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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 24, Daniel 2 -
Vision of the 4 Kingdoms Statue & Stone, Biblicalelearning.org,
Bel

The lecture focuses on Daniel 2, specifically Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a statue made
of different metals and its interpretation. It explores three different viewpoints on what
the four kingdoms represented by the statue are and what the smashing stone
symbolizes. The first view suggests the climax of the vision is in the time of Antiochus
Epiphanes, with the stone representing a Jewish uprising. The second view places the
climax at the First Advent of Christ, identifying Christ as the stone that strikes the
image, while the third view sees the Second Advent of Christ as the smashing stone.
The lecture will then transition to Daniel 7 to compare and contrast the visions and their
interpretations, to hopefully gain a better understanding of Daniel 2.

2. 14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 24 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Major Prophets = Major Prophets.
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 24,
Daniel 2 — Vision of the 4 Kingdoms Statue & Stone

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the
provided excerpts of Robert Vannoy's lecture on Daniel 2, focusing on the interpretation
of Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the statue and the smashing rock:

Briefing Document: Vannoy on Daniel 2 (Nebuchadnezzar's Dream)
Main Themes and Ideas:

Vannoy's lecture centers on Daniel 2, a pivotal chapter in the Book of Daniel containing
significant prophecies. The chapter recounts Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a large statue
made of different metals (gold, silver, bronze, iron, and iron mixed with clay) and its
subsequent destruction by a rock cut out without human hands. The lecture revolves
around the interpretation of this dream, specifically:

e The Dream and its Immediate Context: Nebuchadnezzar demands that his wise
men not only interpret his dream but also tell him what the dream was. Their
inability leads to a decree for their execution, prompting Daniel to intervene.
Daniel receives the dream and its interpretation through divine revelation. "The
astrologers answered the king, ‘There is not a man on earth who can do what the
king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any
magician or enchanter or astrologer...”"

e Four Kingdoms: The statue represents a succession of four kingdoms. The central
question is: What specific historical kingdoms do these metals symbolize? The
lecture highlights that "it’s clear in this vision, or dream, and its interpretation you
have four kingdoms... The question is: What do they depict? What are the political
kingdoms that are symbolized here?"

e The Smashing Stone: The rock that destroys the statue is a key element. What
does this stone represent? What event or power does it symbolize that ultimately
overthrows the earthly kingdoms?

e Three Interpretive Approaches: Vannoy outlines three major interpretive views
on Daniel 2:



Critical Approach (Antiochus Epiphanes): This view places the climax of the
vision in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes (c. 165 BC). The kingdoms are
interpreted as leading up to this period, and the stone represents a Jewish
uprising against Antiochus. However, Vannoy notes that "whoever wrote this was
mistaken because the Jewish uprising may have gotten rid of Antiochus, but it did
not establish a kingdom that filled the whole earth." This approach, according to
Porteous, includes an apocryphal Median Kingdom. The iron and clay mixed in the
feet of the statue represent intermarriage between the Seleucid and Ptolemaic
dynasties.

First Advent of Christ: This view identifies the kingdoms as Babylonian, Medo-
Persian, Greek, and Roman. The stone represents Christ and the establishment of
his kingdom through his birth, life, death, and resurrection. "With his coming a
new kingdom is established that covers the whole earth." E.J. Young states, "Most
Christian expositors find a reference in Christ and the progress of his
kingdom...The stone...is in order to show it is not prepared by men but by God."

Second Advent of Christ: This view sees the kingdoms as Babylonian, Medo-
Persian, Greek, and Roman, but argues for a distinction within the Roman Empire,
represented by the legs of iron (early Roman Empire) and the feet of iron and clay
(a later, divided phase). The stone represents Christ's Second Coming and the final
establishment of God's eternal kingdom. The interpretation has a problem with
the amount of time involved: "It seems however, like there is too much time
involved, well over 2000 years, and the suggestion of the gap would seem
artificial."

Problems and Objections to Each View: Vannoy discusses weaknesses in each
interpretation:

Critical Approach: Requires an historically inaccurate "Median Kingdom." "You
have got to get four kingdoms before Antiochus Epiphanes, and the only way to
do that that is to create the Median Kingdom and put it in between the
Babylonian and Persian. Historically, that is erroneous."

First Advent: Struggles to account for the extended duration of the Roman
Empire and the distinction between the iron legs and the iron/clay feet. "Where is
the second phase of the fourth kingdom? Where is the distinction between the
legs of iron and the feet of iron and clay?"



o Second Advent: The lengthy duration of the Roman Empire and the "gap"
between the legs and feet seem artificial. "It seems however, like there is too
much time involved, well over 2000 years, and the suggestion of the gap would
seem artificial."

o Connection to Daniel 7: Vannoy emphasizes the importance of comparing Daniel
2 with Daniel 7. He suggests analyzing Daniel 7 independently and then
comparing the two chapters to see how each might illuminate the other. "Let's
look at chapter 7, which parallels chapter 2 and look at chapter 7 independently
initially. Let’s see what’s clear in chapter 7, then compare it to chapter 2 to see
what light it may throw on chapter 2, and what light in chapter 2 may throw back
on chapter 7."

