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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 30,
Interpreting Ezekiel 40-48, Biblicalelearning.org, BelL

Dr. Vannoy's lecture explores the complexities of interpreting Ezekiel 40-48, a section
describing a visionary temple and city. The central question is whether this passage
should be understood literally, symbolically, or as a blend of both. Vannoy presents
three main interpretations: a literal fulfillment in the Millennial Period, a symbolic
depiction of God's enduring promises, or a composite view with both literal and
symbolic elements. He examines arguments for and against each view, referencing
scholars like Ellison and Payne who offer diverse perspectives, particularly on the re-
establishment of sacrifices. The lecture concludes by acknowledging the difficulties in
interpretation and the need to consider multiple viewpoints.

2. 14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 30,
Interpreting Ezekiel 40-48

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the
provided excerpts of Robert Vannoy's Lecture 30 on Ezekiel 40-48:

Briefing Document: Robert Vannoy on Ezekiel 40-48

Main Themes and Ideas:

Ezekiel 40-48: A Vision of Hope: Vannoy emphasizes that Ezekiel's vision of a
future city, temple, and land division is intended to provide "encouragement and
hope for the future" for the exiled Israelites. He notes, "Remember where they
are; they’re in exile. Jerusalem’s been destroyed. They could tend to be very
despondent and despairing and yet, here’s this visionary picture of something
that God is going to do in the future. So, there’s hope for the future."

The Central Question: Literal vs. Symbolic Interpretation: The core issue is
whether the vision is a literal blueprint for a future Jerusalem and temple
(potentially in the Millennial period) or a symbolic representation of God's
continued faithfulness and future blessings for His people. "Now the basic
question is: Is Ezekiel trying to say that in a very literal, physical sense Jerusalem is
going to look like this in the future? Or, is this a symbolic picture which says in
symbolic language that God is going to continue to work with his people, that he’s
not finished with his people?"

Arguments for a Literal Interpretation: The meticulous details (dimensions,
duties of Levites and priests, sacrifices) support a literal reading, suggesting a
future fulfillment. "I think in the favor of the literal view are the many exact
dimensions given. There are an awful lot of details and specific references. There
are exact dimensions; there are references given to duties of Levites and priests.
There are sacrifices. Those kind of details seem to favor that this is something
that is going to happen in a literal way in the future." However, the rebuilding
after the exile did not align with the picture in Ezekiel.

Arguments for a Symbolic Interpretation: The river flowing from the temple,
bringing healing, seems more symbolic than literal. The symbolic view depicts
"the truth that God is not through with his people. He has great purposes that he
will yet accomplish for them in the future, and glimpses of that are seen here in
symbolic language."



. Three General Interpretations:Literal Fulfillment in the Millennial Period: A
direct, physical realization of the vision.

. Symbolic Depiction of Future Blessings: A non-literal representation of God's
promises and purposes for His people.

. Composite Interpretation: A blending of literal and symbolic elements, fulfilled
across different periods (Church, Millennium, eternal state). "It sort of combines
the first two with certain aspects having a physical, literal meaning and certain
aspects having a symbolic meaning."

The River as a Key to Interpretation: Vannoy suggests the river can be
interpreted as "a symbolic picture of life that comes from the altar and issues
from the altar... It is the influence that flows from the work of Christ on the
cross." This influence grows over time, like the spread of the Gospel.

The Problem of Arbitrary Distinctions: If taking a composite approach (some
literal, some symbolic), deciding which elements are which becomes challenging.
"If you’re going to take some of it as symbolic and some of it as literal, how do
you decide which?"

Ezekiel 40-48 and Premillennialism: Vannoy argues that a Premillennial view
doesn't necessarily depend on a literal interpretation of Ezekiel 40-48 and the re-
establishment of sacrifices. Other passages (Ezekiel 36-37) clearly teach the
Millennium without mentioning sacrificial worship. "I don’t think Millennial
teaching rests on Ezekiel 40-48. The question is, in what way do you take Ezekiel
40-48 and how might you fit it into a Premillennial view of eschatology?"

Ellison's Counter-Argument: Ellison believes a symbolic view of the sacrifices
implies a symbolic temple. He strongly opposes a literal re-introduction of
Levitical sacrifices, arguing it contradicts the New Testament's teaching on the
finality of Christ's sacrifice. "l require stronger evidence that this vision to accept--
against all the weight of New Testament evidence--that the Levitical sacrifices will
be re-introduced." Ellison also critiques the idea that worship privileges would
depend on geographic proximity to Jerusalem.

