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1. Abstract of Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 4, Deuteronomy 5-8,
Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

This lecture by Dr. Cynthia Parker covers Deuteronomy chapters 5-8, focusing on Moses'
sermons. Chapter 5 reiterates the Ten Commandments, comparing them to Exodus 20
and highlighting Deuteronomy's covenantal emphasis. Chapter 6 stresses the
importance of teaching God's law within families and marking liminal spaces to aid
remembrance. Chapter 7 discusses the diverse inhabitants and terrain of the promised
land, posing the challenge of maintaining Israelite unity. Finally, Chapter 8 examines the

potential for prosperity to lead to self-reliance, urging continued dependence on God,
and connects this theme to Jesus' temptation in the wilderness.

2. 28 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 4 — Double click icon to play
in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org
[Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old
Testament = Pentateuch - Deuteronomy).

Parker Deut _Sessio
nO04.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 4,
Deuteronomy 5-8

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important
ideas from the provided excerpts of Dr. Cynthia Parker's lecture on Deuteronomy 5-8.

Briefing Document: Deuteronomy 5-8 - Dr. Cynthia Parker
Introduction:

This lecture focuses on Deuteronomy chapters 5-8, marking a shift in Moses's sermons
from historical and geographical details to a focus on the core of Israelite law and the
relationship between God and His people. Dr. Parker highlights the repetition of key
ideas and the different motivations presented in these chapters, emphasizing the
themes of remembering, obedience, and the nature of God. She also previews the
challenges the Israelites will face as they enter the promised land, given the diversity of
both the land and its existing inhabitants.

Key Themes and Ideas:

o Shifting Sermon Style: Deuteronomy 5-8 represent a change in Moses's sermons
from geographical and historical accounts to a more concentrated focus on the
law and covenant.

o "Shema Israel" (Hear O Israel): The call to "Shema Israel" is repeated in both
Deuteronomy 5 and 6, emphasizing the importance of actively listening to and
internalizing God's commands. This call is a core element of Jewish worship and is
a powerful declaration of God's uniqueness.

o Deuteronomy 5:1: "Then Moses summoned all of Israel and said to them, 'Shema
Israel..."

o Deuteronomy 6:4: "Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one."
« Motivation for Obedience:

o Deuteronomy 5: Focuses on the command to listen and obey, based on God's
covenant at Horeb.

o Deuteronomy 6: Adds the motivation — obedience leads to prosperity in the
promised land and prolongs their days. "So that you and your son, and your
grandson might fear the Lord your God...that your days may be prolonged.”



Covenantal Relationship:

Moses's sermon emphasizes that the covenant at Horeb was made with them
(the generation at the Jordan River) directly. This connects them to their
ancestors' story, making it their own. "The Lord our God made a covenant with us
at Horeb. The Lord did not make this covenant with our fathers, but with us, with
all of us who are here today."

Deuteronomy, as a whole, has a covenantal theme and is structured like a
suzerain-vassal treaty.

The Ten Commandments:

Deuteronomy 5 restates the Ten Commandments (also found in Exodus 20) with
some unique differences. The commandments form a framework for all Israelite
law, categorized into laws about worshiping God and laws about relating to
others.

Hesed (Loving-Kindness): The concept of God's "hesed," or loving-kindness,
which extends to thousands of generations (in contrast to the punishment that
extends to only three or four) highlights God's persistent, patient, and loyal love.
"But showing loving-kindness to thousands, to those who love me and keep my
commandments."

Sabbath Observance:Exodus 20: The Sabbath is tied to God's creation, a day of
rest reflecting God's enthronement as king.

Deuteronomy 5: The Sabbath is tied to the Exodus, a reminder of their
deliverance from slavery in Egypt. This perspective stresses that God is the one in
charge and that rest is for everyone in the household. "You shall remember that
you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out of
there by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the Lord your God
commanded you to observe the Sabbath day."

Deuteronomy 6 and the Shema:

The Shema (Deut 6:4) is at the core of Israelite and Jewish worship. It declares
God's uniqueness, "The Lord is one" - and has no verbs, inviting deeper
interpretation. "Shema Israel, Yahweh Elohenu, Yahweh ehad."

Following the Shema, the command to love God with all one's heart, soul, and
might is given, a verse later cited by Jesus. "You shall love the Lord your God with
all of your heart and with all of your soul, and with all of your might."



This love also motivates loving one's neighbor, which is found in Leviticus 19.
Teaching and Remembering:

Parents are instructed to diligently teach the laws to their children, integrating the
teachings into all aspects of their lives (home, walking, lying down, rising up). This
emphasizes the role of parents in religious instruction.

