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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 23, Daniel 8, 

Part 2, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 

This lecture from Robert Vannoy explores Daniel chapter 8, focusing on the vision of the 

ram and goat and its interpretation. The lecture primarily identifies Antiochus Epiphanes 

as the "little horn" described in the prophecy and examines the desecration of the 

temple. The lecture then examines the question of whether the little horn refers to the 

Antichrist or is a dual reference. Four major views on the book of Daniel are presented: 

the historical view, the futuristic view, the dual fulfillment view, and the typical view. 

Finally, the lecture explains three basic approaches to interpreting the book of Daniel: 

the critical approach, an orthodox approach focused on Christ's first advent, and a view 

emphasizing Antiochus Epiphanes and the end times. 

2.  22 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 23 –  Double click icon to 

play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Old Testament → Major Prophets → Major Prophets.  
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 23, 

Daniel 8, Part 2 

Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from 

the provided excerpt of Robert Vannoy's lecture on Daniel 8, focusing on Antiochus 

Epiphanes, interpretations of the "2300 days," and different approaches to interpreting 

the Book of Daniel: 

Briefing Document: Vannoy on Daniel 8 

Main Themes: 

• Daniel 8 Vision Overview: Vannoy reviews the vision in Daniel 8, featuring the 

ram with two horns, the goat with a great horn (and subsequent four horns), and 

the "little horn" that grows exceedingly great. He emphasizes the importance of 

understanding both the vision (verses 1-14) and its interpretation (verses 20-27). 

• Antiochus Epiphanes as the "Little Horn": A central argument is that the "little 

horn" described in Daniel 8:9-12 and 8:23-25 is primarily a reference to Antiochus 

Epiphanes, a Seleucid ruler who persecuted the Jews and desecrated the temple 

in Jerusalem. The lecture goes into detail on how Antiochus's actions, such as 

stopping the daily sacrifice, align with the prophecy. 

• "So verses 23-25 seem to be descriptive of this “king of fierce countenance” and 

to fit adequately what we know of the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes." 

• Interpretation of the "2300 Days" (Daniel 8:13-14): Vannoy delves into the 

complex issue of the "2300 days" mentioned in the vision, discussing various 

interpretations, including the view that it represents 1150 days (half the period, 

relating to morning and evening sacrifices) and the more widely accepted view 

that it represents 2300 days. He connects this period to the time of Antiochus's 

abominations. 

• "The issue that’s caused the discussion is that reference to 2300 days… 

Innumerable explanations have been attempted to make the 2300 days coincide 

with the history of Antiochus... Taking all the evidence into consideration, the 

best conclusion is that the 2300 days in Daniel are fulfilled in the period from 171 

B.C., culminating in the death of Antiochus in 164." 
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• The "King of Fierce Countenance": Antiochus, Antichrist, or Both?: Vannoy 

explores the debate about whether the "king of fierce countenance" refers solely 

to Antiochus, solely to the Antichrist, or represents a dual fulfillment. He presents 

four main views: 

1. Historical View: All of Daniel 8 has been fulfilled in Antiochus. 

2. Futuristic View: All of Daniel 8 refers to the Antichrist and is yet to be fulfilled. 

3. Dual Fulfillment View: Daniel 8 is a prophetic reference to both Antiochus and 

the end-times Antichrist. 

4. Typical View: Antiochus is a type or prefigurement of similar events and 

personages at the end of the age. 

• "Although a great deal of variation is found in details of interpretation, four major 

views emerge: (1) the historical view that all of Daniel 8 has been fulfilled; (2) the 

futuristic view, the idea that it is entirely future… Thirdly the view based upon the 

principle of dual fulfillment of prophecy… And then fourthly, the view that the 

passage is prophecy, historically fulfilled [namely in Antiochus] but intentionally 

typical [i.e., a type; or prefigurement] of similar events and personages at the end 

of the age." 