. J. Barton Payne's Five Interpretations:Prediction for the past, Literal, Not
Fulfilled (Critical View)

. Injunction for the Past, Literal, Not Carried Out (Evangelical Position, Payne's
View for Chapters 40-46): Payne sees Ezekiel's commands as instructions for the



post-exilic temple, which were not fully implemented. Chapters 47-48, regarding
the river and land division, he sees as millennial.

. Prediction of the Present, Figurative (Amillennial): Symbolic of the Christian
Church.

. Prediction of the Future, Literal (Premillennial): Rebuilding of the temple for the
Second Coming.

. Figurative Prediction of the Future, New Heavens and New Earth (Amillennial or
Premillennial)

Buswell's Approach: Buswell suggests segregating the material in Ezekiel 40-48
into description and admonition. He tentatively proposes that certain portions
predict the conditions of the new heaven and new earth, while others are
addressed to Ezekiel's contemporaries. He offers two solutions to the "Levite
Problem" with the sacrificial system. He sees either the Levitical rituals fulfilled in
Christ, or understands their reestablishment as a memorial.

The Levite/Sacrifice Issue: The idea of re-establishing animal sacrifices in the
Millennial period presents a challenge, potentially conflicting with the finality of
Christ's sacrifice. Some argue these sacrifices would be purely memorial, like the
Lord's Supper. "Those who hold to a literal reestablishment of the sacrificial
system described in Ezekiel generally agree that the significance can only be a
memorial and could not possibly have the significances of the sacrifices that
pointed forward to the coming of Christ."

The East Gate/Golden Gate: Vannoy cautions against directly equating the East
Gate mentioned in Ezekiel with the present-day Golden Gate in Jerusalem, as the
latter was built much later. "Thing is, you know, you can read this statement here
in chapter 44 and just make the equation that the present gate is what is being
described here, but remember that wall was built in the Middle Ages sometime
and this is a visionary temple. It may be that the two really don’t have anything to
do with each other."



Key Quotes:

« "Remember where they are; they’re in exile...here’s this visionary picture of
something that God is going to do in the future. So, there’s hope for the future."

o '"Is Ezekiel trying to say that in a very literal, physical sense Jerusalem is going to
look like this in the future? Or, is this a symbolic picture which says in symbolic
language that God is going to continue to work with his people...?"

e "lrequire stronger evidence that this vision to accept--against all the weight of
New Testament evidence--that the Levitical sacrifices will be re-introduced."
(Ellison)

Conclusion:

Vannoy presents a nuanced discussion of the interpretive challenges posed by Ezekiel
40-48. He acknowledges the arguments for both literal and symbolic readings,
suggesting a composite approach as a possible solution. He emphasizes the importance
of the vision as a source of hope and encouragement, regardless of the specific
interpretation. The reinstitution of sacrifices and the fulfillment of the vision in the
millennial period are still matters of debate.



4. Study Guide: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 30,
Interpreting Ezekiel 40-48

Ezekiel 40-48: Interpreting the Vision of the Future

I. Study Guide Outline

A. Overview of Ezekiel 40-48

1.
2.

3.

Context: Ezekiel's Prophecy during the Exile
General Content: Vision of a New Temple, City, River, and Land Division

Purpose: Encouragement and Hope for the Future

B. Major Interpretive Approaches

1.

Literal Interpretation:

Ezekiel's vision is a precise depiction of a future, physical reality, often associated
with the Millennial Period.

Evidence: Detailed measurements, descriptions of Levites and priests, and
sacrificial details.

Challenges: The river flowing from the temple, potential conflict with the finality
of Christ's sacrifice.

Symbolic Interpretation:

Ezekiel's vision uses symbolic language to convey God's ongoing faithfulness and
future blessings for His people.

Focus: Spiritual truths, God's presence, and the expansion of His influence.

Benefits: Avoids literalistic difficulties, aligns with a broader understanding of
God's redemptive plan.

Composite Interpretation:

Combines literal and symbolic elements, acknowledging both physical and
spiritual dimensions.

Flexibility: Allows for fulfillment in multiple periods (Church, Millennium, Eternal
State).

Challenge: Determining which aspects are literal and which are symbolic.



C. Key Issues and Debates

1.

The River:
Literal: A physical river providing life and healing.

Symbolic: Represents the influence of Christ's sacrifice and the spread of the
Gospel.

Sacrifices:
Literal: Re-establishment of animal sacrifices in the Millennium as memorials.

Symbolic: Represent a different form of worship, emphasizing the completeness
of Christ's atonement.