The commands are to be bound as "signs" on the hand, as "frontals" on the
forehead and written on doorposts and city gates. These liminal places serve as
constant reminders of God's law and presence throughout life. "You shall bind
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. You
shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates."

Remembering is not just recalling facts; it's making God's acts of salvation present
and actively engaging with them. It’s about being aware of God's presence and
acting accordingly.

The Danger of Forgetting:

Forgetting God is portrayed not just as a lapse in memory, but as an
abandonment of knowledge and of the covenant relationship.

Prosperity in the promised land could lead to self-reliance and forgetting God's
role in their success. The chapter contrasts the hard times of the wilderness with
the bounty of the promised land. "Then it shall come about when the Lord your
God brings you into the land...then watch yourself that you do not forget the Lord
who brought you from the land of Egypt out of the house of slavery."

Diverse Land and Inhabitants (Deuteronomy 7):

The promised land is characterized by diverse terrain (coastal plains, hills, valleys,
wilderness) that makes it difficult to unify its inhabitants, creating a challenge for
the incoming Israelites.

Deuteronomy lists seven distinct people groups inhabiting the land, highlighting
its already fragmented state. This serves as a warning to the Israelites to remain
unified in their worship of one God.

Despite the challenges of the diverse land and its inhabitants, God is presented as
their warrior, who has gone before them. "You shall not be afraid of them, all the

people who are in the land. You shall remember that the Lord your God, what the
Lord your God did to Pharaoh in all of Egypt."



o Deuteronomy 8 and the Wilderness Experience:

e Deuteronomy 8 uses the wilderness experience to remind the Israelites of their
dependence on God.

e The wilderness is contrasted with the abundance of the promised land and the
potential for that abundance to make them forget God. "You shall remember all
the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years,
that he might humble you, testing you..."

e The description of the good land in verse 7 is in order of the agricultural calendar.
o Jesus' Temptation in the Wilderness (Matthew 4):

o Dr. Parker connects the book of Deuteronomy to Jesus' temptations in Matthew 4,
arguing that Jesus likely used these passages as a basis for resisting temptation,
quoting specifically Deuteronomy 8:3, 6:13, and 6:16.

e She suggests that when Jesus quoted Deuteronomy, he was drawing from the
broader context of the passages, not just the specific verses themselves.

Key Quotes:

e "The Lord our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. The Lord did not make this
covenant with our fathers, but with us, with all of us who are here today."

o "But showing loving-kindness to thousands, to those who love me and keep my
commandments."

e “You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your
God brought you out of there by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm.
Therefore the Lord your God commanded you to observe the Sabbath day.”

e "Shema Israel, Yahweh Elohenu, Yahweh ehad."

e "You shall love the Lord your God with all of your heart and with all of your soul,
and with all of your might."

e "You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontals on your
forehead. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates."

e "Then it shall come about when the Lord your God brings you into the land...then
watch yourself that you do not forget the Lord who brought you from the land of
Egypt out of the house of slavery."



e "You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the
wilderness these forty years, that he might humble you, testing you..."

e "Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God.”

Conclusion:

Deuteronomy 5-8 is a crucial section of the book, emphasizing the importance of
remembering God's actions, maintaining a covenantal relationship, and following the
commandments in order to thrive in the promised land. These chapters highlight the
dual need for both obedience and the motivation for that obedience, as well as the
importance of internalizing and teaching God's laws and recognizing his steadfast love.
The challenges ahead in a diverse land call for a commitment to their unique identity as
one people with one God. This portion of Deuteronomy serves as a foundational text for
both Jewish and Christian theology, highlighting a deep, personal relationship with God.



4. Study Guide: Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 4,
Deuteronomy 5-8

Deuteronomy 5-8 Study Guide

Quiz

Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 complete sentences.

1.

How does Deuteronomy 5:1 introduce the content of the chapter, and what
phrase from chapter 4 is repeated?

What key difference distinguishes the introductions of Deuteronomy 5 and
Deuteronomy 6?

According to Deuteronomy 5:2-3, with whom did God make his covenant at
Horeb? How does this connect to Moses’ audience?

How does the commandment regarding the Sabbath in Deuteronomy 5 differ
from the one in Exodus 20, and what do these differences emphasize?

What is hesed as described in the lecture, and how does it relate to God’s
character?

How does the lecture suggest the Ten Commandments relate to the rest of the
Israelite law?

What is the significance of the Shema in Deuteronomy 6:4, and what are some of
the translation challenges?

According to Deuteronomy 6:5-9, how are the Israelites instructed to remember
God’s commandments, and what are the implications of marking “liminal
spaces”?

What does the lecture explain is the key difference between "remembering" and
"forgetting" in Deuteronomy?