• Vannoy's Preference for the "Typical View": While acknowledging the popularity 

of the dual fulfillment view (especially within Scofield Bible interpretations), 

Vannoy expresses a preference for the "typical view." He argues that Antiochus 

serves as a type, foreshadowing the Antichrist, but he cautions against reading 

additional details into the prophecy that go beyond the type itself. He believes 

this avoids the pitfalls of multiple senses or meanings within the scripture. 

• "Now, the alternative to that is the typical view, which to me is much more 

attractive, which would say: Yes it’s speaking of Antiochus, but Antiochus as a 

person typifies the Antichrist, and in that sense it points forward to the Antichrist. 

I don’t think that there is any doubt that Antiochus is a type of the Antichrist. And 

it seems to me that that’s to be preferred." 

• Basic Approaches to the Book of Daniel: Vannoy outlines three primary 

approaches to interpreting the Book of Daniel: 

1. Critical Approach: The book was written around 165 BC during the time of 

Antiochus Epiphanes. This view questions the book's prophetic authenticity and 

historical reliability. 
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2. Orthodox View (Amillennial, First Advent Focus): This view, often held by those 

with an amillennial eschatology, focuses on the First Advent of Christ as the 

primary fulfillment of the prophecies. 

3. Focus on Antiochus and the End Times (Second Advent): This orthodox view 

emphasizes Antiochus Epiphanes and the divine intervention at the end times 

when God's kingdom will be established, with less stress on the First Advent. 

• "There are many variations of approach to the interpretation of Daniel, but I think 

most of them can be reduced to three main categories… The first is the critical 

approach… Second view. I’ll call this an orthodox view, but a view that finds its 

stress, or primary stress, of the book in the prophetic sections on the first coming 

of Christ… A third view… finds the focus of the book to be primarily on Antiochus 

Epiphanes and the persecution under him, and on divine intervention in human 

affairs at the end times when God’s kingdom will be established." 

Key Ideas and Facts: 

• Daniel 8 describes a vision with symbolic figures (ram, goat, horns) representing 

kingdoms and rulers. 

• Antiochus Epiphanes is a key figure in the interpretation of Daniel 8, particularly 

as the "little horn" who desecrated the temple. 

• The "2300 days" in Daniel 8:13-14 have been interpreted in various ways, most 

commonly as a period lasting from 171 BC to 164 BC, encompassing Antiochus's 

reign. 

• There is a significant debate about whether prophecies in Daniel 8 have a single 

fulfillment in Antiochus, a future fulfillment in the Antichrist, or a dual fulfillment 

in both. 

• Vannoy favors the typical view, seeing Antiochus as a type or foreshadowing of 

the Antichrist. 

• Interpretations of Daniel often fall into three main categories: critical, orthodox 

(First Advent), and orthodox (Antiochus/Second Advent). 
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Quotes Illustrating Key Points: 

• "Out of one of them came forth a little horn which grew exceedingly great, toward 

the south, toward the east, toward the pleasant land." (Daniel 8:9 - King James 

Version, quoted to illustrate the "little horn" which Vannoy associates with 

Antiochus) 

• "Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host and by him the daily 

sacrifice was taken away." (Daniel 8:11 - King James Version, quoted to describe 

Antiochus' actions in the temple) 

• "Unto 2,300 days, then shall the sanctuary be cleansed." (Daniel 8:14 - King James 

Version, the verse at the center of the debate about the "2300 days") 

• "Two ends seem to be in view here: historically the end of the third empire, 

prophetically the end of the times of the Gentiles.” (The New Scofield Bible, 

illustrating the dual fulfillment view) 

• "The linguistic evidence, the fact that the visions reveal a vague knowledge of the 

Babylonian/Persian period and an increasingly accurate knowledge of the Greek 

period up to and including the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes... suggest a date for 

the book shortly before 164." (Norman Porteous, representing the critical 

approach) 

Implications: 

Understanding the different interpretations of Daniel 8 is crucial for comprehending the 

various theological perspectives on prophecy, history, and eschatology. The debate over 

Antiochus and the Antichrist highlights the complexities of interpreting biblical prophecy 

and the ongoing discussion about whether prophecy has single, dual, or typical 

fulfillments. 

