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1. Abstract of Rata, Ezra-Nehemiah, Session 10, Nehemiah 9-10, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
Dr. Tiberius Rata's lecture analyzes Nehemiah chapters 9 and 10, focusing on a lengthy prayer of confession and a subsequent covenant renewal. The prayer recounts Israel's history, highlighting God's faithfulness contrasted with Israel's repeated disobedience, emphasizing God's attributes of eternity, creation, covenant keeping, and mercy. The covenant in Nehemiah 10 details commitments to avoid intermarriage, uphold Sabbath observance, and provide financial support for the temple. The lecture connects these events to broader biblical themes of election, covenant, and the consequences of both faithfulness and unfaithfulness to God. The overall message stresses God's consistent love and grace despite Israel's repeated failures.
2.  13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Rata, Session 10 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Historical Books  Ezra/Nehemiah). 
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Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the provided source, "Rata_Ez_Neh_EN_Session10.pdf," focusing on Nehemiah chapters 9 and 10:
Briefing Document: Nehemiah 9-10
Subject: Analysis of Nehemiah Chapters 9 and 10, focusing on the prayer of confession and covenant renewal.
Introduction:
This document summarizes Dr. Tiberius Rata's analysis of Nehemiah chapters 9 and 10. These chapters detail a significant moment of communal prayer, confession, and covenant renewal for the Israelites after their return from exile. The core of chapter 9 revolves around a lengthy prayer reviewing God's faithfulness and Israel's repeated failures. This leads to the covenant renewal in chapter 10, where the people pledge to obey God's law.
Key Themes and Ideas:
1. The Centrality of God in Prayer (Nehemiah 9):
· God as Eternal and Unique: The prayer begins by establishing God's nature as eternal, the sole true God, and the Creator of everything. As stated in the prayer, "You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens...". This serves as a foundation for the rest of the prayer. Dr. Rata highlights this by saying, "Who is God? First, God is eternal. He is from everlasting to everlasting. He has no beginning, no end.”
· God's Election and Covenant with Abraham: The prayer acknowledges God's choice of Abraham and his faithfulness in keeping the covenant promise to give his descendants the land of Canaan: “You are the LORD, the God who chose Abram… and made with him the covenant to give to his offspring the land...” Dr. Rata emphasizes, "the doctrine of election is very, very important. God didn't choose Abraham because of who he was, but because of who God was.”


· God's Deliverance During the Exodus: The prayer recounts the Exodus, a pivotal event demonstrating God's power and care for Israel. As stated, "You saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the Red Sea... and you divided the sea before them." This underscores the importance of the Exodus as a key identifier for the Israelites' understanding of God.
· God's Leadership and Provision in the Wilderness: The prayer highlights God's continuous guidance through the pillar of cloud and fire, provision of manna and water, and his giving of laws on Mount Sinai. "By a pillar of cloud you led them in the day, and by a pillar of fire in the night to light for them the way in which they should go." God is seen as not only delivering but actively leading and sustaining his people.
1. Israel's Faithlessness and the Cycle of Apostasy (Nehemiah 9):
· Contrasting God's Faithfulness with Human Unfaithfulness: The prayer repeatedly contrasts God's unwavering faithfulness with Israel's disobedience, highlighting the people’s continuous tendency to turn away from God despite his constant provisions. Dr. Rata notes, "God's faithfulness is contrasted with the people's faithlessness."
· The Sin of the Golden Calf: The prayer specifically recalls the idolatry of the golden calf at Mount Sinai, which illustrates the severity of their rejection of God. This is equated by Dr. Rata to being like "sleeping with a prostitute on your wedding night."
· The Cycle of Sin, Oppression, and Deliverance: The prayer identifies a recurring pattern of sin, oppression by enemies, repentance, and divine deliverance, mirroring the book of Judges’ cycles. Rata notes, "in the book of Judges, you have these seven cycles of apostasy, and that's what this prayer reminds the people of." God's love and mercy is seen in His consistent deliverance despite their repeated failures.
· Prophets as God's Warning: Dr. Rata points out that when judges did not prevent the cycles, God sent prophets "who had warned them in order to turn them back to you." Despite these warnings, they refused to listen and eventually were taken into exile.


