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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 11, Isaiah 30-
32, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

This lecture by Robert Vannoy explores Isaiah 30-32, focusing on Judah's alliances,
prophecies of destruction and hope, and the coming of a righteous king. Isaiah 30
discusses Judah's folly in seeking help from Egypt instead of the Lord, predicting
Assyria's downfall but also a decimated future for Israel, interspersed with glimpses of a
peaceful future for Zion. Isaiah 31 reiterates the futility of relying on Egypt and affirms
Jerusalem's protection and Assyria's judgment. Isaiah 32 contrasts Assyria's fall with the
reign of a righteous king (possibly Messianic), the division of people through the Gospel,
and a return to the immediate situation with a message to the complacent women of
Zion. Vannoy analyzes translation nuances and offers interpretations of key passages,
drawing from other commentaries and theological perspectives.

2. 16 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 11 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Major Prophets = Major Prophets.
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 11,
Isaiah 30-32

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the
provided excerpts of Robert Vannoy's lecture on Isaiah 30-32:

Briefing Document: Robert Vannoy on Isaiah 30-32

Overall Theme: These chapters of Isaiah deal with Judah's temptation to rely on foreign
alliances (specifically Egypt) for protection instead of trusting in the Lord. Vannoy
explores the immediate historical context while also considering potential Messianic and
future implications.

Key Ideas and Facts:

Isaiah 30:1-7: Rebuke for Seeking Help from Egypt

Main Point: God rebukes Judah for seeking protection from Egypt instead of
turning to Him. This alliance with Egypt is considered a sin.

Quote: ""Woe to the obstinate children,” declares the LORD, ‘to those who carry
out plans that are not mine, forming an alliance, but not by my Spirit...who go
down to Egypt without consulting me."" (Isaiah 30:1)

Explanation: Vannoy suggests this could be in response to the nobles considering
Egypt as an alternative to Assyria or an actual attempt to seek aid from Egypt,
referencing 2 Kings 19:9 where an Ethiopian king from Egypt is mentioned.

"Rahab the Do-Nothing": Vannoy delves into the translation of Isaiah 30:7,
focusing on the meaning of "Rahab." He references E.J. Young's commentary,
explaining that "Rahab" is a poetic name for Egypt, suggesting arrogance or a
mythical sea monster. However, despite the appearance of power, Egypt is
ultimately "a resting," weak and useless as an ally. The NIV translation "Rahab the
Do-Nothing" is considered a good capture of this idea.

Quote: "Egypt is viewed as this monster, this Rahab, this crocodile — it’s like a
paper tiger; they’re not what they appear to be: they’re a resting, they’re weak,
they’re going to be of no avail."

Importance of Hebrew: Vannoy emphasizes the importance of knowing Hebrew
to understand the nuances and differences in translations. He argues that
comparing translations can be confusing without the ability to refer to the original
text.



Quote: "I think something like this illustrates the value of at least having some
knowledge of Hebrew...there’s certain points where translations don’t help
because you compare translations and you’re left with total confusion unless you
have some way to get back and look at the original text."

Isaiah 30:8-17: Rejection of God's Word and Impending Destruction

Main Point: The people of Judah refuse to listen to God's prophets, leading to
imminent destruction, most likely by the Assyrians.

Quote: "These are rebellious people, deceitful children, children unwilling to
listen to the LORD's instruction. They say to the seers, ‘See no more visions!” and
to the prophets, ‘Give us no more visions of what is right! Tell us pleasant things,
prophesy illusions." (Isaiah 30:9-10)

Despite the destruction, some will survive.
Isaiah 30:18-26: A Brighter Future

Main Point: Despite the impending judgment, there is a promise of a brighter
future for Zion.

Explanation: Vannoy notes that it's difficult to pinpoint the timeframe of this
future, whether it's the period after Sennacherib's withdrawal or a more distant,
millennial period.

Isaiah 30:27-33: Destruction of Assyria

Main Point: This section describes the eventual destruction of Assyria at the
hands of the Lord, using poetic language.

Explanation: Vannoy interprets this as the eventual defeat of the Assyrians by the
Babylonians, with the Babylonians serving as instruments of God's judgment.

Isaiah 31: Reliance on Egypt is Futile; Jerusalem Protected

Main Point: Reinforces the message that relying on Egypt is useless, but the Lord
will protect Jerusalem and judge Assyria.

