators say the ram is Medo-
Persia."

The Little Horn and Transgression: The little horn figure (Antiochus 1V) arises
when "transgressors have reached their limit." The lecture discusses different
interpretations as to whose transgression is meant (Antiochus or apostate Jews).
Widder says "Again, you can find commentators on both sides of the issue."

The End of the Little Horn: The little horn is destroyed, but "by no human hand,"
highlighting divine intervention.

"The Vision of the Evenings and the Mornings": By referring to it by this name,
Gabriel recalls the temporal boundary (2300) previously mentioned to emphasize
the finite nature of the suffering.

Daniel's Reaction: Daniel is sick for days due to the vision's intensity, highlighting
the profound impact of witnessing such suffering. "Daniel's reaction to this vision
is worse, or more intense at least than it was in chapter 7."

Two Primary Comforts:Suffering is Finite: The primary comfort is that the
suffering is temporary, having a set end point determined by God. "The primary
comfort of chapter 8, in my interpretation, is that hang on. The suffering will not
end. It will not last forever."



Shared Suffering: The secondary comfort is that the "commander of the host"
(God) also suffers loss, offering a shared experience with those enduring
hardships. This foreshadows the New Testament concept of God incarnate
suffering alongside humanity.

lll. Significant Quotes

"It turns out, in my opinion, that the primary comfort of what is offered in this
vision for Daniel is that God has evil on a leash."

"...these chapters as being set back in the restored land of Israel, even though
Daniel himself, as he sees them, is still in Babylon."

"Chapters eight, nine, and ten through twelve will return to that same theme but
with greater detail and more focus."

"The closest, the most immediate referent for what Daniel sees is the second
century BC Antiochian persecution and desecration of the temple."

"If the angel says the ram is Medo-Persia, the commentators say the ram is Medo-
Persia."

"Again, you can find commentators on both sides of the issue."

"Daniel's reaction to this vision is worse, or more intense at least than it was in
chapter 7."

"The primary comfort of chapter 8, in my interpretation, is that hang on. The
suffering will not end. It will not last forever."

IV. Conclusion

Dr. Widder's analysis of Daniel 8 emphasizes God's sovereignty over evil and offers a
message of hope and endurance for the faithful during times of suffering. The chapter's
comfort lies not in a glorious promise of victory as found in Daniel 7, but in the
assurance that hardship has a divinely appointed end. The lecture also provides
historical and symbolic context, making the apocalyptic visions more relatable and
understandable.



4. Study Guide: Widder, Daniel, Session 11, Daniel 8 — God’s
Leash on Evil

Daniel 8: God's Leash on Evil - Study Guide

Quiz

Instructions: Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each.

1.

8.
9.

What languages are used in the Book of Daniel, and where does the shift back to
Hebrew occur?

What is the primary geographical shift between Daniel chapters 2-7 and 8-12?

What is the near historical referent for Daniel's visions, particularly in chapters 8-
12?

Briefly describe the significance of the Medo-Persian Empire in Daniel's vision in
chapter 8.

What does the ram with two horns represent in Daniel's vision, and what is
significant about the horns?

Describe the actions and fate of the shaggy goat in Daniel's vision.
What is the significance of the "little horn" that arises from one of the four horns?
What question do the holy ones ask in Daniel 8, and what is the given answer?

What does the angel Gabriel tell Daniel about the ram and the goat?

10. According to Dr. Widder, what is the main source of comfort offered in the vision

of Daniel 8?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

The Book of Daniel is written in both Hebrew and Aramaic. The shift back to
Hebrew occurs in chapter 8, after chapters 2 through 7 were written in Aramaic.

Chapters 2-7 are set in Babylon or Medo-Persia during the exile, while chapters 8-
12 have visions that concern the return to the land of Israel, even though Daniel
himself is still in Babylon.



10.

The near historical referent for Daniel's visions, particularly in chapters 8-12, is
the second-century BC Antiochian persecution and desecration of the temple by
Antiochus IV Epiphanes.

The Medo-Persian Empire, symbolized by the ram, is the first major power after
Babylon in Daniel's vision. It's significant because it represents the empire that
defeats Babylon and allows the exiles to return home.

