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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Genesis, Session 28, Jacob’s Blessing of Judah, Joseph, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
This lecture excerpt from Robert Vannoy's Old Testament History course focuses on Genesis chapters 37-50, specifically examining Jacob's blessings of his sons, particularly Judah. The lecture analyzes Judah's blessing as a prophecy foretelling a royal line culminating in the Messiah, referencing Ezekiel 21 for interpretive support and discussing different translations of Genesis 49:10's "Shiloh." The lecture also explores Joseph's life story, highlighting its dramatic narrative and typological interpretations linking him to Christ, while acknowledging limitations to such interpretations. Finally, the lecture connects the narratives of Judah and Joseph, emphasizing God's redemptive plan despite human failings.
2.  23 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Vannoy, Genesis, Session 28 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Pentateuch  Genesis). 




3.  Briefing Document: Vannoy, Genesis, Session 28, Jacob’s Blessing of Judah, Joseph
Top of Form
Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the provided lecture excerpts:
Briefing Document: Jacob's Blessings and the Significance of Joseph
Overview:
This lecture focuses on the transition from Jacob's life to the story of Joseph, emphasizing the importance of Jacob's blessings in Genesis 49, particularly the blessing of Judah, and its connection to the future kingship of Israel and the Messiah. The lecture also examines Joseph's life and its significance in the broader context of redemptive history. The lecturer emphasizes a prophetic understanding of Jacob's blessings, seeing them as inspired pronouncements about the future. He also highlights the interplay between God's plan and human actions.
Key Themes and Ideas:
1. Jacob's Blessings as Prophetic Statements:
· Jacob's blessings on his sons in Genesis 49 are not mere wishes or desires, but divinely inspired pronouncements of what will come to pass for their descendants. This is similar to Noah's blessings and curses on his sons and Isaac's blessings on his sons.
· "I think we must say that these blessings are actually inspired pronouncements of what is actually going to come to pass on the descendants of the people involved. These blessings are programmatic for the future; we saw the way it worked out with Noah’s sons and the implications of that. The same is true here. So I think they are to properly be understood as prophetic in character."
1. The Blessing of Judah and the Promise of Kingship:
· Judah's blessing (Genesis 49:8-12) is particularly important, indicating he will receive the birthright and his brothers will bow down to him.
· The phrase "the scepter will not depart from Judah" is the first explicit indication of a royal line arising from Judah.
· The idea of kingship in Israel becomes a significant theme later in the books of Samuel.
· “The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs.”
· "So you get here the first explicit indication that there’s going to be a royal line in Israel."
· This kingship is seen as ultimately pointing to the messianic ruler, Christ, who will sit on the throne as the son of David.
1. The "Shiloh" Question (Genesis 49:10):
· The phrase "until he comes to whom it belongs" is debated. Some translations say "until Shiloh comes," interpreting Shiloh as a Messianic title.
· The lecturer leans towards the NIV translation of "until he comes to whom it belongs" and sees it as an allusion to Ezekiel 21:27.
· "The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.”
· Ezekiel 21:27 is considered by many to be a parallel expansion on Genesis 49:10, supporting the interpretation that "Shiloh" should be understood as "he to whom it belongs" rather than a proper name.
· The lecturer points out that the Hebrew word construction supports the translation “he to whom it belongs”, but even if "Shiloh" is used as a name for the coming Messiah, it would still point forward to the Messiah.
· "...whether you translate it “Shiloh comes,” or “he to whom it belongs comes,” makes no difference as far as the messianic character of the statement. In either case you’re pointing forward to the one to whom the scepter rightly belongs whether you call that person Shiloh or “he to whom it belongs.”
1. The Timing and Nature of the Kingdom of Christ:
· The establishment of the kingdom of God is explored. It's understood as being inaugurated by Christ at his first coming but not yet fully realized, anticipating a complete manifestation in the future.
· "It seems to me that the Bible takes a middle ground on that- it’s here in one sense, but it’s still coming in another sense. It’s here, but it’s not in its fullest and the fullness has yet to be realized."
1. Joseph's Story as a New Section in Genesis:
· Genesis 37:2 ("This is the account of Jacob" or "These are the generations of Jacob"), marks a new section, the toledoth of Jacob.
· The focus shifts to the events that led to the formation of the nation of Israel. The narrative moves from the individual life of Jacob to the development of a people.
· "Here’s a new section and the idea is, what is to follow is what’s going to come out of Jacob."
1. Joseph's Life: Drama and Providence:
· Joseph's story is portrayed as dramatic and a high point in literature, encompassing being sold into slavery, imprisonment, and elevation to ruler in Egypt.
· Joseph’s experiences and interpretation of dreams lead to his rise in power, thus setting the stage for his family’s move to Egypt.
· The lesson of the cupbearer forgetting Joseph and the lesson of the cupbearers’ actions highlight the ease of forgetting small things that could have big consequences for others.
· The Joseph narrative shows both human actions and God's providence intertwining.
· "There’s a lesson there from the other side, of course, God’s providence is in all this. But this matter of forgetting things that are important for other people- it is a very easy thing to do."
1. Typological Significance of Joseph (With Caution):
· While some see Joseph as a type of Christ (humiliation and exaltation, preserving God’s people), the lecturer stresses caution against detailed allegorical interpretations.
· "But it does seem that in the Joseph story the theme of humiliation and later exaltation finds a higher realization in the person of Christ. Joseph as Christ preserves God’s people from destruction. But then he adds, there are limits."
· The New Testament doesn't directly present Joseph as a type of Christ.
· Joseph is portrayed as a man with flaws, such as his reporting on his brothers and boasting about his dreams.


