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1. Abstract of Rata, Ezra-Nehemiah, Session 4, Ezra 7-8,
Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Tiberius Rata's lecture analyzes Ezra chapters 7 and 8, focusing on Ezra's character
and his return to Jerusalem from Babylon. Key themes include Ezra's devotion to
studying, obeying, and teaching God's law, God's sovereignty in guiding both Ezra and
King Artaxerxes, and Ezra's leadership qualities, particularly his humility and integrity.
The lecture also examines the historical context, including the time period and the use
of Aramaic in royal decrees. Finally, the significance of fasting and prayer in Ezra's
journey is highlighted.

2. 16 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Rata, Session 4 — Double click icon to play in Windows
media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and
click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament = Historical
Books = Ezra/Nehemiah).
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3. Briefing Document: Rata, Ezra-Nehemiah, Session 4,
Ezra 7-8

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
the provided excerpts of Dr. Tiberius Rata's lecture on Ezra 7-8:

Briefing Document: Ezra 7-8
Overview:

This lecture by Dr. Rata focuses on Ezra chapters 7 and 8, highlighting the introduction of
Ezra, his character, his mission, and his leadership qualities. It emphasizes the
sovereignty of God, the importance of studying and obeying God’s law, and the
significance of humility and integrity in leadership. The lecture also draws parallels with
the Exodus narrative and explores the practical implications of Ezra's actions for modern
Christian leaders.

Key Themes and Ideas:
e The Introduction of Ezra:

o Ezrais a key figure, with the book named after him. He is introduced in chapter 7
as a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses.

e His name, Ezra, is the Aramaic form of the Hebrew Azariah, meaning “Yahweh
helps.”

e Heis a priest from the line of Aaron, although not the high priest.

o Dr. Rata suggests that Ezra might have been a secretary for Jewish affairs in the
Persian government, but this is not stated in scripture.

e Crucially, Ezra's success is attributed to God's hand upon him, not his political
position, emphasizing God's sovereignty. "His success is due to God's hand upon
him."

e The Heart of Ezra and a Model for Leaders:

e Verses 7-10 of chapter 7 are presented as key to understanding Ezra's character
and the entire book.

e Verse 10 specifically notes: "For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the
LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel." This highlights a
crucial progression: study, obedience, and then teaching.



Ezra serves as an example of a godly leader who prioritizes knowing and doing
God’s word before teaching it. This stands in contrast to the hypocrisy of religious
leaders who say one thing and do another.

Derek Kidner's quote highlights the significance of this order: "With study,
conduct, and teaching put deliberately in this right order, each was able to
function properly and at its best. Study was preserved from unreality, conduct
from uncertainty, and teaching from insincerity and shallowness."

God'’s Sovereignty and the Role of the King:

The lecture highlights how God directs the heart of King Artaxerxes, a pagan king,
to favor Ezra and the Jewish people.

Artaxerxes’s letter to Ezra, starting in verse 11, is written in Aramaic, the lingua
franca, signifying its official and diplomatic nature.

Artaxerxes's title “king of kings” is not meant Christologically, but rather
represents the Persian way of expressing the superlative.

Artaxerxes’s letter provides resources for the temple and allows the people to
return, paralleling the Exodus narrative where the Israelites also received silver
and gold. "Just like in the Exodus event, the Israelites come out with silver and
gold and plunder...the same thing happens here. This is kind of a second Exodus."

Artaxerxes is shown to be religiously tolerant, and even grants tax exemption to
the temple workers, and understands Ezra to be a man with the wisdom of God.

Ezra's Response and Humility:

Ezra responds to the king’s generosity with praise and worship, stating "Blessed
be the LORD, the God of our fathers" (Ezra 7:27). This specific expression appears
only this one time in the entire Old Testament.

This emphasis on God's work reinforces the concept that all success and provision
is ultimately from God.

Ezra is a good example for Christian leaders, who must be skilled in handling the
Word of God.

The Return of the Exiles and the Search for Levites:

Chapter 8 details the genealogy of those returning with Ezra, but it is not a
comprehensive list.



The narrative shifts to the "Ezra memoirs," where Ezra writes in the first person.

The journey includes the need to find Levites for temple service, which highlights
God's hand in providing qualified individuals. "As | reviewed the people and the
priests, | found there none of the sons of Levi."

