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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Genesis, Session 3, Primeval Period, Genealogy
and Chronology, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

This lecture excerpt from Robert Vannoy's Old Testament History course discusses the
relationship between archaeology and biblical history, emphasizing that while
archaeology offers general support for the Old Testament's historicity, it doesn't provide
specific, definitive proof. The lecture then focuses on the genealogies in Genesis 5 and
11, arguing against using them to establish precise chronologies. Vannoy, drawing on the
work of Green and Warfield, explains that these genealogies primarily aim to
demonstrate lines of descent, not to offer detailed chronological information, and that
the terminology used should be understood within its biblical context. Finally, the
lecture highlights the importance of Scripture as the foundation of faith, while
cautioning against biblio-idolatry.

2. 23 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Vannoy, Genesis, Session 3 — Double click icon to play in
Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel]
Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament 2
Pentateuch - Genesis).
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Genesis, Session 3, Primeval
Period, Genealogy and Chronology

Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important
ideas from the provided lecture excerpts, with relevant quotes:

Briefing Document: Old Testament History - Primeval Period, Genealogies &
Chronology

l. Introduction

This document summarizes a lecture by Robert Vannoy on Old Testament History,
focusing on the Primeval Period, genealogies, and chronology, as presented in the Book
of Genesis. The lecture emphasizes the appropriate use of archaeology, the foundational
role of Scripture in faith, and the challenges of interpreting early biblical genealogies for
chronological purposes.

Il. Key Themes and Ideas
e Archaeology and the Old Testament:

o Supportive, but Not Definitive: Archaeological discoveries generally support the
historical picture presented in the Old Testament, particularly regarding the
sophistication of ancient cultures. As Vannoy notes, "archeology has generally
tended to support the historicity of the biblical material." However, archaeology
doesn't provide "specific corroborations that are identical to what is spoken in the
Scriptures."

o Countering Skepticism: Archaeology has challenged the skepticism of figures like
Wellhausen, who worked in a time with limited knowledge of ancient cultures.
For instance, the discovery of writing in Egypt around 2700 B.C. disproved claims
that writing didn't exist during Moses' time.

« Limitations: Vannoy cautions against over-reliance on archaeology. It should not
become the final arbiter of scriptural truth, noting, "we don’t want the Scripture
to be put at disposal of the archeologists and let them get the final word." He
advises a balance and critical discernment in using archaeological arguments. He
specifically notes, "l don’t think you can talk in most instances of proof however,
there are a few isolated instances of concrete confirmation."



Scripture as the Foundation of Faith:

Primary Authority: The lecture emphasizes that Scripture is the foundation of
Christian faith. Vannoy highlights the view of Machen that individuals, "come to
know Christ through the Scripture and you learn who he is and why he came."

Reciprocal Action with Faith: Faith confirms the truths of Scripture, working with
the Holy Spirit to open understanding. Vannoy states, "Your faith certainly
confirms your experience. It confirms your thoughts in the Scripture and | think
the Holy Spirit is at work." However, "the foundation for faith is the Scripture, the
Spirit doesn’t work apart from the Scripture.”

Avoiding Biblio-ldolatry: The lecture cautions against worshipping the Bible itself,
emphasizing that the Bible is a means to Christ. As Jesus said, "you search the
Scriptures because it is in them that you think you have life, but you won’t come
to me." Undermining the Scriptures, however, erodes faith over time.

Subjectivity: The lecture argues that experience is not foundational. Vannoy
states, "if you experience what is fundamental and central and that becomes
subjective, then anybody’s experience can count. You don’t want to exclude the
importance of the experience. Experience has a role but | don’t think its role is
foundational."

Challenges of Biblical Chronology:

Non-Western Historiography: The lecture acknowledges that Old Testament
history writing doesn't always adhere to modern Western standards of
historiography, particularly regarding chronological precision. Chronological
relationships are not always treated as greatly important. "When you look at the
Old Testament you find that chronological relationships are not always considered
to be of great importance."

Dating Pre-Abraham: The lecture identifies difficulties in dating periods before
Abraham, including the time between Adam and the Flood, and from the Flood to
Abraham, which are not dated explicitly in scripture.