10. According to Deuteronomy 8, what potential danger does prosperity pose, and

what should the Israelites remember to avoid this danger?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

Deuteronomy 5:1 introduces the chapter with a call to “Shema Israel,” urging the
people to listen to the statutes and ordinances. This call to "Shema," which



means to hear or listen, is a repetition from chapter 4, creating a sense of
continuity and emphasizing the importance of attentive obedience.

. While both chapters begin with a call to hear and obey, Deuteronomy 6 adds the
motivation for obedience. It explains that by keeping God’s commandments, the
Israelites will prosper in the land and extend their days, making the act of
following God not just an obligation, but also a path to blessing.

Deuteronomy 5:2-3 states that God made his covenant with those present at
Horeb, the current generation, not just their forefathers. This emphasizes that the
covenant is personal and applicable to Moses’ audience, making them
accountable to the same obligations as the previous generation.

. The Sabbath commandment in Deuteronomy 5 emphasizes the historical
redemption from slavery in Egypt, while Exodus 20 focuses on God's rest after
creation. Deuteronomy stresses rest for everyone as a remembrance of their own
past oppression, while Exodus focuses on imitating God's activity.

. Hesed, or loving-kindness, is described as a persistent, patient, and inconvenient
love that is always loyal to the covenant. It highlights God's enduring commitment
and faithfulness to his people, a love that goes beyond human feelings,
emphasizing God's perseverance and devotion.

. The lecture proposes that the Ten Commandments act as large categories into
which all 613 laws of the Hebrew Bible can be organized. This idea, recognized
since the Middle Ages, suggests a structural and thematic unity to Israelite law,
viewing the Decalogue as a framework for all legal and moral codes.

. The Shema, "Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one," in Deuteronomy
6:4, is a central declaration of monotheism. Its translation is challenging because
the Hebrew contains no verbs, leading to various interpretations. Despite
different interpretations, the core concept of God's singularity remains consistent.

. The Israelites are instructed to teach the commandments to their children and

write them on their hearts, hands, foreheads, and doorposts as constant
reminders. The act of marking liminal spaces, transitional areas, signifies that
God’s word should permeate every aspect of their lives, from private thoughts to
public actions.

. The lecture distinguishes "remembering" as a present awareness of something,
actively pulling knowledge into the forefront of consciousness. Conversely,



"forgetting" is an abandonment of that knowledge, moving beyond merely
misplacing something and implies actively turning away from God’s actions.

10. According to Deuteronomy 8, prosperity can lead to self-dependence, causing the

Israelites to forget that their success comes from God. The Israelites are therefore
reminded to remember the hardships of the wilderness and how God provided
for them.

Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the significance of the repeated call to “Shema Israel” in Deuteronomy 5
and 6, and explain how this concept is developed in the context of the
commandments.

Analyze the differences in the Sabbath commandment between Deuteronomy 5
and Exodus 20, and explore how these differing emphases might impact the
Israelites” understanding of this law.

Compare and contrast the concept of God's hesed (loving-kindness) in
Deuteronomy 5 with the concept of God as a warrior in Deuteronomy 7,
discussing how each portrays God’s relationship with his people.

Examine the instructions in Deuteronomy 6 regarding the teaching of God's laws
to the next generation, and explain the importance of marking liminal spaces in
this process.

Assess the role of remembering and forgetting in Deuteronomy 8, exploring how
these concepts relate to the challenges the Israelites face upon entering the
promised land and relate to the temptations that Jesus faces in the wilderness in
Matthew 4.
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Glossary of Key Terms

Shema: A Hebrew word meaning "hear" or "listen." It is used to call the Israelites to pay
attention to the word of God. It is also the first word of the statement of faith from
Deuteronomy 6:4.

Horeb (Mount Sinai): The mountain where God made a covenant with the Israelites and
gave them the Ten Commandments. It’s a significant site of divine revelation and
covenant establishment.

Covenant: A sacred agreement or pact, especially between God and his people. It
establishes reciprocal responsibilities, promises, and blessings.

Decalogue: The Ten Commandments, a summary of God's laws given to Moses, found in
Exodus 20 and repeated in Deuteronomy 5. These serve as a foundation for Israelite law.

Hesed: A Hebrew word often translated as "loving-kindness," "steadfast love," or
"covenant loyalty." It describes God's persistent, patient, and faithful love towards his
people.

Shabbat: The Hebrew word for Sabbath, referring to the seventh day of the week, a day
of rest and worship. Its observance serves as a remembrance of God'’s rest after creation
and liberation from slavery in Egypt.

