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1. Abstract of Widder, Daniel, Session 6, Daniel 3 — God’s
Superior Power, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Widder's lecture explores Daniel 3, focusing on the story of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego in the fiery furnace. The lecture examines the narrative's place within
the book's chiastic structure and its central theme of God's superior power
demonstrated through the faithfulness of his servants. Dr. Widder analyzes
Nebuchadnezzar's displays of power, including the construction of the golden image
and the decree for all to worship it. She emphasizes the importance of recognizing God's
glory rather than expecting deliverance as a guaranteed reward for faithfulness. The
lecture also provides insights into the fourth figure seen in the furnace, suggesting this
presence was specifically for Nebuchadnezzar's benefit, revealing God's power and
preventing the king from attributing the miracle to the men themselves.

2. 13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Widder, Daniel, Session 6 — Double click icon to play in
Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel]
Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament 2
Major Prophets = Daniel).

Widder Daniel Ses
sion06.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Widder, Daniel, Session 6, Daniel 3 —
God’s Superior Power

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
the provided source, "Widder_Daniel_EN_Session06.pdf":

Briefing Document: Analysis of Daniel Chapter 3

Overall Theme: This lecture focuses on Daniel Chapter 3, the well-known story of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace. Dr. Widder emphasizes the
chapter's central theme: God's superior power demonstrated against the backdrop of
His servants' faithfulness. The narrative showcases God's power over earthly kings and
pagan gods, while highlighting the unwavering devotion of the three Jewish men.

Key Points:
1. Context Within Daniel's Chiasm:

o Chapter 3 falls within the chiastic structure of Daniel's narrative chapters,
specifically within the "court stories" section.

o It parallels Chapter 6 (Daniel in the Lion's Den), sharing the theme of faithful Jews
facing death due to their devotion and experiencing miraculous deliverance,
showcasing God's superior power.

e The narrative structure places emphasis on the conflict between the power of the
king and the power of God.

e The surrounding chapters include:

e Chapter 2 (Statue Dream, earthly kingdoms)

e Chapter 4 (Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a tree and God's judgement)
e Chapter 5 (Belshazzar and the handwriting on the wall)

e Chapter 7 (Daniel's Vision of beasts and earthly kingdoms)

1. The Image of Gold & Idolatry:

e King Nebuchadnezzar creates a massive golden image (90 feet tall and 9 feet
wide) on the plain of Dura, which serves as a focal point for the story.

o The statue itself represents idolatry, emphasizing a major concern of the chapter.
The pressure on captive Jews to worship a false god, challenges their faith.



The narrator does not specify whether the image represents Nebuchadnezzar or a
god but this does not matter as either way it is a representation of idolatry

The text emphasizes the king's power through the repetition of "the image that
Nebuchadnezzar the king set up," highlighting the scale of this act.

. Nebuchadnezzar's Display of Power:

Nebuchadnezzar's actions are seen as displays of his own power: building the
statue, summoning all officials, and demanding universal worship.

The narrator emphasizes Nebuchadnezzar's absolute control as when he
commands people "bow down," all respond by bowing. This shows the king's
authority.

His fury at Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego's disobedience, and his order to
intensify the furnace heat, are further displays of his power and anger.

Despite this show of strength, Nebuchadnezzar ultimately looks foolish as his
mighty men are killed, yet the three Jews survive.

. The Chaldean Accusation:

Certain Chaldeans maliciously accuse the Jews of not worshipping the image,
revealing ethnic prejudice and professional jealousy, highlighting their
opportunism and their desire to bring the three down.

Although malicious, their accusation is largely true as the three men did not bow,
and therefore they do deserve the death sentence according to the law.

Their actions provide the catalyst for the conflict between the king and the
faithful Jews.

. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego's Faithfulness:

The three men refuse to bow down, demonstrating their unwavering
commitment to God. Their refusal is an act of defiance against the king and his
decree.

Their declaration, "we have no need to answer you in this matter" is significant.
The phrase can be read as defiant in some translations.