  



6 
 

4.  Study Guide: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 23, Daniel 8, 

Part 2 

Daniel 8 Study Guide: Antiochus Epiphanes and the End Times 

I. Quiz (Short Answer) 

1. Who is Antiochus Epiphanes, and what kingdom did he rule? 

2. What actions did Antiochus Epiphanes take that desecrated the temple in 

Jerusalem? 

3. Explain the significance of the "2300 days" mentioned in Daniel 8:14 and how 

some scholars interpret this timeframe. 

4. Briefly describe the "critical approach" to the Book of Daniel, including its view on 

the author and date of composition. 

5. What are the four major views regarding the fulfillment of Daniel 8 as proposed 

by Walvoord, and briefly explain each. 

6. Explain what the term "dual fulfillment" means in the context of interpreting 

prophecy. 

7. How does the "typical view" differ from the "dual fulfillment" view when 

interpreting Daniel 8? 

8. In the context of Daniel 8, what is meant by the phrase "the time of the end," and 

why is its interpretation debated? 

9. Describe the "orthodox view," (specifically the "Amillennial view") of Daniel, 

focusing on its emphasis on the First Advent of Christ. 

10. According to Young, what two common interpretations of Daniel does he attempt 

to refute in his commentary? 

II. Quiz Answer Key 

1. Antiochus Epiphanes was a Seleucid ruler who reigned in the 2nd century BCE. He 

is known for his persecution of the Jews and desecration of the temple in 

Jerusalem. 

2. Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the temple by polluting the altar, stopping the 

daily sacrifices, and erecting a Greek altar in the temple, which is referred to as 

the "abomination of desolation." 
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3. The "2300 days" refers to a period of desecration and transgression. Some 

scholars interpret this as a literal 2300 days, while others see it as 1150 days 

(representing morning and evening sacrifices). The period is often linked to the 

time between 171 B.C. and 164 B.C., culminating in the death of Antiochus and 

the subsequent cleansing of the temple. 

4. The "critical approach" suggests that the Book of Daniel was written around 165 

B.C., during the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, by an author who was observing 

the events unfolding. This view questions the book's authenticity as genuine 

prophecy, arguing it is history written in retrospect. 

5. The four views are: (1) the historical view (all fulfilled in Antiochus), (2) the 

futuristic view (all refers to the Antichrist), (3) the dual fulfillment view (partially 

fulfilled in Antiochus and will be completely fulfilled at the end of the age), and 

(4) the typical view (Antiochus is a type or prefigurement of similar events and 

personages at the end of the age). 

6. "Dual fulfillment" means a prophecy is fulfilled partially in the past, such as with 

Antiochus Epiphanes, but also foreshadows a future event that will completely 

fulfill the prophecy, often related to the Antichrist or the end times. 

7. The "typical view" sees Antiochus as a "type" or symbol of the Antichrist, meaning 

his actions foreshadow those of the Antichrist, but the prophecy itself speaks 

directly of Antiochus and the events of his time. The "dual fulfillment" view 

suggests the prophecy has two distinct, simultaneous fulfillments. 

8. "The time of the end" can be understood as either the end of the Old Testament 

period and the persecution under Antiochus, or as an eschatological end-time 

period associated with the Antichrist and the Second Coming of Christ. The 

debate stems from whether the prophecies are limited to historical events or 

have broader, future implications. 

9. The "orthodox view" emphasizes the prophecies in Daniel as pointing to the First 

Advent of Christ. Proponents of this view, like E.J. Young, argue that events in 

Daniel, such as the destruction of the image in Chapter 2, symbolize the 

establishment of God's kingdom through Christ's birth, life, and death. 

