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1. Abstract of Rata, Ezra-Nehemiah, Session 11, Nehemiah 11-13, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
Dr. Tiberius Rata's lecture analyzes Nehemiah chapters 11-13, focusing on the repopulation and fortification of Jerusalem. He details the lists of individuals who resettled the city and participated in the wall's dedication ceremony, highlighting the religious and musical components of the celebration. Furthermore, the lecture examines Nehemiah's reforms, including exclusions, expulsions, organizational changes, Sabbath observance enforcement, and the prohibition of intermarriage with foreigners. Finally, Dr. Rata stresses the distinction between descriptive and prescriptive elements within the text, emphasizing the importance of understanding Nehemiah's actions within their historical context and applying the underlying principles to contemporary Christian life.
2.  14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Rata, Session 11 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Historical Books  Ezra/Nehemiah). 




3.  Briefing Document: Rata, Ezra-Nehemiah, Session 11, 
 	Nehemiah 11-13
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Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the provided source, "Rata_Ez_Neh_EN_Session11.pdf":
Briefing Document: Nehemiah Chapters 11-13
Overview: This document summarizes Dr. Rata's lecture on Nehemiah chapters 11-13. These chapters cover the repopulation of Jerusalem, the dedication of the city wall, and various reforms initiated by Nehemiah. The lecture emphasizes the importance of the law, obedience, and the need for God's people to be set apart.
Key Themes and Ideas:
1. Repopulation of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 11):
· The Need: After the rebuilding of the wall, there was a need to repopulate Jerusalem. People were reluctant to live in the city, preferring the surrounding towns where they could farm.
· "Nobody wanted to live in Jerusalem... they wanted to live in the towns outside where they could plant crops, plant fruit trees and live there."
· The Method: Leaders lived in Jerusalem, and the rest were chosen by casting lots, which was still seen as a method for discerning God's will at that time.
· "the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of ten to live in Jerusalem the holy city"
· Population: The city's population was estimated to be around 6,000 during this period.
· "Yamauchi suggests that the population of Jerusalem during Nehemiah's time had contracted to 6,000 people."
· Lists: Chapter 11 includes lists of leaders, priests, Levites, gatekeepers, temple servants, and those who settled in Jerusalem, showcasing the organized nature of the repopulation effort.
· "Verses 3 to 9 mention the leaders. Verses 10 to 14 list the priests. Verses 15 to 18 list the Levites...Verse 19, the gatekeepers...Verse 21, the temple servants..."
· Geographic Scope: The repopulation efforts extended to areas from Beersheba to the Valley of Hinnom, delineating Judah's borders.
· "The Bible speaks about the route from Beersheba to the valley of Hinnom to delineate Judah's borders."
2. Dedication of the City Wall (Nehemiah 12):
· List of Priests and Levites: The chapter begins with a list of priests and Levites who returned from exile under Zerubbabel, spanning a period of about 100 years.
· "this list has a span of about 100 years, from 538 to about 400 BC...starts with Joshua... all the way to Jonathan."
· Celebration: The dedication of the wall was marked by a great celebration, including music, choirs, and purification.
· "they sought the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, with thanksgivings and with singing, with cymbals, harps, and lyres."
· Purification: The priests and Levites purified themselves, the people, the gates, and the wall, although the exact method is not specified.
· "And the priests and the Levites purified themselves, and they purified the people and the gates and the wall."
· Choirs and Processions: Two large choirs processed around the city, accompanied by trumpets and other instruments. Ezra led one of the processions.
· "One went to the south on the wall to the dung gate... the other choir of those who gave thanks went to the north... The procession was led by Ezra."
· Joy: The celebration was marked by great joy, symbolizing the people’s gratitude for God’s help in rebuilding the city.
· "the joy of Jerusalem was heard far away...“the joy of the Lord is your strength.”"
· Offerings and Temple Service: Men were appointed to oversee the collection of offerings, firstfruits, and tithes for the temple. The service was based on the traditions set by David and Solomon.
· "On that day, men were appointed over the storerooms, the contributions, the first fruits, and the tithes to gather them into the portions required by the law for the priests and for the Levites..."
· "Everything that Nehemiah did was patterned after the past."
3. Reforms Under Nehemiah (Nehemiah 13):
· Reform through Exclusion: The reading of the Law led to the exclusion of Ammonites and Moabites from the assembly. This was based on the law of Moses.
