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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 13, 

Authenticity Arguments (Isa. 40-66), Major Themes, 

Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 

 Robert Vannoy's lecture explores the authenticity and authorship of Isaiah 40-66, 

addressing arguments that suggest a different author from Isaiah. The lecture 

examines the historical background of the text, particularly its relevance to Isaiah's 

contemporary audience and the prediction of the Babylonian exile, and then questions 

the relevance of Second Isaiah to Isaiah's contemporaries. It presents arguments for 

Isaiahanic authorship based on manuscript evidence and New Testament references. 

Vannoy also discusses the "symphonic structure" of Isaiah 40-66, comparing its themes 

to a musical composition, and identifying major themes such as comfort, God's power, 

futility of idolatry, God's omniscience, and the servant of the Lord. Ultimately, the 

lecture defends the unity and Isaiahanic authorship of the entire Book of Isaiah against 

critical views. 

2.  18 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 13 –  Double click icon to 

play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Old Testament → Major Prophets → Major Prophets.  
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 13, 

Authenticity Arguments (Isa. 40-66), Major Themes 

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the 

provided excerpts of Robert Vannoy's lecture on the Major Prophets, specifically 

focusing on Isaiah 40-66. 

Briefing Document: Vannoy on Isaiah 40-66 

Subject: Analysis of Isaiah 40-66: Authorship, Themes, and Relevance 

Source: Excerpts from Robert Vannoy, Major Prophets, Lecture 13 

Main Focus: This lecture addresses the critical arguments surrounding the authorship of 

Isaiah 40-66 (Deutero-Isaiah), arguing against the idea of multiple authors. It also 

explores the major themes within Isaiah 40-66 and proposes a "symphonic" structure for 

understanding the organization of the text. 

Key Arguments Against Deutero-Isaiah (and Responses): 

• Differing Concepts and Ideas: Critics argue that the concepts and ideas in Isaiah 

40-66 differ from those in Isaiah 1-39, suggesting a different author. 

• Different Language and Style: Critics cite differences in language and style as 

evidence of separate authorship. 

• Historical Background: This is presented as the crucial argument. Isaiah 40-66 

assumes the exile, mentions Cyrus by name, and offers a message of hope, 

contrasting with the warning and judgment in Isaiah 1-39. Vannoy states, "Really, 

that historical background issue, it seems to me, is the crucial argument. It boils 

down to the issue of whether or not you are willing to accept the possibility of 

genuine prediction, and divine revelation, in connection with that." If one rejects 

the possibility of predictive prophecy, then it is argued that Isaiah could not have 

written about the exile and Cyrus before they happened. 

• Response: Vannoy argues that the content of Isaiah 40-66 does have relevance 

for Isaiah's contemporary audience. He suggests that during the reign of 

Manasseh, Isaiah may have ministered privately to the godly remnant who 

recognized the inevitability of exile. The message of comfort and hope in Isaiah 

40-66 would have been relevant to them, preparing them for the coming 

judgment and offering assurance that it would not be the end of the nation. 
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Further, both Isaiah and Micah predicted exile in Babylon, not Assyria, showing 

predictive capability. 

• Prophecy Example: Isaiah 39 details a visit from Merodach-Baladan of Babylon 

and Isaiah's prophecy to Hezekiah that Judah would be taken into captivity in 

Babylon, a prophecy that would be fulfilled later, at a time when Babylon was not 

yet the dominant power. Vannoy says "But here is a specific prediction that God 

gives to Isaiah to pass on to the people: that captivity is going to come; and it’s 

not just going to be to Assyria that was a major power, it’s going to be to the city 

of Babylon." 

Arguments for Isaiahanic Authorship/Authenticity: 

1. Lack of Manuscript Evidence: There are no existing manuscripts of Isaiah 

separated into distinct sections. "First one is: there’s no manuscript evidence that 

the book ever existed in anything but its present, unified form." The Dead Sea 

Scrolls and Septuagint contain the entire book of Isaiah as a unified whole. 

2. New Testament Witness: The New Testament consistently attributes quotations 

from both Isaiah 1-39 and Isaiah 40-66 to Isaiah. Examples provided: 

• John 12:38-40 quotes Isaiah 53:1 and Isaiah 6:9, attributing both to Isaiah. John 

12:41 adds, "Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him.” 

• Luke 4:17 quotes Isaiah 61 (from Isaiah 40-66) and identifies it as "the scroll of 

the prophet Isaiah." 