Liminal Spaces: Transitional or in-between places, like doorways, that are neither fully
one thing nor another. In Deuteronomy, these spaces are important to mark with God’s
commandments, making them a constant reminder of God’s presence.

Monotheism: The belief in one God. The Shema, in Deuteronomy 6:4, serves as a core
declaration of monotheism in Israelite faith.

Zakar: A Hebrew word meaning "to remember," "to become aware in the present.” It
implies actively bringing something from the past into present consciousness, not
merely recalling facts, but keeping an awareness of God in the here and now.

Massa: A place name that means "testing." This refers to a specific event in Exodus 17
when the Israelites tested God's faithfulness, and is mentioned in Deuteronomy 6:16.
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5. FAQs on Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 4, Deuteronomy 5-8,
Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Okay, here's an 8-question FAQ based on the provided source, formatted using
markdown:

FAQ on Deuteronomy 5-8

What is the primary shift in focus as we move into Deuteronomy 5 compared to
earlier chapters?

Deuteronomy 5 marks a shift from historical narrative and geographical details to
a more direct sermonic style by Moses. While the previous chapters set the stage
with historical context, chapter 5 focuses on delivering God’s statutes and
ordinances directly to the people, calling them to hear and obey. This is where
the Ten Commandments are revisited.

How does Deuteronomy 6 build upon the themes introduced in Deuteronomy
5? While Deuteronomy 5 introduces the call to listen and obey God's commands,
Deuteronomy 6 adds the crucial element of motivation. It explains why the
Israelites should heed these laws: to prosper in the land, to fear God, and to
lengthen their days. It also introduces the "Shema," the core declaration of
Israelite faith and emphasizes the importance of teaching these commands to
future generations and marking them on liminal spaces.

What is the significance of the two different reasons given for observing the
Sabbath in Deuteronomy 5 and Exodus 20?

While both passages command the observance of the Sabbath, they offer distinct
reasons. Exodus 20 connects the Sabbath to God's rest on the seventh day of
creation, framing it as a celebration of God's kingship and creative power.
Deuteronomy 5, however, frames the Sabbath as a reminder of Israel's freedom
from slavery in Egypt. Thus, the Sabbath is not only about God's rest, but also
about the freedom and redemption that God brings to His people.
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What does the concept of hesed signify in the context of the Ten
Commandments within Deuteronomy 5?

Hesed, often translated as "loving-kindness," is presented as God's persistent,
patient, and loyal love towards his covenant people. While God declares
punishment for those who hate Him extending down to the third or fourth
generation, his hesed is emphasized as extending to thousands of generations for
those who love Him and keep His commandments. This highlights God's deep
desire for relationship over judgment. It portrays a God whose love is far more
lasting and potent than His wrath.

What is the significance of marking "liminal places" in Deuteronomy 6, and how
does this relate to remembering God's commands?

Deuteronomy 6 stresses the importance of placing God's laws not only in the
hearts and minds but also in tangible, liminal spaces. These spaces include the
hands (representing actions), the forehead (representing perception), and the
doorposts and city gates (representing transitions between the private and
public). These places act as constant reminders of God’s covenant and the
people’s responsibilities under that covenant.

How does the geographical diversity of the Promised Land, as described in
Deuteronomy 7, pose a challenge to the Israelites?

Deuteronomy 7 highlights the diverse terrains within the Promised Land,
including coastal plains, mountainous regions, valleys, and wilderness. This
diversity has resulted in diverse people groups with differing lifestyles. This
creates a challenge for the Israelites, as they need to maintain their unity as one
people under one God despite the natural tendency of the land to isolate groups
and promote disunity. It emphasizes that the Israelites must actively chose their
allegiance to God to ensure their unity as a nation.



13

What is the difference between "remembering" (zakar) and "forgetting" in the
context of Deuteronomy, and how does this relate to the Israelites' behavior?

"Remembering" (zakar) in Deuteronomy means actively bringing the past into the
present awareness and engaging with its meaning. It is not just passive recall but
an active engagement. "Forgetting," on the other hand, is not mere memory loss
but an active abandonment of knowledge. The Israelites are called to
"remember" God's actions and their history, as this memory and its associated
emotions serve as the foundation for their ethical behavior and their identity as
God's people, particularly how they should relate to the oppressed.

How does the material prosperity described in Deuteronomy 8 become a
potential danger for the Israelites?

Deuteronomy 8 describes the promised land as a bountiful place, full of material
prosperity that stands in stark contrast to their desert experience. However, this
abundance poses a danger: it could lead to self-dependence and the forgetting of
God's role in their lives. The chapter repeatedly emphasizes that the Israelites
should remember that all their prosperity is from God, not their own efforts, and
that they must remain mindful of Him, and not turn away.