1. Judah's Line and God's Redemptive Plan:
· Joseph's temporary prominence does not negate the fact that the promised line of blessing will continue through Judah.
· The story of Judah and Tamar (Genesis 38) is a parenthesis that shows how God’s redemptive purposes work through the flaws and sin of man.
· Perez, born from this unlikely union, is in the line of David and thus in the lineage of Christ.
· "God works His redemptive purposes out in spite of the sinful acts of man."
Conclusion:
The lecture emphasizes the importance of understanding Jacob's blessings as prophetic pronouncements, particularly focusing on the blessing of Judah and its connection to kingship and the Messiah. It also introduces the significant events of Joseph's life and their role in God’s redemptive plan for Israel. The lecturer cautions against going too far with allegorical typological interpretation and stresses that God uses imperfect people and circumstances in the advancement of his redemptive plan. The discussion highlights the complexity of the Old Testament narrative and the way it foreshadows the coming of Christ.
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4. Study Guide:  Vannoy, Genesis, Session 28, Jacob’s Blessing of Judah, JosephTop of Form
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Jacob's Blessings and the Story of Joseph: A Study Guide
Quiz
Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. According to the lecture, what is the significance of Jacob's blessings in Genesis 49?
2. What is the symbolic meaning of the "scepter" in the context of Jacob's blessing of Judah?
3. What are the two ways the phrase "until he comes to whom it belongs" is translated and what is the significance of the difference?
4. How does Ezekiel 21:27 relate to Genesis 49:10, and why is this intertextual connection important?
5. What is the significance of the term “toledoth” in Genesis 37:2 and how does it function within the book of Genesis?
6. What were the two dreams that Joseph had that caused his brothers to hate him and how did they understand the dreams?
7. Why does the lecturer suggest caution when considering Joseph as a type of Christ?
8. According to the lecture, how does the story of Judah and Tamar fit into the larger narrative of Genesis and the promise to Judah?
9. How did Joseph rise to prominence in Egypt after being sold into slavery?
10. What does the lecturer mean by "redemptive history" and how does that concept inform the interpretation of Genesis 49 and the story of Joseph?
Quiz Answer Key
1. Jacob's blessings in Genesis 49 are not merely wishes but inspired, prophetic pronouncements about the future of each of the tribes of Israel. These blessings are seen as programmatic for the future, revealing God's plan and the destiny of Jacob's descendants.
2. The "scepter" is a symbol of royal power and authority. In Jacob's blessing of Judah, the scepter signifies that kingship will arise within the tribe of Judah, indicating the establishment of a royal line in Israel.
3. The phrase is translated as either "until Shiloh comes" (King James Version) or "until he comes to whom it belongs" (NIV). The difference is significant because some scholars believe "Shiloh" is a messianic title, while others, as well as the lecturer, understand it as a reference to the one to whom the right to rule belongs.
4. Ezekiel 21:27 uses similar wording to Genesis 49:10, suggesting that the Ezekiel passage is a longer version of the Genesis text. This connection strengthens the interpretation of Genesis 49:10 as a prophecy of a future ruler from Judah.
5. The term "toledoth," meaning "generations of," in Genesis 37:2 marks the beginning of a new section of the book and signals a shift in focus. Instead of focusing primarily on Jacob's individual life, the narrative begins to explore the expansion of the chosen line into the people of Israel.
6. Joseph had two dreams: the first where his brothers' sheaves of grain bowed down to his, and the second where the sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed to him. His brothers interpreted these dreams as a prediction that Joseph would reign over them, causing them to hate him.
7. The lecturer cautions against viewing Joseph as a type of Christ because the New Testament does not explicitly present him as such. While there are certain aspects of Joseph's life that have typological significance, drawing detailed correspondences risks bordering on allegory, which can be problematic.
8. The story of Judah and Tamar is a parenthesis in the narrative of Joseph and reveals that even Judah, the one through whom the promised line will continue, is sinful. Despite Judah's unrighteous actions, God uses the events to bring Perez into existence, an ancestor of Christ.
9. Joseph rose to prominence in Egypt through his God-given ability to interpret dreams. After interpreting Pharaoh's dream, he was appointed as a ruler in Egypt, overseeing the storage of grain during the years of abundance and preparing for the coming famine.


