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1. Abstract of Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 2, Deuteronomy 1-3,
Historical Prologue, Biblicalelearning.org, BelL

Dr. Cynthia Parker's lecture analyzes the historical prologue of Deuteronomy 1-3,
emphasizing its geographical and historical context. The lecture uses maps to illustrate
the significance of riverine civilizations in the ancient Near East and contrasts them with
the unique challenges and opportunities presented by the land promised to the
Israelites. It highlights the Israelites' journey from nomadic life to settling in Canaan,
tracing their movements and encounters with other groups. The lecture also examines
the leadership structures within the Israelite community and emphasizes God's role as
their warrior and provider. Finally, the lecture connects the Israelites' past experiences
with the challenges they faced entering the Promised Land.

2. 29 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 2 — Double click icon to play
in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org
[Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old
Testament = Pentateuch - Deuteronomy).
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3. Briefing Document: Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 2,
Deuteronomy 1-3, Historical Prologue

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important
ideas from the provided source, "Parker_Deut_Session02_Deutl_3.pdf":

Briefing Document: Deuteronomy Historical Prologue (Deut. 1-3)

Main Themes:

Geographical & Historical Setting: The lecture emphasizes the importance of
understanding the geographical and historical context of Deuteronomy 1-3. This
section serves as an introduction, setting the stage for the entire book.

The Land's Significance: The lecture explores the significance of the land where
the biblical narrative unfolds, contrasting the riverine cultures of Egypt and
Mesopotamia with the mountainous region of the biblical narrative.

Trade Routes & Purpose: The land, though not inherently resource-rich, is located
at the crossroads of major ancient trade routes, making it a strategically
important location. This suggests a broader purpose for Israel beyond conquest.

Sojourning vs. Settling: The narrative contrasts the nomadic lifestyle of the
patriarchs with the call to settle and cultivate the land in Deuteronomy, marking a
transition.

God's Faithfulness & Past Failures: Moses recounts the history of Israel,
highlighting God's faithfulness and provision during their wilderness journey but
also emphasizing the people's past failures and lack of trust, especially at Kadesh-
Barnea.

God as Warrior: The lecture stresses the theme of God as a warrior fighting on
behalf of his people, a crucial element for establishing confidence in taking the
promised land.

Covenant Relationships with Other Nations: Deuteronomy recognizes God's
covenants and relationships with nations surrounding Israel (Edom, Moab,
Ammon) and the Israelites are forbidden from taking their lands.

Preparation for Conquest: The battles with Sihon and Og are presented as
practice battles, preparing the Israelites for the larger conquest of Canaan.



"You" as the Audience: Deuteronomy is addressing not just the people in front of
Moses, but all Israelites throughout generations, connecting past and present.

Key Ideas and Facts:

Geographical Importance: The map of the Fertile Crescent is introduced,
emphasizing the riverine cultures along the Nile and the Tigris/Euphrates. These
areas easily unified due to the river systems, which is contrasted with the
mountainous region where most of the biblical narrative occurs, which made
unification difficult and required a different sort of kingdom.

Quote: "There is no powerful river in this land, which means there is no easy way
to develop communication; there's no easy way to unify the people who are
there."

Trade Routes: The location of the biblical narrative at the crossroads of major
trade routes is presented as significant, suggesting a purpose for Israel beyond
simply inhabiting the land.

Quote: "This land, which contains a lot of the biblical narrative, may not, in and of
itself, be valuable. But it is valuable because of what is passing through."

Nomadic to Settled Life: The patriarchs' nomadic life is contrasted with the call to
settle in the land. This is a shift from a transient existence to one of deep roots
and cultivation.

Quote: "Prior to that, we're going to see in the stories of the Patriarchs that they
are landless. So, they are sojourners... and Deuteronomy is saying, now, go in and
plant yourself, and belong and grow deep roots, and cultivate the land."

God's Call: Despite opportunities to settle in riverine areas like Egypt, God
continuously called the Israelites back to the challenging land in the middle of the
Fertile Crescent.

Quote: "God has called his people out of riverine land into a much harder place to
live, and they've gone down into riverine land, and God keeps calling them out,
back up to Mesopotamia and God keeps calling them out."

The Journey and Mt. Sinai: The Israelites left Egypt and went to Mt. Sinai (Horeb),
received the law, wandered for 40 years, and then, at the start of Deuteronomy,
were positioned on the east side of the Jordan.