Key Questions Raised:

e What does it mean for the stone to become a mountain that fills the whole
earth? Is this a spiritual kingdom, a literal earthly kingdom established through
the spread of the gospel, or a kingdom to be realized at the Second Advent?

e« How does the distinction between the "legs of iron" and the "feet of iron and
clay" in the fourth kingdom fit into the various interpretive models?

e« How do the parallel visions in Daniel 7 shed light on the interpretation of Daniel
2?

Conclusion (Interim):

Vannoy does not offer a definitive conclusion in these excerpts. He advocates for a
careful, open-minded approach, comparing Daniel 2 and 7 before drawing firm
conclusions about the meaning of Nebuchadnezzar's dream. He stresses the importance
of avoiding forcing the text to fit preconceived ideas or systems.



4. Study Guide: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 24, Daniel 2
— Vision of the 4 Kingdoms Statue & Stone

Daniel's Prophecy of Kingdoms: A Study Guide

I. Study Points

Context of Daniel 2: Understand the circumstances surrounding
Nebuchadnezzar's dream and Daniel's role in interpreting it.

The Dream: Clearly describe the statue in Nebuchadnezzar's dream, noting the
different metals and their arrangement.

The Interpretation: Understand Daniel's interpretation of each metal
representing a kingdom, and the significance of the rock.

Three Interpretive Approaches:Critical Approach (Antiochus Epiphanes): Know
the key figures and timeline associated with the critical approach and identify the
strengths and weaknesses. Be prepared to answer the following question: Why
do critical scholars identify the second kingdom as the apocryphal Median
Kingdom?

First Advent of Christ: Know the key figures and timeline associated with this
approach and identify the strengths and weaknesses.

Second Advent of Christ: Know the key figures and timeline associated with this
approach and identify the strengths and weaknesses.

Comparison with Daniel 7: Be prepared to compare the prophecies in chapters 2
and 7.

Il. Quiz

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each.

1.

What was unique about Nebuchadnezzar's demand of his wise men regarding his
dream?

Briefly describe the statue that Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream.
According to Daniel's interpretation, what does the head of gold represent?

What are the four kingdoms according to the "First Advent of Christ" interpretive
approach?



How does the "critical approach" interpret the rock cut without hands?

According to the lecture, what is a weakness of the "critical approach" to
interpreting Daniel 27?

What is the significance of the stone being "cut out, but not by human hands?"

According to the lecture, what is a weakness of the "First Advent of Christ"
approach to interpreting Daniel 27?

What is the main difference between the Second Advent of Christ and First
Advent of Christ interpretations regarding the fourth kingdom?

10. Why does the lecturer suggest comparing Daniel 2 with Daniel 7 before drawing

firm conclusions?

lll. Quiz Answer Key

1.

Nebuchadnezzar demanded that his wise men not only interpret the dream, but
also tell him what the original dream was, which was an impossible task for them.

The statue was enormous and dazzling, with a head of gold, chest and arms of
silver, belly and thighs of bronze, legs of iron, and feet partly of iron and partly of
baked clay.

According to Daniel, the head of gold represents King Nebuchadnezzar and his
Babylonian empire, signifying his power and glory granted by God.

According to the "First Advent of Christ" interpretive approach, the four kingdoms
are the Babylonian Empire, the Medo-Persian Empire, the Greek Empire, and the
Roman Empire.

The "critical approach" interprets the rock cut without hands as a Jewish uprising
that overthrew Antiochus Epiphanes.

According to the lecture, a weakness of the "critical approach" is that it
necessitates an apocryphal Median Kingdom that has no historical basis.

The stone being "cut out, but not by human hands" signifies that its origin and
power are divine, not of human creation.

According to the lecture, a weakness of the "First Advent of Christ" approach is
that the Roman Empire continued long after the death of Christ, presenting
questions about the meaning of the statue being smashed at the same time.



9. The primary distinction between the Second Advent and First Advent

interpretations lies in the phases of the fourth kingdom; the Second Advent view
posits two phases.

10.The lecturer suggests comparing Daniel 2 with Daniel 7 to gain further insight and

avoid imposing preconceived ideas onto the text, as chapter 7 presents a parallel
vision that might shed light on the interpretation of chapter 2.

IV. Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each of the three major interpretive
approaches to Daniel 2 (Critical, First Advent, Second Advent). Which approach do
you find most compelling, and why?

Explain how the historical context of Antiochus Epiphanes influences the "critical
approach" to interpreting Daniel 2.

Compare and contrast the symbolism of the statue in Daniel 2 with the four
beasts in Daniel 7. How do these parallel visions inform our understanding of
God's plan for world history?

Evaluate the significance of the "rock cut without hands" in Daniel 2. How does its
interpretation differ among the three major approaches, and what are the
theological implications of each interpretation?

If the fourth kingdom represents a single empire, assess its significance within
Daniel 2.



V. Glossary of Key Terms

Nebuchadnezzar: The king of Babylon who had the dream in Daniel 2.
Daniel: A Jewish exile known for his wisdom and ability to interpret dreams.

