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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Genesis, Session 11, Genesis 3 — Fall and
Serpent, Biblicalelearning.org, BelL

Robert Vannoy's lecture on Genesis 3 discusses the biblical "Fall," exploring its historical
significance as the introduction of sin into creation. The lecture analyzes the details of
the fall, focusing on the test of obedience presented to Adam and Eve, and the role of
the serpent. Vannoy examines differing interpretations of the serpent, considering
whether it was a literal snake or a symbolic representation of Satan, referencing other
biblical texts and scholarly opinions to support various viewpoints. The lecture
ultimately concludes that, regardless of the serpent's nature, a higher power
manipulated it. The text includes interpretations from various theological sources,
presenting different perspectives on the nature of the temptation and the consequences
of disobedience. The lecture aims to offer a comprehensive analysis of Genesis 3 within
the context of Christian theology and biblical interpretation.

2. 11 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Vannoy, Genesis, Session 11 — Double click icon to play in
Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel]
Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament 2
Pentateuch - Genesis).

Vannoy Genesis_Se
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Genesis, Session 11, Genesis 3
— Fall and Serpent

Okay, here is a briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the
provided lecture excerpts on Genesis 3:

Briefing Document: Analysis of Genesis 3 - The Fall

Overview: This lecture focuses on Genesis 3, exploring its significance as a pivotal
moment in human history, examining the details of the fall, and analyzing the role of the
serpent in the narrative. The lecture argues that this chapter explains the presence of sin
and suffering in a world that was initially created good.

Key Themes and Ideas:

1.

The Significance of Genesis 3 as a Turning Point:

Genesis 3 is identified as a crucial chapter, representing a tragic turning point in
history where sin enters the created world and distorts all of creation.

Vannoy emphasizes that sin is "unnatural” and "abnormal," not inherent to the
original design of the world. This is a critical point, since we have only ever known
a world with sin, and therefore it seems normal to us.

The fall is presented as the explanation for the presence of sin, misery, suffering,
and death in the world.

It's the root cause of man's estrangement from God, from himself, from other
people, and from nature.

“It’s the tragic turning point in history because with the fall into sin, sin enters into
the created world and distorts all of creation...But from Genesis 3 we learn that
sin does not belong in the world natively."

The Nature of the Test:

The test given to Adam and Eve was not about the fruit itself, but about
obedience to God.

The prohibition against eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
was a probationary command; its purpose was to determine whether man would
follow God's authority or assert his own.



The core issue was man's choice between following God's command, even
without understanding its reasons, or choosing to act on his own inclinations and
decide what is good and evil.

Vannoy quotes Herman Bavinck, who says "This proscriptive command is usually
given the name of a probationary command...Adam and Eve could find no reason
why, just now, the eating of this one particular tree was forbidden... they had to
keep the command not because they fathomed it in its reasonable content and
understood it, but solely because God had said it."

Disobedience was an act of rejecting God's authority and asserting self-authority.

"It is important only because it demonstrates man’s choice to follow his own
inclination and to disobey God."

. The Role of the Serpent:

The serpent is presented as "the instrument of the temptation," and a third party
involved in the fall, in addition to Adam and Eve.

The lecture explores the debate over whether the serpent's role is literal or
allegorical, with some scholars interpreting it as a mere fable.

The lecture refutes the idea that the serpent is just a fable, and uses Paul's
references in 2 Cor. 11:3 and 1 Tim 2:13 to support this.

The lecture uses references in John 8:44, Romans 16:20, and Revelation 20:2 to
argue that the serpent was not merely a snake but was inhabited by Satan.

The serpent was "more subtle than any beast of the field," suggesting a level of
intelligence beyond that of animals, and perhaps even surpassing human
intelligence.

The serpent in this passage is not merely an animal, but an instrument through
which Satan acted. The lecture offers parallels to the talking donkey in Numbers
as an instance of God using an animal, and that Satan also used an animal here.

Vannoy argues that the curse on the serpent in Genesis 3:14 and the description
"on your belly you shall go" refers to a physical change. He adds that the phrase
"eat dust" is likely figurative.

The lecture also discusses the definition of "subtle" as a word that can mean
either "shrewd/prudent" or "crafty/deceptive". Though the definition can be
positive, it's ultimately more likely to be used in the negative, as Paul uses it.



It is concluded that the serpent was an animal, but also a being inhabited by
Satan, and that the curse involved physical changes as well as character changes.

"It seems quite clear that Paul appeals to this as something that actually
happened...Again, the rest of Scripture seems to make it clear that there is more
than simply a snake that’s involved...here was a serpent who was speaking but
there was a higher power involved who utilized the serpent to speak through
him."

Key Points for Discussion:

The historical reality of the fall: The lecture strongly emphasizes the literal and
historical nature of the events described in Genesis 3, rejecting purely allegorical
interpretations.