Editorial Voice: Deuteronomy is not entirely presented as the words of Moses.
There is evidence of an editor who provides context and sets the scene, in third
person.

Quote: "one of the things we notice already from the very beginning is there is
evidence of the hand of an editor here because we get the majority of the book
that is put into the mouth of Moses... But we can see already. We get these
moments throughout the book of Deuteronomy, where we see this editorial hand
where it becomes a third person.”

The "You": The use of the second person "you" in Deuteronomy is inclusive of all
generations of Israelites, not just those present with Moses. This underscores the
timeless relevance of the text.

Quote: "When Moses is speaking, he's addressing you...but it's you -- depths of
generations, every generation. You, even though it might have been your parents
or your grandparents at Mount Sinai. It is all of you together -- who were there,
who were listening."

Geographical regions within the land: Specific regions within the promised land
are mentioned:

Arabah (Rift Valley)

Hill Country

Shephelah (Lowlands)

Negev (Southernmost habitable land)
Seacoast

Failure at Kadesh-Barnea: Moses recounts the story of the spies and the people's
refusal to enter the promised land because of fear and lack of trust in God.

Quote: "Yet, you were not willing to go up."

God's Past Provision and Support: Moses reminds the people of God's past
provision in the wilderness, including the pillars of fire and cloud, and his role as
their warrior.

Quote: "And in the wilderness, where you saw how the Lord your God carried you,
just as a man carries his son."



o Other Peoples: The surrounding nations of Edom, Moab, and Ammon are
discussed, and their family histories related to the patriarchs are mentioned. God
had a separate relationship with them and the Israelites were instructed not to
take their land.

e Quote: "God says to pass around Moab. Do not go in. | have my own covenant
with Moab... And don't take the land of Ammon because | have a covenant with
them, and they have gone into the land they get to live in."

« Medeba Plateau: The Medeba Plateau is identified as the land the Israelites were
permitted to pass through on their way to the promised land.

o Philistines: The Philistines are mentioned as a new group arriving on the coast at
the time the Israelites were entering the land.

o Battles with Sihon and Og: These battles are presented as practice for the larger
conquest of Canaan, reinforcing the idea of God as their warrior.

e Quote: "They fight Sihon first, and then they go to the far north and they fight
Og...it's almost like they're practice battles. This is how to behave with a human
leader and God as your warrior, and they win."

e Land as Good: There is a recurring emphasis on the promised land being a "good
land," mirroring the goodness of creation in Genesis 1-2.

e Quote: “This good land aspect is something that Deuteronomy repeats over and
over and over. This land is good.”

Conclusion:

The historical prologue in Deuteronomy 1-3 is not just a recounting of past events, but a
deliberate setting of the stage for the rest of the book. It establishes the geographical
and historical context, highlights God's faithfulness and the people's failures, and sets
the stage for the call to obedience and the potential for flourishing in the "good land."
The lecture also emphasizes the broader purpose for the Israelites, connecting their
experiences and future to their position as a land on the crossroads of major trade
routes, suggesting they are meant to be an example to the other nations.



4. Study Guide: Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 2,
Deuteronomy 1-3, Historical Prologue

Deuteronomy 1-3: Historical Prologue Study Guide

Quiz

Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.

1.

Why is the geographical setting of the book of Deuteronomy so important, as
discussed in the lecture?

How did the geography of riverine cultures (Egypt and Mesopotamia) influence
human settlement and the development of communities?

According to the lecture, what is unique about the central region of the Fertile
Crescent where much of the biblical narrative takes place?

What is the significance of the trade routes passing through the land of the Bible,
and how does this connect to the purpose of the Israelites in Deuteronomy?

What does it mean that the patriarchs were "sojourners," and how does this
contrast with the vision for the Israelites in Deuteronomy?

What narrative does Deuteronomy 1 recount about the Israelites' failure at
Kadesh Barnea, and why is this story significant?

According to Dr. Parker, how does Deuteronomy emphasize God's role as a
warrior and what does it mean for the Israelites?

What is the significance of the "you" addressed in Deuteronomy 1, and how does
this relate to the book's overall purpose?

What are the geographical regions described in Deuteronomy 1:7-8, and what do
they signify about the promised land?

10. How do the battles with Sihon and Og in Deuteronomy relate to the Israelites'

fear of entering the land?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

The geographical setting is crucial because the "where" or the land is very
important in Deuteronomy. The location sets the stage for the entire book and its
purpose, establishing the context for understanding the laws and teachings.



