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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 5, Isaiah 5:1-
6:18, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Robert Vannoy's lecture on the book of Isaiah analyzes specific sections, focusing on
chapters 5-6 and 7-12. The lecture explores the themes of judgment and blessing in the
initial chapters, with God expressing disappointment towards Israel through the
metaphor of a vineyard. The passage examines the historical context of Isaiah 7-12,
often referred to as "The Book of Immanuel"”, where King Ahaz faces threats from other
kingdoms. Vannoy discusses the prophecy of Immanuel and the various interpretations
surrounding its fulfillment, considering immediate, future, and multiple fulfillment
perspectives. The lecture concludes with Vannoy's own interpretation, suggesting that
the prophecy serves as both a rebuke to Ahaz and a source of comfort to the godly
people, with Isaiah's message providing both short-term and long-range predictions.

2. 17 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 5 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Major Prophets = Major Prophets.

=
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 5,
Isaiah 5:1-6:18

Okay, here is a briefing document summarizing the main themes and important ideas
from the provided excerpts of Robert Vannoy's lecture on Isaiah.

Briefing Document: Robert Vannoy on Isaiah (Chapters 5-7)

Overall Theme: This lecture focuses on the themes of judgment and blessing within the
book of Isaiah, specifically addressing Isaiah 5:1-6:18 (God's disappointment and Isaiah's
blessing) and Isaiah 7-12 (the "Book of Immanuel," concerning Ahaz, Assyria, and the
prophecy of Immanuel).

Key Ideas and Facts:

o Isaiah 5:1-6:18: Judgment and Blessing (Primarily for Isaiah):This section
presents a cycle of judgment followed by blessing. The blessing, in this case, is
primarily focused on Isaiah himself as he receives his prophetic calling.

e The Vineyard Parable: Chapter 5 depicts God's disappointment with Israel
through the metaphor of a vineyard that yields bad fruit despite God's care. This
leads to a pronouncement of judgment and a series of woes against the "godless
people Israel." “'I will sing for the one | love, a song about his vineyard...Then he
looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit...The vineyard of the
Lord Almighty is the house of Israel'” (Isaiah 5:1-2, 7).

« Series of Woes: A series of six woes highlights specific sins and injustices
prevalent in Israel, such as greed, drunkenness, and moral inversion: "Woe to
those who call evil good and good evil" (Isaiah 5:20).

e Blessing for Isaiah and a Remnant: Chapter 6 describes Isaiah's vision of the Lord
and his anointing as a prophet. While the people will largely reject Isaiah's
message, the chapter concludes with a promise that a remnant of God's people
will be preserved through the coming judgment and exile: "though a tenth
remains in the land it will again be laid waste...so the holy seed will be the stump
in the land" (Isaiah 6:13).

o Isaiah 7-12: The Book of Immanuel and the Ahaz Crisis:Historical Context: This
section requires understanding the historical situation of King Ahaz of Judah, who
is threatened by an alliance between Rezin of Aram (Syria) and Pekah of Israel.
These two kings want to replace Ahaz with a puppet ruler who will join them in



opposing Assyria. Ahaz seeks help from Tiglath-Pileser, the king of Assyria,
sending tribute in exchange for protection.

Isaiah's Message: Isaiah is sent by God to reassure Ahaz that the threat from
Aram and Israel will not succeed. He urges Ahaz to trust in God rather than
seeking foreign alliances: "If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand
at all" (Isaiah 7:9).

The Sign of Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14-16): When Ahaz refuses to ask for a sign from
God, Isaiah proclaims that God will give a sign anyway: "Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel" (Isaiah 7:14). This
prophecy becomes a central point of interpretation due to its New Testament
application to Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:23).

Interpretations of Isaiah 7:13-16: Vannoy outlines four main approaches to
interpreting the Immanuel prophecy:

. Immediate Situation Only: The entire passage refers only to the immediate crisis
with Ahaz, promising deliverance from Aram and Israel before a child is old
enough to know good from evil. Vannoy criticizes this view for lacking an element
of rebuke to Ahaz and not aligning with Matthew's interpretation.

. Entire Passage Refers to Christ: The entire passage refers to Christ, suggesting
God will replace the unworthy Ahaz with a worthy ruler from the line of David.
Vannoy finds difficulty with verses 15 and 16 in this approach.