10. "Redemptive history," as understood in the lecture, is God's plan of salvation as it unfolds through historical events. The lecture demonstrates that God is working his purposes through the history of Israel, and in spite of the sins and limitations of his people, such as Joseph's arrogance and Judah's mistakes.

Essay Questions
1. Explore the complexities of interpreting Genesis 49:10, particularly the phrase "until Shiloh comes," and discuss how different translations and interpretations impact the understanding of the messianic promise.
2. Analyze the character of Joseph, considering both his admirable qualities and his flaws, and discuss the challenges of viewing him as a "type" of Christ.
3. Explain the significance of the shift in focus from Jacob to Joseph in Genesis 37 and discuss how the story of Joseph prepares the way for the formation of the nation of Israel.
4. Discuss how the lecture utilizes intertextual connections (such as Ezekiel 21) to interpret specific passages in Genesis and how that influences understanding of the text.
5. Examine the tension between human actions and divine purposes in the stories of Jacob's blessings and the life of Joseph, and discuss how this tension contributes to the understanding of redemptive history.


Glossary of Key Terms
· Toledoth: A Hebrew word meaning "generations of" or "account of," used to mark the beginning of a new section or genealogy in the book of Genesis.
· Scepter: A symbolic object representing royal power, authority, and kingship. In Genesis 49, the scepter is associated with the tribe of Judah.
· Shiloh: A term in Genesis 49:10 that has multiple interpretations: a place name, a messianic title, or a reference to "he to whom it belongs."
· Redemptive History: The unfolding of God's plan of salvation through historical events, highlighting how God works through and despite human sin to accomplish His purposes.
· Typological Interpretation: A method of interpreting the Old Testament in which people, events, or institutions are seen as foreshadowing or prefiguring New Testament realities.
· Levirate Obligation: An ancient practice where a man is obligated to marry his deceased brother's childless widow to continue the family line.
· Messianic: Relating to the Messiah, the promised deliverer and king in Jewish and Christian traditions.
· Intertextuality: The relationship between texts, especially literary texts. The study of how texts refer to, echo, or engage with other texts.
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5. FAQs on Vannoy, Genesis, Session 28, Jacob’s Blessing of Judah, Joseph, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)