• Acts 8:30 refers to the Ethiopian Eunuch reading from Isaiah 53 (from Isaiah 40-

66) and identifies it as "Isaiah the prophet." 

The "Symphonic Structure" of Isaiah 40-66: 

• Vannoy, drawing on the work of Dr. MacRae, argues that Isaiah 40-66 is not 

arranged in a logical, linear fashion like a formal address or historical treatise. 

• Instead, it is structured more like a musical symphony, with themes introduced, 

developed, and then revisited in a non-linear way. Vannoy says "the structure of 

the material moves from one theme to another theme to another theme, and 

sometimes those movements are very abrupt." 

• This structure is seen as an appeal to the emotional and psychological needs of 

people suffering in exile. 
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Major Themes of Isaiah 40-66 (that are interwoven like musical motifs): 

1. Comfort: Deliverance is coming, both in a general sense and specifically from 

exile. 

2. God's Power: Emphasis on God's existence, creative power, and sovereignty in 

history, assuring people that His promises will be fulfilled. This emphasizes God's 

ability to deliver. Vannoy states "Then you have the theme of God’s power. Under 

God’s power I put stress on his existence, his creative power, and his sovereignty 

in history. But I think with this theme it’s brought in to assure God’s people that 

his promises will be fulfilled." 

3. Futility of Idolatry: Contrasting the weakness of Babylonian idols with the power 

of Yahweh. 

4. God's Omniscience: Emphasizing God's ability to predict the future, with specific 

reference to the prophecies of Babylonian exile and Cyrus's rise. Vannoy mentions 

"One particular line of proof is particularly stressed, and that line of proof is: I 

predicted you would go into captivity to Babylon, not to Assyria, and you went 

into captivity to Babylon. I predicted that Cyrus would deliver you, and now Cyrus 

is on the scene." 

5. The Servant of the Lord: A recurring theme that culminates in Isaiah 53, depicting 

the suffering servant. This theme is related to the others, as Vannoy describes: 

"Exile is not the major problem or even the fundamental problem...more 

fundamental than the exile was the sin problem, because it was sin that led to 

exile. The servant comes to deal with that more basic problem, the sin 

problem..." 

Implications of Josiah's Reformation: 

The lecture touches on Josiah's reformation and whether it might have reversed the 

coming exile. However, 2 Kings 23:26 is cited to demonstrate that the Lord's anger 

remained due to Manasseh's earlier wickedness, so the exile was still inevitable. 

Conclusion: 

Vannoy's lecture defends the traditional view of a single author for the entire book of 

Isaiah. He does so by refuting the arguments for multiple authorship and by highlighting 

the internal consistency and thematic unity of the book. The "symphonic" structure 

provides a helpful framework for understanding the seemingly disjointed arrangement 

of Isaiah 40-66. 
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4.  Study Guide: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 13, 

Authenticity Arguments (Isa. 40-66), Major Themes 

Isaiah: Authorship, Themes, and Structure 

Study Guide 

This study guide is designed to help you review and understand the key concepts 

presented in the provided excerpt from Robert Vannoy's lecture on the Book of Isaiah. It 

covers the arguments for and against the traditional authorship of Isaiah 40-66 

(Deutero-Isaiah), the historical context, and the major themes within these chapters. 

I. Authenticity Arguments (Deutero-Isaiah) 

• Critical View: Isaiah 40-66 was not written by Isaiah but by an anonymous author 

(or authors) during the late exilic period. 

• Arguments Against Traditional Authorship:Different Concepts and Ideas: The 

theological concepts and overall message in Isaiah 40-66 differ from Isaiah 1-39. 

• Difference in Language and Style: The writing style and vocabulary in Isaiah 40-66 

differ from Isaiah 1-39. 

• Historical Background: Isaiah 40-66 assumes the Babylonian exile has already 

occurred and mentions Cyrus by name, while Isaiah 1-39 is set before the exile. 

This is considered the most crucial argument by critics, as it relies on the 

perceived impossibility of accurate prophecy. 

• Relevance for Isaiah's Contemporary Audience Critics argue that Isaiah 40-66 is 

of no relevance to Isaiah's contemporary audience. However, Vannoy suggests 

that Isaiah ministered privately to the faithful remnant during the reign of 

Manasseh, offering comfort and hope in the face of inevitable judgment. The 

message of future deliverance would resonate with those facing apostasy and 

persecution. 