Statue: The image in Nebuchadnezzar's dream, composed of different metals
representing successive kingdoms.

Babylonian Empire: The kingdom represented by the head of gold in the statue.

Medo-Persian Empire: The kingdom represented by the chest and arms of silver
in the statue.

Greek Empire: The kingdom represented by the belly and thighs of bronze in the
statue.

Roman Empire: The kingdom represented by the legs of iron and feet of iron and
clay in the statue.

Rock Cut Without Hands: The stone that strikes the statue, symbolizing a
kingdom established by God.

Antiochus Epiphanes: A Seleucid king who persecuted the Jews, a central figure
in the critical interpretation.

First Advent of Christ: The birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Second Advent of Christ: The future return of Jesus Christ.

Critical Approach: An interpretive method that focuses on the historical context
and authorship of the text, often dating Daniel to the time of Antiochus
Epiphanes.

Apocryphal Median Kingdom: A theorized kingdom placed between the
Babylonian and Persian empires, primarily by scholars who hold to the critical
approach.



5. FAQs on Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 24, Daniel 2 —
Vision of the 4 Kingdoms Statue & Stone, Biblicalelearning.org
(Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions About Daniel 2: The Vision of the Four Kingdoms
1. What is the central event described in Daniel 2?

Daniel 2 recounts King Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a large statue made of different
metals (gold, silver, bronze, iron, and iron mixed with clay) and its subsequent
interpretation by Daniel. The dream also included a stone "cut out, but not by human
hands" that struck the statue and shattered it, becoming a mountain that filled the
whole earth. This dream is prophetic, revealing a succession of kingdoms and a final,
eternal kingdom established by God.

2. What are the four kingdoms represented by the statue in Daniel 2?
There are varying interpretations.

o Critical Approach: The four kingdoms are identified as the Neo-Babylonian
Empire (gold), a Median kingdom (silver), the Persian Empire (bronze), and the
Greek Empire (iron and clay), culminating in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes.

o First Advent of Christ: The four kingdoms are the Babylonian Empire (gold), the
Medo-Persian Empire (silver), the Greek Empire (bronze), and the Roman Empire
(iron and clay).

o Second Advent of Christ: The first three kingdoms are the same as the second
approach, but the fourth kingdom, the Roman Empire, is split into two phases:
legs of iron (the original Roman Empire) and feet of iron and clay (a later phase).

3. What does the "stone cut out, but not by human hands" symbolize?
The meaning of this stone is also interpreted in different ways:

o Critical Approach: The stone represents a Jewish uprising that would overthrow
Antiochus Epiphanes and establish a lasting kingdom, an expectation which was
not literally fulfilled.

o First Advent of Christ: The stone symbolizes Christ, whose birth, life, death, and
resurrection struck a decisive blow to human empires and established a new,
spiritual kingdom.
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o Second Advent of Christ: The stone represents Christ's Second Coming, when he
will destroy all earthly kingdoms and establish his eternal kingdom.

4. What is the "critical" interpretation of Daniel 2, and what are its weaknesses?

The critical approach interprets the vision as culminating in the time of Antiochus
Epiphanes (around 165 BC). The four kingdoms are seen as Babylon, a Median kingdom,
Persia, and Greece. The stone is interpreted as a Jewish uprising against Antiochus. A
major weakness of this view is the inclusion of an apocryphal "Median Kingdom"
between Babylon and Persia, for which there is little to no historical evidence.

5. What is the interpretation that identifies the "stone" with the First Advent of Christ?
What are possible issues with it?

This interpretation identifies the kingdoms as Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome.
The stone is Christ, whose coming inaugurated God's kingdom. A question that can be
asked when viewing the statue as pertaining to the First Advent is, "If the Roman Empire
corresponds to iron and clay, how does that fit with the First Advent of Christ early in the
Roman Empire, when the Roman Empire continued for so long after this event?"

6. What is the interpretation that identifies the "stone" with the Second Advent of
Christ? What are possible issues with it?

This view generally agrees on the first three kingdoms but divides the Roman Empire
into two phases: the legs of iron and the feet of iron and clay. The stone represents
Christ's Second Coming, when he will establish his eternal kingdom. The main challenge
is the long time span of the Roman Empire, stretching over 2000 years, which some find
artificial. The division between the legs and feet may also appear arbitrary.

7. What is the significance of the "iron mixed with clay" in the fourth kingdom?

Within the critical approach, iron and clay symbolize intermarriages between the
Seleucid and Ptolemaic royal families in the Greek period. Advocates of this view state
that these intermarriages did not lead to stable friendships between the two families.
Other approaches do not focus so heavily on the "iron mixed with clay."

8. Why is Daniel 7 important for understanding Daniel 2?

Daniel 7 contains a parallel vision of four beasts representing four kingdoms. Examining
Daniel 7 alongside Daniel 2 can shed light on the identification of the kingdoms and the
nature of God's ultimate kingdom. Comparing the visions helps to avoid imposing
preconceived ideas on either passage and allows for a more comprehensive
understanding of the prophecies.