Riverine cultures, like those along the Nile and Tigris-Euphrates, encouraged
human settlement and agriculture due to the rivers' annual floods depositing
fertile soil and providing fresh water. This facilitated community development and
the formation of early governments.

Unlike the riverine areas of the Fertile Crescent, the central region, with its
mountains and lack of unifying rivers, made it difficult for people to be cohesive.
This resulted in dispersed communities rather than large unified kingdoms, where
biblical narrative unfolds.

. The trade routes passing through the land, though not valuable in themselves,
connect powerful empires. This makes the Israelites' location significant for the
nations and gives the Israelites the purpose of being a blessing to the nations, and
that purpose is mentioned in Deuteronomy.

. The patriarchs were "sojourners," or nomads without permanent land ownership,
while Deuteronomy envisions the Israelites as permanently settled in the
promised land, planting roots and cultivating it. This shift marks a transition from
wandering to rootedness.

Deuteronomy 1 recounts the Israelites' failure at Kadesh-Barnea when they
refused to enter the land due to fear, despite the spies' positive report. This story
emphasizes their lack of faith and trust in God's promise, acting as a lesson for
the new generation.

Deuteronomy emphasizes God's role as a warrior who fights on behalf of His
people. This highlights God's power, faithfulness, and protection, giving the
Israelites confidence in their journey.

. The "you" addressed in Deuteronomy refers to both the immediate audience and
all Israelites throughout generations. This establishes the book as a timeless
teaching relevant to all, connecting past events to present realities.

. The geographical regions described include the Arabah, hill country, Shephelah
(lowlands), Negev, and seacoast. These represent the diverse areas of the
promised land, highlighting its borders and boundaries that were promised to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

10. The battles with Sihon and Og show God's power and the Israelites’ ability to win

despite their fear of battle and giant walled cities. These battles demonstrate that
with God as their warrior, they can overcome obstacles and fulfill their calling.



Essay Questions

Instructions: Choose one of the following questions to answer in essay format.

1.

Analyze the geographical and historical context provided in Deuteronomy 1-3,
and discuss how it shapes the message and purpose of the book of Deuteronomy.

Compare and contrast the riverine cultures of Egypt and Mesopotamia with the
central region of the Fertile Crescent. How does this contrast help explain the
specific type of kingdom God wanted the Israelites to create?

Discuss the concept of the Israelites as "sojourners" and how their past
experiences as nomads shape their understanding of land and belonging in
Deuteronomy.

Explore how Deuteronomy 1-3 presents God as a warrior and a compassionate
parent. How do these images of God influence the Israelites' understanding of
their relationship with him?

In the light of the narratives in Deuteronomy 1-3, how does God’s relationship
with Israel contrast or compare with God’s relationship with other groups like
Edom, Moab, or Ammon?



Glossary of Key Terms

Arabah: The Rift Valley, stretching from the Dead Sea south; sometimes refers to
the Jordan Valley.

Fertile Crescent: The region of the Middle East with fertile soil, extending from
Egypt to Mesopotamia.

Hill Country: The mountainous region in the central part of the land of the Bible;
including areas of Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim.

Horeb: Deuteronomy's term for Mount Sinai, the mountain where Moses
received the law.

Kadesh Barnea: An oasis where the Israelites camped before their failed attempt
to enter the Promised Land.

Medeba Plateau: A region east of the Jordan River that was not part of any
particular people group’s heartland.

Negev: The southernmost inhabitable region of the land of the Bible, a thin band
of land just south of the hill country.

Riverine Cultures: Societies that developed along rivers (e.g., Egypt,
Mesopotamia) due to the fertile land and easy access to water.

Sea Peoples: A group of seafaring people, including the Philistines, who migrated
to the Mediterranean coast around the time of the Israelites' entry to the land.

Shephelah: Also known as the "lowland", a region of rolling hills located between
the hill country and the coastal plain.

Sojourners: People who live temporarily in a place, without permanent rights or
land ownership.
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5. FAQs on Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 2, Deuteronomy 1-3,
Historical Prologue, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions about Deuteronomy 1-3

1. What is the significance of the geographical focus in Deuteronomy 1-3, and why
does it matter?

2. Deuteronomy 1-3 places a significant emphasis on geography to set the stage for
the entire book. The text highlights the Israelites' location east of the Jordan
River, poised to enter the promised land. The narrative stresses that the land
itself is not just a place, but a key element in God's relationship with the
Israelites, offering a space for them to flourish according to God's laws. The
geographical focus shows that the Israelites' unique location, not conducive to
empire-building, places them in the center of major trade routes. The intended
purpose is not to conquer the world but to be a blessing to the nations that pass
through the land.