. Multiple Fulfillment (Hezekiah and Christ): This view suggests a dual fulfillment,
finding meaning in both a contemporary child (possibly Hezekiah) and in Christ.
Vannoy mentions Walter Kaiser as a proponent of this view, calling it "generic
prophecy,” but argues there are hermeneutical problems with dual or multiple
senses to a prophecy.

. Vannoy's View (Rebuke and Promise): Vannoy proposes that the passage serves
as both a rebuke to Ahaz (who will be replaced by a worthy king - Immanuel) and
a comfort to the godly people in the land (promising deliverance from the
immediate threat of Aram and Israel). "It seems to me that the way in which it
can be found is to take these words in verses 13 through 16 as words on one hand
as rebuke to Ahaz, and on the other hand of comfort to the godly people still in
the land."



Quotes:

"The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah
are the garden of his delight. And he looked for justice but saw bloodshed, for
righteousness but heard cries of distress.”

"Woe to those who call evil good and good evil.”

“And though a tenth remains in the land it will again be laid waste. But as the
terebinth and oak leave stumps when they are cut down, so the holy seed will be
the stump in the land.”

“If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.”

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.”

"It seems to me that the way in which it can be found is to take these words in
verses 13 through 16 as words on one hand as rebuke to Ahaz, and on the other
hand of comfort to the godly people still in the land.”

Important Considerations:

The lecture emphasizes the importance of historical context when interpreting
Isaiah, particularly the events surrounding King Ahaz and the threat from Aram
and Israel.

The interpretation of the Immanuel prophecy is a complex and debated topic,
with various approaches offering different perspectives on its meaning.

Vannoy's interpretation seeks to balance the immediate historical context with
the later New Testament application of the prophecy to Jesus Christ.



4. Study Guide: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 5, Isaiah 5:1-

6:18

Isaiah: Judgment, Blessing, and Immanuel
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1. Quiz: Short Answer Questions

Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.

1.

9.

What is the central theme of Isaiah 5:1-6:13, and how does it relate to the overall
structure of the first six chapters of Isaiah?

Describe the vineyard metaphor used in Isaiah 5, and explain what it symbolizes
in the context of God's relationship with Israel.

List three "woes" found in Isaiah 5:8-22, and explain what these pronouncements
reveal about the sins of the people of Judah.

How does Isaiah 6:1-13 portray God's response to the sins of the people?
How does Isaiah react to his vision of the Lord in Isaiah 6?

Briefly describe the historical context of Isaiah 7:1, mentioning the key players
and their motivations.

According to Isaiah 7, why were Rezin and Pekah attacking Jerusalem?

What sign does the Lord offer to Ahaz in Isaiah 7, and why does Ahaz refuse to
ask for it?

Summarize Kaiser's view of the Immanuel prophecy.

10. Briefly describe Vannoy's view of the Immanuel prophecy.

2. Answer Key (for Quiz)



. The central theme is the transition from judgment to blessing, reflected in the
vineyard metaphor. This section continues the pattern of judgment followed by
future blessing seen in previous sections, with the blessing being experienced
primarily by Isaiah himself through his prophetic calling.

. The vineyard metaphor represents Israel, cultivated and cared for by God, who
expects it to produce good fruit. The bad fruit symbolizes the people's failure to
live righteously and justly, leading to God's disappointment and impending
judgment.

. Examples include: Woe to those who accumulate land greedily; woe to those who
indulge in excessive drinking; woe to those who call evil good and good evil.
These reveal sins of greed, intemperance, and moral inversion among the people.

. God is enthroned in majesty, surrounded by angelic beings, and Isaiah is called to
deliver a message of judgment to a people who will not listen. This reflects God's
holiness and his determination to judge sin, even as he extends mercy through
the prophet's calling.

. Isaiah is humbled by the vision and recognizes his own sinfulness and the
sinfulness of his people. He is then purified by a coal from the altar and
commissioned to proclaim God's message.

. Ahaz, King of Judah, is under attack by King Rezin of Aram and King Pekah of
Israel, who have formed a coalition against him. Rezin and Pekah want to replace
Ahaz with a puppet king who will join their alliance against Assyria.