The ram represents the kings of Media and Persia. The two horns symbolize the
two kingdoms with one horn being longer signifying that one came up later, and
one is stronger.

The shaggy goat appears with a single horn and rapidly defeats the ram. Its single
horn is broken at the height of its power, and four horns grow in its place, which
represent the successors of Alexander the Great.

The "little horn" represents a powerful and wicked king, typically identified with
Antiochus IV Epiphanes. He desecrates the temple, removes the daily sacrifice,
and persecutes the Jews.

The holy ones ask how long the desolation of the temple will last. The answer
given is 2,300 evenings and mornings, after which the sanctuary will be restored.

The angel Gabriel tells Daniel that the ram represents the kings of Media and
Persia, and the shaggy goat represents the king of Greece. He identifies the single
horn of the goat as Alexander the Great.

Dr. Widder states the main source of comfort in Daniel 8 is the assurance that the
suffering described has a set time limit and will not last forever. God has a “leash”
on evil and will ultimately bring it to an end.

Essay Questions

Instructions: Answer the following essay questions in a well-organized, coherent essay
using specific examples and details from the source material.

1.

Analyze the symbolism of the ram, the goat, and the little horn in Daniel 8,
discussing how their actions contribute to the vision's overall message.

Compare and contrast the primary visions in Daniel 7 and Daniel 8, including their
symbolic content, the comfort they offer, and Daniel's personal reactions.



3. Discuss the significance of the intertestamental period in understanding Daniel 8,
emphasizing the role of Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the Maccabean revolt.

4. Explore the themes of divine sovereignty and human responsibility as presented
in Daniel 8, particularly how God "allows" the evil actions of the "little horn" and
the role of the “transgressors.”

5. Evaluate the multiple layers of interpretations (historical, symbolic, etc) of the
time references in Daniel 8, specifically the 2,300 evenings and mornings.

Glossary of Key Terms

Apocalyptic: A genre of literature that reveals hidden or future truths, often through
symbolic language and visions.

Aramaic: A Semitic language closely related to Hebrew, used in parts of the Old
Testament, including Daniel 2-7.

Babylonian Exile: The period in Jewish history when many Jews were deported to
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, beginning in 587 BC.

Belshazzar: A king of Babylon, during whose reign Daniel had some of his visions.

Chiastic Structure: A literary structure based on a mirror effect where elements in the
first half of the structure correspond to elements in the second half, often used in
biblical writing to emphasize central themes.

Hellenistic Period: The period in ancient history following the death of Alexander the
Great when Greek culture spread throughout the Mediterranean world.

Henei: A Hebrew word typically translated as "behold" or "lo," indicating surprise or
attention.

Holy Ones: Celestial or divine beings that often appear in visions and apocalyptic
literature.

Intertestamental Period: The time between the end of the Old Testament and the
beginning of the New Testament, roughly from 420 BC to 1 BC.

Maccabean Revolt: A Jewish rebellion in the 2nd century BC against the Seleucid
Empire, specifically against Antiochus IV Epiphanes and his policies.



Medo-Persian Empire: The empire that conquered Babylon and allowed some Jewish
exiles to return to their homeland.

Second Temple Period: The historical era after the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem
following the Babylonian exile, continuing until the Roman destruction of the temple in
70 AD.

Seleucid Empire: One of the successor kingdoms to Alexander the Great's empire,
located in Syria and controlling the Holy Land for periods of time.

Space-time Referent: The specific time and location within the story of a vision or event.

Susa: An ancient city in Elam, located in modern-day Iran, which becomes a key location
in Daniel's vision in Daniel 8.

Tamid: A Hebrew word meaning “continual” or “regular,” often referring to the daily
sacrifices in the Jerusalem temple.
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5. FAQs on Widder, Daniel, Session 11, Daniel 8 — God’s Leash
on Evil, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Okay, here's an 8-question FAQ based on the provided source, formatted with
markdown:

FAQ: Daniel Chapter 8 - God's Leash on Evil

1.

2.

Why is Daniel chapter 8 significant in the structure of the Book of Daniel?