The nature of sin: Sin is presented not as an inevitable part of human nature, but
as an intrusion into the originally good creation.

The authority of God: The test in Genesis 3 underscores the importance of
obedience to God's commands and the consequences of rejecting divine
authority.

The complexity of the serpent's role: The lecture provides insight on the complex
interaction between a literal animal and the influence of Satan on the serpentin
the narrative.

Conclusion:

This lecture provides a theological framework for understanding Genesis 3 as a
foundational text for understanding the nature of sin, humanity's estrangement from
God, and the ongoing struggle between good and evil. It emphasizes the importance of
reading the text literally and within the broader context of the Bible, and provides an
interpretation that sees the serpent both as an animal and as an instrument of Satan.



4. Study Guide: Vannoy, Genesis, Session 11, Genesis 3 — Fall
and Serpent

Genesis 3: The Fall - Study Guide

Quiz

Instructions: Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each.

1.
2.

9.

What is the significance of Genesis 3 in the context of biblical and human history?

What was the nature of the test imposed on Adam and Eve, and why was the
specific tree chosen?

According to Vannoy, what does the serpent represent in the narrative?

How do other parts of scripture support the idea that the serpent was more than
just an animal?

How does the lecture explain the Hebrew word ‘arum and its significance in
describing the serpent?

How does the lecture explain that sin is "unnatural and abnormal"?
What are the four ways that humanity becomes estranged due to the fall?

What biblical examples are given to support the idea of God and spiritual beings
speaking through animals?

How did the curse affect the serpent according to Genesis 3?

10. What conclusion does the lecture come to regarding the nature of the serpent in

Genesis 37

Answer Key

1.

2.

Genesis 3 is a pivotal point in both biblical and human history because it
describes the entrance of sin into the world, distorting all of creation. The fall
results in the estrangement of humanity from God, itself, others, and nature,
explaining the presence of sin, misery, suffering, and death in the world.

The test was whether Adam and Eve would obey God's command not to eat from
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil or follow their own inclinations. The
tree was chosen to test their obedience to God's authority, not because of any
inherent significance in the fruit itself.



3. The serpent represents an instrument of temptation, with an intelligence
comparable to or greater than humans. While the serpent appears as an animal,
the lecture suggests it was being used as a vehicle or disguise for a spiritual being,
namely Satan.

4. Other parts of Scripture, such as 2 Corinthians 11:3, 1 Timothy 2:13, John 8:44,
Romans 16:20, and Revelation 20:2, link the serpent in Genesis to Satan, who is
described as the "father of lies" and the dragon. These verses indicate that the
serpent was not merely an animal but was being used by Satan.

5. The Hebrew word ‘arum, translated as "subtle", can mean either "prudent” or
"crafty." While some argue for a more neutral understanding, the lecture
concludes that the negative sense of "crafty" is more appropriate in the context
of the serpent's actions, based on interpretations found in 2 Corinthians.

6. Sinis explained as "unnatural and abnormal" because, in the original state of
creation, sin was absent. It was introduced with the fall of humanity in Genesis 3,
which means it is a corruption of the original created order.

7. The four ways humanity becomes estranged are: from God (broken relationship),
from oneself (inner conflict and shame), from other people (broken relationships
and conflict), and from nature (disrupted harmony and control).

8. The lecture uses the examples of Balaam's donkey in Numbers and the serpent in
Genesis to illustrate how God and spiritual beings can use animals to convey
messages. Both are presented as extraordinary occurrences where God/Satan
used animals as instruments.

9. The curse on the serpent resulted in it being cursed above all other animals,
condemned to crawl on its belly, and eat dust. This curse included a degradation
of its form and was to be a sign of its fall.

10.The lecture concludes that the serpent was a literal animal used by Satan, who
was acting as an intelligent spiritual force in the event. The animal was likely
altered by the curse, and served as a vehicle to tempt Adam and Eve.

Essay Questions

1. Analyze the various interpretations of the serpent in Genesis 3, considering both
the literal and symbolic perspectives. Discuss how these interpretations impact
our understanding of the fall.



2. Explore the concept of "obedience" as it relates to the test in Genesis 3. How
does this narrative challenge or affirm traditional notions of authority and divine
commands?

3. Discuss the immediate and long-term consequences of the fall as described in
Genesis 3. Consider the effects on the relationship between humanity and God,
humanity and itself, humanity and others, and humanity and nature.

4. Compare and contrast the lecture's interpretation of Genesis 3 with other
theological views on the fall of man. How does the lecture’s emphasis on the
historical reality of the event affect its overall message?

5. Examine the significance of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. What
does its presence and prohibition reveal about God's nature, the nature of
temptation, and the nature of human autonomy?