The East Gate (Golden Gate):

Possible connection to Ezekiel 44:2, where the East Gate is closed until the prince
comes.

Consider the wall of Jerusalem was rebuilt in the Middle Ages, long after Ezekiel's
vision.

D. Perspectives from Key Figures

1.

J. Barton Payne:

Presents five interpretations (prediction for the past, injunction for the past,
prediction of the present, prediction of the future literal, figurative prediction of
the future), favoring an injunction to those returning from exile (Ezekiel 40-46)
with Ezekiel 47-48 being Millennial.

H.L. Ellison:

Rejects the literal re-institution of animal sacrifices.
Emphasizes that revelation moves forward, not backward.
J. Oliver Buswell:

Suggests some portions of Ezekiel 40-48 describe the New Heavens and New
Earth.

Finds a glorified Levitical system of sacrifice a problem.

Offers solutions by suggesting the Levitical form of worship was fulfilled in Christ
and that the re-establishment of the Levitical ritual would only be a memorial.



E. Implications for Premillennialism
1. Millennial Teaching: Does not depend on a literal interpretation of Ezekiel 40-48.

2. Ezekiel 36-37: Describes Israel's return to the land and the establishment of God's
sanctuary, without mentioning sacrificial worship.

Il. Quiz: Short Answer Questions
1. Why was Ezekiel's vision in chapters 40-48 important for the people of his time?
2. Describe the literal interpretation of Ezekiel 40-48.

3. According to Vannoy, what details in Ezekiel 40-48 support a literal
interpretation?

4. What is the symbolic interpretation of the river flowing from the temple in
Ezekiel's vision?

5. Explain the composite approach to interpreting Ezekiel 40-48.

6. According to Vannoy, what is the primary thing that holds the composite view
together?

7. Why do some interpreters believe that re-establishing sacrifices in the Millennial
Period violates the finality of Christ's sacrifice?

8. Summarize Ellison's argument against the re-institution of animal sacrifices in the
Millennium.

9. What are the five interpretations of Ezekiel 40-48 proposed by J. Barton Payne?
10. According to Buswell, where will Ezekiel's eschatological predictions be fulfilled?
Ill. Quiz: Answer Key

1. It provided encouragement and hope for the future during their exile, reminding
them that God had not abandoned them and had a plan for restoration.

2. It views the vision as a precise, literal depiction of a future temple, city, and land
arrangement, often associated with the Millennial Period after Christ's return.

3. The exact dimensions given for the temple and city, specific references to the
duties of Levites and priests, and the details about sacrifices.

4. It symbolizes the influence of Christ's sacrifice and the Gospel, which starts small
but grows to bring healing and life to the nations.



5. The composite approach combines elements of both the literal and symbolic
interpretations, allowing for the possibility that some aspects are meant to be
fulfilled physically while others carry a spiritual meaning.

6. God is going to continue to work in the midst of his people.

7. They believe that the offering of animal sacrifices again would suggest that
Christ's sacrifice was not fully sufficient to atone for sin.

8. Ellison argues that revelation moves forward and does not turn back to Old
Testament forms of worship.

9. The prophet’s words were, one, a prediction for the past and they were literal,
two is an injunction for the past, literal, but not carried out, three a prediction of
the present and figurative, four is a prediction, of the future, literal, placing it
then in the Millennial Period, and fifthly, a figurative prediction of the future, the
new heavens and the new earth.

10.In the new heavens and the new earth.

IV. Essay Questions

1. Compare and contrast the literal, symbolic, and composite approaches to
interpreting Ezekiel 40-48. Which approach do you find most compelling, and
why?

2. Discuss the significance of the river flowing from the temple in Ezekiel's vision.
How have different interpreters understood this image, and what are the
implications of these different interpretations?

3. Analyze the debate surrounding the re-establishment of sacrifices in the
Millennial Period. What arguments are made for and against this idea, and how
do these arguments relate to different understandings of Christ's atonement?

4. Explain how Ezekiel 40-48 has been used to support or challenge Premillennial
views of eschatology. How does Vannoy assess the relationship between these
chapters and Premillennialism?

5. Explore the perspectives of J. Barton Payne, H.L. Ellison, and J. Oliver Buswell on
Ezekiel 40-48. How do their interpretations differ, and what factors might explain
these differences?



V. Glossary of Key Terms

Exile: The period in Jewish history when the people of Judah were forced to live

in Babylon after the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC.

Eschatology: The study of the end times or last things, including topics such as
the return of Christ, the Millennium, and the final judgment.