Quote: "Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, who rely on horses, who
trust in the multitude of their chariots...but do not look to the Holy One of Israel,
or seek help from the LORD.” (Isaiah 31:1)



e lIsaiah 32:1-2: Messianic Blessing

e Main Point: This section speaks of a king reigning in righteousness and rulers
ruling with justice, which Vannoy interprets as a Messianic reference to Christ.

e Quote: "See, a king will reign in righteousness and rulers will rule with justice."
(Isaiah 32:1)

o Explanation: Vannoy believes this refers to the present blessings believers have in
Christ before the establishment of the millennial kingdom, emphasizing the
protection Christ offers during the believer's pilgrim journey. He draws a parallel
to Isaiah 4:2-6.

o Isaiah 32:3-4: Spiritual Understanding

e Main Point: Describes the spiritual understanding and discernment that comes as
a result of the new birth in Christ.

e Quote: "Then the eyes of those who see will no longer be closed, and the ears of
those who hear will listen." (Isaiah 32:3)

o Isaiah 32:5-8: Division of People Through the Gospel

e Main Point: Suggests that the preaching of the Gospel will divide people into two
classes: the vile (those who reject the Gospel) and the noble (those who accept it
and live according to its principles).

o Isaiah 32:9-14: Daughters of Zion

e Main Point: Returns to the immediate situation, addressing the complacent
women of Zion, similar to the description in Isaiah 3, and predicting mourning
and desolation for the land. Vannoy intended to address this more in the next
section.

Overall Interpretation:

Vannoy's interpretation balances the immediate historical context of Isaiah's prophecies
with potential future and Messianic implications. He emphasizes the importance of
trusting in the Lord rather than relying on worldly powers. He also stresses the value of
studying the original Hebrew to gain a deeper understanding of the text.



4. Study Guide: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 11, Isaiah
30-32

Isaiah 30-32: Alliances, Judgement, and Messianic Hope

Study Guide

This study guide is designed to help you review the key themes and concepts presented
in Robert Vannoy's lecture on Isaiah 30-32. It includes a quiz, essay questions, and a
glossary of terms to solidify your understanding of the material.

Quiz

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each, demonstrating your
comprehension of the lecture.

1. What is the primary issue addressed in Isaiah 30:1-7?

2. Explain the different interpretations of Isaiah 30:7 and the significance of the
term "Rahab."

3. According to Vannoy, what is the main point of Isaiah 30:8-177
4. What contrast is presented in Isaiah 30:18-267

5. How does Isaiah 30:27-33 describe the destruction of Assyria?
6. How is Isaiah 31 similar to Isaiah 307

7. What is the translation issue in Isaiah 32:27?

8. According to Vannoy, is Isaiah 32:1-2 referring to the millennial kingdom or the
present?

9. What does Isaiah 32:3-4 describe?
10. What division of people does Isaiah 32:5-8 suggest?
Quiz Answer Key

1. The primary issue addressed in Isaiah 30:1-7 is Judah's inclination to seek help
from Egypt instead of the Lord. Isaiah rebukes them for making alliances with
foreign powers without consulting God.

2. lIsaiah 30:7 involves varied interpretations, primarily concerning "Rahab." Some
translations render it as "Rahab the Do-Nothing," emphasizing Egypt's
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ineffectiveness, while others focus on the term's connotations of arrogance or a
mythical sea monster, contrasting Egypt's perceived power with its actual
weakness.

The main point of Isaiah 30:8-17 is that the people of Judah refused to listen to
God or his prophets. As a result, destruction was going to come on them, mostly
likely from the Assyrians.

Isaiah 30:18-26 presents a contrast between the misery of the present judgment
and a brighter future for the people of Zion. This future includes agricultural
abundance, healing, and unprecedented light.

Isaiah 30:27-33 describes the destruction of Assyria as being brought about by
the Lord. Poetic language is used, describing the voice of the LORD shattering
Assyria.

Isaiah 31 is very similar to Isaiah 30 because it repeats many of the same
thoughts: "Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help." The LORD will protect
Jerusalem and judge Assyria.

The translation issue in Isaiah 32:2 concerns whether the verse refers to "a man"
(the king) or "each man" (the rulers). This impacts the interpretation of whether
the verse speaks of a single, Messianic figure or the collective leadership
providing protection and refuge.

According to Vannoy, Isaiah 32:1-2 is referring to the present time, specifically the
blessings that believers have in Christ now. He doesn't believe the reference is to
the Millennial Kingdom.

Isaiah 32:3-4 describes the result of the activity of this man in verse two. God will
give his people the eyes and ears to understand his truth as a result of the new
birth that comes to all who trust in Christ.

Isaiah 32:5-8 suggests the division of people into two classes through the
preaching of the Gospel. Moral distinctions will become more evident as people
accept or reject the Gospel, so that the people are divided into the vile and the
noble according to their response to the Gospel.



Essay Questions

Consider the following questions and formulate well-supported arguments based on the
lecture material.

1. Discuss the significance of Judah's foreign alliances (with Assyria and Egypt) in
Isaiah 30-31, and how they reflect a lack of trust in the Lord.

2. Analyze the different interpretations of Isaiah 30:7, considering the translation
issues and the symbolism associated with "Rahab." What does this verse reveal
about the prophet's view of Egypt?

3. Explore the balance between judgment and hope in Isaiah 30-32. How do these
chapters depict both immediate consequences and future restoration for Israel?

