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1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 
 

1. Abstract of Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 29, Ezekiel 40-

48, The Visionary Temple, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 

 Robert Vannoy's lecture on Ezekiel 40-48 focuses on Ezekiel's vision of a new temple, its 

worship, and the division of land. Unlike previous visions, this one lacks explicit 

interpretation within the text, leading to diverse understandings. The lecture breaks 

down the vision into three parts: the description of the visionary temple (Ezekiel 40-43), 

its worship (Ezekiel 44-46), and the boundaries of the land (Ezekiel 47-48). A key 

element discussed is the temple river, originating from the altar and flowing eastward 

with increasing depth and healing properties. The lecture also explores the identity and 

role of the prince mentioned in the text. 

2.  13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 29 –  Double click icon to 

play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Old Testament → Major Prophets → Major Prophets.  
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 29, 

Ezekiel 40-48, The Visionary Temple 

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the 

provided excerpts of Robert Vannoy's lecture on Ezekiel 40-48: 

Briefing Document: Ezekiel 40-48 - The Visionary Temple 

Main Theme: This section of Ezekiel (chapters 40-48) presents a detailed vision of a 

temple, its worship, and the division of the land, all without explicit textual 

interpretation. This lack of direct explanation has led to various interpretations. 

Key Ideas & Facts: 

• The Unexplained Vision: Unlike previous visions in Ezekiel, this vision of the 

temple and land is not accompanied by an explicit explanation from God. "In 

Ezekiel 40-48, you have a description of a vision which Ezekiel receives... There is, 

however, no explanation supplied with it as to what it means." This is a major 

reason for the differences of interpretation. 

• Three Main Sections: The vision can be broadly divided into three sections: 

• Chapters 40-43: The Description of the Visionary Temple. This section provides 

an extremely detailed description of the temple's architecture and 

measurements. "Every small feature of this visionary temple is described and 

measured." Ezekiel is brought to Israel in a visionary experience where a man 

with a measuring rod shows him the temple. 

• Chapters 44-46: The Description of Worship in the Visionary Temple. This 

section outlines the roles of the Levites, priests (descendants of Zadok), and a 

figure called "the prince" in the temple's worship. The east gate is to remain shut 

until the prince will come. "The prince himself is the only one who may sit inside 

the gateway to eat in the presence of the LORD." 
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• Chapters 47-48: The Boundaries and Division of the Land in Ezekiel’s Vision. This 

section describes the boundaries of the land and its division among the tribes of 

Israel, as well as provisions for the prince, priests, and Levites. This section 

contains the imagery of the "temple river" flowing from the temple, becoming 

deeper as it flows eastward and eventually healing the land. "The man brought 

me back to the entrance of the temple, and I saw water coming out from under 

the threshold of the temple toward the east." 

• Detailed Temple Description: The temple's description is highly detailed, with 

specific measurements of walls, gates, chambers, etc. A man with a measuring 

rod and linen cord guides Ezekiel through the temple, measuring every part. "The 

length of the measuring rod in the man's hand was six long cubits... He measured 

the wall; it was one measuring rod thick and one rod high." This level of detail 

raises the question of whether the vision is meant to be taken literally or 

symbolically. 

• Textual Variations: There are textual variants in some versions, particularly 

regarding the measurement of the temple area. Some translations use "reeds" 

while others use "cubits," significantly altering the dimensions. "So you get a 

textual problem with the term cubit or reed, and as I’ve mentioned earlier, a reed 

is six cubits." 

• Return of God's Glory: Ezekiel sees the glory of the Lord returning to the temple 

through the east gate, a significant event as he had previously witnessed its 

departure from Jerusalem. "The glory of the LORD entered the temple through 

the gate facing east." This signifies God's intention to dwell among the Israelites 

forever. 

• Purpose of the Temple: The vision of the temple serves as a reminder of God's 

holiness and prompts the people to be ashamed of their sins. "Son of man, 

describe the temple to the people of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their 

sins." The design and regulations of the temple are meant to teach them the way 

of holiness. 

• The Temple River: A river flows from the temple altar, growing deeper as it 

progresses eastward, eventually healing the land and making the Dead Sea fresh. 

This imagery is reminiscent of Revelation 22. "When it empties into the Sea, the 

water there becomes fresh. Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river 

flows." This raises questions about literal vs. symbolic interpretations. 
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• The Prince: The identity of the "prince" who plays a role in the temple worship is 

debated. He seems to be a significant figure, possibly a representative of the 

Messiah's government or even David himself, but he is not the Messiah himself, 

as he offers sin offerings. 