Their faith is not transactional, as they acknowledge God could deliver them, but
even if He doesn't, they will remain faithful: "But if not, be it known to you, O



king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold that you have
setup.”

They act as a single unit in the chapter, representing the ideal of a faithful Jew.

This section highlights that the men are committed to God regardless of the
outcome.

. God's Superior Power:

God's power is demonstrated through the miraculous survival of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego in the furnace.

The furnace is heated "seven times hotter," representing the highest level of heat
and the culmination of the king's anger.

God's response is in direct contrast to Nebuchadnezzar's display of earthly power.

The presence of a fourth figure in the furnace, described as "like a son of the
gods," is a key part of this display and shows that they are protected.

. The Fourth Figure:

The fourth figure is not described as God, but rather a supernatural being, or “a
son of the gods."

This figure isn't rescuing them, but is present with them, demonstrating God's
presence even in trials.

The fourth figure’s purpose is primarily for Nebuchadnezzar’s benefit, so that he
sees the power of God.

It prevents Nebuchadnezzar from thinking the power lies with the three men
themselves. It was God that delivered them.

. Nebuchadnezzar's Response:

Nebuchadnezzar is astonished by the miracle and acknowledges God's power and
issues a decree to punish those who speak against the God of the three men.

He is learning about God in incremental steps. First, God can reveal mysteries
(chapter 2), and now, God has superior power (chapter 3).

Despite this, he is still not fully converted, as his decree is still about the earthly
kingdom, not spiritual truth.



Key Takeaways:

Genuine Commitment: Faithfulness to God is paramount, not contingent upon
guaranteed deliverance.

Faithfulness and Deliverance: Faithfulness does not always guarantee
deliverance. The chapter is descriptive, not prescriptive. God delivers for his own
glory, not necessarily to reward human faithfulness.

God's Presence: God is with his people, even in the midst of persecution and
suffering.

The story is not a promise that God will deliver in every case.

The message is that God is with his people, and He is more powerful than
anything the world can throw at them.

. The Vision of the Ram and Goat

This was a supplementary vision in the source document not part of the main text
analysis, which details a vision of a ram and a goat:

A one-horned goat comes from the west, representing a powerful force
It attacks and defeats a two-horned ram, with no one to help the ram.
The horn of the goat breaks and is replaced by four horns.

A smaller horn then rises and becomes great, causing destruction, and
challenging the regular sacrifices to God.

This horn, though powerful, does not have unlimited power as it appears that this
is being allowed by some greater force.

The vision ends with a question about when this will end and how long these acts
of transgression against God will continue.



Quotes:

“In this chapter, if | were to summarize what it's about, | would say it's about
God's superior power and his servants' faithfulness.”

e "This chapter is not concerned necessarily to elevate Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego as some kind of model of faithfulness, although they certainly are. Its
primary reason is to showcase the superiority of their God."

o "Butif not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or
worship the image of gold that you have set up." (Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego's declaration).

e "Did we not cast three men bound into the fire? They answered and said to the
king, True, O king. He answered and said, But | see four men unbound, walking in
the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt, and the appearance of the fourth is
like a son of the gods." (Nebuchadnezzar's reaction).

e "It's not just these three men who didn't just fall in the fire and by their own
power not get burned, but there's a fourth figure, a fourth divine figure there.
This is showing Nebuchadnezzar the power of the God to deliver, the God that he
challenged even existing."

Conclusion:

Dr. Widder's analysis underscores that Daniel 3 is not just a story about human bravery,
but a powerful demonstration of God's sovereignty and His unwavering presence with
His people, even amidst fiery trials. The story focuses on the power struggle between a
human king and the eternal power of God, with God prevailing at every point. It also
reminds the audience that true faith is not dependent on guaranteed rescue, and that
suffering can be a test of one's faith.



4. Study Guide: Widder, Daniel, Session 6, Daniel 3 — God’s
Superior Power

Daniel Chapter 3 Study Guide

Quiz

1.
2.

What is the central theme of Daniel chapter 3, according to Dr. Widder?
Describe the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar erected in chapter 3.

What musical instruments were used to signal the people to worship the statue?
Why did certain Chaldeans accuse Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego?

