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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 25, Ezekiel – Historical Setting and Structure, Tyre, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

 Robert Vannoy's lecture on Ezekiel examines the book's historical context, structure, and prophecies. Vannoy notes Ezekiel is often overlooked but requires historical understanding due to its symbolism. He highlights key dates, including the deportations to Babylon and the fall of Jerusalem, and relates Ezekiel's message to the exiles' difficult circumstances, also addressing the significance of the temple's destruction. The lecture analyzes the prophecies against Tyre, contrasting them with those against Sidon to illustrate prophecy and fulfillment. He explores the structure of Ezekiel, outlining its divisions focused on judgment, restoration, and prophecies. The lecture aims to clarify Ezekiel's role as a prophet during a tumultuous period, offering insights into interpreting his messages and understanding the book's structure.
2.  12 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 25 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Major Prophets  Major Prophets. 



3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 25, Ezekiel – Historical Setting and Structure, TyreTop of Form
Top of Form
Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the provided excerpts of Robert Vannoy's lecture on Ezekiel:
Briefing Document: Ezekiel - Historical Setting and Structure, Tyre
Main Themes:
· The Book of Ezekiel is often Neglected and Difficult to Interpret: Vannoy suggests Ezekiel is often overlooked compared to other Major Prophets due to its reliance on historical context, heavy symbolism, and the initially daunting visionary experience described in the first chapter. "I think, in general, we could say Ezekiel is one of the neglected books of the Old Testament... Perhaps the reason for that is, that Ezekiel, I think, requires a knowledge of the historical background for understanding what’s going on in the book maybe more so than the others. There’s a lot of symbolism in it, and that means it’s hard to interpret."
· Chronological Structure and Historical Context are Key to Understanding Ezekiel: The lecture emphasizes the importance of understanding the historical backdrop of the book, specifically the Babylonian exile and the events leading up to and following the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. "The book has a chronological structure that I’ll say more about later... In 597 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar took into captivity a great number of the people of Judah, including this young King Jehoiachin who had reigned only 3 months."
· Ezekiel's Message Challenged the prevailing beliefs of the Exiles: Ezekiel's prophecies contradicted the exiles' hope for a swift return and restoration, delivering the unwelcome message that the exile would be prolonged and Jerusalem would be destroyed. He also had to contend with the perception that the Babylonian gods were superior to the God of Israel due to Babylon's military victories. "Ezekiel’s task is quite difficult for which the Lord calls Ezekiel to be a prophet. What he has to tell them is the exile is not just a temporary misfortune... Ezekiel has to tell Judah that they would again be overrun, and that Jerusalem would be destroyed... When the Babylonians took Jerusalem, and took the king captive, it was very easy to conclude that the gods of Babylon were greater than the God of Israel."
· The Vision of God's Glory in Chapter 1 was Crucial: Vannoy argues that Ezekiel's vision in the first chapter served to demonstrate the overwhelming power and glory of God, surpassing that of the Babylonian deities, thus reassuring the exiles of God's continued existence and sovereignty, even in the face of Jerusalem's destruction. "Ezekiel has to tell these exiles that the temple in Jerusalem is soon to be destroyed... I think that is quite possibly the reason for the first chapter. In chapter 1, Ezekiel gets this vision of the glory and the power of the God of Israel."
· The Structure of Ezekiel Mirrors Historical Events: The book's structure corresponds to the timeline of events surrounding the exile and the destruction of Jerusalem. It moves from prophecies of judgment against Judah and Jerusalem (chapters 4-24), to prophecies against foreign nations (25-32) during the siege of Jerusalem, to prophecies of future restoration after the city's fall (33-48). "I think the book divides into these sections: in the first 3 chapters you have “Ezekiel’s vision of God and call.” Chapters 4-24, “Messages foretelling and justifying God’s intention to bring judgment on Jerusalem.”...Then chapters 25-32, “Prophesies against foreign nations.” Then chapters 33-48 is: “Prophesies concerning Israel’s future restoration.”
· The Prophecy Against Tyre is Complex and Subject to Interpretation: The lecture delves into the prophecy against Tyre (Ezekiel 26), examining the historical fulfillment of its various aspects. It addresses criticisms that the prophecy failed, arguing that different parts of the prophecy were fulfilled at different times by different nations, specifically highlighting the role of Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander the Great. In contrast, Sidon the sister city to Tyre was never eradicated. "This is Ezekiel 26: “A Prophecy Against Tyre.” ‘I am against you, O Tyre, and I will bring many nations against you, like the sea casting up its waves. They will destroy the walls of Tyre and pull down her towers...I will make you a bare rock, and you will become a place to spread fishnets. You will never be rebuilt...’" "The prophecy against Tyre predicts eradication of the city never to be rebuilt, but in the case of Sidon, Ezekiel says there’s going to be a squatter in its streets. He says nothing about Sidon’s being eradicated as a city, never to be rebuilt. There’s going to be blood in their streets."