10. Young attempts to refute the critical view of Daniel and Dispensationalism 

because critical scholars question the traditional authorship and date of the book, 

while dispensationalists interpret the prophecies as relating to a future seven-

year period following the Second Advent. 
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III. Essay Questions 

1. Discuss the different interpretations of the "little horn" in Daniel 8, focusing on 

the historical, futuristic, dual fulfillment, and typical views. Which view do you 

find most convincing, and why? 

2. Compare and contrast the "critical approach" and the "orthodox view" of the 

Book of Daniel. How do their assumptions about authorship and date of 

composition influence their interpretations of the prophecies? 

3. Explain the significance of Antiochus Epiphanes in the Book of Daniel. To what 

extent is he the primary focus, and how do different interpretive approaches 

handle his role in the prophecies? 

4. Analyze the concept of "dual fulfillment" in prophecy, using examples from Daniel 

8. What are the strengths and weaknesses of this interpretive approach, and how 

does it relate to the "typical view"? 

5. Trace the different perspectives and approaches (critical, orthodox, dual, typical, 

and futuristic) to interpreting the Book of Daniel, and assess how their 

assumptions about the date, authorship, and genre of the book affect their 

interpretation of key prophecies. 

 

IV. Glossary of Key Terms 

• Antiochus Epiphanes: A Seleucid ruler (c. 215-164 BCE) who persecuted the Jews 

and desecrated the Temple in Jerusalem. 

• Seleucid Empire: One of the Hellenistic kingdoms that emerged after the death of 

Alexander the Great, ruling over a large part of the Middle East. 

• Ptolemaic Kingdom: Another Hellenistic kingdom that arose after Alexander the 

Great's death, primarily based in Egypt. 

• Desecration: The act of violating or profaning something sacred, especially a 

religious site or object. 

• Abomination of Desolation: An act of desecration that pollutes a holy place, 

often used in reference to Antiochus Epiphanes' actions in the Temple. 

• The Host of Heaven: In Daniel 8, often interpreted as a figurative way of 

describing godly people or believers. 
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• Critical Approach: An interpretive method that views the Book of Daniel as 

written during the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, rather than during the 

Babylonian exile. 

• Orthodox View: A traditional interpretive approach that affirms the historical 

accuracy and prophetic nature of the Book of Daniel, often with an emphasis on 

the First Advent of Christ. 

• Amillennialism: A theological view that the millennium mentioned in Revelation 

is symbolic and is being fulfilled in the present age. 

• Dual Fulfillment: An interpretation of prophecy where a prophecy is fulfilled in 

part in the past but also has a future, complete fulfillment. 

• Typical View: An interpretation of prophecy where a historical person or event 

serves as a "type" or symbol of a future person or event. 

• Dispensationalism: A theological system that divides history into distinct periods 

or "dispensations" and emphasizes a literal interpretation of prophecy, often with 

a focus on the Second Advent of Christ. 

• Eschatology: The study of end-time events and the ultimate destiny of humanity 

and the world. 

• The Time of the End: A phrase used in Daniel, often debated as referring either to 

the period of Antiochus Epiphanes or to the eschatological end times. 

• Second Advent: The Christian belief in the future return of Jesus Christ to Earth. 
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5. FAQs on Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 23, Daniel 8, Part 

2, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions on Daniel 8 (and related themes) 

• What is the main subject of Daniel chapter 8? Daniel 8 primarily concerns a 

vision of a ram and a goat, which represents the rise and fall of the Medo-Persian 

and Greek empires, respectively. A "little horn" emerges from one of the divisions 

of the Greek empire, which many interpret as Antiochus Epiphanes, a Seleucid 

ruler. He persecuted the Jews and desecrated the temple in Jerusalem. However, 

the question of whether the little horn represents Antiochus alone, or the 

Antichrist, or both is a major point of discussion. 

• Who is Antiochus Epiphanes, and what did he do that is relevant to Daniel 8? 