. Rezin and Pekah were attacking Jerusalem to depose Ahaz and install Tabeel as
king, hoping to force Judah into an alliance against Assyria.

. The Lord offers Ahaz a sign, asking him to choose one from the depths or the
heights, to prove God's protection. Ahaz refuses, claiming he does not want to
test the Lord, but likely because he prefers to trust in his alliance with Assyria.

. Kaiser believes the prophecy of Immanuel has a multiple fulfillment, primarily
focusing on Hezekiah, Ahaz's son, as a contemporary fulfillment, but also seeing
him as part and parcel of the ultimate Messianic person, Christ, who completes
the prophecy.



10.Vannoy believes the Immanuel prophecy is a rebuke to Ahaz for his lack of faith

and trust in God, coupled with a message of comfort to the godly remnant in the
land. While the "Immanuel" sign points to a future, greater fulfillment, the
immediate context suggests that if a child were born at that time, the threat from
the attacking kings would soon pass.

3. Essay Questions

1.

Analyze the significance of the vineyard metaphor in Isaiah 5. How does this
imagery contribute to the understanding of God's relationship with Israel, and
what message does it convey about the consequences of disobedience?

Discuss the different interpretations of the Immanuel prophecy in Isaiah 7:14-16.
What are the strengths and weaknesses of each view (immediate fulfillment,
solely Messianic, multiple fulfillment, and Vannoy's view)?

How does the historical context of Isaiah 7 influence the interpretation of the
Immanuel prophecy? Consider the political and military situation facing Ahaz and
Judah, and how these circumstances relate to the message of the prophet.

Examine the role of faith and trust in the messages delivered by Isaiah to Ahaz in
Isaiah 7. What does Isaiah teach about the dangers of relying on foreign powers
instead of God, and what are the consequences of Ahaz's choices?

Compare and contrast the themes of judgment and blessing in Isaiah 5-7. How do
these themes interact and contribute to the overall message of the text, and what
do they reveal about the nature of God's relationship with his people?

4. Glossary of Key Terms

Ahaz: King of Judah during the time of Isaiah, known for his lack of faith in God
and reliance on foreign alliances.

Assyria: A powerful empire that threatened Israel and Judah during Isaiah's time;
Ahaz sought an alliance with Assyria for protection.

Damascus: The capital city of Aram (Syria), ruled by King Rezin, who formed a
coalition with Israel against Judah.

Ephraim: Another name for the Northern Kingdom of Israel.



Immanuel: A Hebrew name meaning "God with us," used in Isaiah 7:14 as a sign
of God's presence and protection.

Isaiah: A major prophet in the Old Testament, who delivered messages of
judgment and hope to the people of Judah.

Judgment: God's punishment for sin and disobedience, often expressed through
natural disasters, war, or exile.

Pekah: King of Israel, who allied with Rezin of Aram to attack Judah and replace
Ahaz with a puppet king.

Rezin: King of Aram (Syria), who formed a coalition with Pekah of Israel against
Judah.

Remnant: A small group of people who remain faithful to God during times of
judgment, representing hope for future restoration.

Samaria: The capital city of the Northern Kingdom of Israel.

Shear-Jashub: Isaiah's son, whose name means "a remnant shall return,"
symbolizing the hope for Israel's restoration after judgment.

Tiglath-Pileser: King of Assyria, whom Ahaz sought an alliance with for protection
against Aram and Israel.

Vineyard: A metaphor used in Isaiah 5 to represent Israel, whom God had
carefully cultivated but who had failed to produce good fruit.

Woes: Pronouncements of judgment and condemnation against specific sins and
behaviors, often found in prophetic literature.



5. FAQs on Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 5, Isaiah 5:1-6:18,
Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Isaiah FAQ

Here is an 8-question FAQ that best captures the main themes and ideas in the provided
source:

1. What is the general structure of Isaiah 1-6, and what are its primary themes?

Isaiah 1-6 is structured in three sections, each beginning with judgment and ending with
a blessing. The first section speaks of judgment and blessing in the distant, millennial
future. The second addresses judgment and blessing in the less distant future,
potentially referring to Isaiah's present time. The third section focuses on judgment and
ends with blessing experienced primarily by Isaiah himself, culminating in his vision and
anointing in Isaiah 6. A key theme is God's disappointment with Israel's lack of
righteousness despite His care, leading to judgment but also promises of preservation
and future blessing through a remnant.