Genealogies Not for Chronology: Vannoy argues that the genealogies in Genesis
5 and 11 cannot be used to create a definitive chronology. He quotes Warfield
saying, "it is precarious to the highest degree to draw chronological inferences
from genealogical tables."

Genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11:



Not Chronological: The primary purpose of these genealogies is to show "lines of
descent," not to provide a chronological framework. As Warfield states, "These
genealogies must be esteemed trustworthy for the purposes for which they were
recorded. But they cannot safely be pressed into use for other purposes for which
they were not intended and for which they were not adapted."

Abridged Records: Biblical genealogies are often abridged, omitting generations.
"There is no reason inherent in the nature of the scriptural genealogies, why a
genealogy of ten recorded links may not actually represent an actual descendent
of a hundred or a thousand or ten thousand links."

Meaning of "Beget" and "Son": Terms like "beget" and "son" don't always imply
immediate descent. Instead, they signify ancestry. As the lecture states, "Often
both of these terms are used in the sense of “become the ancestor of.”

Examples of Abridgment: The lecture uses examples like 1 Chronicles 26:24
(Shebuel, son of Gershom, son of Moses) and Matthew 1:1 (Jesus, son of
Abraham, son of David) to illustrate abridgement in biblical genealogies.

Numbers Indicate Lifespans: The numbers in these genealogies are more
indicative of lifespans and the age at which childbearing began, not a
chronological timeline. "These numbers are given with the same regularity as the
age of the birth of his son. They are of no use in making up a chronology of a
period."

Key Quotes

"archeology has generally tended to support the historicity of the biblical
material."

"we don’t want the Scripture to be put at disposal of the archeologists and let
them get the final word."

"The foundation for faith is the Scripture, the Spirit doesn’t work apart from the
Scripture."

"it is precarious to the highest degree to draw chronological inferences from
genealogical tables."

"These genealogies must be esteemed trustworthy for the purposes for which
they were recorded. But they cannot safely be pressed into use for other
purposes for which they were not intended and for which they were not
adapted."



e "There is no reason inherent in the nature of the scriptural genealogies, why a
genealogy of ten recorded links may not actually represent an actual descendent
of a hundred or a thousand or ten thousand links."

o "Often both of these terms are used in the sense of “become the ancestor of.”"

o "These numbers are given with the same regularity as the age of the birth of his
son. They are of no use in making up a chronology of a period."

IV. Conclusion

This lecture provides a balanced view of archaeology's role in understanding the Old
Testament, emphasizing that Scripture is the ultimate foundation of faith. It also clarifies
that the genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11 should not be interpreted as precise
chronological records, but rather as abridged lines of descent. The lecture encourages
caution when creating strict chronologies based on this information, noting that it is not
the purpose of the text, and this misapplication could undermine faith. The lecture is a
call for careful textual analysis and critical discernment when approaching these topics.



4. Study Guide: Vannoy, Genesis, Session 3, Primeval Period,
Genealogy and Chronology

Old Testament History Study Guide: Primeval Period, Genealogies & Chronology
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.

1. How has archaeological research generally impacted the study of the Old
Testament's historical claims?

2. What caution does the lecture present regarding the use of archaeological
findings to "prove" the Bible?

3. According to the lecture, what is the foundation for a person's religious
experience and faith?

4. Why does the lecture state that the chronological relationships in the Old
Testament are not always considered to be of great importance?

5. According to the lecture, what are the two major periods of time prior to
Abraham for which the dating is unclear?

6. What is the main problem with attempting to date events like the creation or the
flood using the genealogies in Genesis 5 and 117

7. According to the lecture, what is the primary purpose of the genealogies in
Genesis 5and 117

8. How do the terms "beget" and "son" differ in meaning in the Old Testament
compared to modern English usage?

9. What is "abridgement" as it relates to Biblical genealogies, and why is it
important to understand?

10. What is the purpose of the numerical information included within the
genealogies?

Answer Key

1. Archaeology has generally supported the historicity of the Old Testament.
Discoveries have substantiated the general picture presented in Scripture, and
have countered some of the skepticism from earlier critics like Wellhausen who
claimed, for example, that writing was not developed at the time of Moses.



However, archaeological discoveries rarely offer specific corroboration identical to
what is in Scripture.