· "As soon as the people heard the law, they separated Israel from Israel, all those of foreign descent... Intermarriage with non-Israelites had been against God's law since the time of Moses"
· Reform through Expulsion: Nehemiah expelled Tobiah from a chamber in the temple that Eliashib had provided for him, emphasizing the need to maintain the sanctity of the temple.
· "I was very angry, and I threw all Tobiah's household furniture out of the chamber. Then I gave orders, and they cleansed the chambers."
· Reform through Organization: Nehemiah organized the collection and distribution of tithes to the Levites and other temple workers, addressing their neglect.
· "Why is the house of God forsaken?” ...I gathered them together and set them in their stations...all Judah brought the tithe of the grain, wine, and oil into the storehouses."
· Restoration and the Torah: Nehemiah’s work highlighted that restoration was linked to the word of God.
· "In God's economy, restoration is spelled R-E-S-T-O-R-A-T-I-O-N. Torah is in the middle of restoration."
· Reform through Sabbath Observation: Nehemiah enforced Sabbath observance, preventing merchants from selling goods on the holy day.
· "I commanded that the door should be shut and gave orders that they should not be open until after the Sabbath... From that time on, they did not come on the Sabbath."
· Reform through Separation from Sin: Nehemiah addressed the issue of intermarriage with foreigners, which he considered a sin against God. He used harsh methods to end these marriages.
· "Nehemiah confronted them, cursed them and beat some of them and pulled out their hair... You shall not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons or for yourselves."
· Solomon's Example: Nehemiah used Solomon's story as a warning against the dangers of intermarriage and the influence of pagan wives.
· "Did not Solomon, king of Israel, sin on account of such women? Among the many nations, there was no king like him... Nevertheless, foreign women made him sin."
· Expulsion of the High Priest's Grandson: Nehemiah expelled the grandson of the high priest, Eliashib, for marrying the daughter of Sanballat.
· "one of the sons of Jehoiada... was the son-in-law of Sanballat the Horonite. Therefore I chased him from me."
· Remember Me Prayer: The book ends with another "Remember me" prayer from Nehemiah, highlighting his commitment to serving God.
· "Remember them, O my God... Remember me, O my God, for good."
Application and Conclusion:
· Descriptive vs. Prescriptive: It’s important to understand which parts of the text are descriptive and which are prescriptive. While we can learn from Nehemiah's dedication, his harsh methods of leadership should not be emulated.
· "This text is not prescriptive. It is descriptive...Nehemiah's style of leadership is different and it is not for us to follow."
· Principles: The text emphasizes important principles like God's desire for His people to be set apart, the preeminence of God’s Word, and the need for leaders to ensure that God's word is the practice of believers.
· "God desires His people to be set apart and to live holy lives. God's leaders need to make sure that God's word has preeminence..."
· Christ-Centered View: The Old Testament points toward the coming of Jesus Christ, the true leader, who provides salvation and sets an example for believers to follow.
· "Ezra and Nehemiah point forward to the coming of the true leader, the person of Jesus Christ who died for our sins and set an example for us that we should follow Him."
· New Era of Worship: The end of Nehemiah’s work marks the beginning of a new era of Jewish worship according to prescribed legal principles that was only changed when Christ came and removed the legal burden from believers.
· "A new era of Jewish worship has started. Worship according to prescribed legal principles. It was only with the coming of Christ... that another era was commenced in which the legal burden was removed from the shoulders of mankind..."
Key Takeaway: Nehemiah's leadership focused on rebuilding not just physical structures, but also spiritual life. The emphasis on obedience to the law, the importance of community, and the need for holiness are important themes to glean from this passage. However, his leadership style is not always a model for modern Christians. Instead, Nehemiah's faithfulness points to the need for a true leader, Jesus Christ.
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Nehemiah 11-13 Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. What was the primary focus of Nehemiah chapter 11?
2. Why was it necessary to cast lots to determine who would live in Jerusalem?
3. According to the source, what was the significance of the lists in Nehemiah 12?
4. Why were the Levites not readily available when the wall was dedicated?
5. What were the main features of the wall dedication celebration?
6. What was the significance of offerings in the celebration?
7. What prompted the reform in Nehemiah 13?
8. Describe the reform through exclusion found in Nehemiah 13.
9. What was the problem with Eliashib and how did Nehemiah address it?
10. How does the book of Nehemiah end, and what is its significance?
Quiz Answer Key
1. The primary focus of Nehemiah chapter 11 was the repopulation of Jerusalem, emphasizing the fortification of the city's physical, human, and governmental strength, which was referred to as the holy city. Leaders lived there, and then lots were cast to determine who else should live there, since most people preferred the surrounding farmlands.