II. Arguments for Authenticity 

• Manuscript Evidence: No manuscript evidence exists of Isaiah being divided until 

modern times. The Dead Sea Scrolls (Isaiah Scroll) and the Septuagint contain the 

entire book as a unified whole. 
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• New Testament Witness: The New Testament consistently attributes both Isaiah 

1-39 and Isaiah 40-66 to the prophet Isaiah. Specific examples include: 

• John 12:38-41 (Isaiah 6:9 and 53:1) 

• Luke 4:17 (Isaiah 61) 

• Acts 8:30 (Isaiah 53) 

III. Chronological Context 

• Isaiah's ministry spanned the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, and 

continued into the reign of Manasseh. 

• The historical section (Isaiah 36-39) ends with a prophecy of exile to Babylon, 

delivered during the time of Hezekiah. This prophecy is significant because 

Babylon was not yet the dominant power at that time. 

• Micah, Isaiah's contemporary, also predicted exile to Babylon. 

• While Josiah's reformation demonstrated a national return to God, it did not avert 

the coming exile due to the sins of Manasseh. 

• Vannoy argues that God predicted an exile was coming and that there would also 

be deliverance from that exile. 

IV. Structure of Isaiah 40-66 

• Symphonic Structure: Vannoy, following Dr. MacRae, proposes that Isaiah 40-66 is 

structured like a musical symphony rather than a logical argument or historical 

treatise. Themes are introduced, developed, and revisited in a non-linear fashion. 

• Literary Style: The literary style is complex and difficult to analyze. 

• Emotional Appeal: The symphonic structure is thought to appeal to the 

emotional and psychological needs of those suffering in exile. 

• Lack of Agreement: Scholars disagree on a consistent arrangement of themes and 

a logical principle of arrangement, supporting the "symphonic structure" of the 

themes. 

V. Major Themes of Isaiah 40-66 

• Comfort:Deliverance (general and specific deliverance from exile) 

• Assurance for those in misery 
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• God's Power:Existence, creative power, and sovereignty in history 

• Assurance that God's promises will be fulfilled 

• Contrast with the weakness of Babylonian idols 

• Futility of Idolatry:Contrast between Yahweh and Babylonian deities/idols 

• Critique of idol worship 

• God's Omniscience:Ability to predict the future (e.g., exile to Babylon, Cyrus as 

deliverer) 

• Proof of God's power through fulfilled prophecy 

• The Servant of the Lord:Scattered references throughout the book, including the 

"Servant Songs" 

• Connection to deliverance from exile: the Servant addresses the underlying sin 

problem that led to the exile 

Quiz 

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each. 

1. What are the three main arguments used to support the Deutero-Isaiah theory? 

2. Why is the "historical background" argument considered the most crucial 

argument by critics of Isaiahanic authorship? 

3. What evidence is presented to counter the claim that Isaiah 40-66 was irrelevant 

to Isaiah's contemporary audience? 

4. What manuscript evidence supports the unity of the Book of Isaiah? 

5. Give an example of how the New Testament attributes authorship of both Isaiah 

1-39 and Isaiah 40-66 to the prophet Isaiah. 

6. What is the significance of Isaiah's prophecy to Hezekiah regarding exile to 

Babylon? 

7. Explain the "symphonic structure" proposed by Dr. MacRae regarding the 

organization of Isaiah 40-66. 

8. According to Vannoy, why is the traditional logical or thematic structure hard to 

find? 
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9. What is the relationship between God's power and the theme of comfort in Isaiah 

40-66? 

10. How does the "Servant of the Lord" theme integrate with the larger emphasis on 

deliverance from exile? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. The three main arguments for Deutero-Isaiah are the differences in 

concepts/ideas, language/style, and historical background between Isaiah 1-39 

and Isaiah 40-66. Critics assert these differences indicate different authors writing 

in different time periods. 

2. The "historical background" argument is crucial because it challenges the 

possibility of genuine prediction and divine revelation. Critics argue that Isaiah 

could not have accurately predicted the exile to Babylon and the role of Cyrus 

unless he lived during those events. 

3. Vannoy suggests that Isaiah ministered privately to a godly remnant during 

Manasseh's reign, offering comfort and hope in the face of coming judgment. The 

promise of future deliverance would resonate with those facing apostasy and 

persecution, making Isaiah 40-66 relevant to them. 