Ezra finds 38 Levites and 220 temple servants.
The Power of Prayer and Fasting:

Before the journey, Ezra proclaims a fast at the river Ahava to seek God’s
protection, highlighting the importance of humility and dependence on God. He
acknowledges being "ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers and
horsemen to protect us."

Dr. Rata emphasizes the correlation between prayer and fasting and cites biblical
and historical examples to illustrate their importance. "Prayer and fasting always
go together." He also points to Jesus' words in the Gospels in which Jesus says
"when the bridegroom is taken away from them, then they will fast."

Ezra’s experience shows that "God listened to our entreaty," encouraging
believers to pray with faith.

Integrity and the Handling of Resources:

Upon arrival at the river Ahava, Ezra appoints 12 leading priests to be responsible
for the silver, gold, and vessels for the temple.

He emphasizes that both the people and the resources are "holy to the Lord,"
underscoring the need for integrity in ministry. "You are holy to the LORD, and the
vessels are holy, and the silver and the gold are a freewill offering to the LORD,
the God of your fathers." This language hearkens back to the Pentateuch.

The amount of silver and gold is vast, but is consistent with previous
demonstrations of God's provision.

Ezra's leadership serves as a model for delegating responsibilities, recognizing
others are also "holy to the Lord."

The lecture concludes by emphasizing how Ezra embodies both humility and
integrity, which are crucial for godly leadership. "In Ezra’s case, again, this humility
was seen in delegating."



Key Quotes:

“His success is due to God’s hand upon him.”

“For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach
his statutes and rules in Israel.”

"With study, conduct, and teaching put deliberately in this right order, each was
able to function properly and at its best. Study was preserved from unreality,
conduct from uncertainty, and teaching from insincerity and shallowness." (Derek
Kidner)

"Just like in the Exodus event, the Israelites come out with silver and gold and
plunder...the same thing happens here. This is kind of a second Exodus."

"Blessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers."
"As | reviewed the people and the priests, | found there none of the sons of Levi."
"Prayer and fasting always go together."

"You are holy to the LORD, and the vessels are holy, and the silver and the gold
are a freewill offering to the LORD, the God of your fathers."

Practical Applications:

Christian leaders must prioritize studying and obeying God's Word before
teaching it.

Leadership success is dependent on God's favor and guidance, not on political
power or personal abilities.

Humility and integrity are essential qualities for effective and godly leadership.

Prayer and fasting are vital spiritual disciplines that should be practiced by
believers.

Financial resources and ministry responsibilities should be handled with
transparency and integrity.



Conclusion:

Dr. Rata's lecture on Ezra 7-8 provides a rich analysis of Ezra’s leadership, highlighting not
only his historical context but also the enduring spiritual principles that apply to
Christian leaders today. It emphasizes the sovereignty of God, the importance of a heart
devoted to His law, and the critical need for humility and integrity in all aspects of life
and ministry.



4. Study Guide: Rata, Ezra-Nehemiah, Session 4, Ezra 7-8
Ezra 7-8 Study Guide

Quiz

Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.

1. What is the significance of the timing at the beginning of Ezra 7, and how does it
connect to the previous chapters?

2. Explain the meaning of Ezra's name and its linguistic origins. How is his lineage
important in the context of his role?

3. According to the text, what three actions were in Ezra's heart, and why are these
significant in his leadership?

4. What is the role of God's "hand" in the events of Ezra 7 and 8, and how is this
concept emphasized?

5. Why was Artaxerxes's letter written in Aramaic, and what does it reveal about the
political and cultural context of the time?

6. In what ways does the letter of Artaxerxes to Ezra mirror or parallel the Exodus
narrative?

7. How does the text portray Artaxerxes’s attitude toward the God of Israel? Provide
specific examples of his actions that support this.

8. Why did Ezra call for a fast at the river Ahava, and what theological principle is
highlighted in his actions?

9. Why does Ezra choose to delegate the responsibility of the silver and gold to
other priests? What does it reveal about his leadership?

10.How are the concepts of “holiness” and “integrity” presented in chapter 8 and
why are they important in leadership?