Antiochus Epiphanes was a Seleucid king (a successor kingdom to Alexander the 

Great's empire). According to the source, he attacked the Ptolemaic kingdom in 

Egypt but was forced to withdraw by Roman forces. Upon his return, he vented 

his anger on Jerusalem, desecrating the Jewish temple by polluting the altar and 

stopping the daily sacrifices. This is seen as a key fulfillment of the actions of the 

"little horn" described in Daniel 8. 

• What is the significance of the "2300 days" mentioned in Daniel 8:14? The 2300 

days represent a period of time during which the sanctuary and the host (godly 

people) will be trampled underfoot. Interpretations vary, but a common view is 

that these days correspond to the period from approximately 171 B.C. to 164 B.C., 

encompassing Antiochus Epiphanes's rule and ending with his death. This 

timeframe aligns with his desecration of the temple and persecution of the Jews. 

Alternative interpretations suggest half this time to reflect the morning and 

evening sacrifices. 

• What does the phrase "host of heaven" refer to in Daniel 8:10? Most 

commentators believe that "the host of heaven" is a figurative way to describe 

godly people, or believers. The little horn's growth even to the host of heaven and 

the casting down of some of the host signifies the persecution and oppression of 

godly people by Antiochus Epiphanes. This imagery connects with the symbolism 

used elsewhere in scripture to describe God's people, such as Abraham's 

descendants being as numerous as the stars of heaven. 
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• What are the main approaches to interpreting the book of Daniel, and which 

approach is preferred by the author of this source? The source outlines three 

main approaches: 

1. The Critical Approach: Views the book as written around 165 B.C. during 

Antiochus's time, not as authentic prophecy, but as historical reflection. 

2. The Orthodox (Amillennial) View: Emphasizes the First Advent of Christ and the 

establishment of God's kingdom during the Roman period. 

3. The Antiochus/End Times View: Focuses on both Antiochus Epiphanes's 

persecution and divine intervention at the end times, particularly concerning 

Christ's Second Coming. 

4. The author seems to favor a variation of the third approach, emphasizing 

Antiochus as a "type" of the Antichrist, rather than a strict "dual fulfillment" 

where the prophecy refers simultaneously to both figures with specific 

overlapping details. He stresses the single meaning of the original text and how it 

is later exemplified. 

• What is the difference between "dual fulfillment" and a "typical" interpretation 

of prophecy? 

• Dual Fulfillment: This suggests that a prophecy has two distinct fulfillments – one 

in the historical past (e.g., Antiochus Epiphanes) and another in the future (e.g., 

the Antichrist). The prophecy is interpreted as referring directly and 

simultaneously to both events. 

• Typical Interpretation: This views a historical person, event, or institution (e.g., 

Antiochus) as a "type" or foreshadowing of a future person, event, or institution 

(e.g., the Antichrist). The original prophecy has one primary fulfillment (in 

Antiochus), but Antiochus's actions serve as a pattern or symbol for the future 

Antichrist. The emphasis is on the similar kind of action, without necessarily 

requiring identical, detail-for-detail parallels. 
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• What does the phrase "the time of the end" signify in the context of Daniel 8? 

Interpretations of "the time of the end" vary. Some believe it refers specifically to 

the time of Antiochus Epiphanes and the end of the Old Testament period. Others 

interpret it as referring to the eschatological end times associated with the 

Antichrist and the Second Coming of Christ. A dual fulfillment approach suggests 

that the phrase has both a near fulfillment in Antiochus's time and a later 

fulfillment in the end times. The author contends it can adequately be 

understood as the end of the Old Testament period, with typology coming in 

because Antiochus embodies a personification of evil that will reappear in a more 

intense form in the Antichrist. 

• Is there biblical warrant to typologize? Some say the only legitimate type is one 

that is identified as such by some other Scripture. The source author's view is 

that's too narrow. He favors Vos's idea: that if you use symbolism as a gateway to 

typology and you keep the same truth, whatever the truth is that’s being 

symbolized, that same truth, if it reappears at a later point in redemptive history, 

that symbol can be the gateway to typology if you keep the same truth in the line 

of progression of redemptive history. 