2. Explain the significance of the vineyard imagery in Isaiah 5.

The vineyard imagery in Isaiah 5 serves as an allegory for God's relationship with Israel.
God, as the vineyard owner, has invested immense care and effort into His vineyard
(Israel), providing it with everything needed to produce good fruit (justice and
righteousness). However, the vineyard yields only bad fruit (bloodshed and distress). As
a result, God declares He will remove His protection, leading to its destruction. This
illustrates God's disappointment and impending judgment on Israel due to their
unfaithfulness and lack of justice.

3. What is the historical context of Isaiah 7, and why is it important for understanding
the "Book of Immanuel" (Isaiah 7-12)?

The historical context of Isaiah 7 involves King Ahaz of Judah facing a military threat from
King Rezin of Aram (Syria) and King Pekah of Israel, who aim to replace him with a
puppet king. Ahaz contemplates seeking assistance from Assyria, a decision that Isaiah
advises against, urging him to trust in God instead. This context is crucial because it sets
the stage for the prophecy of Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14) and the broader themes of faith,
trust in God versus reliance on foreign powers, and the future Davidic king.
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4. What is the significance of the Immanuel prophecy in Isaiah 7:14?

The prophecy of Immanuel ("God with us") in Isaiah 7:14 is central to the "Book of
Immanuel." The passage states, "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel." It functions as a
sign to the House of David, either as a rebuke for their lack of faith (Ahaz) or as a
promise of comfort to the godly people that God will replace the unworthy king with a
true representative. The fulfillment of this prophecy has been interpreted in multiple
ways, with some seeing it as an immediate sign related to Ahaz's situation, others seeing
it as solely a prophecy of Christ's birth, and still others as having multiple layers of
fulfillment.

5. What are the different interpretations of Isaiah 7:13-16, and what are the challenges
associated with each?

There are several interpretations of Isaiah 7:13-16:

o Entire Passage Refers to the Immediate Situation: This view interprets the birth
of Immanuel as a sign that the threat from Aram and Israel will soon pass.
However, it struggles to account for the element of rebuke present in Isaiah 7:13
and its applicability to the birth of Christ in the New Testament.

o Entire Passage Refers to Christ: This view sees the entire passage as a prophecy
about the coming of Christ. However, it is difficult to reconcile with the specific
details in verses 15 and 16, which seem to relate to the immediate historical
context.

o Multiple Fulfillment: This view suggests the prophecy has both an immediate
fulfillment (perhaps in Hezekiah, Ahaz's son) and a future fulfillment in Christ.
However, this view introduces challenges regarding whether Hezekiah fulfilled the
condition of being born of a virgin.

6. What is Vannoy's view on interpreting Isaiah 7:13-16, and how does it address the
challenges of the other interpretations?

Vannoy's view is that Isaiah 7:13-16 contains both a rebuke to Ahaz and a word of
comfort to the godly people. The prophecy serves as a rebuke to Ahaz, stating that he
would be replaced by a worthy occupant of the throne. The sign serves as comfort to the
godly people, that if a child were to be born, before he were a few years old, the land
would be freed of the invading kings.
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7. How does Ahaz's response to Isaiah's message in Isaiah 7 demonstrate a lack of
faith?

Ahaz's refusal to ask for a sign from God (lsaiah 7:10-12) demonstrates a lack of faith.
While he claims he does not want to "test the Lord," his true motive is a preference for
securing his kingdom through a political alliance with Assyria rather than trusting in
God's protection. This reliance on worldly power over divine intervention reveals his lack
of faith in God's promises.

8. What is the significance of the "remnant" mentioned in Isaiah 6:13?

The "remnant” mentioned in Isaiah 6:13 signifies that even amidst judgment and exile,
God will preserve a portion of His people. The image of a stump remaining after a tree is
cut down symbolizes that even when Israel is diminished, there will be a surviving core
from which new life and restoration can emerge. This "holy seed" represents the
continuation of God's covenant and the hope for future fulfillment of His promises
through Christ.