Key Ideas/Facts:
· Date of Ezekiel's Vision: Ezekiel's initial vision occurred in 593 B.C., the fifth year of King Jehoiachin's exile. "On the fifth of the month--it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin--the word of the LORD came to Ezekiel..."
· Historical Context: Deportations and Kings: Nebuchadnezzar deported people from Judah in 605 B.C., 597 B.C. (including Ezekiel and King Jehoiachin), and 586 B.C. (the final destruction of Jerusalem). Zedekiah was installed as king by Nebuchadnezzar after Jehoiachin's exile.
· Ezekiel's Contemporaries: Ezekiel was roughly contemporary with Daniel, who was deported earlier in 605 B.C. Ezekiel references Daniel in his prophecies. "In that 605 B.C. deportation Daniel went to Babylon. You find that Daniel and Ezekiel are roughly contemporary... Ezekiel refers to Daniel if you look at Ezekiel 14:14."
· Ezekiel's Silence: There's debate and various interpretations regarding Ezekiel's period of silence mentioned in the book, whether it was literal muteness or a restriction on his prophetic messages. "Yet in 3:26 were read, “I will make your tongue stick to the roof of your mouth so that you will be silent and unable to rebuke them, though they are a rebellious house.”"
· Tyre's Siege and Destruction: The prophecy against Tyre was fulfilled over a long period of time, involving Nebuchadnezzar's siege of the mainland city and Alexander the Great's destruction of the island city. "Nebuchadnezzar had broken down the walls of the mainland city and killed many of the inhabitants, but a lot of the people fled to that island city off the coast... historically it’s clear that happened in 332 B.C. when Alexander the Great laid siege to Tyre."
· Tyre's Final Destruction: Tyre was finally destroyed in 1291 by the Muslims. "It was finally destroyed in 1292 by the Saracens... It never recovered from that blow. And it has remained unoccupied to this day."
· Sidon's Survival: In contrast to Tyre, Sidon, the sister city, was not destroyed and remains an inhabited site. "The prophecy against Tyre predicts eradication of the city never to be rebuilt, but in the case of Sidon, Ezekiel says there’s going to be a squatter in its streets. He says nothing about Sidon’s being eradicated as a city, never to be rebuilt."
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4.  Study Guide: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 25, Ezekiel – Historical Setting and Structure, TyreBottom of Form
Top of Form
Ezekiel: Exile, Judgment, and Restoration
Study Guide
This study guide is designed to help you review the key concepts and themes presented in Robert Vannoy's Lecture 25 on the Book of Ezekiel.
I. Key Themes and Concepts
· The Neglected Book: Understanding why Ezekiel is often overlooked compared to other Major Prophets due to its historical context, symbolism, and challenging visionary experiences.
· Historical Context: Grasping the socio-political situation of Judah during the Babylonian exile, including the deportations of 605, 597, and 586 BC, the reigns of Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah, and the destruction of the Temple.
· Ezekiel's Task: Appreciating the difficulty of Ezekiel's prophetic role in warning the exiles of the extended exile and the destruction of Jerusalem, which was contrary to their patriotic hopes.
· Significance of the Temple's Destruction: Recognizing the theological crisis the Temple's destruction posed to the exiles and understanding how Ezekiel's vision of God's glory in Chapter 1 addresses this crisis.
· Structure of Ezekiel: Familiarizing yourself with the book's four main sections: Ezekiel's vision and call (1-3), messages foretelling judgment on Jerusalem (4-24), prophecies against foreign nations (25-32), and prophecies concerning Israel's future restoration (33-48).
· Chronological Correlation: Understanding how the book's structure and message correlate with the historical events unfolding in Jerusalem and Babylon.
· Prophecies Against Foreign Nations: Analyzing the specific prophecies against Tyre and Sidon, including the different fates predicted for each city and the historical fulfillments of these prophecies.