· Acknowledging Present Sufferings as Just Punishment: The prayer ends with an acknowledgement that their current state of hardship is a result of their continued disobedience. The people admit, "we are slaves this day...and we are in great distress." This shows a deep understanding of the consequences of their past and present actions.
1. Covenant Renewal and the Commitment to Obedience (Nehemiah 10):
· Making a Firm Covenant: Motivated by this acknowledgment of both God's goodness and their own sinfulness, the people resolve to create a formal, written covenant. “Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing.” Dr. Rata notes that "they want to seal, and they want to show this commitment in writing.”
· Signers of the Covenant: The list of signers includes 21 priests, 17 Levites, and 44 lay leaders, signifying a broad commitment from all segments of the community.
· Reaffirming the Law: The covenant involves a reaffirmation of God’s Law given through Moses. "They heard the law, and now they said, we want to obey the law, and we want to make a covenant," says Rata.
· Specific Stipulations for Obedience: The covenant outlines specific stipulations, including:
· Avoiding Intermarriage: A promise not to intermarry with people from other nations. This addressed a long-standing problem in their history.
· Keeping the Sabbath: A commitment not to conduct business on the Sabbath. This represents a dedication to sanctifying time.
· Supporting the Temple: A pledge to give a third of a shekel (potentially adjusted from a previous half shekel, due to a currency issue) for the temple service.
· Giving First Fruits and Tithes: A commitment to bring first fruits and tithes to the temple. Rata emphasizes how this is an indication that "when you make a covenant to obey God, everything changes in relationships, in business, in what you do with your money."
· Commitment to the House of God: The chapter concludes with the crucial promise, "we will not neglect the house of our God." This highlights the importance of prioritizing spiritual and community obligations.


1. Application and Transformation:
· Outward Manifestation of Inward Change: Dr. Rata emphasizes that true transformation should be evident not just inwardly, but outwardly as well, affecting their relationships, business practices, and use of resources. He states, “Change must be a change that is seen not just inward, but it will be seen outwardly as well.”
· Personal Reflection: Rata directly engages the audience, asking if their personal priorities and financial decisions align with their commitment to God, particularly in the areas of church giving and supporting missions.
Conclusion:
Nehemiah chapters 9 and 10 provide a powerful example of communal repentance, reaffirmation of faith, and covenant renewal. The prayer in chapter 9 serves as a crucial reminder of God's faithfulness throughout history and the repeated failures of the Israelites, which leads to a desire for change. The covenant in chapter 10 represents the community’s pledge to obey God's law in all areas of life, both personally and corporately. The text serves as a call for a holistic transformation, affecting not only internal beliefs but also external actions.
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Nehemiah 9-10 Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. What are the three main activities the Israelites engage in at the beginning of Nehemiah 9?
2. What specific attributes of God are emphasized in the prayer of Nehemiah 9?
3. How does the prayer in Nehemiah 9 describe God's actions towards Israel during the Exodus?
4. What is the cycle of apostasy described in the prayer, and how does it relate to God's character?
5. What specific sin of the Israelites is highlighted after their initial covenant with God?
6. Why is the issue of intermarriage addressed in Nehemiah 10 and what is the covenant they make regarding it?
7. How do the stipulations of the covenant in Nehemiah 10 relate to business and the Sabbath?
8. What change do they make regarding contributions to the temple, and why might this difference exist?
9. Besides contributions, what other specific actions do the people commit to, according to the covenant?
10. According to Dr. Rata, what does a true change in a person look like, based on the text?
Quiz Answer Key
1. The Israelites assembled with fasting, sackcloth, and earth on their heads; they separated themselves from foreigners and confessed their sins; and they read from the Book of the Law and worshiped God.
2. The prayer emphasizes God's eternality, uniqueness as the only true God, and His role as the Creator and sustainer of all things; also, that God is a covenant maker who chooses and cares for his people.
3. The prayer recounts how God saw their affliction in Egypt, heard their cries, performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh, divided the Red Sea, and led them through the wilderness by a pillar of cloud and fire.
4. The cycle of apostasy involves the people sinning, facing oppression, crying out to God, being delivered by God, and then repeating the cycle by returning to sin; this cycle highlights God's faithfulness, patience, and mercy.
5. The Israelites’ grave sin was making and worshiping a golden calf immediately after making a covenant with God at Sinai, directly violating the covenant they had made.
6. Intermarriage with other nations was identified as a problem in their history, leading them to make a covenant not to give their daughters in marriage to foreigners, or take foreign wives for their sons.
7. The stipulations of the covenant include a commitment not to buy goods from foreigners on the Sabbath, highlighting the importance of honoring the Sabbath in their daily lives and commerce.
8. They commit to giving a third of a shekel yearly to the temple, which differs from the law's half shekel, likely because of differences in the monetary system between the time of the law and their present time in Persia.
9. Besides monetary contributions, they commit to bringing the first fruits of their land, reinstating the tithe and not neglecting the house of God, signifying a total dedication in their lives to God.
10. True change, as shown through the Nehemiah text, is not just an internal change but is seen outwardly as well, transforming a person’s relationships, business practices, and what they do with their money in a manner that pleases God.