. The lecture cautions against relying too heavily on archaeology to prove the Bible
because, while it generally confirms biblical history, it doesn't offer concrete proof
in most instances. Over-reliance could also make it difficult if new archaeological
evidence is discovered that would seem to contradict the Bible. The Bible should
not be at the "disposal" of archaeologists.

. The lecture argues that the Scripture is the foundation for a person's religious
experience and faith. The Holy Spirit works through the Scripture to confirm
those truths and it points to Christ. The Scripture is the foundation to learn about
Christ.

In the Old Testament, chronological relationships are not always precise because
the primary focus was not always to present a precise timeline. Instead, other
considerations, such as highlighting specific lines of descent or the impact of an
event, were often prioritized over strict chronological detail, unlike modern
western historiography.

. The two major periods of time prior to Abraham that are difficult to date are from
Adam to the flood and Noah, and then from Noah to Abraham. Scripture does not
give us any explicit date for these events or how long these periods were.

. The main problem with using the genealogies in Genesis 5 and 11 to date events
is that these genealogies are not intended to be used for chronological purposes.
The genealogies often contain gaps and abridgements, meaning they may not
include every generation in a lineage and, therefore, you cannot derive precise
timelines using them.

. The primary purpose of the genealogies in Genesis 5 and 11 is to show lines of
descent, tracing the lineage from Adam to Noah and then from Noah to Abraham.
It shows how a family line was linked to one another. Their main objective is to
demonstrate ancestry and to show where people came from in the family line.

In the Old Testament, "beget" and "son" often indicate a broader sense of
ancestry or descent, not always immediate parent-child relationships. These
terms are used to demonstrate lineage as a whole, rather than every immediate
descendant. They are not always used to define an immediate descendent, like
we do in modern English.



9.

"Abridgement" in biblical genealogies means that some generations or links may
be omitted or skipped in a family's history. This is because the purpose of the
genealogies was to show the line of descent rather than to provide a complete
and exhaustive list of every single ancestor.

10.The numbers introduced into these genealogies serve to indicate life spans and

the age at which childbearing began. They provide a look at the lives of
individuals within a generation. They are not intended to build a chronology of
time, even though the reader might perceive that they are used to serve that
purpose.

Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the tension between archaeological discoveries and the interpretation of
biblical texts, particularly regarding the historicity of the Old Testament. What
role should each play in our understanding of the Bible?

Analyze the significance of the lecture's claim that the genealogies in Genesis 5
and 11 are not primarily intended for chronological purposes. How does this
affect our interpretation of the Bible?

Explore the lecture's discussion of the terms "beget," "son," and "abridgement" in
the context of Old Testament genealogies. How does understanding these

concepts change how we interpret the Bible?

How does the lecture's emphasis on the scripture being the "foundation for faith"
impact discussions of biblical inerrancy and the role of the Holy Spirit? How are
those concepts interconnected?

Considering the limitations discussed in the lecture, how should readers of the
Old Testament approach historical and chronological claims in the text? How
would this shape their reading?



Glossary of Key Terms

Historiography: The study of how history is written, interpreted, and understood,
including the methodology and assumptions used by historians.

Wellhausen: Julius Wellhausen, a 19th-century German biblical scholar known for
his critical approach to the Old Testament and his development of the
Documentary Hypothesis.

Biblio-idolatry: The excessive worship or veneration of the Bible, treating it as an
object of worship rather than a source of revelation.

Subjectivism: The philosophical doctrine that knowledge and values are based on
individual perception and experience rather than objective reality.

Primeval Period: The earliest period of human history, generally referring to the
time before written records, often referring to the biblical account of creation and
early human history.

Genealogy: A record or account of the descent of a person, family, or group from
an ancestor; a family history.

Abridgement: The act of shortening or condensing something, in this case,
referring to the omission of names and links in biblical genealogies.

Conspectus: A summary or overview of a topic or subject.

Inerrancy: The doctrine that the Bible is completely without error in its original
manuscripts, usually implying historical and factual accuracy as well as spiritual
truth.