4. Examine the Messianic interpretation of Isaiah 32:1-2, considering the arguments
for and against a present-day application of the passage.

5. Discuss the implications of Isaiah 32:5-8 regarding the division of people into two
classes based on their response to the Gospel. How does this passage relate to
the broader themes of justice and righteousness in Isaiah?



Glossary of Key Terms

Assyria: A powerful ancient empire that threatened Judah during the time of
Isaiah.

o Egypt: Another powerful nation to the south of Judah, often looked to for
alliances despite Isaiah's warnings.

e Hezekiah: King of Judah during the time of the Assyrian crisis.
e lIsaiah: The prophet whose messages are recorded in the Book of Isaiah.

e Millennial Kingdom: A future period of peace and righteousness on Earth, often
associated with the reign of the Messiah.

e Rahab: A term used in Isaiah 30:7, often interpreted as a poetic name for Egypt,
symbolizing arrogance, a sea monster, or ineffectiveness.

e Sennacherib: The king of Assyria who besieged Jerusalem during Hezekiah's
reign.

o Sheveth: A Hebrew word meaning "resting" or "cessation," used in contrast to
"Rahab" to describe Egypt's true state.

e Zion: Often used as a name for Jerusalem, representing the dwelling place of God
and his people.

e Messianic: Relating to the Messiah, a future king and savior prophesied in the Old
Testament.



5. FAQs on Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 11, Isaiah 30-32,
Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on Isaiah 30-32

Q: What is the central issue in Isaiah 30, and what political strategy is being
critiqued?

A: The central issue in Isaiah 30 is Judah's reliance on foreign alliances, specifically
with Egypt, rather than trusting in the Lord for protection. The prophet critiques
their strategy of seeking help from Egypt to counter the Assyrian threat, viewing it
as a rejection of God's guidance and a form of disobedience.

Q: How does Isaiah characterize Egypt in chapter 30, and what is the
significance of the term "Rahab"?

A: Isaiah characterizes Egypt as "Rahab the Do-Nothing" (or similar translations
depending on the version). The term "Rahab," which can mean "arrogance,"
"storm," or even refer to a mythical sea monster or crocodile, is used poetically
for Egypt. It suggests that while Egypt may appear powerful and threatening, it is
ultimately weak and ineffective, offering no real help to Judah. Instead of being a
mighty force, Egypt is merely "a resting," a power that is ceasing to be.

Q: In Isaiah 30:8-17, what is the consequence of the people's rejection of God's
message?

A: Because the people have rejected God's message and relied on oppression and
deceit, the consequence is destruction. This destruction is likened to a high wall
collapsing suddenly, or pottery being shattered, signifying a swift and merciless
end. While some will survive, the destruction will be significant, leaving only a
remnant.

Q: What contrasting futures are presented in Isaiah 30, and what does the
destruction of Assyria symbolize?

A: Isaiah 30 presents both a bleak immediate future of judgment and a brighter,
more distant future of peace and prosperity for Zion. The destruction of Assyria,
described in vivid, poetic language, symbolizes God's judgment on those who
oppose Him and oppress His people, and it emphasizes that God is in control of
history. While the Babylonians are the instrument of Assyria's defeat, it is the
LORD who ultimately brings judgment on them.
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Q: How does Isaiah 31 reinforce the themes of chapter 30?

A: Isaiah 31 reinforces the themes of chapter 30 by reiterating the warning
against relying on Egypt for help and emphasizing the importance of trusting in
the Lord. It promises that God will protect Jerusalem and judge Assyria,
highlighting the futility of human alliances compared to divine protection.

Q: What is the significance of the king and rulers described in Isaiah 32:1-2, and
how do they provide refuge?

A: The king and rulers described in Isaiah 32:1-2, particularly the "man" who
provides shelter, are often interpreted as a Messianic reference to Christ. He
provides refuge and protection to believers during their "pilgrim journey,"
offering safety and comfort amidst the dangers and hardships of life. This
protection is likened to shelter from the wind, a refuge from the storm, streams
of water in the desert, and the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land.

Q: According to Isaiah 32:3-8, how will people be divided, and what role does
the Gospel play in this division?

A: Isaiah 32:3-8 suggests that people will be divided into two classes: the "vile" or
"scoundrels" and the "noble." This division occurs through the preaching of the
Gospel. Those who reject the Gospel and remain in their sin will be seen as
wicked and foolish, while those who accept the Gospel and live according to its
teachings will be known for their noble character and deeds.

Q: Who are the "complacent women" addressed in Isaiah 32:9-14, and what is
the nature of the judgment they will face?

A: The "complacent women" addressed in Isaiah 32:9-14 are reminiscent of the
haughty daughters of Zion described earlier in Isaiah. They represent those who
are comfortable and secure in their wealth and pleasure but are oblivious to the
impending judgment. The judgment they will face involves loss and desolation:
their pleasant fields will be overgrown with thorns, their houses of merriment will
be deserted, and their cities will become wastelands.