Essay Questions
1. Analyze the significance of the prayer in Nehemiah 9 as a theological summary of God's character and actions. How does it function within the larger narrative of Ezra and Nehemiah?
2. Discuss the relationship between God's faithfulness and Israel's faithlessness, as depicted in Nehemiah 9. How does this contrast contribute to our understanding of the covenant relationship between God and his people?
3. Evaluate the importance of the covenant made in Nehemiah 10. In what ways does this covenant reflect a desire for reform and spiritual renewal?
4. Explore the practical implications of the covenant in Nehemiah 10. How do these stipulations seek to transform the Israelites' daily lives, including their business practices and worship?
5. Considering the lessons from Nehemiah 9-10, how can the concepts of repentance, covenant, and faithfulness be applied to contemporary life, both individually and corporately?


Glossary of Key Terms
Apostasy: The abandonment or renunciation of a religious or political belief. 

Covenant: A formal, solemn agreement or contract between two parties, often involving mutual obligations and promises. 

Doctrine of Election: The theological concept that God chooses certain individuals or groups for a specific purpose. 

Exodus: The event in the Old Testament where God delivers the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. 

First Fruits: The initial portion of an agricultural harvest dedicated to God, symbolizing gratitude and trust in divine provision. 

Intermarriage: The act of marrying someone from a different ethnic, cultural, or religious background. 

Levites: Members of the priestly tribe of Levi, who had responsibilities for temple services. 

Manna: The food miraculously provided by God to the Israelites during their wilderness journey. 

Sabbath: The day of the week designated for rest and worship, traditionally Saturday in the Jewish faith. 

Shekel: An ancient unit of weight and currency used in the Near East. 

Stipulations: The specific conditions, terms, or requirements within a covenant or agreement. 