• Role of Levites and Priests: The Levites, who were responsible for Israel's decline 

into sin, are assigned menial tasks in the temple, while the priests (descendants 

of Zadok) perform the higher priestly functions. "The Levites who went far from 

me... must bear the consequences of their sin... Yet I will put them in charge of 

the duties of the temple." 

• Land Division: The vision includes a detailed description of the land's boundaries 

and its division among the tribes, extending even beyond Damascus. This raises 

questions about its implications for the current political climate in the region. 

• Interpretation Debate: The lecture emphasizes that there are two main 

alternative interpretations of the vision: whether it describes something that was 

to be in a literal sense someday, or whether it is a symbolic picture of something 

for the future. Vannoy seems cautious about drawing firm conclusions. 

• There was never a temple built that looked like the one described by Ezekiel. 

In essence, this lecture excerpt sets the stage for exploring the complexities and various 

interpretations surrounding Ezekiel's vision of the temple and its significance. 
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4.  Study Guide: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 29, Ezekiel 

40-48, The Visionary Temple 

Ezekiel's Visionary Temple: A Study Guide 

I. Quiz 

Answer each question in 2-3 sentences. 

1. What is a key difference between Ezekiel's previous visions and the vision 

described in chapters 40-48? 

2. What are the three main sections into which Ezekiel chapters 40-48 can be 

divided? 

3. Describe the man Ezekiel encounters in his vision and what tools does the man 

have in his possession? 

4. What are the two main alternative interpretations of Ezekiel's vision of the new 

temple? 

5. What textual issue exists in Ezekiel 42:15-20 regarding the units of measurement? 

6. According to Ezekiel 43:3-9, what is entering the temple, and what had caused it 

to leave previously? 

7. According to Ezekiel 43:10-12, what is the purpose of describing the temple to 

the people of Israel? 

8. What is unique about the east gate, and who is allowed to use it, according to 

Ezekiel 44:1-4? 

9. According to lecture, what does Charles Feinberg believe regarding the literal 

temple and the prince? 

10. Describe the progression of the river that flows from the temple in Ezekiel 47. 

II. Quiz Answer Key 

1. Ezekiel's previous visions were typically accompanied by explanations from God 

regarding their meaning, while the vision in chapters 40-48 lacks any explicit 

textual interpretation. This absence of explanation contributes to the varying 

interpretations of this section. 
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2. The three main sections are: the description of the visionary temple (chapters 40-

43), the description of worship in the visionary temple (chapters 44-46), and the 

boundaries and divisions of the land in Ezekiel’s vision (chapters 47-48). 

3. Ezekiel sees a man whose appearance was like bronze; he was standing in the 

gateway with a linen cord and a measuring rod in his hand. The man instructs 

Ezekiel to pay attention to everything he is going to show him. 

4. The two main interpretations are that the vision is either a symbolic 

representation of future events or that it is a literal depiction of a temple that will 

be built in the future. One is symbolic, the other is literal. 

5. A textual problem exists between the terms "cubit" and "reed." The original 

Hebrew uses "reeds," while the Septuagint uses "cubits." Since a reed is equal to 

six cubits, this textual variation significantly impacts the dimensions being 

described. 

6. The glory of the Lord is entering the temple through the east gate. Previously, the 

glory of the Lord had departed from the temple due to the wickedness and 

idolatry of the Israelites. 

7. The purpose is to make the people of Israel ashamed of their sins, to consider the 

plan of the temple, and to understand its design, regulations, and laws. By 

contemplating the holiness embodied in the temple, they should recognize their 

iniquities and turn away from them. 

8. The east gate is to remain shut because the Lord, the God of Israel, has entered 

through it. The prince himself is the only one who may sit inside the gateway to 

eat in the presence of the Lord. 

9. Charles Feinberg believes the temple is a literal temple and that the prince is a 

descendant of David who will represent the Messiah governmentally. This person 

will be a representative of the government of the Messiah, but not the Messiah 

himself. 

10. The river begins as a small stream flowing from the temple altar. As it flows 

eastward, its depth increases at regular intervals: first ankle-deep, then knee-

deep, then waist-deep, and finally becoming a river that is too deep to cross, 

requiring one to swim. 
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III. Essay Questions 

1. Discuss the significance of the detailed measurements provided in Ezekiel 40-43. 

What do these measurements suggest about the nature and purpose of the 

visionary temple? 

2. Compare and contrast the two main interpretations of Ezekiel 40-48: the symbolic 

and the literal. What are the strengths and weaknesses of each interpretation, 

and how do they impact our understanding of the passage? 