Documentary Hypothesis: The theory that the Pentateuch (the first five books of
the Old Testament) was compiled from several distinct sources written at
different times.
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5. FAQs on Vannoy, Genesis, Session 3, Primeval Period,
Genealogy and Chronology, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ: Old Testament History, Genealogies, and Chronology

How has archaeology impacted the understanding of the Old Testament's
historical claims? Archaeological discoveries have generally supported the
historicity of the Old Testament by uncovering evidence of sophisticated ancient
cultures, like the Egyptians. This evidence has countered some earlier criticisms
based on the lack of known writing systems or advanced cultures. For example,
the idea that writing was unknown in Moses’s time has been debunked. However,
archaeology does not provide exact, identical confirmations of every detail in the
Bible. Rather, it offers broad corroboration that supports the overall historical
picture presented. It is important to remember that archaeology should be used
carefully. It should not be the only source used to prove the Bible, as there is a
possibility of changing archaeological evidence that could be interpreted to
contradict scripture.

What role does Scripture play in Christian faith, and how does this relate to
experience and the Holy Spirit? Scripture serves as the foundation for Christian
faith. It provides the knowledge of Christ and the gospel. While personal
experience of faith is significant, it is not foundational, but rather works in a
reciprocal relationship with Scripture. The Holy Spirit works through Scripture,
opening understanding and enabling belief. Undermining the trustworthiness of
the Scripture would hinder people from accepting it. The Holy Spirit generally
works through normal procedures of thought, with Scripture as its basis.

Is the Bible primarily concerned with precise chronological details? Not always.
While some parts of the Old Testament, such as the book of Kings, contain
detailed chronologies, other areas, particularly in the primeval period (before
Abraham), do not emphasize precise dating. For example, the specific times of
events and relationships such as Abraham's arrival on the scene or Israel's time in
Egypt, are not explicitly stated. The Bible does not consistently prioritize a
modern Western-style chronological approach in all its historical accounts.
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Can the genealogies in Genesis 5 and 11 be used to determine the age of the
Earth or date the creation of man and the flood? No, the genealogies in Genesis
5 and 11 are not intended for chronological purposes, and thus they cannot be
used to date the creation of man or the flood. The primary function of these
genealogies is to show lines of descent, not to provide a complete chronological
record of every generation. It is an invalid procedure to use them for a precise
timeline of human history. Attempts to use these genealogies to calculate dates,
like those of Archbishop Usher, do not have a solid basis in the intended function
of these passages. The bible does not provide a specific age for the earth.

What is the meaning of "beget," "bear," and "son" in biblical genealogies? In
biblical genealogies, the terms "beget," and "bear" are often used to mean
becoming an ancestor, not necessarily the immediate parent. Similarly, the term
“son” can refer to any descendant, not just an immediate son. For example, Jesus
is referred to as the "son of Abraham" in Matthew 1:1, even though many
generations separated them. These terms should not be taken to indicate
immediate parent-child relationships in the genealogies.

How does "abridgment" play a role in biblical genealogies? Abridgment, or
compression, is a common practice in biblical genealogies. It is a normal and
accepted characteristic that many generations are often skipped in these lists. The
purpose of biblical genealogies is to show the line of descent, not to provide a
comprehensive list of every individual in a family tree. For example, 1 Chronicles
26:24 mentions Shebuel as the son of Gershom, the son of Moses but omits the
hundreds of years between them, so it’s meant as a line of descent rather than an
immediate, father-son lineage. The importance is to show the lineage, not to
detail every generation.

If the numbers in the genealogies are not chronological, what is their purpose?
The numbers included in the genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11 primarily indicate
the lifespan of the individuals and the age at which they began bearing
descendants, not to provide a chronological timeline. They contribute to a general
idea of the length and scope of the lives of those in the genealogy. These
numbers do not provide any chronological significance, as these records could
easily have skipped a multitude of generations.
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Why is it important to understand the purpose and nature of biblical
genealogies when interpreting the Old Testament? Understanding the nature
and purpose of biblical genealogies is crucial for proper interpretation of the Old
Testament. Misinterpreting them by assuming complete records of every
generation or by using them for chronological calculations that they were not
intended for can lead to misunderstandings of scripture. Biblical genealogies have
the purpose of establishing a line of descent, and not a chronological one.
Understanding this is important in maintaining the trustworthiness and accuracy
of the text.