2. Casting lots was necessary because most people preferred to live outside Jerusalem, where they could cultivate land. Casting lots was viewed as determining the divine will at that time; therefore, the city leaders had to resort to this method to populate the city.
3. The lists in Nehemiah 12 served to connect the high priests from Joshua to Jonathan, demonstrating the continuity of the priesthood and the importance of the priestly lineage. These lists cover a span of about 100 years, from 538 to about 400 BC.
4. The Levites were not readily available because they had settled in the villages surrounding Jerusalem, rather than within the city itself. This meant that they needed to be summoned to participate in the wall dedication celebration.
5. The wall dedication celebration included two large choirs, trumpeters, and an orchestra. It also involved purification rituals for the people, gates, and wall, and included great sacrifices and rejoicing that could be heard far away.
6. Offerings, including the firstfruits and tithes, were significant because they represented a return to obedience to God's law, particularly regarding the support of the priests and Levites. The temple service and its financial support was restored to its proper function.
7. The reform in Nehemiah 13 was prompted by the people’s deviation from God's law and a number of problems within the temple itself, and these included intermarriage, neglect of the temple, lack of support for the Levites, and disregard for the Sabbath.
8. The reform through exclusion involved separating all those of foreign descent from the Israelites based on the law of Moses. Specifically, Ammonites and Moabites were excluded from the assembly of God because of their past opposition to Israel.
9. Eliashib, the priest, had provided a room in the temple for Tobiah, who was an enemy of Israel. Nehemiah was very angry when he discovered this, and he threw out all of Tobiah's household items, cleansed the room, and reestablished the use of the room as a place to store temple supplies.
10. The book of Nehemiah ends with a prayer, where Nehemiah asks God to remember him for good, emphasizing his desire to remain pure to the law of God. This prayer mirrors other prayers throughout the book and contrasts Nehemiah with those who had desecrated the priesthood and the covenant.


Essay Questions
Instructions: Answer these questions in essay format, drawing upon the provided source material.
1. Analyze Nehemiah's leadership style as revealed in chapters 11-13. How does his approach compare to that of Ezra?
2. Discuss the role of the law in the restoration of Jerusalem, as seen through the events in Nehemiah 11-13. What particular aspects of the law were emphasized?
3. Explore the significance of the dedication ceremony in Nehemiah 12. What does it reveal about the community's priorities and values?
4. Explain the various types of reforms enacted in Nehemiah 13. What does this reveal about the challenges faced by the community in maintaining their covenant with God?
5. How do the themes of obedience and disobedience, as presented in Nehemiah 11-13, relate to the broader narrative of the Old Testament?

Glossary of Key Terms
· Casting Lots: A method of divination where an outcome is determined by chance; in this context, used to assign people to live in Jerusalem and interpreted as the will of God.
· Holy City: A designation for Jerusalem, emphasizing its sacred status and significance in God's plan.
· Levites: Members of the tribe of Levi who were responsible for temple duties, including music and caretaking of the temple.
· Priests: Members of the tribe of Levi who were descendants of Aaron, who conducted the sacrificial rituals and maintained the altar and its implements, and also taught the people the Law.
· Zerubbabel: A governor of Judah who led the first group of exiles back to Jerusalem from Babylon, also a contemporary of Nehemiah and Ezra.
· Tobiah: A leading enemy of Nehemiah, who was an Ammonite and had married into a priestly family.
· Sanballat the Horonite: Another of Nehemiah's primary opponents, who was a governor from Samaria, and who also sought to stop the rebuilding of the wall.
· Eliashib: The high priest during the time of Nehemiah, who had become too closely associated with Tobiah, an enemy of Israel.
· Reformation: A series of changes or improvements intended to correct problems within the community. In this context, Nehemiah enacted reforms to return the people to obedience to God's Law.
· Intermarriage: The marriage of an Israelite with someone of a foreign nation, especially an idol worshiper, prohibited by the Law of Moses.
· Sabbath: A day of rest and worship commanded by God. In the source text, the Sabbath was being profaned through work and commerce.
· Descriptive vs. Prescriptive: A descriptive passage describes what happened, and is not intended to provide a pattern for every future situation. A prescriptive passage presents a pattern that is meant to be followed. The source text emphasizes that some of Nehemiah’s actions are descriptive and not to be taken as prescriptive.
· Torah: A Hebrew word meaning "instruction" or "law," referring to the first five books of the Hebrew Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).