Millennium: A future 1,000-year period of peace and righteousness on Earth,
often associated with Christ's reign.

Premillennialism: The belief that Christ will return before the Millennium,
establishing His kingdom on Earth.

Amillennialism: The belief that the Millennium is a symbolic representation of
the present age or the heavenly reign of Christ and the saints.

Post-Exilic: Referring to the period after the Babylonian exile, when the Jewish
people returned to their land and rebuilt the temple.

Levites: Members of the tribe of Levi, who were responsible for temple duties
and assisting the priests.

Zadokites: Priests from the line of Zadok.

Injunction: A command or order.

Efficacy: The power to produce a desired result or effect.

Allegorization: Interpreting a text in a symbolic way.

Atonement: The reconciliation of God and humankind through Jesus Christ.

Memorial: Something designed to preserve the memory of a person or event.

10

New Heavens and New Earth: The future state of perfect creation after the final

judgment.
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5. FAQs on Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 30, Interpreting
Ezekiel 40-48, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions about Ezekiel 40-48
1. What is the main subject matter of Ezekiel chapters 40-48?

Ezekiel 40-48 presents a detailed vision of a future city, a temple, and the division of land
among the people. This vision offers encouragement and hope for the future,
particularly relevant to the Israelites in exile after the destruction of Jerusalem. The
vision includes specific measurements and rituals, sparking debates about its
interpretation.

2. What are the three main approaches to interpreting Ezekiel 40-48?
There are three primary ways to interpret these chapters.

o Literal Interpretation: This view sees the vision as a literal prediction to be
fulfilled in the Millennial Period.

o Symbolic Interpretation: This view interprets the vision as a symbolic depiction of
God's enduring faithfulness and future plans for His people.

o Composite Interpretation: This view suggests that the vision contains both literal
and symbolic elements, possibly blending aspects of the Church, Millennium, and
eternal state.

3. What are the arguments for and against a literal interpretation of Ezekiel 40-48?

Arguments for a literal interpretation include the presence of specific details,
measurements, and references to Levitical duties and sacrifices. These details suggest a
concrete, future reality. The main argument against a purely literal interpretation is the
depiction of the river flowing from the temple, which seems more symbolic of spiritual
life and influence emanating from God than a literal river.

4. How does the river described in Ezekiel 47 influence the interpretation of the
passage?

The river flowing from the temple is often seen as a symbolic representation of the life
and healing that flows from God's presence. Its growth and spreading influence can be
interpreted as the expanding impact of the gospel. However, the fact that the marshes
remain salty indicates that this influence is not universally accepted. The symbolic
nature of the river complicates a purely literal interpretation of the entire vision.
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5. What is the significance of the sacrifices described in Ezekiel 40-48, and how do they
relate to the sacrifice of Christ?

The sacrifices described in Ezekiel are a major point of contention. Some interpret them
literally as being reinstituted in the Millennial Period as memorials to Christ's sacrifice,
similar to how the Lord's Supper is observed today. Others view them symbolically,
arguing that the re-establishment of animal sacrifices would contradict the finality and
completeness of Christ's atonement as emphasized in the New Testament (especially the
book of Hebrews). Ellison argues that biblical revelation moves forward, not backward,
thus animal sacrifice would be an antiquated symbol.

6. How do different theological perspectives (Premillennialism, Amillennialism)
influence the interpretation of Ezekiel 40-48?

e Premillennialists: Often see Ezekiel 40-48 as a literal depiction of the Millennial
temple and worship, with some believing in the reinstitution of sacrifices as
memorials.

« Amillennialists: Tend to interpret the passage figuratively, seeing it as a symbolic
representation of the Church or the new heavens and the new earth. These
different eschatological frameworks significantly shape how the vision is
understood.

7. What are some alternative interpretations of Ezekiel 40-48 beyond literal and
symbolic?

J. Barton Payne suggests that the prophet's words were (1) a prediction for the past and
they were literal, (2) an injunction for the past, literal, but not carried out, and (3) a
prediction of the present and figurative. Buswell suggests it could refer to the conditions
of the new heaven and the new earth.

8. What is the significance of the East Gate mentioned in Ezekiel 44, and how does it
relate to the Golden Gate in Jerusalem today?

Ezekiel 44 mentions the East Gate being closed until the prince comes. The Golden Gate
in Jerusalem is currently sealed shut, leading some to connect the two. However,
scholars note that the current gate was built in the Middle Ages and may not be directly
related to Ezekiel's visionary temple. Therefore, any direct connection between the two
should be approached cautiously.