Top of Form
FAQ: Key Themes in Genesis and the Lineage of Israel
· What is the significance of Jacob's blessings in Genesis 49? Jacob's blessings, like those of Noah and Isaac before him, are more than just wishes; they are considered inspired, prophetic pronouncements about the future of each of his sons' descendants (the tribes of Israel). These blessings are seen as programmatic, indicating the future trajectory and destiny of each tribe. Specifically the blessing of Judah sets the stage for kingship within Israel.
· What is unique about the blessing given to Judah in Genesis 49? The blessing on Judah is particularly important because it signifies that the line of promise (which started with Abraham) will continue through him. It mentions that "the scepter will not depart from Judah," indicating that royalty will arise within Judah's lineage, which is the first explicit mention of the royal line. This line points forward to the idea of a messianic ruler who will eventually come from this tribe.
· What are the different interpretations of the phrase "until Shiloh comes" in Genesis 49:10? The phrase "until Shiloh comes" is subject to different interpretations. Some translations, like the King James Version, take "Shiloh" as a proper name or title for the Messiah, the one who brings rest. However, the NIV translates it as "until he comes to whom it belongs," indicating the one to whom the scepter rightly belongs. This latter interpretation ties the phrase to the idea of royal authority and a future ruler from Judah's line. The Ezekiel 21:27 passage seems to support the "he to whom it belongs" interpretation, as does the Hebrew. Whether one is used or the other, both point to a messianic figure.
· How does the concept of kingship evolve in the Old Testament? While the idea of kingship was implicit before, it becomes explicit in Genesis 49 with the blessing of Judah, which promises a royal lineage. This prophecy is further elaborated in later books, such as Numbers and Deuteronomy. However, the actual establishment of kingship in Israel doesn't happen until the time of Saul and David, well after the initial entry into Canaan. Ultimately this kingship points towards the coming Messiah.


· What is the significance of the "toledoth" phrase, specifically in Genesis 37:2? The phrase “This is the account/generations of Jacob” (“toledoth” in Hebrew) in Genesis 37:2 marks a new section in the book, shifting the focus from Jacob's personal experiences to the events leading to the formation of the nation of Israel. It's a structural division point signifying that what follows will show how Jacob's descendants expand and begin to form a distinct people.
· What is the overall narrative arc of the Joseph story, and why is it significant? The Joseph narrative (Genesis 37-50) tells a story of betrayal, hardship, and ultimately redemption. Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers, unjustly imprisoned, and eventually rises to a position of power in Egypt. This sets the stage for the entire family of Jacob to go down to Egypt and become the nation of Israel. The story is significant not only for its literary and dramatic qualities but also for its importance in the redemptive history of Israel and for showing God's providential care.
· Is Joseph a type of Christ? While there are similarities between Joseph and Christ, such as their suffering and subsequent exaltation, the New Testament does not explicitly refer to Joseph as a type of Christ. Some argue that Joseph's role in saving his family from famine parallels Christ's salvation of His people, but it is important to not draw too many detailed allegorical connections. Joseph was a flawed character, and not a perfect parallel to Christ.
· How does the lineage of Judah play into the overall redemptive narrative, especially considering the story of Judah and Tamar? Despite Judah's flawed conduct (as seen in his interaction with Tamar), his lineage becomes a crucial part of God's redemptive plan. The child of that union, Perez, is a direct ancestor of David and ultimately Jesus. This illustrates that God can work through flawed individuals and even sinful acts to achieve His purposes, and the promised messianic line was never intended to be one of perfect individuals. While Joseph's prominence is temporary, the promise ultimately rests with the line of Judah.
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