· Interpreting Prophecy: Navigating the challenges of interpreting Old Testament prophecy, particularly concerning the degree and timing of fulfillment.
II. Quiz (Short Answer)
Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. Why is Ezekiel sometimes considered a "neglected book" of the Old Testament?
2. What is the significance of the year 597 B.C. in the historical context of Ezekiel?
3. Explain the theological crisis the destruction of the Temple posed for the Jewish exiles in Babylon.
4. What is the primary purpose of Ezekiel's vision in Chapter 1?
5. Summarize the four main sections into which the Book of Ezekiel can be divided.
6. How does Ezekiel's message change after the siege of Jerusalem begins (Ezekiel 24:1-2)?
7. What happens in Ezekiel 33:21 that marks another major shift in Ezekiel's prophecies?
8. How did Nebuchadnezzar's siege on Tyre differ from Alexander the Great's?
9. Explain how Ezekiel's prophecy against Tyre has been used both to support and to criticize the reliability of biblical prophecy.
10. How does the prophecy against Sidon contrast with the prophecy against Tyre, and what is the significance of this difference?
III. Quiz Answer Key
1. Ezekiel is often considered a "neglected book" due to its challenging symbolism, the need for a strong understanding of its historical background, and the difficult visionary experiences described in its opening chapters. Many readers are intimidated or confused by these aspects.
2. In 597 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar took many people of Judah into captivity, including King Jehoiachin, after a brief three-month reign. This event marks a major deportation and a pivotal point in the historical context of the Book of Ezekiel, as Ezekiel himself was likely among those exiled during this time.
3. The destruction of the Temple created a theological crisis because it seemed to indicate that the God of Israel was weaker than the gods of Babylon. The exiles struggled to reconcile this defeat with their faith, leading to questions about God's power and presence.
4. The primary purpose of Ezekiel's vision in Chapter 1 is to reveal the glory and power of God to the exiles. This vision reassures them that God is still sovereign and present, even in exile, and that His glory far surpasses that of Babylonian deities.
5. The Book of Ezekiel is divided into four main sections: (1) Ezekiel's vision and call (chapters 1-3); (2) Messages foretelling and justifying God's intention to bring judgment on Jerusalem (chapters 4-24); (3) Prophecies against foreign nations (chapters 25-32); and (4) Prophecies concerning Israel's future restoration (chapters 33-48).
6. After the siege of Jerusalem begins, Ezekiel shifts his message from denouncing the wickedness of the people to prophesying against foreign nations. The point is that with judgment happening, Ezekiel moves on to prophecies against other nations (25-32).
7. In Ezekiel 33:21, a man who escaped from Jerusalem arrives and informs Ezekiel that "The city has fallen!" This marks a shift in Ezekiel's prophecies, as he now turns his focus from judgment to messages of future restoration for Israel (33-48).
8. Nebuchadnezzar's siege of Tyre lasted 13 years but was ultimately unsuccessful, as he never conquered the island city, leading to a negotiated settlement. Alexander the Great, however, conquered Tyre by building a mole (land bridge) using debris from the mainland city, but it was not totally destroyed at this point.
9. Ezekiel's prophecy against Tyre has been used to support the reliability of biblical prophecy due to Alexander the Great's use of the remains of the old city to make a land bridge, but it has also been criticized because Nebuchadnezzar did not fully conquer Tyre as some interpret the prophecy to mean. The debate centers on whether the prophecy refers to a single event or a series of events culminating in the city's final destruction.
10. The prophecy against Sidon differs from that against Tyre in that Ezekiel predicts judgment but not eradication for Sidon. This difference is significant because, unlike Tyre, Sidon is still an inhabited city today, demonstrating a more limited fulfillment of the prophecy.