4. The Dead Sea Scrolls (Isaiah Scroll) and the Septuagint contain the entire book of 

Isaiah as a unified whole, without any divisions. This lack of division in ancient 

manuscripts suggests that the book was understood as a single work. 

5. John 12:38-41 quotes both Isaiah 53:1 (from Isaiah 40-66) and Isaiah 6:9 (from 

Isaiah 1-39) and attributes both to Isaiah. John 12:41 adds that Isaiah saw Jesus’ 

glory and spoke about him, clearly attributing both sections to the same Isaiah. 

6. The prophecy to Hezekiah foretelling exile to Babylon is significant because 

Babylon was not yet the dominant power at the time. This accurate prediction, 

delivered before Babylon's rise to prominence, supports the possibility of genuine 

prophecy. 

7. The "symphonic structure" suggests that Isaiah 40-66 is organized like a musical 

composition, with themes introduced, developed, and revisited in a non-linear 

fashion. This structure is thought to appeal to the emotional and psychological 

needs of those suffering in exile. 

8. According to Vannoy, because the text operates more like a musical composition, 

emotional and psychological factors explain the arrangement, but not necessarily 
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logical, thematic structure. It is more of a psychological, emotional sort of 

interspersing of themes. 

9. God's power assures the people that His promises of comfort and deliverance will 

be fulfilled. By emphasizing God's existence, creative power, and sovereignty in 

history, Isaiah provides assurance that God is able to deliver His people. 

10. The "Servant of the Lord" theme addresses the underlying sin problem that led to 

the exile. While deliverance from exile is important, the Servant's work of dealing 

with sin is more fundamental, providing a deeper and more lasting solution to 

Israel's predicament. 

 

Essay Questions 

1. Discuss the arguments for and against the traditional authorship of Isaiah 40-66. 

Which arguments do you find most persuasive and why? 

2. Explain the concept of the "symphonic structure" of Isaiah 40-66. How does this 

understanding of the book's structure affect your interpretation of its message? 

3. Analyze the major themes of Isaiah 40-66, providing specific examples from the 

text. How do these themes relate to each other and contribute to the overall 

message of the book? 

4. Examine the role of prophecy in the debate surrounding the authorship of Isaiah 

40-66. How does one's view of prophecy influence their interpretation of the 

book? 

5. Discuss the significance of the "Servant of the Lord" theme in Isaiah 40-66. How 

does this theme relate to the other major themes of the book, and what does it 

reveal about God's plan for Israel and the world? 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Authenticity: In this context, refers to the genuine authorship and origin of a text, 

specifically whether Isaiah 40-66 was written by the same Isaiah as Isaiah 1-39. 

• Deutero-Isaiah: A term used by critical scholars to refer to the supposed 

anonymous author (or authors) of Isaiah 40-66, believed to have lived during the 

late exilic period. 

• Trito-Isaiah: A term used to identify the author of Isaiah 56-66, the portion of the 

book some scholars consider to have been written after the time of Deutero-

Isaiah. 

• Exile: The period in Jewish history when the people of Judah were forcibly 

deported to Babylon following the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. 

• Prophecy: A message from God, often foretelling future events. 

• Septuagint: The Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. 

• Dead Sea Scrolls: Ancient Jewish religious manuscripts discovered in the Qumran 

Caves near the Dead Sea. 

• Cyrus: The Persian king who conquered Babylon and allowed the Jewish exiles to 

return to their homeland. 

• Manasseh: The king of Judah known for his wickedness and apostasy. 

• Josiah: A king of Judah who instituted religious reforms. 

• Symphonic Structure: The idea that Isaiah 40-66 is structured like a musical 

symphony rather than a logical argument or historical treatise. 

• Servant of the Lord: A figure in Isaiah 40-66 who plays a crucial role in God's plan 

of salvation. 

• Omniscience: The state of knowing everything. 

• Futility of Idolatry: The state of uselessly worshipping idols. 
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5. FAQs on Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 13, Authenticity 

Arguments (Isa. 40-66), Major Themes, Biblicalelearning.org 

(BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions About Isaiah 40-66 

1. What are the main arguments used to suggest that Isaiah 40-66 was not written by 

the same author as Isaiah 1-39? 

The primary arguments against single authorship include: 

• Differing Concepts and Ideas: The concepts and ideas in Isaiah 40-66 are argued 

to differ from those in Isaiah 1-39. 