Quiz Answer Key

1. The timing "after this" in Ezra 7 connects directly to the events of chapters 5 and
6, particularly the rebuilding of the temple during Darius's reign. This establishes
a chronological sequence showing the passing of time and leading up to the reign
of Artaxerxes.



10.

Ezra's name is Aramaic, meaning "Yahweh helps," which is a form of the Hebrew
name Azariah. His lineage back to Aaron establishes him as a priest, emphasizing
the religious authority he carries in this narrative.

Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, to obey it, and to teach it to
Israel. This progression is essential, showing that understanding, action, and
teaching must be aligned for effective leadership.

God’s hand is emphasized as a driving force behind Ezra’s success and safe return,
showing God's guidance, power, and favor. It underscores God's sovereignty and
how he works through individuals and situations.

Artaxerxes' letter is in Aramaic, the lingua franca of the time, because it was the
royal language used for diplomatic and business communication. This shows the
practicalities of the era and the letter's broad legal intent.

Artaxerxes' letter mirrors the Exodus by including silver and gold, reminiscent of
the Israelites' departure from Egypt. It is depicted as a type of "second exodus,"
highlighting divine intervention and provision.

Artaxerxes is depicted as religiously tolerant and generous, acknowledging the
God of Israel as the “God of heaven” and providing financial resources and tax
exemptions for the temple. This highlights his respect for Yahweh without him
being a worshipper.

Ezra called a fast at the river Ahava to humble himself before God and seek divine
protection for their journey. It illustrates the biblical emphasis on prayer and
fasting as necessary expressions of faith and dependence on God.

Ezra delegates the responsibility of the silver and gold to emphasize the integrity
required of leaders and to ensure that those handling sacred things were also
considered holy to the Lord. This reinforces the importance of integrity and
stewardship.

“Holiness” is highlighted in the context of being set apart for God, while
“integrity” is shown in the careful management of the offerings. These qualities
are needed for responsible leadership and the proper handling of sacred
responsibilities.



Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the character of Ezra as presented in the text. How does his life and
actions serve as a model for religious leadership?

Analyze the role of the Persian kings in the book of Ezra, focusing on Cyrus,
Darius, and Artaxerxes. How do they each contribute to the fulfillment of God's
plan?

Explore the theme of divine sovereignty in Ezra 7-8. How does the text
demonstrate God's control over individuals and events?

Compare and contrast the "first exodus" from Egypt with the "second exodus"
from Babylon. What are the key similarities and differences, and what do these
tell us about God’s redemptive actions?

Examine the importance of prayer and fasting in Ezra 8. Why are these practices
significant, and how do they reflect the themes of faith and dependence on God?

Glossary of Key Terms

Aramaic: A Semitic language that was the lingua franca of the ancient Near East,
particularly during the Persian Empire.

Artaxerxes: A Persian king who granted Ezra permission to return to Jerusalem.

Babylonia: The region and empire where the Israelites were exiled prior to their
return.

Chronology: The arrangement of events in the order of their occurrence in time.

Cyrus: A Persian king who first allowed the Jewish exiles to return and rebuild the
temple.

Darius: A Persian king during whose reign the rebuilt temple was finished.
Exodus: A biblical event describing the Israelites' liberation from slavery in Egypt.
Ezra: A priest and scribe who led the second group of exiles back to Jerusalem.

Fasting: The act of abstaining from food, often done as a religious practice of
devotion or repentance.

Genealogy: A list of ancestors and their descendants.
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Holiness: The state of being set apart for God’s service or purpose.
Integrity: The quality of being honest and having strong moral principles.

Law of the Lord: The instructions and commandments revealed to Moses and
contained in the Torah.

Levites: Members of the Israelite tribe of Levi, who were designated for priestly
and temple duties.

Memoirs: A first person account from the author describing events and feelings.

Pagan: A term used to describe a person who does not worship the God of Israel
or a god of the major Abrahamic faiths.

Priest: A religious leader authorized to perform sacred rites.

Scribe: A professional writer and copier of documents, often involved in the
interpretation and teaching of religious texts.

Sovereignty: The supreme authority and control of God over all things.

Temple Servants: Individuals tasked to perform specific duties in support of the
Levites.

Yahweh: The personal name of the God of Israel.
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5. FAQs on Rata, Ezra-Nehemiah, Session 4, Ezra 7-8,
Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions about Ezra 7-8

What is the historical context of Ezra 7-8, and why is the timeline important?