Daniel chapter 8 marks a shift in language from Aramaic back to Hebrew,
mirroring the book's initial chapter. Furthermore, it transitions the setting from
the Babylonian exile to visions focused on the future of the restored land of Israel
and the Second Temple period, although Daniel himself is still in Babylon. This
chapter is the first of three visions in the second half of the book, all concerned
with life back in Israel. It also marks the start of the book's focus narrowing from
cosmic themes to the desecration of the temple by Antiochus IV.

What is the primary message of comfort offered in Daniel chapter 8?

The primary comfort in Daniel 8 is that God has evil on a "leash." While the vision
describes a period of great suffering and desecration, the text emphasizes that
this suffering has an appointed end and will not last forever. This theme of limited
duration and divine control is repeatedly highlighted through phrases like "the
time of the end," "the end of the indignation," and the specific time frame of
2,300 evenings and mornings before the sanctuary is restored, providing
assurance that God ultimately dictates the boundaries of evil's influence.

What are the main symbolic figures presented in Daniel 8 and what do they
represent?

Daniel 8 uses several key symbols:
The two-horned ram: Represents the kings of Media and Persia.

The one-horned goat: Represents the king of Greece, specifically Alexander the
Great.

The broken horn of the goat replaced by four horns: Represents the four
kingdoms that arose from Alexander’s empire.
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The "little horn": Represents a king who arises from one of the four successor
kingdoms of Alexander and is identified as Antiochus IV Epiphanes who
desecrated the temple.

. How are the visions in Daniel 8 structured?

Daniel 8 is presented through three main vision blocks, each containing individual
visions within them:

Vision Block 1 (verses 1-4): The vision of the two-horned ram, including the
space-time referents (Susa and Ulai Canal) and the activity of the ram.

Vision Block 2 (verses 5-14): The vision of the shaggy goat, with the appearance
of the goat, the rampage of the goat, and the dialogue between holy ones about
how long the suffering will last.

Vision Block 3 (verses 15-27): The interpretation of the vision of the evenings and
mornings, which includes Daniel's encounter with Gabriel and the explanation of
the symbols.

. What does the "2,300 evenings and mornings" signify, and what are the primary
interpretations?

. The 2,300 evenings and mornings is a time marker indicating the duration of the
desecration of the temple. There are three primary interpretations:

Sacrifices: It represents the number of morning and evening sacrifices that would
take place in the temple, equivalent to around 1,150 days, slightly more than
three years.

Days: Each evening and morning represents a day, totaling 2,300 days or about six
years and four months.

Symbolic: The number is symbolic, not meant to be a precise calendar time, but
simply an assurance of a definite, though unspecified, period of suffering and
subsequent restoration.
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1. What is the significance of the "little horn" and its actions in Daniel chapter 8?

The "little horn" symbolizes Antiochus IV Epiphanes, a Seleucid ruler who is notable for
his desecration of the Jerusalem Temple in 167 BC. The little horn is portrayed as rising
to great power, persecuting the saints, taking away the regular burnt offering, and
throwing down the sanctuary. The text also shows it to be a powerful and clever king,
but not without some divine allowance for that power. Ultimately the power will not last
because the little horn is described as being broken without human agency.

1. What is the importance of the phrase "the end of the indignation" in Gabriel's
interpretation?

Gabriel's use of the phrase "the end of the indignation" is a key component of the
overall theme of God's control and the limited duration of suffering. By repeatedly
emphasizing an "end" to the suffering detailed in the vision, the text reassures that even
though the little horn will cause significant destruction, this suffering has been
preordained and limited. This helps comfort Daniel that God will not allow the suffering
of his people to go on endlessly.

1. How does Daniel's reaction to the vision in chapter 8 compare to his reaction to
the vision in chapter 7, and why?

2. Daniel's reaction in chapter 8 is more intense than his reaction in chapter 7. While
Daniel was "alarmed" in chapter 7, here he is overcome and falls sick for days.
This is likely because chapter 8's vision highlights the destruction of the temple
and suffering of God's people with the primary comfort simply that the suffering
is finite. In chapter 7, the vision includes the promise of a glorious future with
"one like a Son of Man" receiving the kingdom, which offers a more direct and
compelling consolation than the assurance that suffering won’t last forever. The
comfort in chapter 8 focuses on the limited duration of the suffering while
chapter 7 focuses on the hope of a future kingdom.