• Differences in Language and Style: The language and writing style are thought to 

be distinct in the latter chapters. 

• Historical Background: Isaiah 40-66 assumes the Babylonian exile has already 

occurred and mentions Cyrus by name, which is seen as an anachronism if Isaiah 

wrote it during his lifetime. This argument hinges on the acceptance of predictive 

prophecy. 

2. How does the historical background of Isaiah 40-66 argue against Isaianic 

authorship, and how can this be countered? 

The historical setting described in Isaiah 40-66 reflects the Babylonian exile, with Cyrus 

of Persia named as the future deliverer. Critics argue that Isaiah, who lived before the 

exile, could not have known these details. This assumes that predictive prophecy is 

impossible. However, those who believe in divine revelation suggest that Isaiah could 

have foreseen these events through God's power, thus maintaining the possibility of 

Isaianic authorship. Additionally, Isaiah prophesied during the reign of Manasseh. After 

the death of King Hezekiah it became clear that the nation was not going to repent, 

therefore, the message shifted to one of comfort and hope. 
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3. How relevant would the message of Isaiah 40-66 have been to Isaiah's original 

audience? 

While Isaiah 40-66 focuses on comfort and hope related to the future exile, it can still be 

relevant to Isaiah's contemporaries. During the reigns of Ahaz and Hezekiah, and 

especially during the reign of the wicked Manasseh, the godly people who followed 

Isaiah would have recognized the inevitability of exile due to the nation's apostasy. 

These faithful followers would have needed comfort and assurance that God would 

deliver them, making the message of Isaiah 40-66 pertinent even before the exile 

occurred. 

4. What evidence exists to support the traditional view of a single author for the entire 

Book of Isaiah? 

There are two main pieces of evidence supporting single authorship: 

• Lack of Manuscript Evidence: There are no ancient manuscripts that present 

Isaiah 40-66 as a separate, self-contained book. The oldest manuscripts, such as 

the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Septuagint, treat the Book of Isaiah as a unified 

whole. 

• New Testament Witness: The New Testament quotes from both Isaiah 1-39 and 

Isaiah 40-66, attributing both sections to Isaiah. This indicates that early 

Christians believed in the unified authorship of the entire book. 

5. How does the prophecy in Isaiah 39 regarding the Babylonian exile fit into the 

structure and message of the book? 

Isaiah 36-39 serves as a transition between the earlier prophecies of judgment (Isaiah 1-

35) and the later prophecies of comfort and deliverance (Isaiah 40-66). The placement of 

the prophecy about the Babylonian exile at the end of this section, even though it may 

not be chronologically accurate, logically introduces the themes of exile and subsequent 

deliverance that dominate Isaiah 40-66. It assures the people that God is still with them 

and that there is a future, even after the exile. 
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6. What is the symphonic structure of Isaiah 40-66, and how does it differ from a 

formal address? 

Isaiah 40-66 is proposed to be structured more like a symphonic musical composition 

than a logical, linear argument. It does not follow a strict, thematic organization, but 

interweaves various themes in a way that appeals to the emotional and psychological 

needs of people suffering in exile. This structure involves the introduction, development, 

and recurrence of themes in an interchangeable manner, creating an emotional impact 

on the reader or listener. 

7. What are the major themes found in Isaiah 40-66? 

Five major themes are interwoven throughout Isaiah 40-66: 

• Comfort: Includes deliverance in a general sense and specifically from exile. 

• God's Power: Emphasizes God's existence, creative power, and sovereignty in 

history, assuring people that His promises will be fulfilled. 

• Futility of Idolatry: Contrasts the powerlessness of Babylonian idols with the 

power of Yahweh. 

• God's Omniscience: Highlights God's ability to predict the future, particularly the 

Babylonian exile and the rise of Cyrus. 

• The Servant of the Lord: Focuses on the role and mission of the servant, 

culminating in Isaiah 53, and integrating with the theme of deliverance from exile. 

8. How does the theme of the "Servant of the Lord" relate to the broader context of 

deliverance from exile in Isaiah 40-66? 

The theme of the Servant is integrated with the theme of deliverance. The exile was the 

result of Israel's sin. Therefore, the servant comes to deal with that more basic problem, 

the sin problem. It addresses the more fundamental issue of sin that led to the exile. 

While deliverance from exile is important, the Servant's primary mission is to address 

the sin problem, which is the root cause of their suffering. 