3. How does the text describe the unique geographical position of the biblical
narrative in the Fertile Crescent?

4. Unlike the powerful riverine civilizations of Egypt and Mesopotamia, the biblical
narrative largely takes place in the mountainous center of the Fertile Crescent, an
area without easily navigable rivers. This geography made it difficult for the
inhabitants to unify and build large, conquering empires. However, this central
location placed the Israelites at a crossroads of major trade routes, making them
a focal point for global interaction and meaning that they would be in a unique
position to be a light to the nations. The narrative of the bible is not meant to
emphasize human power or empire-building, but to convey something else about
God's people and their purpose.
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11

What is the significance of the contrast between the nomadic lifestyle of the
Patriarchs and the call to settle in Deuteronomy?

The stories of the Patriarchs depict a nomadic existence, as they moved from
place to place without deep roots in the land. This contrasts with the narrative of
Deuteronomy, which calls the Israelites to settle, cultivate the land, and establish
permanent roots in the Promised Land. This transition from sojourners to
permanent inhabitants is a key theme in Deuteronomy. The narratives of the
patriarchs moving in and out of riverine areas like Egypt serve as a precursor to
how God desires his people to live. God has called them out of fertile land, into a
land that requires hard work, which teaches them lessons about the kind of
kingdom God wants his people to develop.

How does Deuteronomy use the "you" pronoun, and what is its significance in
the context of the narrative?

Deuteronomy frequently employs the pronoun "you," addressing both the
immediate audience listening to Moses and all future generations of Israelites.
The "you" is meant to be a collective, multigenerational identity, creating a sense
of shared history, responsibility, and belonging. This rhetorical strategy links each
generation to the events of the past, such as the time at Mount Sinai, which
would not be applicable to the generation standing before Moses. Deuteronomy
uses "you" to convey that the covenant with God applies to the whole nation,
across time and place.

What specific geographical regions are mentioned in Deuteronomy 1, and what
is the significance of this detailed listing?

Deuteronomy 1 mentions several specific regions: the Arabah, the hill country,
the Shephelah (lowlands), the Negev, and the seacoast, and regions beyond the
map to the north. This detailed listing is not random. It demonstrates the author's
detailed familiarity with the land. This detailed list of places provides context to
the audience of what they can expect of the land and how it is laid out. It serves
to affirm that the land is not haphazardly given but a carefully planned
inheritance promised by God.
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11.How does Deuteronomy reframe the narrative of the spies and the Israelites'
refusal to enter the Promised Land?

12.Deuteronomy reinterprets the story of the spies by highlighting the Israelites' lack
of faith and their failure to trust God as their warrior. The story showcases the
contrast between two narratives, the narrative of the people's own fears about
the giants and fortified cities and the narrative of God's strength and protection.
The people refused to acknowledge the land as "good" which reflects a lack of
faith in God. Deuteronomy emphasizes that the Israelites' failure stemmed from a
lack of trust in God's promise and God's ability to guide them. The text reframes
God's actions as faithful.

13.How does the text acknowledge the presence and importance of other people
groups surrounding Israel, such as Edom, Moab, and Ammon?

14. Deuteronomy acknowledges the existence and history of other people groups like
Edom, Moab, and Ammon. These groups are tied to Israelite history through
family relationships, such as Edom being descended from Esau. God instructed
the Israelites not to invade their lands and the historical connection of these
people groups to the Patriarchs shows that God has relationships with people
outside of the Israelite covenant. This emphasizes that God's sovereignty extends
beyond Israel. It reinforces that the promised land isn't empty, and that other
nations have a right to their land that God established, which is a precursor to the
narrative that Israel's purpose is to be a light to the nations.

15.How do the battles with Sihon and Og prepare the Israelites for entering the
Promised Land, and how does Moses use their narrative?

16.The victories over Sihon and Og serve as practice battles for the Israelites and

demonstrate what it looks like to partner with God in conquering territories. They
serve to prepare them both physically and psychologically for what is to come,
showcasing how God fights on their behalf when they partner with him. These
narratives provide a model for future battles, reinforcing that success is not based
on human strength alone but on God's power and faithfulness. Moses uses these
stories to encourage the people, showing that they should trust in God as they
approach the Promised Land.