Ezra 7-8 takes place during the reign of Artaxerxes, a significant shift from the
earlier chapters of Ezra which cover the reigns of Cyrus and Darius. The timeline is
crucial because it highlights an 80 year gap between the temple's rebuilding and
Ezra's arrival in Jerusalem. Understanding this gap reveals the continued story of
God's people and their relationship with God's Law. This period begins with
Cyrus's first year and ends in Artaxerxes's seventh year, a significant stretch of
time that shows God's long-term plan and continuous work on behalf of His
people. The passage also follows the narrative in chapters 5 and 6, which detailed
the rebuilding of the temple after the report from Darius.

Who is Ezra, and what is his significance? Ezra is a scribe skilled in the Law of
Moses, a descendant of Aaron, and a priest who is not the high priest. He is
described as having a heart set on studying the Law of the Lord, doing it, and
teaching it. His name means "Yahweh helps" or "Yahweh has helped," and this
theme of divine assistance permeates the narrative of his mission to Jerusalem.
Ezra’s character serves as a model for leaders in the church who should first know
and live God's law before teaching it to others. His role was not based on his
political position but on the favor of God.

What does it mean that "the hand of the Lord was on Ezra," and how does this
theme play out in Ezra 7-8?

The phrase "the hand of the Lord was on Ezra" indicates God's divine favor,
protection, and guidance. This phrase appears multiple times in Ezra and
Nehemiah, emphasizing that God is the true actor behind the events. In Ezra 7-8,
this is highlighted in Ezra's success, the generosity of King Artaxerxes, and the safe
journey to Jerusalem. Ezra was enabled to do what he was called to do because of
the "good hand of God". It also speaks to God working even in pagan rulers'
hearts, as seen in King Artaxerxes’ decree, leading to God’s will being
accomplished.
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How does King Artaxerxes’ decree mirror the Exodus event, and why is this
comparison significant?

King Artaxerxes’ decree is presented as a kind of "second exodus." Similar to the
Israelites leaving Egypt with silver and gold, Ezra and his people also receive silver,
gold, and resources from the king to support the temple. This mirrors the Exodus
event where they are going out and reclaiming the temple and all that goes along
with that. This parallel underscores God's continuous deliverance and provision
for His people throughout history, highlighting how God was fulfilling His promise
to return His people back to their land.

What is the significance of the order of study, obedience, and teaching that Ezra
exemplifies?

Ezra's example highlights that true spiritual leadership requires a progression
from study, to obedience, and then to teaching. He first set his heart to study the
law of the Lord, then lived it out, and finally taught it to others. This order ensures
the authenticity and effectiveness of teaching by avoiding hypocrisy. Leaders are
not called to teach what they have not first learned and then put into practice.
This is key to ensuring that teaching is effective and authentic.

Why is the emphasis on both the humility and integrity of Ezra's leadership
important?

The text stresses both humility and integrity as crucial components of Ezra's
leadership. His humility is exemplified through his delegation of tasks and reliance
on God, and his fasting is symbolic of his dependence on God and not on his own
ability. His integrity is displayed by his delegation of the temple treasury’s
oversight to holy priests. He provides an example for future leaders who should
focus on humility and dependance on God as well as ensuring a high standard of
moral and ethical conduct. This provides a counter to leaders who are often
plagued by lack of integrity.

What role did fasting play in Ezra's journey, and what lesson can be drawn from
it? Ezra called for a fast at the river Ahava as a way for his group to humble
themselves before God and seek divine protection for their journey. Ezra’s refusal
to ask the king for an escort demonstrated their trust in God's power and
protection. This act of fasting highlights the importance of prayer and
dependence on God for guidance and deliverance and points to the power of
prayer and fasting when combined together.
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What were the main challenges Ezra faced, and how did he overcome them?
Ezra faced challenges such as the lack of Levites for temple service, and the safe
transportation of large amounts of gold and silver through a hostile land. He
addressed the shortage of Levites by sending for them, and overcame the travel
risk by humbling himself before God in prayer and fasting and trusting in God’s
provision and protection. This demonstrates that through prayer and reliance on
God, even seemingly insurmountable obstacles can be overcome, and that God is
faithful to His promises.