What challenge did Nebuchadnezzar present to Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego regarding their God?

What was the response of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to the King's
challenge?

What happened to the mighty men who cast Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
into the furnace?

Who saw a fourth figure in the fiery furnace, and what did that figure appear to
be?

What did Nebuchadnezzar declare about the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego after witnessing their deliverance?

10. What two main takeaways did Dr. Widder suggest at the end of the chapter?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

7

The central theme of Daniel chapter 3 is God’s superior power and His servants
faithfulness. God demonstrates his power to deliver is greater than any earthly
power, and the faithfulness of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego is
commendable.

The statue was made of gold, was 60 cubits (90 feet) tall and 6 cubits (9 feet)
wide. Its dimensions were out of proportion for a human figure which may
indicate a grotesque representation or it may be a type of obelisk.

The musical instruments used to signal the people were the horn, pipe, lyre,
trigon, harp, and bagpipe, along with every kind of music.



10.

The Chaldeans were likely motivated by ethnic prejudice and professional
jealousy as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had been promoted over them.
They were opportunists and were there watching the ceremony.

Nebuchadnezzar challenged the three Jews by asking who their god was that
could deliver them from his power and from the fiery furnace, suggesting that no
god was more powerful than him.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stated that they didn't need to defend
themselves and affirmed that their God was able to deliver them. They also made
clear they would not serve the king's gods or worship the golden image,
regardless of whether God delivered them or not.

The mighty men who threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the furnace
were killed by the extreme heat of the fire.

Nebuchadnezzar was the only one who saw the fourth figure and he said the
figure had the appearance of a "son of the gods", meaning a divine or
supernatural being.

Nebuchadnezzar declared that the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
was to be praised, that He sent His angel, and that He delivered His servants who
trusted in Him and was willing to give up their bodies rather than worship any
other god. He also decreed that anyone who spoke against their God would be
punished severely.

Dr. Widder suggests two main takeaways: First, a genuine commitment to God
means that they will be faithful no matter what. Second, faithfulness does not
guarantee deliverance, but God will be with his people even in the midst of
suffering.



Essay Questions

1.

Analyze the literary structure of Daniel chapter 3, paying particular attention to
the repeated phrases, the displays of power, and how these elements contribute
to the overall message of the chapter.

Discuss the significance of the fourth figure in the fiery furnace. How does this
figure impact Nebuchadnezzar's perception of God, and what does it reveal about
God's purpose in the narrative?

Compare and contrast the actions and motivations of Nebuchadnezzar with the
actions and motivations of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. How do their
responses to the crisis of idolatry highlight the different perspectives on faith and
power?

Explore the theme of idolatry in Daniel chapter 3. In what ways does the chapter
critique idolatry, and how does it emphasize the importance of remaining faithful
to God even in the face of intense pressure?

Considering the historical and theological context, evaluate the relevance of the
story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego for contemporary believers. How
does this narrative provide encouragement and guidance for Christians facing
trials and persecution?
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Glossary of Key Terms

Chiasm: A literary structure based on inverted parallelism; in this text, it refers to
the structure of the stories in Daniel.

Cubits: An ancient unit of length, typically based on the length of the forearm;
used to measure the statue's size.

Doxology: A formal expression of praise to God. Nebuchadnezzar makes a
statement after witnessing the deliverance of the three men.

Idolatry: The worship of idols or images as if they were gods, which is a key
theme of the chapter.

Satraps, Prefects, Governors, Counselors, Treasurers, Justices, Magistrates: Titles
of various officials in Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom, all commanded to attend the
statue's dedication ceremony.

"Son of the gods": The term used by Nebuchadnezzar to describe the fourth
figure in the furnace, indicating a supernatural being. It does not indicate a single
“Son of God”.

|II

Tamid: A Hebrew word meaning “continual” or “daily”. It refers to the daily
sacrifices in the Jerusalem temple that occur in the morning and in the evening.