Glossary of Key Terms

‘Arum: A Hebrew word translated as “subtle,” but also meaning "prudent” or "crafty". In
the context of the Genesis 3 serpent, the lecture argues for the "crafty" meaning.

Fall (of Man): The biblical event in Genesis 3, where Adam and Eve disobeyed God by
eating from the forbidden tree. The act introduced sin into the world.

Probationary Command: A command that serves to test obedience or character, such as
God’s command regarding the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Serpent: In Genesis 3, the talking creature, presented as a snake, that tempts Eve to eat
the forbidden fruit. It is interpreted as an instrument of Satan and not just an animal.

Satan: A fallen angel and the adversary of God. In the lecture, Satan is believed to be the
power behind the serpent’s actions in Genesis 3.

Estrangement: The state of being alienated or separated, referring to the broken
relationships between humanity and God, self, others, and nature because of sin.

Subtle: In the context of Genesis 3, this word is used to describe the serpent. It carries
connotations of craftiness and slyness.

Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil: The specific tree that God forbid Adam and Eve
to eat from. Its prohibition served as a test of their obedience.



5. FAQs on Vannoy, Genesis, Session 11, Genesis 3 — Fall and
Serpent, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on Genesis 3 and the Fall

1.

2.

What is the significance of Genesis 3 in biblical and human history?

Genesis 3 is considered a pivotal chapter as it marks the entry of sin into the
created world. Before the fall, the world was in harmony, but with Adam and
Eve's disobedience, sin distorted all of creation, leading to a broken relationship
between humans and God, humans and themselves, humans and each other, and
humans and nature. It also provides an explanation for the presence of suffering,
misery, and death in what is otherwise a wonderful universe.

What was the nature of the test God gave to Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden?

The test was essentially a simple command: not to eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. The act of eating the fruit was significant not in itself
but because it represented a choice. Would Adam and Eve obey God’s direct
command or follow their own inclinations and desires? It was a test of obedience
and trust in God's authority, not of understanding the command's inherent logic.
They were meant to submit to God's authority rather than self-determine good
and evil.

Why is the "serpent" in Genesis 3 not just a normal animal?

While the text initially presents a talking serpent as a "beast of the field", it is
ultimately more than just an animal. The serpent displays intelligence that is
described as being at least comparable to, and potentially greater than, that of
humans. The New Testament passages clarify that this serpent was a tool used by
Satan, a spiritual being, to deceive Eve. The serpent, therefore, is a representation
of a fallen angel working to undermine God's plans.



7. How does the New Testament interpret the events of Genesis 3?

8. The New Testament references Genesis 3 as a historical event, not just a fable or
parable. Passages like 2 Corinthians 11:3 and 1 Timothy 2:13 refer to the
deception of Eve by the serpent and the subsequent fall. Furthermore, the New
Testament makes the connection between the serpent and Satan explicit, such as
in John 8:44, Romans 16:20, and Revelation 20:2, where Satan is referred to as
"that old serpent." This connection confirms that the serpent was not simply an
animal, but an instrument used by Satan to initiate the fall.

9. What does the term “subtle” mean in describing the serpent in Genesis 3:1?

10.The term “subtle,” translated from the Hebrew word ‘arum, can have both
positive and negative connotations, meaning either "prudent" and "wise," or
"crafty" and "deceptive." Though some interpretations emphasize the serpent's
initial wisdom or intelligence, the overall context of the Fall, as well as
interpretations in the New Testament (particularly 2 Corinthians 11:3), strongly
suggest that the serpent was cunning and manipulative rather than genuinely
wise. This craftiness is further emphasized by the actions the serpent takes in
deceiving Eve.

11. How was the serpent impacted by the curse that God pronounces in Genesis 3?

12.The curse on the serpent includes being "cursed above all cattle... on your belly
you shall go, and you shall eat dust." The text suggests a physical change or a
degradation of the serpent’s status as an animal. Before the fall, the serpent was
"more subtle than any beast of the field," which could imply some level of
standing among the animals; the curse, however, makes the serpent's nature and
form crawl on the ground as an additional result of the Fall.

13.What does the "eating dust" of the serpent represent?

14. While snakes do not literally eat dust, the curse "you shall eat dust" is likely a
figurative expression referring to the nature of snakes crawling on the ground,
often through dirt. It symbolizes the humiliation and degradation of the serpent
as a consequence of its role in the Fall. It highlights the serpent’s reduced status
and its association with what is lowly and unclean.
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15. What does the nature of the fall tell us about human nature and the nature of
sin?

16.The Fall reveals that sin is not natural to creation, but is an abnormality
introduced through human disobedience. The test of the forbidden fruit
highlights how the inclination to follow one's own desires rather than submit to
God's authority is at the heart of human sin. The consequences of this choice
demonstrate that sin has a profound impact on all of creation and humanity,
leading to estrangement and corruption.