Tithes: A tenth part of one’s income or produce, traditionally offered to a religious institution.
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5. FAQs on Rata, Ezra-Nehemiah, Session 10, Nehemiah 9-10, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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FAQ: Nehemiah 9-10
1. What is the main focus of the prayer in Nehemiah chapter 9?
2. The central focus of the prayer in Nehemiah 9 is God and His actions throughout history. It is a theological lesson highlighting God's eternal nature, His uniqueness as the one true God, His role as Creator, His selection and care for Israel, His deliverance of them from Egypt, His provision in the wilderness, and His continued mercy and faithfulness despite Israel's repeated disobedience. The prayer moves chronologically through Israel’s history, emphasizing God's consistent character and actions in contrast to the people's inconstancy.
3. What key attributes of God are emphasized in the prayer?
4. The prayer emphasizes that God is eternal (from everlasting to everlasting), the only true God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the sustainer of all things, and the one who chose Abraham and made a covenant with him. Additionally, God is depicted as the one who saw the affliction of Israel in Egypt, heard their cry, and delivered them. The prayer highlights God’s mercy, grace, patience, steadfast love, and readiness to forgive even when the people repeatedly rebelled against Him. It shows He is a God who sees, hears, and responds to His people, and who is faithful to his promises even when the people are faithless.
5. How does the prayer contrast God's faithfulness with the people's actions?
6. Throughout the prayer, God's faithfulness is consistently contrasted with the repeated faithlessness of the Israelites. While God provides, leads, and delivers, the people repeatedly act presumptuously, stiffen their necks, disobey God's commandments, turn to idolatry (like the golden calf incident), and rebel against His law. The prayer points out the cycle of apostasy: the people sin, God sends an oppressor, they cry out, God delivers, and then they return to sin again. Despite this cycle, God’s love and mercy are persistently highlighted. Even when they repeatedly fail, God does not abandon them, emphasizing the immense depth of His grace.


7. What is the significance of the Exodus event in the prayer?
8. The Exodus event, where God delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, is a foundational act of God's faithfulness and power. The prayer repeatedly references the Exodus as the primary example of God’s salvation and underscores the importance of remembering this miraculous act in their relationship with God. The division of the Red Sea, the signs and wonders performed against Pharaoh, and the subsequent leading of Israel in the wilderness are all significant elements that showcase God’s active involvement in their lives and His commitment to keeping His covenant promises. The Exodus represents the core of God’s saving work.
9. What is the significance of the covenant made in Nehemiah 10?
10. The covenant made in Nehemiah 10 is a formal agreement where the people commit to obey God's law. The covenant is not merely verbal but is sealed in a written document signed by priests, Levites, and lay leaders. It is a renewed commitment to walking in God’s law, observing all His commandments, and adhering to His rules and statutes. It represents a conscious effort by the people to turn from their past sins and embrace a life of obedience to God, signifying their collective desire for genuine spiritual transformation.
11. What specific promises or stipulations are included in the covenant?
12. The covenant outlines specific promises and stipulations including: abstaining from intermarriage with the people of the land, refusing to conduct business on the Sabbath, contributing a third of a shekel annually for the service of the temple, bringing the first fruits of the ground and trees to the temple, and reinstating the tithe. These stipulations indicate a comprehensive commitment to God in all aspects of life, encompassing both personal relationships, business practices, and material resources. They reveal a desire not just for inward devotion but for outward obedience and practice.


13. How does the covenant in Nehemiah 10 reflect a desire for personal and communal transformation?
14. The covenant reflects a desire for profound personal and communal transformation by emphasizing a commitment to obey God’s law in all areas of life. It is not merely a matter of outward religious duty, but an acknowledgement that true faith leads to changes in personal relationships, business dealings, and stewardship of resources. The stipulations about intermarriage and Sabbath observance illustrate that the covenant touches on every facet of life, calling the people to live differently as they move forward. The commitment to support the temple and give to God showcases a desire to prioritize God’s house and His work in their lives.
15. What is the broader message of Nehemiah 9-10 for readers today?
16. Nehemiah 9-10 provides a powerful message about the importance of remembering God's faithfulness in the past, while recognizing the need for personal repentance and ongoing commitment to Him. It highlights the tension between human frailty and God’s unwavering love, mercy and forgiveness. The passage calls readers to reflect on their own relationship with God, to consider the implications of their actions, and to seek genuine transformation in all areas of life. It underscores the idea that a covenant relationship with God requires active participation, demonstrated through both inward faith and outward obedience, and that when God confronts you with His Word, changes will be made, affecting all aspects of life.
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