Transgression: A violation of law or command; appears several times in the
vision, whose transgression is being referenced is undetermined.
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5. FAQs on Widder, Daniel, Session 6, Daniel 3 — God’s Superior
Power, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ

: Daniel Chapter 3 - The Fiery Furnace

What is the primary theme of Daniel Chapter 3?

Daniel Chapter 3 primarily focuses on the demonstration of God's superior power
compared to the power of human kings and foreign gods, and the unwavering
faithfulness of his servants, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. It highlights how
God delivers those who remain loyal to Him, even in the face of life-threatening
idolatry, showcasing His strength and sovereignty. The narrative also emphasizes
the contrast between human power, like King Nebuchadnezzar's, and God's
ultimate power.

How does Chapter 3 fit into the larger structure of the book of Daniel?

Chapter 3 is part of a chiastic structure in the book, mirroring chapter 6 (Daniel in
the lion’s den). Both stories involve faithful Jews facing death for their allegiance
to God, and both conclude with God's miraculous intervention, demonstrating His
power to the foreign rulers. Chapter 3 is also one of the "court stories" of Daniel,
where Jewish captives in the court of a foreign king prove their superiority
through their faith. It demonstrates God’s superiority over foreign gods.

Why did King Nebuchadnezzar create the golden image and command worship?

King Nebuchadnezzar's golden image serves as a grand display of his power,
meant to solidify his authority and demand the loyalty of all under his rule. The
king’s motivation seems rooted in pride and a desire to impose his will. While the
statue might have had religious connotations with his gods, the primary purpose
in the narrative is to show off his power and test the allegiance of his subjects. It
is important to note this story happens immediately after Nebuchadnezzar's
dream in chapter 2 where he is revealed to be the head of gold in a series of
kingdoms.
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What was the challenge posed to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and how
did they respond?

The Chaldeans challenge them. They inform Nebuchadnezzar that Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego did not bow down to the image. Nebuchadnezzar offers
them a second chance to bow down. He also challenges them by questioning
whether any god could save them from his power and his fiery furnace. Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego's response is one of unwavering faith. They declared
their God's ability to deliver them and their refusal to worship any other god,
regardless of the consequences, showing that they knew their God was superior
to Nebuchadnezzar.

What is significant about the fiery furnace being heated seven times hotter than
usual?

The phrase "seven times hotter" indicates an intensification of Nebuchadnezzar's
fury and a complete, absolute attempt to destroy Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. Seven is often used to symbolize perfection or completion, here
demonstrating the maximum level of heat possible. It emphasizes that
Nebuchadnezzar exhausted every means at his disposal. It further highlights the
miraculous nature of the men's deliverance as there should be no way they could
have survived such an event.

Who is the "fourth man" seen in the fire, and what is his significance?

The "fourth man" in the fire is an angelic figure, described by Nebuchadnezzar as
having "the appearance of the son of the gods." This supernatural being is not
there to physically shield the three men, but rather to accompany them in the
fire, demonstrating that God is with them in their suffering. The fourth figure’s
main purpose is for Nebuchadnezzar’s sake, showing him God’s divine power, and
ensuring the king does not conclude the power came from the three men
themselves and mistake them for gods.
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What does Nebuchadnezzar's reaction and decree after the miracle reveal
about his understanding of God?

Nebuchadnezzar's reaction is a progression in his understanding of the God of
Israel. He acknowledges God’s power to deliver and issues a decree, recognizing
this God's power. He blesses this god. However, his decree prohibits blasphemy
against the God of Israel; thus, his faith is only partly formed. He is primarily
reacting to the divine power of God and is still showing that he views religion as a
matter of royal power. This does, however, show that God's superior power
impacted the king, even if his faith is not fully developed.

What is the takeaway message regarding faithfulness and deliverance in this
chapter?

The chapter emphasizes that genuine commitment to God arises from a
recognition of His inherent worth, not from the expectation of rewards or rescue.
While Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are delivered, their deliverance is a
demonstration of God's power. The narrative points out that faithfulness does not
always guarantee freedom from suffering; yet, God is always present with his
people even in the middle of intense situations. The focus of the story is not that
faithfulness leads to deliverance, but rather that God is faithful, no matter what
the outcome.