IV. Essay Questions
1. Discuss the historical and theological significance of the Babylonian exile in understanding the prophecies of Ezekiel.
2. Analyze the structure of the Book of Ezekiel, explaining how the different sections relate to the historical events of the time and the message Ezekiel is conveying.
3. Compare and contrast Ezekiel's prophecies against Tyre and Sidon, explaining the different fates predicted for each city and the extent to which these prophecies have been historically fulfilled.
4. Evaluate the challenges of interpreting Old Testament prophecies, using the example of Ezekiel's prophecy against Tyre to illustrate the complexities involved.
5. Explain the significance of Ezekiel's vision of God's glory in Chapter 1 within the context of the exiles' theological crisis and the destruction of the Temple.


V. Glossary of Key Terms
· Babylonian Exile: The period in Jewish history (597-539 BC) when a significant number of Jews from the Kingdom of Judah were held captive in Babylon.
· Jehoiachin: The king of Judah who reigned for only three months before being taken into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BC.
· Zedekiah: The uncle of Jehoiachin who was appointed king of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar and reigned until the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC.
· Nebuchadnezzar: The king of Babylon responsible for conquering Jerusalem, destroying the Temple, and deporting many Jews into exile.
· Tyre: An ancient Phoenician city known for its maritime trade, against which Ezekiel prophesied destruction.
· Sidon: A sister city of Tyre and another important Phoenician city.
· Temple (of Jerusalem): The central place of worship for the Israelites, destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC.
· Marduk: The chief god of Babylon.
· Mole: A causeway or breakwater, such as the one built by Alexander the Great to conquer the island city of Tyre.
· Eschatology: The part of theology concerned with death, judgment, and the final destiny of the soul and of humankind.
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5. FAQs on Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 25, Ezekiel – Historical Setting and Structure, Tyre, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)

Top of Form
FAQ on the Book of Ezekiel
· Why is Ezekiel often considered a neglected book in the Old Testament?
· Ezekiel is often overlooked due to its heavy reliance on historical context, abundant symbolism which can be difficult to interpret, and the immediate immersion into visionary material, such as the throne chariot of God in chapter 1, which can be off-putting to some readers. Also most people skip to the end (chapters 40-48) to look at Ezekiel's temple.
· What is the chronological setting of the book of Ezekiel, and how does it relate to events in Judah?
· The book is set during the Babylonian exile. Ezekiel's first vision occurs in 593 B.C., which is the fifth year of King Jehoiachin's captivity, who was taken captive in 597 B.C.. This is before the final destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 586 B.C. Ezekiel prophesies to the exiles, warning them that the exile is not temporary and that Jerusalem will be destroyed, a difficult message for the patriotic exiles to accept. There was also an earlier deportation in 605/604 B.C. when Daniel went to Babylon.
· What was the significance of the Temple's destruction in the context of Ezekiel's prophecies?
· The destruction of the Temple by the Babylonians led many to believe that the Babylonian gods were more powerful than the God of Israel. Ezekiel's prophecies, including the vivid vision in chapter 1, aimed to reassure the exiles of God's glory and power, emphasizing that the exile was a form of divine judgment due to Israel's sins, not a sign of Babylonian superiority.
· How is the book of Ezekiel structured, and how does this structure relate to the historical events occurring at the time?
· The book is structured into four main sections:
1. Ezekiel's vision of God and call (chapters 1-3).
2. Messages foretelling and justifying God’s judgment on Jerusalem (chapters 4-24).
3. Prophecies against foreign nations (chapters 25-32).
4. Prophecies concerning Israel's future restoration (chapters 33-48).
· The structure of the book mirrors the unfolding historical events. Up until the siege of Jerusalem, Ezekiel warns of impending judgment. During the siege (starting in Ezekiel 24:1), he shifts his focus to prophesying against foreign nations, and after news of Jerusalem's fall arrives (Ezekiel 33:21), his message turns to future restoration.
· What is the significance of Ezekiel's vision of God in chapter 1?
· The vision of God in Ezekiel chapter 1 serves to demonstrate the glory, power, and transcendence of God, particularly important in a time when the Temple, the traditional symbol of God's presence, was about to be destroyed. The elaborate imagery of the throne chariot and divine beings aims to reassure the exiles that God's power far surpasses that of the Babylonian deities and that God is still present with them even in exile.
· What is Ezekiel's message to the Jewish people in exile?
· Ezekiel's message is complex and unfolds in stages. Initially, he warns the exiles that their captivity is not a short-term misfortune and that Jerusalem will be destroyed as a consequence of their sins. This message shifts to prophecies against foreign nations during the siege of Jerusalem. Finally, after the destruction, Ezekiel's message turns to hope, focusing on future restoration and a renewed relationship with God.
· How can the prophecy against Tyre be understood in light of historical events?
· The prophecy against Tyre in Ezekiel 26 is complex and has been interpreted in various ways. Some view it as a remarkable example of fulfilled prophecy, while others see it as inaccurate due to Nebuchadnezzar's unsuccessful siege. A closer reading suggests that the prophecy involves multiple stages and actors. Nebuchadnezzar initiated the attacks, but the complete destruction of Tyre, including the throwing of its rubble into the sea, was ultimately fulfilled by Alexander the Great when he built a mole to conquer the island city. The final desolation of Tyre occurred much later, highlighting the long-term fulfillment of the prophecy through a succession of historical events.


· How does the prophecy against Sidon differ from the prophecy against Tyre, and what does this reveal?
· While Ezekiel prophesied the complete eradication and permanent desolation of Tyre, the prophecy against Sidon (Ezekiel 28:21-23) predicts punishment and bloodshed but not the city's ultimate destruction. This distinction is significant because, unlike Tyre, Sidon remains an inhabited city to this day. This contrast highlights the specificity and accuracy of Ezekiel's prophecies, demonstrating a nuanced understanding of God's judgment and future plans for different nations.
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