3. Analyze the role of the "prince" in Ezekiel 44-46. How does the text describe the 

prince's functions and limitations? What are the different perspectives on the 

identity of the prince, and what evidence supports each view? 

4. Examine the symbolism of the river flowing from the temple in Ezekiel 47. What 

does the river represent, and how does its progression illustrate the 

transformative power of God's presence? 

5. How does the vision of the new temple and land division in Ezekiel 40-48 relate to 

the themes of restoration and hope in the book of Ezekiel? How does this vision 

provide comfort and encouragement to the exiles in Babylon, and what does it 

suggest about God's future plans for Israel? 
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IV. Glossary of Key Terms 

• Visionary Temple: The temple described in Ezekiel 40-48, seen in a vision rather 

than an actual, existing structure. 

• Cubit: An ancient unit of length, approximately 18 inches (short cubit) or 21 

inches (long cubit). 

• Reed: A unit of measurement equal to six cubits, approximately ten and a half 

feet. 

• Septuagint (LXX): The Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. 

• Glory of the Lord: The visible manifestation of God's presence and power. 

• East Gate: A specific gate in the visionary temple, designated for the Lord's entry 

and later reserved primarily for the prince. 

• Prince: A figure mentioned in Ezekiel 44-46 who has a specific role in worship but 

is distinct from the Messiah. The nature of this role is not explained. 

• Levites: Members of the tribe of Levi who served in the temple, often performing 

menial tasks. 

• Priests (Descendants of Zadok): Priests from the line of Zadok, who were 

considered faithful and were given higher priestly functions in the visionary 

temple. 

• Temple River: The river that flows from the temple in Ezekiel 47, symbolizing 

healing and life-giving properties. 

 

  



9 
 

5. FAQs on Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 29, Ezekiel 40-48, 

The Visionary Temple, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

FAQ on Ezekiel 40-48: The Visionary Temple 

• What is unique about the vision described in Ezekiel 40-48 compared to 

Ezekiel's earlier visions? 

• Unlike Ezekiel's previous visions, which were typically accompanied by explicit 

explanations from God, the vision of the temple in Ezekiel 40-48 is presented 

without direct textual interpretation. This lack of immediate explanation 

contributes to the diverse interpretations surrounding this section of the book. 

• How is the content of Ezekiel 40-48 divided thematically? 

• The passage can be divided into three main sections: Ezekiel 40-43 describes the 

visionary temple, Ezekiel 44-46 focuses on the description of worship within the 

temple, and Ezekiel 47-48 details the boundaries and division of the land in 

Ezekiel’s vision. 

• What level of detail is given about the visionary temple in Ezekiel 40-43? 

• Ezekiel 40-43 provides a meticulous description of the visionary temple, where 

every feature is measured and detailed. This includes dimensions of the walls, 

gates, chambers, and the inner house, emphasizing precision in the visionary 

representation. 

• What are the two main interpretations of the visionary temple described in 

Ezekiel 40-48? 

• The two primary interpretations are: 1) The vision depicts a literal temple that will 

be built in the future, and 2) The vision serves as a symbolic representation of 

spiritual realities or future events. 

• Who is the "prince" mentioned in Ezekiel 44-46, and what role does he play in 

the visionary temple? 

• The identity of the "prince" is debated. He seems to function as a vice-regent of 

the Lord, with important roles in worship and governance. The prince offers 

sacrifices and has an inheritance, yet he is distinct from the Messiah and cannot 

be considered a priest. 
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• What is the significance of the river flowing from the temple in Ezekiel 47, and 

how does its depth change? 

• The river flowing from the temple symbolizes spiritual renewal and healing. The 

depth of the river increases as it flows eastward, starting from ankle-deep and 

progressing to knee-deep, waist-deep, and eventually becoming a river too deep 

to cross. This growth signifies the increasing influence and reach of God's 

blessings. The river flows into the Dead Sea and makes the salt water fresh. 

Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. 

• Does the river bring about universal restoration in Ezekiel's vision? 

• No, the restoration is not universal. While the river brings life and healing, the 

vision specifies that "the swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be 

left for salt," indicating that some areas will remain untouched by the river's 

restorative power. 

• What does Ezekiel 43:10-12 suggest about the purpose of the visionary temple? 

• Ezekiel 43:10-12 implies that the temple's design and regulations serve as an 

expression of God's holiness. The people of Israel are to study the plan of the 

temple, be ashamed of their sins, and learn the way of holiness through an 

awareness of the temple's structure and function. 