· Firstfruits: The first part of the harvest dedicated to God, symbolizing the importance of putting God first.
· Tithes: A tenth of one's produce or income given to support the Levites and the temple, also a demonstration of worship and obedience.
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5. FAQs on Rata, Ezra-Nehemiah, Session 11, Nehemiah 11-13, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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FAQ: Repopulation, Dedication, and Reformation in Nehemiah
1. Why was there a need to repopulate Jerusalem in Nehemiah 11? Jerusalem's population had dwindled to around 6,000 people after the exile, and many preferred living in surrounding towns for agricultural purposes. To strengthen Jerusalem, which was considered the holy city, a system of casting lots was implemented to have one in ten people relocate there, and those who volunteered were blessed. The leaders of the community, however, were the first to move into the city. This act was crucial for establishing the physical, human, and governmental strength of Jerusalem.
2. What does Nehemiah 12 reveal about the priests and Levites? Nehemiah 12 provides lists of priests and Levites who returned from exile under the leadership of Zerubbabel. It spans roughly 100 years, from 538 BC to around 400 BC, connecting the high priesthood from Joshua to Jonathan. These lists demonstrate the continuation of religious leadership and the attempt to restore the traditional structure of the temple service. It is noted that the list of priests and Levites was not meant to be comprehensive.
3. How was the dedication of the wall celebrated in Nehemiah 12? The dedication of the wall involved a large celebration with the Levites, who had to be gathered from around Jerusalem for the occasion. The celebration included purification of the people, gates, and walls, the formation of two large choirs and musicians, a procession around the wall, and the offering of great sacrifices. The joy of the celebration was so immense that the sound was heard far away, marking a significant return to God in the city of Jerusalem. The celebration is reminiscent of the traditions established by David, underscoring the historical patterns being followed by Nehemiah.


4. What actions were taken regarding the temple offerings and personnel in Nehemiah 12? Men were appointed to oversee the collection of tithes, firstfruits, and offerings to ensure the proper provisions for the priests and Levites. This was done in obedience to the law, restoring the proper function of the temple service, similar to practices during the times of David and Solomon. The Levites who had not been getting their share of the offering had gone back to their fields, but Nehemiah organized a redistribution system. This included singers and gatekeepers, as well, in keeping with the past traditions.
5. What are the major reforms that Nehemiah implements in Chapter 13? Nehemiah's reforms in Chapter 13 include exclusion of foreign peoples (specifically Ammonites and Moabites) based on the law of Moses. They included the expulsion of Tobiah's furniture from the temple chambers which had been given to him in an act of corruption by Eliashib the priest, and an overall focus on organization to ensure that the Levites were properly provided for, with the proper functioning of the temple. Nehemiah also took action to ensure the observance of the Sabbath, preventing commerce on that day, and addressed the issue of intermarriage with pagan women. He also rebuked those who had violated the covenant.
6. How does Nehemiah address the issue of Sabbath observance in Nehemiah 13? Nehemiah found that people were engaging in commerce on the Sabbath, which was a clear violation of God's law. He commanded the city gates to be shut on the Sabbath to prevent trading and stationed his servants to guard the gates. He warned merchants against lodging outside the city walls on the Sabbath and commanded the Levites to purify themselves to come and guard the gates to keep the Sabbath day holy. He was taking this issue very seriously, remembering that the previous Sabbath violations led to the exile.
7. What was Nehemiah's approach to addressing intermarriage with foreign women, and how is it distinct from Ezra's approach? Nehemiah takes a more forceful approach to addressing the issue of intermarriage, which was also addressed by Ezra. Nehemiah confronted, cursed, beat some of the offenders, and pulled out their hair. He made them swear not to intermarry with pagans. This approach contrasts with Ezra's approach, who had wept and mourned and gotten on his knees in a display of humility and sorrow, rather than forceful action. While Nehemiah's style is not necessarily a model to be followed, it highlights the need to take God’s commandments seriously.
8. What are the main takeaways and applications from the book of Nehemiah? The book of Nehemiah illustrates the importance of God's word, prayer, and faithfulness in community restoration. It emphasizes the need for God's people to be set apart, live holy lives, and obey God's laws. The text also points to Jesus Christ as the ultimate leader, whom Christians are called to follow. While certain aspects of the book (like Nehemiah's forceful actions) are descriptive rather than prescriptive, it is critical to understand the underlying principles of obedience, dedication, and separation from sin. The book culminates with a prayer for God's remembrance and sets the stage for future eras of Jewish worship centered around the Word of God.
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